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PREFACE. 



The delay hi publihliing tliis Reviow demands a word 
of apology or explanation. The author ■vi-ai absent in 
the West Indies for the benefit of hii health when the 
award was made by tho judges, and lie did not return 
lioroe until June, Since that date the leisure which 
could be snatched from numerous ])rofe3sional duties 
has been devuted to a careful revision of the work, and 
the incorporating of some new materials, procured at 
the seat of government by personal research and the 
kindness of friends. For a ses-sion of Congress has 
intervened since the essay was written, which has con- 
firmed and developed some important points. Hence 
the attempt is made to bring its conclusions down to 
the present time. 

The conflict with Mexico was short, and, measured on 
the scale of European warfare, comparatively insignifi- 
cant, but in its lessons it is instructive, and in its effects 
on a forming national character powerful. To draw 
good out of its evils, is the aim of the American Peace 
Society, and of the work which now goes forth under 
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its auspices. War, the great social wrong, like idolatry, 
the great spiritual injury, must fall in due time before 
the progress of the Gospel. To doubt this result, seems 
to presume that the Prince of Peace has come in vain, 
and that finite creatures can eventualj frustrate the 
plan of the Infinite Creator. Meanwhile, for the justi- 
fication of tlie humble labors of any individual or society 
in so stupendous a regeneration, it ia enough to say, that 
God works by means and by men. "When was the 
lowest whisper of prayer unheeded, or the famtest effort 
unblessed, that ran parallel witli his benevolent purposes 
and his eternal laws ? 

The highest ambition of the writer will bo amply 
satisfied, if these pages shall contribute to swell in a 
small degree the rising tide of public opinion in favor 
of Peace, and awaken a deeper abhorrence for the 
bloody and needless arbitration of the sword. 

A. A. LIVERMOKE. 

Keene, N. H., September 11, 1819. 
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THE WAR WITH MEXICO REVIEWED. 



CHAPTER I. 



INTROD0OTION. 



"The principles of Inie politics nre mei-ely those of morality en- 
larged." — -BUHTtK. 

HisTOKY haa assumed, under the light of the Gospel, a 
new value. It is no longer regarded aa owing its chief in- 
terest to its royal genealogiea, or its bloody record of battles. 
It is be^nning to he understood, that the Providence of God 
is manifested through the rise and fall of nations. The ac- 
tors itt the scenes of the past have been the agents of a high- 
er power than they themselves recognized. "The hoary 
registers of time" are the map of the grand march of human- 
i!y. To draw the moral of history, therefore, becomes of 
equal importance to the offlce of narratmg its events. If it 
be " philosophy teaching by example," it becomes a question 
of the first importance to learn what the examples teach ; 
what warning of evil, what encouragement to hope ; what 
lessons for rulers, or for the people. And since the hght has 
shone down mit of Heaven upon the 'dark confusion of !m- 
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2 jNTKODccriois. 

man affairs, we can discern a meaning in the most perplex- 
ing passages, and trace a guiding clew through labjiTnths 
more intritalo than that of' Crete. 

In harmony w-itb the comprehensive use, thus briefly in- 
dicated, of civil and political histoiy, the American Peace 
Society wished to subject the late war between the United 
States and Mexico to the crucible of a phOosopliical and 
Christian analysis. The friends of peace have oftea drawn 
their arguments and iUnstrationa in vindication of their holy 
cause from Herodotus and Thucydides, or Hume and Rob- 
ertson ; but unhappily they have now been provided with a 
fearful strife nearer home; whose fields of blood are hardly 
yet dry, and whose wounds are still ghastly, from which they 
may teach the evils of intemalional war. And now the thun- 
der <rf artillery and the shrieks o£ the wounded having died 
away, they wish to repeat again in mournful recitative, 
though it be but with a janing human tongue, the angel's 
sweet hymji, " on eailh peace, good will toward men." 

The language rf the schedule, issued by the Society in 
Februaiy, 18i7, was as follows : " The Keview should be 
written without reference to political parties, and present 
such a view of the subject as will commend itselfi when the 
hour of sober and candid reflection shall come, to the good 
Bense of fair-minded meti in every party and ia all sections 
of the country. The war, in its origin, ils progress, and ilw 
whole sweep of Us evih to all concerned, should be reviewed 
on the principles of Christianity and of enlightened states- 
manship i shelving especially its waste of treanvre and hu- 
man life; — it» injtuence upon the interests of moralitg and 
religion, — its inconsistency with the genius of our n^itbli- 
can institutions, as well as with the precepts of our re- 
ligion, and the spirit of Oie age, — its bearings immediate and 
remote, on free, popular governments here and through the 
world ; — hom its evils might have been avoided wiUi better re- 
sults to haik parlies; — and what means mag and should be 
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IKTKODrCTiOS, 3 

adopted hy nations to prevent similar evils in future. Our sole 
aim is to promote the cause of permanent peace, by turning 
this war into efiectual warnings against i-csorts to tlie swoi'd 
hereafter." 

Here, tlien, is a distinct purpose, avowed at the outset, to 
use the Mexican War as aii argument for the cause of peace; 
to "beatita swords into ploughshares, and its spears into 
pruning hooks," lor the culture of liumane and Christian sen- 
timents. Without following the ahove-mentioned order of 
topics, with rigid accuracy, it iiill then be the aim, both of 
our logic and our rhetoric, in this Pjssaj', to di'aiv the moral 
of this event in the nineteenth century, and to employ it as 
a powerful inBtrumeot, furnished by our opponents them- 
selves, — if peace have any opponent^ — to scatter the illu- 
sions of military glory, and to reveal the incalculable evils of 
international war. We have great advantages for the ac- 
complishment of this purpose, in (he veiy recent occurrence 
of the contest; the voluminous public documents, correspon- 
dence, and speeches ; the numerous memoirs, sketches, and 
letters, written by eye and ear-witnesses and,jictora in the 
field and the camp ; and in able and eloquent essays, for and 
against the war, which have been laid before the public dui> 
ing ils progress. Much of the history^ of the blood-stained 
past has been imtten and sung by the advocates of war, the 
bards and historians of the world's boisterous childhood, who 
have showei'ed the richest gifts of their genius upon those 
fierce heroes, who were ready to 



Bi!t the time has now come to examine the subject of wai- in 
aJl its aspects and all its issues ; to decompose its glittering 
tiibrie of glory into its constituent elements ; and while it is 
" fresh and gory," to arrest the fugitive attention of the pub- 
I!i\ and confine it to ^e solemn lessons of Providence and 
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i TNTEODDCTION. 

Eevelation. And lie, whose pen ia moved by pulses from a 
Chris tiai»heart, will not fear to question any customs, usages, 
or laws pertaining to this relic of barbarism, according to the 
plain and positive precepts of Christ, and the whole spirit 
of his religion. Such is the subject, plan and promise 
of the following p^es ; the fulfilment must rest with Him, 
who deigns to be a co-worker with the humblest of his crea- 
tures for good. 

In the investigation of this war, we would rise, as suggest- 
ed in the circular of the Sodety, far above the lempestuoua 
region of partisan politica, and the extravagances of zealous, 
but injudicious reformers. We would speak, as men bound 
by the laws of natural justice, and as Christiana bowing to 
the benevolent precepts of Christy as the ultimate authority 
in every question of public, not less than of private morals. 
One of the vices of the times is headlong ultraism ; — the ul- 
traism of consevvatisio, as well as that ot radicalism. Impa- 
tient of halves, men ■ go the whole, to use the national 
phrase. It is not a day ot qualification or moderation. Par- 
ties tolerate none in then ranks, that will not ride the pen- 
dulum of their peculiar notions to the utmost point of its 
swing. The very nature and form of sodal progress, devel- 
oped in our country, predisposes us to this fierce intolerance. 
The rush and eagerness of our daily life, the earnest enter- 
prise that is busy all over the land, that plies every tool and 
machine, spins along the lines of city intercourse, poura iorth 
into fbrests and prairies, skims every river and lake, and car 
reers over every ocean, in the pursuit of wealth, naturally 
incline our people to adopt very decided opinions upon every 
subject. They act under a momenlum that easily throws 
them into extremes. We would guard against thia weakness. 
We would speak " the words of truth and soberness." How- 
ever severe may be our judgment of the late contest between 
the United States and Mexico, it shall be a censure within 
the bounds of reason and religion, and therefore commending 
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CIKCUMSTANCrS PREDISPOSING TO THE WAR. 5 

itself to whatever there may he of reason and religion in 
the minds of our readers ; and all the more severe because 
springing not from wholesale and indiscriminate abuse, hut 
from the simple and eternal principles of right. It requires 
no far-fel«hed proofs or strained positions ; no fanatic ap- 
peals or ultra doctrines, to brand the war in question with 
an adequate seal of infamy. For its own history is its suf- 
fident exposure. Its origin, causes, purposes, and results 
are truth-teDing witnesses against it. To he abhorred and 
condemned, it needs but to he recorded and i-eviewed. 



CHAPTER II. 



" If tlint the Heavens do not their visible spirits 
Send qnickly doivn to tnme these vile offences, 
'Twill come * « * 
Humanity must, perforce, prey on itself, 
Like monsters of the deep." — Shakspeahe. 

No event in history has an independent and solitary exist- 
ence. All its tacts may be said, in one sense, to be Ilia 
effect of all that precedes, and the cause of all that follows. 
For history is not so much a chain, as a network. Its trans- 
actions do not obey a law of simple succession, but of intri- 
cate combination. The working out of the great designs of 
Providence is furthered by a diversity of agencies, — some 
in conflict, and others in alliance. We can, therefore, under- 
stand historically nothing by itself. To know even one 
1* 
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6 CIKCOMSTAKCES PEEDISPOSISG TO THK WAlt. 

nation truly and thoi'ougWy, we need lo know all nations. 
Viewed according to this judgment, the history of mankind 
is a unity, and its truest designation is universal. 

Tbis general principle holds true, in its aiiplication to the 
important matter under review. To comprehend it arigiit, 
we need to have been diligent students of the past as well 
as the pi^esent. It involves, especially, the great questions 
of European colonization in America, in the sixteenth and 
seventeentli centuries, under the English, or PiDtcstant, and 
Continental, or Catholic forms, and tlieir respective isauea 
down to this moment. 

In truth, far back even beyond the third and fourth gene- 
ration, the causes have been in process to predispose us to 
this Mexican crisis, and, if prudence and wisdom did not 
govern both the a^rieved and the aggressor, to plunge us in 
a brute strife. Tliis is no sudden leap. This is no mine 
sprang without warning. On both sides, the elements have 
been silently bi-ewing, through many years, for the issues of 
fo-day. As the cannons that have mowed down ranks of 
living men, and the deadly bombs that have crashed through 
homes of affection, liave in many cases been lying rusty and 
ancient, the relics of days gone by; so have Ihe causes (hat 
set these horrid engines in operation been long accumulat- 
ing in the arsenal, so to speak, and lying unused, until the 
fatal imprudence or passion of one or both parties has sum- 
moned them into action. 

To spedfy a leading cause, we would advert to what Sir 
Eobert Peel has called, in the British Parliament, " a devel- 
opment of military anibitiou in the United States ;" in ono 
sense, both cause and effect of the war with Jlexico. The 
attentive student of history will be at no loss lo trace the 
origin and growth of this fcariul passion. For the time we 
have existed as a people, we have been no sluggards in the 
use of the sword. Tlie old Fi-encli aiid Indian wars occu- 
pied our great grandfathers ; the Revolution our grand- 
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fathers; the war of 1812 our fathei^;and Creek and Clie- 
rokee expitliiations, and Black Haivk, Patrinl, St'tiiinole, and 
Mormon skirmishes their baas. Tiie martial spii'it is always 
a tiger, and we have given the tiger too much room arid 
freedom. In fact, the Temple of Peace lias not remained 
long shut during our national existence. Though most of 
our wars have heen small ones, that circumstance has not 
prevented tlieir imhuing a large portion of our citizens witit 
the arahition of arms. It is one of our maxims, that " in 
time of peace we should pi'epare for war." The wtole 
population are armed ; there is not, probably, a house in the 
country, unless it belong to a Quaker or a Non-resistant, 
wittout its sword, pistol, musket, or rifle. Tlie expenses of 
our armv and navj e\en m time of peice, la^e alna^a ex 
ceedel by manj million'! the maximum of the ci\il list 
Heuce there is always existing a lir»e protes^ion ot men, 
whwe SLenung interest it is to la\e their count) j engiiged 
in war ior then eveij expendituie m this direction 11 enor 
mously increased octit e serv ice crettes vacancies and accel 
crates promoliona and the prize money ot war is better 
than the eaiunga of indu ttj 

But other causes, besides those above noted have contn 
buted to aisaken m loung America the aspiiation for 
military renown General hterature whether in (he lorm 
of poetry oralorj or lii'itorj, and ■whtther imported or 
domestic has always thrown the decisive piepondeiance of 
its influence into the war scile Eej ubhcans hue wished 
to show tliat they were e;nial to the perlormanee of anj feat 
that king or kai er eter diied, or that ininatrel ever sting 
It has been openly avowed on the floor of Congi6=s hj the 
most di'-tmgmshed men of tie ounfn that (he time htd 
arnvpd to ua to do ome great thin"' to let the Old 
Woild know thtt we w if not the LOnards or '.!u'»girds 
thej m ght otherwise suppo e us to be As if it were not 
Hell known m every land trom north to south that the 
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United Slates was rising to be a leading power in the eartli ; 
as if two wars with the British monarchy, in which we cer- 
tainly were not worsted, were not sufficient witnesses lo our 
valor, vdthout seeking a quarrel with a rent and distracted 
nation to show our republican manhood; as if the good 
opinion of the crumbling, bankrupt, starving, war-taxed, and 
groaning kingdoms of Europe were to be purchased at the 
fearful price of one drop of human blood unrighteously 
shed. In the recent tremendous agitations, that have swept 
like a resistless tide over that continent, the example of 
republican America has been loudly and cheeringly quoted ; 
— would that we were more worthy of the title of the ban- 
ner republic! — but what has been quoted for imitation, for 
inspiration, for justification, by the masses struggling for 
their inahenable rights, has not been our wars, our slave- 
ries, our inconsistencies, but our equal rights, our bread 
enough and to spare, our wise institutions, our world-re- 
nowned enterprise and industry, and our unrivalled pros- 
perity. 

Again ; the pride of race has swollen to still greater in- 
Bolence the pride of country, always quite active enough 
for tie due observance of the claims of universal brother- 
hood. The Anglo-Saxons have been apparently persuaded 
to think themselves the cho-en people, the anointed race of 
the Lord, commissioned to dnve out the heathen, and plant 
(heir religion and institutions m every Canaan they could 
subjugate. The idea of a " destiny," connected with this 
race, has gone fii to justify, if not to sanctify, many an act 
on either side of the Atlantic ; for which both England and 
the United States, if nations can be personified, ought lo 
hang their heads in shame, and weep scalding tears of re- 
pentance. Wlicn they can produce any Mosaic commission 
from the Almighty King of kings, to diffuse the gospel of 
peace at the point of tlie bayonet, or the benign arts and 
Bciences of a civilized age by the brute force of an earlier 
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period, it will be quite time enough, to consider their author- 
ity. Meanwhile, the inquiry presses powerfully, are these 
same destined Anglo-Saxon missionaries so immaculate in 
their chai-acter, so wise in their great national ideas, and so 
unbendingly true in their realization of them, that ihey have 
earned a title or auliienticated "a divine right" to eonquer 
and colonize the rest of God's eaiih? And ivhen on one 
shore we have taken the guage of Ireland's woes and 
wrongs, and the oppressions of ihe factories, collieries, ships, 
and colonies of England ; and, on ihe otlier shore, recalled 
the i-epudiatioti of State debts, tlie slavery of three millions 
of imaiortkl beings, and the endless wrongs of the natives 
of the soil, which we so proudly tread, to enumerate no 
other crimes ; — we shall admit, ■with great reluctance, that 
either of the gigantic progenies of the Anglo-Saxon race 
has established by past wisdom, fidelity, or consistency, a 
presumptive title to be appointed guardian over the decrepid 
races of the Eastern or Western hemisphere. They may, 
doubtless, plead the right of might; hut that is far from 
being the might of right. Tiiey may use the old appeaJ, 
ultima ratio regum, the ultimate resort of kings, and alas ! 
we now see, of republics too ; but so long as they have no 
more divine method tiian that, of civilizing the savage, and 
Ciiristianizing the heathen, fliey are held down by an eter- 
nal gravitation to the vulgar level of 

" Macedoniii's mcdman anil tho Swcdp." 

True, they possess arts and arms, but there are even more 
potent agents than these in the progi-ess of humanity. Have 
we read the history of sixty centuries, and failed to learn 
even the alphabet of the sublime lessons she would teaeli, — 
that truth, love, righteousness, great and heavenly principles 
only, can worthily and succossfuHy preside over the pro- 
cesses of human improvement? It is still an unsettled 
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whether the Crusades, the Norman conquest, or the 
wars of the old French Eevolution, did more evil or good. 
But there is not the glimmer of a douht that the mariner's 
compass, the art of pruiting, the steamboat, the railroad, and 
the telegraph, have heen ministers of good to mankind. 
We must he dull scholars in the Christian lore, and the 
veriest laggards in the work of the present age, if we stilt 
cherish the old folly of ambition and vainglory that has 
demonized the nations of the dead. But not to dwell longer 
upon considerations that will come Up ftg^n in another con- 
nection, none can be blind to the pride of race as one of the 
causes (hat has prompted the hostilities in Mexico. 

European emigration, too, haa had its effect. Hundreds 
of thousands, with all their old-world ideas, unbapfized into 
the spirit of liberty, except it be as license, have been trans- 
planted into the vast regions of the Middle States, the 
West and Soutb-West, They have been accustomed to the 
bloody di'amas of Europe, and they have supposed that the 
same must be acted over again in America. Far he it from 
us to take up any slanderous speech against our emigrant 
brethren, many of whom have shown themselves capable of 
understanding the rights and dischar^ng the obligations of 
freemen, and have added much to the wealth, intelligence, 
and morality of their adopted country. But it is well known 
that no inconsiderable part of the American army liaa con- 
sisted of forei^ers. They have been warmly commended 
as showing, by their readiness to enlist, and espouse our 
quarrels, their enthusiasm in the cause of liberty, and fidelity 
to their land of refuge. But the lover of peace will see, lit 
the bottom of this fair-seeming, the dangerous element of 
military habits, acquired during the turbulent scenes of the 
last fifty years, traniiferred from the banks of the Rhine, the 
Elbe, and the Shannon, to those of the Oiiio. the MiESOuri, 
and the Colorado. The roofs of the old wai'-enrumbered 
eivilization, — turn and broken, indeed, Ijut paa=essing an 
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TLByielding tenacity of life, — are set out in the rich soil of 
the American prairies. Whether they live and bear their 
bitter fruits, or wither and- die, b for the friends of peace, 
under God, to dcdde. The great valley of the West may 
become the hot-bed of war; and nolhing but a wide and 
early dissemination of the pacific principles of the Gospel, 
by books, tracts, lectures, and conversation, can prevent our 
late foray into a sister republic from being the prohfic seed 
of sorrows without end. 

Indeed, tlie slow advance in their full power, of the school- 
house and the church, after the fugitives that have gone into 
the wilderness, has given time for a rank development of 
barbaric passions and habits. The tendencies to physical 
violence, somewhere or upon somebody, it mattered little 
where or upon whom, have had too little check. The true 
American ideas have been supplanted by a system of Bed- 
ouin morality in the minds of not a few, ca^t beyond the con- 
trol of a higli-toned public conscience. Powerful as the 
older and more civilized poitions of the Union have been in 
their enterprize, zeal for feedom, and moral and religious 
character, wherever their sons have pitched the tents of 
their wanderings, yet the truth compels us to say, that in 
some portions of the East, the Centre, the feudal SouOi, 
and Soufh-West, and the rude West, the good principles of 
an earlier day have lost their savor, and the way has been 
opened for precisely such results as have been developed 
during the last four years, — the Annexation of Texas, a 
sanguinary and embittci'e<l war, and the dismemberment of 
Mexico. The relations of cause and effect hold true in the 
moral as surely as in the material world. Nations reap 
what they sow. We have, in sober fact, been educating 
ourselves for a considerable lime for just such issues as have 
lately been developed. Our treatment both of the red man 
and the black man, has habituated us to " feel our power, 
and foi^et right." Wjirs enough have been waged to keep 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



12 CIKCCMSTASCES rEEDlSPOSISG TO THE WAR. 



our muskets bright. Om' fourth-of-July oi-atory has inserted 
in youthful veins the deadly virus of warlike passion. The 
dauntless enterprize of the emigrants who have battled with 
the wolf and the savage for their domains, aiid who have 
been " famous according as they had lifted up axes upon the 
thick trees,"* has been but too ready, under the promptings 
of a seltish aggrandizement, to conquer annies as well as 
forests, and to blow up capitals with as iittle compunction 
as steamboats. The West and South have many noble and 
heroic elements of character ; but a true friend of either will 
not hesitate to bid them respectively beware of War and 
■ Slavery, as institutions and customs at ^'ariance with free 
institutions and the Christian religion. 

The passion for land, also, is a leading characteristic of 
the American people. Coming out of the straitened limits 
of the old countries, where human beings seem to be hydro- 
Btatically compressed within the smallest possible limits, 
they naturally expatiate at Ltrge upon the boundless savan- 
nahs of an unappropriated soil. A vast, indefinite, but ever- 
haunting ambition, seizes the new comer. The pliysical 
grandeur of scale awakens an aspiring imagination. Ter- 
ritory becomes inwoven io all ideas of personal or national 
welfare. Almost eveiy man owns his rood or his township 
of this generous fee-simple of nature ; and almost every 
farmer owns and attempts to till more than is justified by 
good husbandrj-. This may prove true nationally, not less 
than agriculturally. An incessant grasping aflcr more ter- 
ritory has characterized our past policy. The god Ter- 
minus is an unknown deity in America. Like the hunger 
of the paupei' boy of fiction, the cry has been, " More, more, 
give us more." But we must confess that we have actually 
settled and subdued to the uses of civilization only a minor 
part of the vast regions we occupy. We have struck the 

«PfiQlm74t fl. 
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Pacific Ocean, iuid, far from being content with the immense 
slopes of tlie Eocky Mountahis, and the great Valley of the 
Mississippi on the easi, and that of the Columljia on the 
west, we liave chafed against the boundaries of nature and 
of our neiglibora, and, like Jezebel, have coveted their 
vineyards. The histoiy of the hist feiv years has yielded a 
melaacholy illustration of the eloquent special pleading of 
the exhorbitant passions, and the self-deceiving justifications 
of ambition. Prompt excuses have been discovered for this 
boa-constrictor appetite of swallowing states and provinces, 
in the glory of fi'ee institutions, the blessings of civil and 
religious liberty, and the extension of our industrial and 
commercial system Alas ' we have thus discovered opiates 
to lull our consciences when they were unpisy, and tonics to 
lnv^gorate our ambition when it was halting. Under the 
dominion of this lust foi territory, however acquired, we 
haie pti'-h^'d oiiwaid^ m a hot and iinjustifiablt, invasion, 
and by a tompulsoiy peace, have extorted fiom our neigh- 
boi-s more than haJf a mdhon of bquaia miles of JTiid, 
reaching fi^m the Atlantic to the PacihL, acici the bie-uith 
of the North American continent. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE CHIEF MOTIVE OF THE WAK. 

" lie finds ]iis fellow guilty of a slJii 
Kot <olo:-cil like his own ; niirl linving power 
1" pnfon'e the wronfr. for sndi a worthv i^nasc, 
Dooms nnd devotes him as bia Inivful prey." — Cowpeh. 

The motives wliich actuate public men and jiolitical par- 
ies, arc iiol Hluays openly avowed. Therf.- are eecrets of 
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State in the administration of republican as well as despotic 
governments, tliougli not of ilie same number or extent. 
The causes whicli determine the line of national policy, can 
sometimes only be inferred, though tjie inference may be 
raised to a high degree of probability. Important docu- 
ments, which would no doubt throw great light upon inter- 
national affairs, are buried in tlie archives of state, and a 
seal put upon their publication by the plea, more or less 
valid, that it would embarrass the public set-vice. We are, 
therefore, leil somewhat in the dark in reasoning upon the 
events of history, though of a very recent date ; and we can 
hope to reach in our conclusions only a reasonable measure 
of moral probability, not an irresistible matUematieal cer- 
tainty. 

The circumstances enumerated in the last chapter, were 
predisposing causes of war, but, of themselves, they would 
not have produced that unhappy result Hence we look for 
some more positive and potent element. We are ready to 
concede something to the paciiic settlement of the Oregon 
question, which turned the war spirit into a new channel ; — 
something to the desire of giving eclat to a new administra^ 
tioa ;. Bometliing to the vast expansion of civil and military 
patronage produced by war ; something to the interested 
clamor of Mexican claimants and their friends ; something 
to the m£^c -power of Texan scrip ; something to a wide- 
spread suspicion and a quick jealousy of European intei'- 
ference in the atfairs of this continent ; but we feel confident 
that we are slating a solemn and incontrovertible truth, 
when we say that we discern in slavery the main-spring to 
the war with Mexico. Had the idea of extending the 
" peculiar " institutions of the South, and the political power 
resulting therefrom, been entirely excluded from the ques- 
tion, not a shot would ever have been fired. 

We desire to make such a record on this point as will 
stand justified fifty years hence, when the planners and 
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adors in present scenes have passed off the stage. For 
the purpose of confii-ming our statements, we sh^ lake the 
liberty of quoting published and authentic documenta, ■with- 
out reference to parties. We shall thus be led directly to 
the conclusion expressed above. 

It is unnecessary here to recount the detmis of the annex- 
ation of Texas to the United States, as our aim is not a his- 
tory, so much as a review, of an important portion of history, 
recent and well-known. That event, however, was regard- 
ed by Mexico as an act of war in itself, and was, no doubt, 
one of the prominent causes, notwithstanding all disclaim- 
ers, that led to the actual commencement of hostihties ; for 
our annies surely never would liave advanced either to the 
Nueces or to the llio Grande, had it not been for the osten- 
sible purpose of protecting our newly-acquired domains. 
But the scheme of Annexation was devised, — as openly 
declared by some of its staunchest advocates, — to give 
greater security to tbe institutions of the South. The clear 
and direct inference is, tliat slavery and the war with Mex- 
ico have had a cause-and-effect connection. Had slavery 
not existed in our land, there would have been no annex- 
ation ; and had there been no annexation, there would have 
been no strife. Who can dispute these propositions, when 
he has candidly and trathfully weighed the following declar- 
i-atioas of some of the leading politicians of the day ? The 
idea of Southern aggrandizement was early broached and 
steadily avowed. Let the credible witnesses give tbeir tes- 
timony, 

Mr. Upshur was a member of the Virginia Convention 
in 1829, and said in (hat body : " Nothing is more fluctuat- 
ing than the value of slaves. A late law of Louisiana re- 
duced their value twenty-five per cent in two hours after ita 
pass^e was known. If it should be our lot, as I trust it 
will, to acquire Texas, their price will rise." • 
* DtJbaies of thnt hofly. 
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Mr. Doddridge, another member of the same convention, 
made a similar declaration; " that the acquisition of Texas 
would greatly enhance the value of the property in question." " 

Mr. Gholson smd, in the Legislature of Vii'ginia in 1832 ; f 
" that the price of slaves fell twentj--flve per cent within two 
hours after the news was received of the non-importation 
act which was passed by the Legislature of Louisiana. Yet 
he believed the acquisition of Texas would rmse their price 
fifty per cent at least." 

Mr. Calhoun avowed his opiaions in the Senate of the 
United States, as early as May 23, 1836 ; " there were pow- 
erful reasons why Texas should he a part of this Union. 
The Southern Slates owning a slave population were deep- 
ly interested in preventing that country from having the 
power to annoy them ; and the navigating and manufactur- 
ing interesta of the North, were equally interested in making 
it a part of the Union," X 

Meantime, the Cuban slave-trade had fearfully increased, 
and fresh commissions were constantly aiTiving at Havana 
from Texa'i, to buy the wretched sons of Africa who had 
been torn from their native soil, and transported across the 
ocean by fiends in human shape. President Houston said 
in his annual Message to the Congress of the Republic of 
Texas, in 1837; "not imconneeled with the naval force of 
the country is the subject of the African slave-trade. It 
cannot be disbelieved that iliomands of AiHcans have lately 
been imported to the Island of Cuba, icitk a dcsiffii to trans- 
fer a large portion of titem into this repuUic" The British 
coramissionetB for the suppression of the slave-trade, who 
resided in Cuba agreeably to the treaty of 1817 with Sptun, 
reported that twenty-seven slave-vessels arrived in Havana 
in 1833, thirfy-tliree in 1834, fifty in 183G, and in 1835, that 

* See note on preceding pngc 

t Journal of Session, 1832. 

jaflih Conip-Bss, ad Session. Congrmsioaal Globe, pp. 49S. 
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more than fifteen thousand negroes must have been landed! 
Sir T. F. Buxton stated that in 1837 and 183S, no less than 
" fifteen thousand negroes had been imiiorted from Africa 
into Texas." Other accounts rate the number still lugher. 
One Taylor, of Barbadoes, was convicted uf &fnding free 
negroes to this new market, and selling theia. Tlie Albany 
Arffus of 1844, mentions the case of -one man who sent ten 
thousand dollars to Cuba for the purchase of human beings. 
The emigrants from the United States had a palpable mo- 
tive to expose this infamous traffic, and seek to extinguish it, 
because it cheapened their own slaves. * 

The project of annexatiou was not suffered to sleep, but 
from year to year was cherished and developed by its zeal- 
ous and untiring friends. The great end, too, which it 
■would eventually subserve, was kept distinctly in view, 

Mr. Upshur, Secretary of State, wrote to W. S. Murphy, 
chaise d 'affaires of the United States in Texas, in a letter 
dated Washington, Aug. 8, 1843, as follows ; " The establish- 
ment, in the very midst of our slave-holding States, of an 
independent Government, forbidding the existence of slave- 
ry, and by a people horn for the most part among us, reared 
np in oar habits, and spreading our language, could not fail 
to produce the most unhappy effects upon both parties. If 
Texas were in that condition, her territory would afford a 
ready refuge for the furtive slaves of Louisiana and Arkan- 
sas, and would hold out to them, an encouragement to run 
away which no municipal regulations of those States could 
possibly counteract." 

" Few calamities could befal this country more to be de- 
plored than the establishment of a predominant Briliah in- 
iluence, and the abolition of domestic slavery in Texaa." t 

* Moody's Facts for tbo Ptoplfi, pp. 69, 70. 

t28lh Congress, let Session, Senate, 341, pp. 21, 2a 
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On Sept. 22d, the subject was renewed ; lie said : — " there 
is no reason lo fear that there will be any difference of 
opinion among tlie slave-holding States ; and there is a large 
number in the non-^5lave-holding States ; with views suf- 
ficiently libei'al to embrm^e a policy absolutely necessary to 
the salvation of the south, although, in some respects, objec- 
tionable to themselves."" 

He wrote to Mr. Murphy, Jan. 16, 18i4, "if Texaa 
should not be attached to the United Stales.she cannot main- 
tain that institution ten years, and probably not half that 

Said Mr. Murphy (o Mr. Upshur, Sept. 23d ; " Saying 
nothing therefore which can offend even our fanatical breth- 
ren of the North ; let the United States espouse at once the 
cause of civil, political and religious liberty (?) in this hem- 
isphere ; this wilt be found lo be the safest issue to go before 
the wwld with." % 

• • • • He wrote on Sept 24th ; " The 
Constitution of Texas § secures to the Master, the perpetual 
right to his slave, and prohibits the introduction of slaves 
into Texas from any other quarter than the United States. 

"If the United States preserves and secures to Texas the 
possession of her Constitution, and present form of G«vem- 
mcnt, then we have gained all we can desire, and also all 
that Texas asks or wishes." 

"Take this position on the side of the constitution and 
the laws, and the civil, political and religions liberties of the 

* aeth Congresa, Jst Session, Senate, 341, p. 26, tlljid. ji, 46. 
llliiil.p. 25. 

S Art P. See. 1. Zona of Texan. " The Legislature Khali hava no 
power to pnsR lawa for the emaneipalion of slaves, without iho consent 
of their owners, nor without paying their owners prcvion-slj- lo snch 
emancipation, a full equivalent in money for the slaves so eman- 
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people secured thereby, (saying nothing about iikoUtioii) and 
all the world will be witii you." • 

Mr. Upshur writes, ^'ov. 21, IS43, in a letter to Mr. Mur- 
phy, "we regai'd it, (annexation) as involving the security 
of the South ; and the strength and prosperity of every part 
of the Union." 

It would be easy to quote by chapter and verse, from the 
official documents of the time, many passages of a similar 
import. But as Mr. Calhoun has siud,+ '■ I may now right- 
fully and indisputably claim to be the author of that great 
event," (annexation), let us look at his declai'ations on this 
subject. 

His language was to Mr. Pakenham, the British Minister, 
April 18, 184-1 : " It is with still deeper concern the Presi- 
dent regaj^ the avowal of Lord Aberdeen of the desire 
of Great Britain to see slavery abolished in Texas.J 

And on the 19th, he wrote to Mr. Gl-een, charg& d' aff^res 
to Texas : " It was impossible for the United States to wil^ 
ness with indifference the efforts of Great Britain to abolish 
slavery there," g 

Eespecting the Treaty of Annexation, then under nego- 
tiation, he wrote to the British Minister, on the 27th, that 
"It was made necessary in order to preserve domestic insfi- 
tutions, placed under the guaranty of their (United States 

• 28ih Conjfi'esa, 1st Session, Senate, 341, pp. S3, 24. 

t Prinied speech in the Senate, Feb. 24, 1847, p. 3. 

t 28th Congress, 1st Session, Senate, 34i, p. 50. 

Mr. BentoTL well criticiied this extrcma sonsiliveneas, in his speech 
In the Senate on the Treaty of Annexation, May 16, IS and 20, 1844. 
Reported in the N'llioaat iBielligeneer, May 30, 1844. "Great Britain 
ttTows nil she intends, and that a wish — to see — slavery abolished in 
Tesaa ; and she deolaros all the means which she means to use, and 
dilLt is, advice where it is accoplable. 

" It will bo a strange spectacle, in the nineteenfli century, to behold 
the Unib^d States at war with Mesieo, because Great BLitain wishes — 
to see the abolition of slarerj in Texas." 

§ 28lh Congresi, tst Session, Senate, 341, pp. 54, 66, 
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and Texas) respective constitutions, and deemed essential tg 
tlieir safety and prosperity." • 

And in a speech in the Senate, Feb. 2i, 1847, he said, — 

" Sir, I admit, even at that early period, I saw that the 
incorporation of Texas into this Union, would be indispen- 
sable both to her safety and ours. I saw that it was impos- 
sible that she could stand as an independent power between 
us and Mexico, without becoming the scene of intrigue of 
foreign Powers, alike destruclJve of (he peace and security 
of both Texas and ourselves, I saw more : I saw the bear- 
ing of the slave question at that early stage, and that it 
would become an instrument in the hands of a foreign Pow- 
er, of striking a blow at us; and that two conterminous 
elave-holding communities could not co-exist without one 
being wielded to the destruction of the other." t 

The Galvesion Gazette, April, 1844, rejects the idea that 
ffliy-thing less than slavery over the whole vast region of 
Texas would be accepted by the Southern Slates. It says 
(liat " It is thrown out, in some of the papers of the United 
States, that the annexation of Texas is to be a measure ef- 
fected by a compromise, a condition being that the Territory 
of Texas is to be divided into three States, in one of which 
slavery is to be tolerated while it is to be prohibited in the 
others. This idea, we think, must have originated from 

* This panic was afterwards confessed by some of the diiofarlors in 
annexation to be a mere ruse, got np for the sake of uStet, and with- 
ont any BnbstantiaJ fonndation in facts. See Gen. Samnel Houston's 
Letter to a friend on tlie snbjeeC, published in 181S, and hia speech in 
the Senate, Feb. 19, I84T, Congress. Globe, 29th Congress, 2i Session, 
p. 4S9. And jet so strong was the jealonsy of fbrcign intprference 
thns excited, that Mr. Choate used this langnage in his speech in the 
Senate on the Treaty of Annexation, May 22, 1 844 ; " Sir, besides 
the apprehension Ihftt England will, by treaty or influence, induce 
Texas to emancipate her slaves, — besides this, there is not even the 
pretence of a reason for this war (by the separation of Texas tii>m 
Mexico) on your friend. This apj/rehensioii is all." 

tPrinted speech, p. 8. 
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Other than official sources : and the measure proposed would, 
we believe, be far better calculated to defeat than to secure 
the success of the project of annexation. It might satisfy 
the North; hut it would displease the South in the same 
proportion, and would, we feel confident, never receive the 
sanction of the slave 8tatfta." 

Numerous testimonies to the deep interest taken by 
Southern statesmen in the measure of annexation, as des- 
tined to enlarge, not " the area of freedom," but of slavery, 
may be gathered irom the discussions both in add out of 
Congress, on the Treaty offered to the Senate for confirma- 
tion by President Tyler, In liis Message of April 22, 1844, 
he said : " At the same' time, the Southern and the South- 
Western States will find, in the fact of annexation, protec- 
tion and security to their peace and tranquillity, as well 
against all domestic as foreign efibrts to disturb them."* 

Mr. McDuffie took the same view, in his speech in the 
Senate, May 23, 1844, reported in the National Intelligencer, 
June 8th. Speaking of the African race, he said : " That 
population in the United States cannot he diminished, but 
must be increSised. Now, if we shall annex Texas, it will 
operate as a safety-valve to let off the superabundant slave 
population from among us, and will, at- the same time, im- 
prove their condition ; they will be more happy, and we 
shall be more secure. But if you pen them up within our 
present limits, what becomes of the free negroes, and what 
will be their condition ? " 

Mr, Archer, of Virginia, asked in the Senate,t June 8, 
1844: "Did this result, of keeping open a drain for slave 
labor in Texas, involve no advantage to the slave holding 
States? Cert duly, the highest advantage. But it was not 



* asth Congress, 1st Session, Senate, 311, p. 6. 
t 28th Congress, Ist Session, Appendix to Congressional Globe, 
May, 1844 p. 696. 
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present pecuniary advantage, nor did it tend lo the extension 
of slave-holding influence in the gOTemment." 

Mr. Fostev, Senator from Tennessee, was IVank and open 
in his avowa! in the same debate : " It cannot be denied, Sir, 
but that the measure is essentiailv Southern in its character 
and purposes, and iateiidod, if its policy is hereafter faithfully 
executed, to protect tlie South and the South West, Loth at 
home and from abroad, in the more peaceful and secure en- 
joyment of certain property, guarantied to the inhabitants 
of that section of the Union, by the solemn saoctions of (he 
Federal Constitution." 

The M If. Patriot, May, 1844, avowed, that " Slavery 
and the defence of slavery, form the conti'olling cousidera- 
tioas urged in favor of the treaty (of annexation), by those 
who ha\ been engaged in its negotiations." 

Mr. Preston, of South Carolina, in a speech at Etdtimore, 
quoted in the I^atiotial XnfeUigencer, Oct. 31, 1844, says: 
"Annexation was desired, for the purpose of sustaining and 
extending the institution of slaver;', — a motive by which he 
could not be governed. The institution of slavery was one 
which belonged exclusively to us of the South ; itwas our 
own domestic afiair ; we were to take care of it for our- 
selves, without any extraneous interference ; and he would 
be the fii'st to resist any such interference. But when he 
attempted to acquire territory, witii a view and tor the pur- 
pose of extending tlavery beyond its proper limits, the case 
waa altered ; we had changed our position from the defen- 
sive to the aggressive. "Were we, who boast of our free 
principles, to raise llie black flag and go to war witli a sister 
republic, to extend the institution of slavery ? " 

The New York Evening Post, April, 1844, took a similar 
view of the suhjeel, in an article on the Treaty : " It is 
evident, lliat this presents lo the people of the Union a 
question entirely new, and which they cannot avoid. This 
issue is not a.- to the abolilion of flai^ery in the Southern 
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States, the Disti-iet, nor the Ten-itories of the Union, but 
whether this goi'cnimeut shall devote its whole energies to 
the perpetuation of slavery ; whether all the sister republics 
on this continent, which desire to abolish slavery, are to be 
dragooned by us into the support of this institution." 

Mr, Calhoun writea a letter to ilr. Pakenham, April 18, 
1844, in which he goes into a hibored defence of slavery ; 
seems almost to doubt whether the Free States have done 
well in abolishing it ; declai'es that Texas is to he annexed, 
to guai'd ag^nst the danger of its being abolished in, the 
Southei-n Slates ; and finally declares : " That what is called 
slavery is in reality a political institution ; essentia] to the 
peace, safety, and jirosperity of those States of the Union in 
which it esisis."* 

The diplomatic agents, both American and Mexican, 
agreed as to the object of annexation, however they might 
differ as to its means and mode«. 

S. Eocanegra, Minister of Foreign fielations in Mex- 
ico, wrote to Mr. Green, charge d'affaires to the United 
Slates, May 30, 1844:+ "But when, in order to sustain 
that slaveiy, aud avoid its disappearance from Texas and 
from other points, recourse is had to the arbiti-ary act of 
depriving Mexico of an integral part of her possessions, as 
the only certain ajid efficacious remedy to prevent what Mr. 
Green calls 'a dangerous event;' if Mexico should be 
silent, and lend her deference to the present policy of the 
Executive of the United States, the reproacli and the cen- 
sure of nations ought lo be her reward." 

Mr. Green had previously said, on the 23d of the same 
month, wliat would justify this Mexican inference 1 1 " The 
undersigned is also instructed to state to the Jlcxican Gov- 



* 28th Congress, 


Ut Session, Sonaie, 341, p. 53. 


t Ibid. 2d Sesiio 


n, House of Itepresentative?, E 


t Ibid. p. 55, 
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emment, that fiis step (Treaty of Annexation) was forced 
upon the Government of the United States in self-defence, 
in consequence of the poUcy adopted by Great Britain, in 
reference to the abolition of slavery in Texas, It was im- 
possible tor the United Slates to witness wiih indifference 
the efforts of Great Britain to abolish slavery in that terri- 
tory. They could not but see that she had the means iu her 
power, in the actual condition of Texas, to aeeomplish the 
objects of her policy, unless prevented by the most efficient 
measures ; and that, if accomplished, it would lead to a state 
of things dajigeroua in the extreme to rte adjacenl Stales, and 
to the Union itself." 

The same idea was continued by Mr. Shannon, American 
Minister to Mexico, in a letter to S. Eejon, the Mexican 
Secretary, Oct. 14, 1844 : • "It (annexation) has been a 
measure of policy, long cherished and deemed indispensable 
to their (United States') safety and weffare, and has, ac- 
cordingly, been an object steadily pursued by all parties, and 
the acquisition of the territory made the subject of negotiar 
tion by almost every administration for the last twenty 
years. This policy may be traced to the belief, generally 
entertained, that Texas was embraced in the cession of 
Louisiana by France, to the United States, in 1803, and was 
improperly surrendered by the Treaty of Florida, in 1819 ; 
connected with the fact, that a larffe portion of the territory 
lies in the Valley of ike Missimppi, and is indispensable to 
the defence of a distant and important frontier. The hazard 
of a conflict of policy upon important points, between the 
United States and one of the leadmg European powers, since 
the recf^ition of Texas, has rendered the atquisition still 
more essential to tlieir oafetv and wrtlirc , ind accord- 
ingly, has mi rci-cd m pinportion thi nccesifity of acquir- 
ing it" 

* 28l]i Cungrc=s, 2il Session, House or Re^i 
S, p. 47. 
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The Treaty of Annexation was lost in the Senate, by a 
vote of 35 to 16 ; but when, in 1845, the mode of aunexa^ 
tioa hy Joint Resolution of the Senate and the House of Re- 
presentatives was under debate, avowals equally bold were 
made of the pro-slavery views of its warmest friends. I 
quote out of a multitude only a few of the most explicit 
declarations. 

Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, member of the House of 
Representatives, inquired, during the discussion : * " Would 
Southern gentlemen consent to divide Texas into two States : 
one glavekolding, and one not ? — slavery to be admitted into 
the portion adjacent to the South, while free labor was con- 
fined to the portion which bordered on Mexico. "Would any 
Southerner agree to tins ? Would he cut off his own 
egress, and fetter the enei^es of the slave-holding commu- 
nity ? If any Southern man assented to such a proposition, 
he must be either a fool or a knave : a fool, not to perceive 
its bearing; and a knave, if perceiving it he did not resist 
it." 

Mr. Merrick, of Maryland, said in the Senate : t " The 
domestic tranquillity of the country is endangered, and if 
jou reject Texas now for reasons such as these, think you 
I hat the South will ait down quietly under it? Will the 
spirit of abolition cease to goad and war upon the sensitive 
interest of the South ? And to what must its assaults inev- 
itably lead ? We are now in a minority in both houses of 
Congress, in point of fact, on this question. Restore the 
balance of power, and all will be safe. Tiie Soutli does 
not want power to encroach upon the North ; no one dreads 
or thinks of that. But we need power to defend and pro- 
tect ourselves. It has grown into a maxim, that the best 
security for peace is to be prepared for war. The best 
security for the South is to be able to protect herself. The 

* Appendix lo llic Congressional Glolje.asth Congress, 2il Session, 
p. 108. t Ibid. p. 233. 
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balance of power once restored, abolitionists would thea lei 
E3 alone, and this blighting agitation ivould die its niitural 
death. For these reasons, sir, I am warranted in saying, 
that, for the purpose of preserving domestic iranqmlUty, we 
should admit Texas." 

Mr. Ashley, of Ai'kansas, said in the same debate in the 
Senate : * " That if Texas should not be admitted, the 
Southern States must be depopulated. It might be true, that 
tlie admission of Texas would change the local position of 
Borae of our planters ; but that was a matter very immate- 
rial, because their relation to the Union and to the govern- 
ment would still continue the same. All the cotton raised 
by our citizens would be i-aised within our own country, and 
by men having tbe same feelings and interests with our- 
selves." 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, made these remarks ; t " The 
measure was boldly opposed, in and out of Congress, on the 
gi-ound that it would perpetuate slavery, and add to the 
strength and power of the Southern States. Such an oppo- 
sition, proceeding from such sources, for sucb purposes, 
had operated powerfully on bis mind in favor of annex- 
ation." 

" The Slate he had the honor in part to represent was a:; 
deeply interested in the slave question as any other in the 
Union ; and could it be supposed that he could listen with 
indifference to such attacks, made on the rights of property 
of its citizens, or oppose a measui-e calculated, in his opinion, 
to strengthen those rights, and to pi-omote tlie permanent 
prosperity and glory of the nation?" 

The Wnskington Union of May 23, 1845, quoted iviih 
approbation the words-of an American, who had lately been 
in Texas, and who congratulated the editors on the success 

* Appendix to the Congressiounl Globe, S8th Congress, 2d Sessiou, 
p. S37. 
t Ibid. p. 224. 
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of annexation, " as giving the South so national a guai-anly 
ag^nst the folly of the abolitionists," 

So far, then, as the Annexation of Texas involved us in 
tli£5c,ulties with our ndghbors, or was a preliminary to open 
war, so far is the inslifution of slavery in our country impli- 
cated in tlie same unhappy results. For that the latter was 
an actuating motive to effect the former, is explicitly stated 
in the above plain declarations, which we might multiply 
indefinitely. We are not now pronouncing upon the fttnesa 
or unfitness of sucli a connection, but we sirajily state it as 
a feet, that is substantiated by (he best authority. To have 
omitted this piece of historj', in chaptera on the antecedent 
circumstances and causes of the Mexican "War, would be, to 
use the illustration of another, as absurd as " acting the play 
of Hamlet, witli the part of Hamlet omitted." 

But the institution in question has not only been acces- 
sory to the war through annexation, but it also acted directly 
to prolong it, in furtherance of its own ulterior purposes, 
Let ua call some trust-worthy witnesses to the stand. 

The Charleston Cmirier speaks thus:* "Besides, every 
battle fought in Mexico, and every dollar spent there, 
but insures the acquisition of territory, which must widen 
the field of Southern enterprise and power in the future ; 
and tlie final result will be to readjust the whole balance of 
power in the confederacy, so as to give us control over the 
operations of the govei'ument in all time to come. li' the 
South be true to tliemselves, the day of our depression is 
gone, and gone ibrevei'." 

In a debate in Congress, upon a bill introduced by Mr. 
Preston King, but not passed, that slavery should be ex- 
cluded from the teri'itoiy that might be acquired from Mex- 
ico, Mr. Hilliard, of Alabama, said:t "That gentlemen 
transcended the i-ules which should govern them here; if 

* Jloorly'i. idcw, p. i;4. t Ibid. p. 126. 
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they proceeded, they would rouse a feeling at the South 
that would rend the bonds of this Union, as Sampson burst 
the withas that bound him. Was this the doctrine that was 
to be acted on, — that, acquire what territory we might, free 
labor might be suffered to go there, but the men of the 
South should not lake their slaves with them ihere? If this 
Ihing was to be done, this goTemment would be unequal, and 
its days would be numbered." 

Mr, Dargan, from the same State, also said : • " What 
would be tiought by the volunteers from the South, when it 
was announced to ihem that slavery was to be escluded 
from the territory, their arms had acquired? This question 
must be settled before we proceed to acquire more territory, 
for afterwards it will be too late." 

" Say to the South, that they are only fighting to make 
free territory, that it is only for this that the brave men of 
Carolina, Geoi^a, and Alabama, are periling their lives, 
and they will demand the settlement of this question now, 
preliminary to any further prosecution of the war." 

Mr. Sims, of South Carolina, in a speech in the House of 
Eepresentatives, Jan. 28, 1847: "And I have no doubt, — I 
express the opinion here, — that every foot of territory we 
shall permanently occupy south of thirty-six degrees thirty 
minutes, will be slave territory." In reply to a question by 
Mr. Burt, whether it would be in consequence of the stale 
of public opinion in the Northern, Western, or Middle 
States? or whether it was in consequence of the known 
determination of the Southern people, that their institu- 
tions shall be carried into that country, if acquired? Mr. 
Sims answered: "It is founded on the known determination 
of lie Southern people, that their institutions shall be car- 
ried there; i( is founded on the laws of GJod, written on 

* Moody's Facts, pp. 126, 127. 
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the dlmate and soil of the country ; nothing but slave labor 
can cultivate profllably that region of country. 1 have no 
idea that the North or the West will resist to the death. 
Thia Union never will be dissolved on tiiat question." 

Mr. Roberts, of Mississippi, demanded in the House of 
Representatives, Feb. 4, 1847 : * " And are we to tell a 
Uutler, a Quitman, a Davis, a Tell, a Price, a Pillow, and a 
host of other. Southern gentlemen, officers, and soldiers, who 
have bravely volunteei'ed, and shed Iheir blood, and dissi- 
pated their treasure, who i-epresent millioiis of slave holders, 
that, ailer the territory that may be acquired has been pur- 
chased at so fearful a cost, they; or their wives, or their 
children, or theiv friends, or relatives, shall not go upon the 
territory to possess it, people it, and cultivate it, and buUd 
upon it, for themselves and their cliildren ? No, sir ; they 
will tell US, and I tell you, the South will have her rights, 
come what may." 

Mr. Calhoun f in the Senate maintained, in like manner, 
the riglit of slave-holders to carry their slaves, and hold their 
slaves in the new territories conquered from Mexico; — 
" The case of our recently-acquired territory from Mexico, 
is, if possible, more marked. The events connected with 
the acquisition are too well known to require a long nar- 
rative. It was won by anas, and a great sacrifice of men 
and money. The South, in the contest, performed her fuU 
shai-e of military duty, and earned a full share of military 
honor ; has poured out her full share of blood freely, and 
has and will bear a full share of the expense ; has evinced a 
full share of skill and braverj', and if I were to say even 
more than her full share of both, I would not go beyond the 
truth ; to be attributed, however, to no superiority in either 
respect, but to accidental circumstances, which gave both it« 

* Printed spcecli, pp. 6, 7. 

t Frinted speech, p. 12, June 27, 1S48, 
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officers and soldiers more favorable Ojporturitie ior tbpir 
display. All have done their duty noblj uid ii ^h couiage 
BJid gallantry are but coiunioii attributes of oui pdjle 
Would it be right and just to close a tenitdj thus won 
against the South, and leave it open eicluanely to (he 
Nonh ? Would it deserve the name ol free soil if one lialf 
of the Union should be excluded and the other half =houId 
monopolize it, ivhen it was won by the joint e\pense and 
joint efforts of all ? Is the great law to be rever"cd, — that 
whicij is won by all should be equally enjoyed by all T' 

Forcibly and unanswerably was it argued by Mt. Dis of 
New Tork in the Senate, Feb. 28, 1849 : " " When the war 
with Mexico was comaienced, we were cliai^ed with the in- 
tention of acquiring territory with a view to carrying slaves 
into it. The charge was denied. We repelled the impu- 
tation as doing injustice to our motives. Yet, in the very 
first attempt to estabhsh a government for that territory, 
the right is insisted upon, the purpose is confessed. Whether 
the Mexican Government was aware of this imputation, \ 
do not know ; but in the negotiation with Mr. Trisf, the 
Mexican commissioners wished us to stipulate not to carry 
slavery info the territory which was proposed to be ceded.f 

"These Mexicans, whom we have been accustomed to 

# Printed speech, p. 11. 

t " IStli. The United States shall compromise ihamsdves not to 
permit fllRvorj in the pait of the tenitorj wliicli they may acijuii'c liy 
tliis treaty," — Prdiiainaries of ihe JUfximii Commistioiiers, Ang. 24, 
1847. 

Mr. Trist, in a letter to Mr. Buchanan, Sept. 4th, mentions (tint this 
topic came up in discussion ; that the commissioners assured him that 
if it were pmposed to tlie peopio of tlie United States to part willi a, 
portion of their territory in onior that the Inqaiaition eIioqIcI be estat" 
lished in it, (lie proposal would not awalten greater abhorrence than 
that awakened in Mexico by the prospect that slavery would be in- 
troduced in any territory parted with by her ; that he assured them 
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consider lialf-civilized, vanquished in tlie field, driven from 
their Ciipital, compelled to make peace with us almost on our 
own terras, and forced to cede a portion of their territory, 
implore us not to carry slavery into it. Sir, I ask how 
should we stand before the world, liberal and enlightened as 
we are, proclaiming (o mankind the principle of human lib- 
erty as one of the inalienable rights of our race, if we were 
to disregard these entreaties?" 

We deem the frank statements of Calhoun, and others, 
Bufficient proof that the Soutli would neithei' have embarked 
in nor pursued the Mexican war, had they supposed that the 
new conquests would become free territories and slates. As 
this is only a review, and not a hislory of the war, it is suf- 
ficient to give a specimen of the largo amount of docu- 
mentary evidence exisling upon this subject. 

We are obliged theiefore shocking as the statement is, 
and bl i h ng for our natiie land as we Jo while we recoi'd 
it to declare that tht p amount causp and motive of the 
WIT \Mth Mexi « 'wiihout doubt or confro\ersy, was ter- 
nlorial aggrandize nenf under tl e dominion of domestic 
el-nery and the mlerna! ala^e tiade Tlus cause, first ad- 
vocated by a few, and after«-ards entangling the nation, 
severed the province of Texas from Mexico, and annexed it 
to the United States, This cause carried the sword in its 
devastating career from Palo Alto to Buena Vista, and from 
Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico. War has, in former 
times, made slaves of its captives ; but it reserved to this 
advanced period of tlie world its chief exploit of seeking to 

that he liid not liiffor wicli ihem prahably on slavery, considered in ii- 
self, l>i\t ttiiit ihej lifld erroneous impresstoiis of slavery ns it existed 
In the United States, and that lie oould not nceept the new territory on 
condition that slavery was excluded, not if its valno were increased 
tenfold, " and, in additimi io thai, eoifrorf a foot thick all over villi pure 
go/d." The topic was dropped. 30tli Congress, 1st Session, Senate, 
'Ex. Doc, 52, pp. 199, 315. 
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convert the land of freedom, which it bad conquered, into 
the area of slavery, and of spreading over new parallels of 
latitude the blight of national injustice and eternal wretch- 
edness. 



CHAPTER IV. 



PBBTEXTS FOR WAR. 



" 1 believe that if the qaestion had been pnt ta Congress before the 
march of the armies and their actual conflict, not tea votes could have 
been obtained in either honse for the war with Mexico under the ex- 
isting state of things," — Webster. 

The chief motive to thia wax, however it might be in- 
cidentally dropped hy incautious lips or pens in the ardor 
of debate, or in the anonymous newspaper article, was yet 
too culpable to be openly avowed in the documents of a 
republican government. More plausible reasons were as- 
Bigned. The United States were represented as the injured 
and insulted party. The war was claimed to be a war of 
self-defence. The vindication of national rights and honor 
was loudly insisted on, and a spectator might have supposed 
that our existence as a people was in danger, and that no- 
thing but the most energetic measures could avert the im- 
pending ruin. But we find, now tlie smoke has cleared 
away, and the excitement is over, and we can view things 
calmly and considerately, that what were alleged as reasons 
for the war with Mexico, prove to have been but windy 
pretences. Many patriotic and good men of all parties in 
the United States, did not at the time regard them as worthy 
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causes of such fearful consequences. They received the 
pointed censure of the wisest and best in the ii'eest countries 
of Europe. They were soon weighed in the balaneea, and 
found wantiag, by the votes and voices of a majority of ihe 
popular branch cl' the American Legislature. Tliey ivei-e 
divested of most 'jf tbeu" plausibility by the progi-ess of the 
war, the conditions on wliich peai* ivas made, aud the 
revelations of subsequent political history ; and they now 
stand in the judgment of impartial history convicted, con- 
demned, and sentenced to go to "their own place." 

The fii-st, in order of time and importance, of these pre- 
tests for war, was the non-fulfilment by Mexico of her 
agreement lo indemnify the citizens of the United Slates for 
wrongs inflicted upon their business and commerce. 

The subject is elsewhere considered in oiher connections 
in this review, but the following condensed statement by the 
venerable Albert Gallatin, ivill afford all the necessary in- 
formation to make our argument intelligible ; — 

" It may be proper, in the first place, to observe, that the 
refusal of doing justice in cases of this kind, or the long 
delays in providing for them, have not generally produced 
actual war. Almost always, long-pi-otracted negotiations 
have been alone resorted to. This haa been strikingly the 
case with the United States. The claims of Great Britam 
for British debts, secured by the treaty of 1783, were not 
settled and paid till the year 1803 ; and it was only subse- 
quently to that year that the claims of the United States, 
for depredations committed in 1793, were satisfied. The 
very plain question of slaves carried away by the British 
forces in 1815, in open violation of the treaty of 1814, was 
not settled and the indemnity paid till the year 1826. The 
claiias against France, for depredations committed in the 
years 1806 to 1813, were not settled and paid for till the 
year 1834. In all these cases peace was preserved by 
patience and forbearance. 
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"■With respect to the Mexican indemnities, the subject 
had been laid more than once before Congresa, not without 
suggestions that strong measures should he resorted to. 
But Congress, in whom alone is invested ihe power of de- 
claring war, uniformly declined doing it. 

"A convention was entered into on the 11th of April, 
1839, between the United States and Mesico, by virtue of 
which a joint commission was apjwinted for the esaminaiion 
and settlement of those claims. The powers of the com- 
missioners terminated, according to the convention, in Feb- 
ruary, 1842. The total amount of the American claims 
presented to the commission, amounted to 8 6,291,605. Of 
these, $2,026,140 were aUowed by the commission; a fur- 
ther sum of 8928,628 was allowed by the c 
the United States, rejected by the Mexican c 
and left undecided by the umpire ; and cl^ms a 
$3,336,837 had not been exammed. 

" A new convention, dated January 30, 1843, granted to 
ihe Mexicans a forlher delay for the payment of the claims 
which had been admitted, by virtue of which the interest 
due to the claimants was made payable on the SOth of April, 
1843, and the principal of the awards and the interest ac- 
cruing thereon, was stipulated to be paid in five years, in 
twenty equal instalments every three months. The claim- 
ants received the interest on the 30th of April, 1843, and 
the three instalments. The agent of the United States, 
havi^, under peculiar circumstances, given a receipt for 
the instalments due in April and, July, 1844, before they 
had been actually paid by Mexico, the payment lias been 
assumed by the United States and discharged to the claim- 
ants. 

'fA third convention waB concluded at Mexico on the 
20th of November, 1843, by the plenipotentiaries of the two 
governments, by which provision was made for ascertaining 
and paying the claims on which no final decision had been 
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made. In Jaiiuaiy, 1844, thia convention was ratified bj 
the Senate of the United States, with two amendments, 
which were referred to the Gtovemment of Mexico, hut re- 
specting which no answer has ever been made. On the 
12th of April, 1844, a treaty was concluded bj the Presi- 
dent with Texas, for the annexation of that republic to the 
T'nited States. This treaty, though not ratified by the 
Senate, placed the two countries in a new position, and 
arrested for a while all negotiations. It was only on the 1st 
of March, 1845, that Congress passed a joint resolution for 
the annexation. 

" It appears most clearly that the United Stales are justly 
entitled to a full indemnity for the injuries done to their 
citizens ; that, before the annexation of Texas, there was 
every prospect of securing that indemnity ; and that those 
injuries, even if they had been a just cause for war, were in 
no shape whatever the cause of that in which we are now in- 
volved." * 

Thus far Mr. Gallatin ; from which, and from other gen- 
eral knowledge on the subject, no doubt possessed by our 
readers, we come to tlie following conclusions : — 

1. That the claims made by us on other nations, though 
long refused, were not deemed sufficient causes of war. 

2. That Congress, the proper war-making power, had re- 
peatedly declined resorting to arms to collect these debts of 
Mexico. 

3. That, on the whole, the conduct of Mexico, considering 
her disordered condition, would, upon the question of indem- 
nities, compai-e not unfavorably with that of England and 
Fi-ance. 

4. That the annexation of Texas was the chief cause of 
the non-fulfilment of her engagements by Mexico. 

5. That the large amount of claims preferred, and the 

* Peace with Mesifo, p. 2. 
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much smaller amount allowed by the umpire, leads to the 
strongest conviction that many of them were franduknt, an 
inference fully sustained by an examination of them indi- 
vidually as published in the reports and documents of the 

6. That, aJthougli these difficulties were assigned as the 
cause or excuse for war, subsequently, yet at first, both in 
the documeuts of the Executive and the le^sfative branch 
of the Government, no explicit declaration was made, when 
war was declai-ed, of the indebtedness of Mexico to the 
United Stales as a. bona fide reason for fighting. 

The next pi-etext was the refusal by Mexico, in 1845 - 6, 
to receive Mr. Slidell as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary, to reside in that Hepublic. The whole 
history of that affair is recorded in the journals of the day, 
and the documents of Government, and need not be tedious- 
ly repeated here. The main facts are these, and they ai'e 
not disputed by any party. After the passage of tlie joint 
resolution for the annexation of Texas, in March, 1845, 
Almonte, the Mexican Minister at "Washington, demanded 
his passports and returned home. In September, the Pres- 
ident of the United States made proposals for restoring a 
cordial understanding between the two countries. The 
Mexican Government replied that they felt deeply injured, 
but would receive a commissioner to " settle the present 
dispute," referring to the Texas question, provided the naval 
forces, placed in a menacing attitude in sight of Vera Cruz, 
were recalled. This was done by the United Slates. Mr. 
Slidell, of Louisiana, was appointed Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary. He arrived in the city of 
Mexico Dec. 6, 1845, and left the country about the 1st of 
April, 1846. He was not recognized by the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, as was alleged on their part, because he came as a 

• aTth Conurcas, 2na Sesaion, Executive- Dociimunla, No. 21. 
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resident Minister, and not as a Commissioner.* But a change 
of the national administration from the hands of the pacific 
Herrera to those of tiie warlike Pai-edes, uliich occun-ed in 
the interim, was a great obstacle to the success of his mis- 

By a comparison of dates, liowevei", it will be found that 
the American Minister was not finally i-ejeeled until after 
the gates of war were thrown open by the order to Gen. 
Taylor to take Im position of offence on (he east bank of the 
Rio Grande. 

Mr. Slidel! wrote home,t Dec. 27, 1843, that on the 2l3t 
of that month he had " received from Pena y Pena his 
promi ed leply, lonveying the ibrmal and unqualified re- 
fu'fal of the Mexican Government to receive me in the 
character for nhich I am commissioned." This letter was 
not received bj the aulhorilies at Washington, until Jan. 
23, 1840 and therefore, could not have been the basis of the 
order of Jan l^th,' ten days before, ordering Gen. Taylor 
to in\ade the disputed territory on the Rio Gi-ande, Mr. 
Buchanan states explicitly in a letter to Mr. Slidell, of Jan. 
28, 1846, that his despatches of the 27th and 29th of Decem- 
ber were teceited on the 23d instant, X 

But Herrera's powei wia ovei-tmned, and P uedes came 
to the head of affaii= on Jan 3, 184r Stdl theie wa' hope 
even with the new w-uhke ■» imimsti ition, of negotiating a 
treaty. On March 1st, Mr felideli at JiUpa, had letters 
from the city of Mexico, which spoke ' confidently of ku 
reception,"^ and ga^e information of it to the Depirtment 

* SOtli Congress, 1st Session House of liepreaentatives Lsecutivo 
Docnments, No. 60: ' The delni has arisen olelyfiom certain diffi 
cutties orensioned liy tin mtnie of the credentials fece Ihc I>etter of 
Pona }- Pena to Mi-. SKiIcil, Dec. 16, 1845. See his letter also to the 
Mexican Council, Dct. 11, 1845. 

t 30th Congi-esa, 1st Session. Hoose of Eeprcsentatives, Executive 
Documents, No. 60, p. 32. 

t Ibid. p. 54. i Ibid. p. 63. 
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at Washington. Meanwhile, the Union, tiie official oi^an, 
had said, on Feb, 10, 1846, that letters had heen received to 
the 14th of January from Mr. Siidell; that he had not then 
" been received by the Govemment in his official capacity ; 
nekka- had theg declined his rectfpiion" 

On March 12th, Mr. Buchanan wrote to Mr. SUdell, " I 
am directed by tJie President to instruct you not, to have thai 
Hepublic until you shall have made a formal demaud to be 
received by the new govei-nment."* 

On the 14th of January, Mr. Siidell had stated that his 
notes to Mr. Pena y Pena had " not yet been considered ;" 
and he spoke of the new minister of foreign relations as one 
whom he knew at heart to be " deeidedly favorable to an 
amicable adjustment of all questions pending between the 
two governmenta."'!' 

And it was not lall March 18th,t more than two months 
after the virtual war-order of Jan. 13tli, that the American 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary wrote 
home that he had received his decided rejection by the 
Paredes Govemment, and that he had demanded his pass* 
ports. On that very day Gea. Taylor dated his despatch to 
the War Department,§ at "El Sauce, 119 miles from Corpus 
Christi," and, of course, thus far into a disputed territory, as 
much as that on the north-eastern boundary in debate a few 
years before, between England and the United Slates, or 
that portion between 49° and 54° 40' on the Pacific slope, 
negotiated in 1845-6. 

The warlike movements of the United States are seen by 
these letters to liave been pushed forward independently of 
the reception or the rejection of Mr. Shdell. If the defeat 
of his mission was a real cause of war, and not a pretext, an 
afterthought, used to justify what had heen already done, 

* 30th Congress, 1st Session, House of ReproseatatJvGS, ExecnUva 
Documenla, No. GO, p. 64, t Ihiil- p- 50. 

t Ibid. p. 66. ( Ihiri.p, 123. 
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the course of modesty would at least have dictated that the 
onset to arms should not be sounded until tie Minister had 
been able lo leave tie country, and the Executive had time 
to lay the matter before Congress to decide the question of 
peae« or war. 

The Christian mode of proceeding cannot he better stated 
tlan in the words of Mr. Glallatin : " Yet, when Mexico re- 
fused to receive Mr. Slidell as an Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, the United States should have 
remembered that we had been the aggressors j that we 
had committed an act acknowledged, as well by the prac- 
tical law of nations as by common sense and common jus- 
tice, to be tantamount to a declaration of war; and they 
should have waited with patience tU! the feelings excited 
by our own conduct had subsided."* 

The conclusions are, therefore, 

1. That the refusal to receive an Envoy is not, according 
to the law of nations, a just canse of war, until at least every 
rational appeal has been exhausted. 

2. That the movements of the American army that led to 
the spilling of blood, were ordered without special reference 
to the mission in Mexico. 

3. That, in ease the refusal to receive Mr. Slidell were 
grave cause enough to involve two great nalions in war, the 
question should have been submitted to the decision of the 
Congress of the United States, then in session, and author- 
ized by the Constitution to decide precisely such questions. 

The final and immediate reason assigned at the beginning 
of the war was, that " Mexico has passed the boundary of 
the United States, has invaded our territory, and shed Amer- 
ican blood upon the American soil." How amply this rea^ 
son, when closely investigated, beara the chai-acter of a pre- 
test, will be shown in detail in cliapters seventh and eighth, 
to which we refer our reader on the question of boundary. 
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PREPAEATIOX ( 



" No, Sii' ; if we woitlit awsiken tlie de.^irc for pencp in tiie bosom of 
England, — if we would render Americn, invincible in baltlc, — ice whs! 
prepare lAe heart of Vie nation for Iho defence of its rights and its honor, 
by honestly telling tJie people the real state of the facts, and by giving 
tham the reason for the measures we adopt." — Mh. Ai.les, in Smote 
0/ die U. S. Dec. 16, 1S43. 

It was reserved to our day to witness the change of the 
popular maxim, " in time of peace prepare for war," into 
another rule, of even more questionable morality, " in 
time of peace prepare war." But, from a careful exam- 
ination of the documents relating to the Annexation of 
Tesaa, and its consequences, and of the leading newspajwrs 
of the time, and the means used to act upon die public mind 
before the war broke out, we cannot avoid the conclusion, 
that a conflict with Mexico was early anticipated, desired, 
and prepared for, by those who understood but too well how 
easily the war spirit could be kindled in the lieart of the 
nation. The reasons assigned for the war were but pre- 
tences, covering ulterior designs, which it would not do at 
once to disclose ; but which have, in due succession, al! come 
out, and now stand in their naked deformity before the 
world: Conquest, Dismemberment, Annexation of new ter- 
ritories, the extension of Slavery, the domestic Slave Trade, 
and the Slave Power. A distinguished statesman, with 
equal truth and severity, characterized the war as a " war 
of pretexts." What can prevent it from occupying that posi- 
tion on tlie pages of candid and impartial history? 
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To show ttat we speak not " without book " on this sub- 
ject, let us investigate some of the means bj which the ball 
was set in motion, and the pretences by which "its crushing 
pn^iress was justified after it began to roll. 

From the moment that Texas was virtually annexed, in 
March, 1845, the cliuig of arms resounded through the West 
and South West. We have already seen that politicians of 
opposite parties declared the identity of annexation and war. 
But war did not immediately ensue ; and, weak and dis- 
tracted as Mexico was, there was no immediate likelihood of 
its occurrence. Time might heal the wound. A pacific 
administration was in power in that republic, and much was 
to be Iioped from a conciliatory policy. Such were the views 
and feelii^, now on record, of many of the friends of an- 
nexation, as well as of its determined opponents. 

But other counsels prevailed. An endeavor seemed forth- 
with to be made, to irritate, rather than to tranquillize, our 
neighbors. The frontiers southward bristSed with arms. In 
1844, when the Treaty of Annexation was under considera- 
tion, assurances had been made to the Texan authorities, by 
the United States,* that, during the negotiation and settle- 
ment of difticulties, Texas should be defended by the naval 
and military forces of this republic, in case they conceived 
Mexico had any serious intention of invasion, and the 
pledges were redeemed.f But, in 1845, the tone began l« 
change from defence to offence. As soon as the Joint Reso- 
lutions were accepted by the Texan Legislature, and before 
the measure of annexation could be perfected, steps were 
taken on the part of Texas to receive, and on the part of 
the United States to send troops, ostensibly to ward off 

• Mr. Houston's speech in the II. S. Senate, Feb. 19, 1847. Also, 
his Letter to the Texas Banner, Jnly 18, 1847. 

t See Pres. Tyler's Message to the Semite, May 15, 1844, with the 
Bccompimyiiig Docaments, 2eth Congress, 1st Session, Senate, 341, 
pp. 82 and foUowiug. 

4* 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



42 PEEPAEATION OF WAR. 

attacks from Mexico. A formidable iiaTal foi'ce, of nine 
war-sliipa, was placed in the Gulf; a, squadraa ivas de- 
spatched to the Pacific coast ; an expedition, professedly sci- 
entific iu its aims, but found capable, afterwards, of being 
converted into a hostile inatrament, was equipped for Cali- 
fornia and Oregon, and applications to enter it were more 
numerous than could be received.* In a word, all the ele- 
ments began to muster their tempestuous powers, and brew 
the hurricane. 

At this critical moment, tlie press, mighty en^ne for weal 
or w-oe, interposed but too oilen its vast influence, to fire the 
warlike passions in our countrj-men. In the summer of 
1845, no less than three long series of essays appeared in 
llie organ of the national administration, i-elative to our diffi- 
culties with Mexico, and characterized by a belligerent tone 
of thought and feeling. The distant valley of the West was 
agitated by " rumors of wars." Texas already snuifed the 
coming storm. Unusual activity i-eigned in the barracks, 
forts, and navy yai-ds of tiie countiy. The signs of the 
times were not to be mistaken ; and the wonder now ia, that, 
with all the preparations that were made for war, during the 
year 1845, any body should have been taken by surprise 
when it came, in ISIS. They who had watched the filling 
of the magazine were not startled, when the spark was ap- 
plied, to witness its explosion. 

The following paragraphs, from various journals of that 
period, will show the temper of the times ; and, when we 
consider that the newspaper press has an almost boundless 
power, both in creating and expressing public opinion in the 
United States, can we hesitate to believe, since effects must 
have a cause, that such sentences as these, read, copied, 
caught up by ardent temperaments, repeated from mouth 
to mouth, did not a little to pi-ecipilate the collision of 
arms? 

* TliB IVashiT'sI'M (/niim, June U, 1S4S. 
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The Harrisbui^ (Pa.) Union, April, 1845, Las tliese re- 
mai'ks on " our Foreign relations : " " Mexico, pronuncta- 
me)!(o-loving Mexico, thi'eatens the United titates with all 
sorts of perils short of actual war, if the President execntes 
a =olemn act of Congress, and tLe expressed will of his 
conotitULHl^ We pity Mexico, lorn as she is by domestic 
factions, 11 hosp sole object is to rob its poor and suffering 
people , but when she talks of war with a friendly nation, 
■which has spaied her on former occasiona, we cannot help 
looking at her situation ajid resources, and recoHecdug how 
tempting it is to be invited by aggression to conquer her ter- 
ritory, and free her enslaved population from their petty ty- 



" The ports of Mexico on the Gulf, Tampico and Vera 
Cruz, can be closed by our cruisers in a few days' sail. Her 
harbors on the Pacific are open and defenceless, and an 
army marching from Texas would be paid in its rout by the 
silver mines scattered along its path, and the gold, jewels, 
and silver of the city of Montezuma, would reward its ad- 
venturous assailants, while it paid the debt of its conquest. 
The settlers of Oregon would tiJie permanent possession of 
the Califomias, which would thus be added to our territory 
on the shores of the South sea. 

" Let Mexico therefore beware how far she tempts us by 
insolent and threatening language." 

The Daily Unicni at Wasliington, May 10, 184o, has the 
following: "The Government of the United States has 
been compelled in consequence of the hostile demonstrations 
on the part of Mexico, to despatch a powerful squadron to 
the Gulf, prepared to prevent or resist any warlike move- 
ments. The naval force in the Pacific is, of course, appriz- 
ed of the posture of affiurs. Troops have been assembled 
on our Southern frontier, ready to act as circumstances may 
demand. 
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" These proceedings, however, are purely and exclusively 
defensive. Unless Mexico should commence hostilities, 
nothing will be attempted on our side." 

The Daily Union, May 14, 1845, has an extra<;t from a 
private letter from New Orleans : " Are we going to have 
war or not (with Mejdco) . . . "War is all the talk here, aa 
you may readily conceive. There are many brave fellows 
among us who are anxious to show their mettle." Continues 
the Union in comment, — " Sound but the tnimpef, and thei-e 
would pour volunteers enough from the valley of the Jlis- 
sissippi alone, to overrun Mexico, and subdue California. 
There would scarcely be wanting a single regular soldier 
to form the nucleus of twenty-thousand volunteers." 

The NashmUe Union of May 24th, quoted in the Washing- 
ton Union, of May 31, 1846, discourses thus: "Mexico 
may declare war, hut that will not dissolve the bonds of an- 
nexation ; it may vestiXt \n addtiioncd annexatimi ; and that 
view of the case deserves to be well weighed in Mexico he- 
fore war is resorted to. In such a war, it ivill be found that 
annexation wUl be sustained by Whigs aa weU as I>emo- 

Correspondent C. in Art. 14th, on Mexico, in the Union 
May 28th, says : " The other nations of the earth, must either 
exclude her from the rank which she clmms among them, 
or must compel her to observe those laws of the government 
to which they voluntarily and cheerfully submit. We have 
seen, that by a timely resort to those meaiifres of c. 
which the cireum=iances of the case rendered i 
France and England have compelled her to redress the 
wrongs which she had perpetrated, and to obey that law 
which she had violated. Were this course universally 
adopted, Mexico herself would grow richer and happier as 
well as belter." 

The Union of June 2d, predicts, — '' The march of the 
Anglo Saxon race is onward. They must in the end accom- 
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plish their destiny — spreading far and wide the great prin- 
ciple of self-government ; and who shall say how far they 
will prosecute the work ? 

" We infinitely pi-efer the friendly settlement of the great 
question now pending. It will secure the peace and welfare 
of the Mexican nation. It can now be done, and it should 
now be accomplished. For who eon arrest the torrent that 
will pour onward to the West? The rood to California will 
be open to us. Who ■will stiy the march of our Western 
people? Our Northern brethren, al=o, are looking toward 
that inviting region, infh much more interest than those of 
the South. They, too, will raise the crj ot Westward, hoi 
However strongly many ot them may now oppose annexa- 
tion, yet, let California be thrown open (o their ambition, 
and the torrent even of their population will roll westwardly 
to the Paciflc" 

Some papers hfted up a warning voice against this war- 
cry. Thus the Cincinnati Gazelle, in reference to the last 
article, justly remarks ; " We feel, as we fear, the spirit of 
the article in The Union. It bodes no good ; it is evil. Ho I 
Westward! Halls of* the Montezmnas, and the mines of 
Mexico, would start into being 20,000 volunteers i Ay, so 
it would. What then ? Why, in this valley, teeming with 
life, a spirit of aggrandiaement, — of mad and maddening 
exdtement, — of a selfish and burning thirst of power, — of 
military cxdtement, — of conquest, in its worst and most 
detestable form, — would rule as a master tyrant, sweeping 
al! before il, and, as sure as it lives, desolating the hope of 
the virtuous and the free. Let all parties shun this spirit as 
they would dishonor. Let the coimfry smite it down in its 
early manhood, ere that manhood be smitten uato death, by 
its foul and degrading breath," 

The Hmston Star, of May 24, 1845, says: "We are 
happy to statfl here, that arrangements have been made to 
obtain accurate information of the movements of the Mex- 
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ican forces ; and it is believed that our government wil] be 
prepared to repel any incursions of Mexican troops into tlie 
disputed lenitory {previously slated to be the territory 
' West of the Nueces.' ") 

The Washington Union, of June lltb, advises that "the 
Texans- themselves should collect their own vohinleers, and 
march lo i-epel the Mexicans from their boi-ders. If the 
troops of Mexico liave crossed the Eio Grande, it would be 
better for Texas to clear her own confines at once, than wait 
for the movements of our regulars. We hazaed nothing in 
saying that such, too, would he the decided prefei-ence of our 
own goveniraent. We had understood, indeed, that such ivaa 
also the determination of the Texans, if the Mexicans should 
be found hovering in the country between the llio Gi-ande 
and the Nueces. We do not mean to say, that if the Texans 
should be found wanting to themselves, we should suifer a 
hostile foot to tread her legitimate soil, as soon as her Con- 
gress and her Convention have I'atified our pi'opositions." 

The New Orleans Picayatte, of June 7tli, says ; " We have 
received inteUigence, by this arrival, to the effect, that llie 
MeKicans are really concentrating a large force on the Jiio 
Grande, preparatory to war, in case Texas should agree to 
Annexation. Our informant states, further, that the feeling 
in the htter country is tkorougMy warlike ; the tali is of 
nothing else than a brush with Mexico, if she wishes it." 

2Ke Uiiion, of June 23d, confesses -■ " We are for peace, 
but it must he an honorable peace. We ai-e for war, if the 
rights and honor of our country demand it. This is our true 
position." 

Olsego,!i correspondent in Tlie Union, of June 9th, writes : 
"Ten years ago, our country rang with applause of the 
heroes of San Jacinto. It was a New Orleans victory, so 
far as Texas wae concerned, and was universaliy regai'ded as 
a successful termination of the brief but glorious contest she 
had waged for national freedom." 
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"In spife of iho acfive exeitions of its opponents, open 
or disguised, it is iiardiy a figure of speech io say, tliat An- 
nexation is a tiling of the past. Its substanee v.-as ohtuinediu 
tte detei-minalion of the Texan people. They are about to 
supply the forms, wlien this great American question will pro- 
ceed steadily, and, it is hoped and believed, peacefully, to its 
fulfilment. Yet, this may not be. Madness is sometimea 
inflicted upon nations, as upon man ; and, if it be tvae that 
the Deity, in hia inscrutable wisdom, first dements the people 
whom he would destroy, it may be that the time is not dis- 
tant, when the banner of freedom will float on her hiU tops, 
and tlie Plaza of Mexico be the camping ground of an Ame- 

The Jfeto Orleans Picayune, of June S'ith, says : " We 
heai'd nothing of the rumor ourselves, {that the government 
bad ordei-ed all the troops on the Sabine to advance upon 
the Rio Grande, to repel the menaced irruption of the Mex- 
icans upon the territory of Texas,) but we must say that we 
had rather see our troops marching towards the Rio Grande, 
than to any other quarter of the habitable world." 

Mr. Sliannon, who had just returned from Mexico, where 
he had been Minister Plenipotentiary, in a letter of July 2d, 
to Mr. Buchanan, Secretary of State, writes : " While it 
may be expected that these drafts (the ones that had not yet 
been honored by the Mexican government, and that included 
two instalments, amounting to $275,000) will be paid by Mex- 
ico, so soon as her financial abilities will enable her to do so, 
without regard to the future relations of the two countries, 
1 do not feel justified in giving you any assurance th^ the 
remaining instalments will be paid, until the difficulties exist- 
ing bet^veen the two countries are finally adjusted, or our 
government shall adopt sti-oiig measures, in order to coerce 
Mexico into a compliance with her treaty stipulations." 

Tlte Union, of July 18th, quotes from the Missouri Exposi- 
tor, !in cxiract from a letter dated at Taai, New Mexico: 
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"The glorious spirit of Annexation is spreading, like a 
prsurie-Iii-e up ihe Eio del Norte, and rattling the dried 
bones in New Mexico. « * • 

" Both Americans and Mexicans are making large pur- 
chases of land upon tlie streams running into the Eio del 
Norle and Arkansas, and anticipating Annexation. Ei- 
Giovemor Armijo is stirring up and concentrating around 
him the means of ejecting Mexican domination, and will 
shortly succeed in so doing." 

A plan of the war is sketched in a communicatiou to the 
Uhi<m of Aug. IGth: " 4,000 mihtia and 2,000 regulars in 
Texas, 2,000 mililia and. 1,500 regulars in other parts of 
U. S. 9,500 regulars, 25,000 volunteers,=34,500. With 
these begin tlie forward marcli. Go a-kead.' the word, aod 
prudence and watchfulness (o guide. Pass the Bio Grande. 
Leave a military force to maintain the captured places in 
Mexico, and keep up our line 'of conimunication with our 
base of operations, and with 30,000 men advance direct 
upon Mexico. Vera Cruz should be taken," etc. 

In this same month of August, 1845, Major-Gen. Gaines 
made a requisition oh the Governor of Louisiana, without 
any orders, it was said, from the Secretary of War, for 2,000 
men, and the troops were received and sent on to the fron- 
tiers. The miUtary spirit wfls rampant in the capital of the 
Mississippi Valley. The War Department of the United 
States was pnt in a state of unusufd activity ; arms were 
made ready and despatched even on the sacred day of rest ; 
ships of war were refitted, manned, and commissioned, and 
all was made ready. Gen. Gainea reviewed ihe troops in 
New Orleans on Sunday. Gen. Patterson, of Philadelphia, 
came to Washington to offer his services to the President, to 
raise 6,000 volunteers. Hon. E, M. Johnson, ex Vice-Pres- 
ident of the United States, in a letter to the President, dated 
Aug. 25th, offered himself and the brave Kentuckians for Ihe 
cause. Are not all these things faithfully recorded in the 
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chronicles of tLat pcriocl? and are ihey not significant facta 
in the history of tliis war ? The movements of Gen. Taylor 
to Corpus ChrisEi were ea.cerly copied into all the joumak. 
The Oregon discussion kept up an excitement during the 
session of Congress, 1845-6, faiorable to warlike prepar- 
ations, and training the people to be familiar iritli the idea 
of a resort to aiins. The crj'hadheen loud, "All of Oregon 
or none ; now or never ; fifty-four forty, or fight ;" and all 
this inllammatory patriotism was easily turned, when the 
occasion sen-ed; into another channel, and the sword drawn 
against Mexico instead of England. The conilici burst upon 
tlie country suddenly, at la,=t, and took many by surprise ; 
but had they watched tlie course of public affairs more 
closely, they would ha^e anticipated from such causes aa 
Jiad been diligently set in operation, the very resuifs which 
followed. The effect on Mexico o!" these warlike rumors 
and prepai-ations, is well described in the following article : 

The Union of Jan. 12, 184G, says, "Extracts from the 
papers of Matamoras, published in the Vera Crusano, speak 
of incursions of the AmericMi troops, of detachments of par- 
ties of forty or fifty aoMiers,reconnoiteringandspying out the 
land The posiiioa and movements of the United States' 
li-oops at Corpus ClirisH, ever sim-e Gen. Taylor has been 
there, have excited much alarm, fear, and jealousy, in the 
minds of the Mexicans. They seem to be hourly expecting 
that the United States' troops are about to march upon 
Jlatamora*!, to seize upon that place, and thence, pei-haps, to 
march to capture some others of their cities." 

The state of feehng, too, in the United States, among great 
nmnbei-s of the people, was, probably, but too correctly 
represented in the two sentences below, emanating from 
two great commercial and political cities. 

The AW Orleans Picayune of January, 184G, says, " Be 
the result of the rebellion {prommdaiMiito of Paredes) what 
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it may, it seems to ns that oar relations with Mexico should 
not be longer kept in a state of cbubtful peace." 

Tlie New York Courier, o£ the siane date, said, " TTe hope 
that our Government will pi-omptly force our Mexicac 
affairs to a cri i- 

With this derelopmnnt of the "ii-int oi conquest in the 
heart of the Amenctn people with the extended means 
■which had been i ut m re'wLne a by Iind end sea to carry 
on war, and with Ihp press from ilmobt all quartere sounding 
the watchword of battle, we arp ast»»iiBhed not that the 
crisis of blood cMiie so unexpectedly, but that it was so long 
delayed. 

There were certain causes assigned for the weo", as the 
old question of cl^ms, and the new one oi boundaries, the 
fhieatened invasion of an American State, and ihe rejection 
of our minister at Mexico ; but they have already been 
partially considered. They were, however, better called 
pretexts, than causes of war. They cloaked ihe designs of 
ambition. They were ready stimulants to national pride in 
the hands of expert moulders of pubUc opinion. But the 
real circumstances that predisposed our countrymen to war, 
and the deep main-'spiiiig that moved all the chief agents 
and advocates in the premises, we hai e already laid open. 
The steps taken to accelerate the irememlous crisis, to rouse 
milhons of minds to sanguinary sentiments, and pour forth 
fire and sword upon Meiico, have been indicated in this 
chapter. In succeeding ones, we propose to "count the 
cost" of our national pastime in arm=, as it respects prop- 
erty, life, and all the elements of human prosperity and 
happiness. 
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CHATTEE VI. 



" IVo dnily mako great improvements in milaral, tlicre"!fi one I wish 
to see in moral, pliilosoplij', — tiie diacoi-erj- of a plan that ivouM in- 
dace and oblige nations to settle theic diaputps n-iihout fii-st cutting one 
another's throats. When will human nnfure be suilii'icntly iniproveil 
to see the advantage of this V — FBANiCl.ls, 

AtTHODGH serious difficulties existed between the United 
States and Mexico (ireviously to the advance of Gen, Tay- 
lor from the Nueces fo the Eio Grande, jet no doubt war 
might have been averted, had all parties concerned been 
deeply cofivinced of tlie blesainga of peace, the guilt and 
horrors of a conflict, and the necessity of finally re&orting to 
DCgotiations, because tlie sword itself could settle nothing. 
We had been in as great etraita before, sind had come out 
of the danger without shedding one drop of human blood. 
Granted that this was a peculiai'ly exasperating case of 
spoliations upon our commerce ;* yet had not the United 
States a long list of grievances of tliis kind to adjust with 
several Em-opean powers at the close of the wars of Na- 

« Yet BO late as Aug. S, 1836. Gen. Jackson suid in «, letter to Gov. 
Cannon, of Tennessee, '-Sliould Mexico insult our nationai flag, in- 
Tade our tenilory, oi- intennpt our cMiens in llie lawful pursuits 
which are guarantied to them by treaty, then the Government will 
. promptly repel tlio insnlt, and seek reparation for the injury. But it 
does not appear that offoncea of tliiB kind have heen committed by 
Mexico." 
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poleon, and never thought it necessary to make ihe appeal to 
brule force? Granted that this was a case of violated sove- 
reignty and trespass upon Ihe rights of American dtizena; 
vet Vie had pacifically negotiated with England, but a few 
years before, the difficult affairs groiving out of the " Caro- 
line " and tlie " Patriot War," and the stonn-cloud of danger 
\raa scattered. Granted that it was a case of deferred pay- 
ment of acknowledged claims ; yet France owed us more and 
longer than Mexico, and we hore and forbore ; and when, 
after long but peaceful nrgencj', we oblained the money, our 
burning sense of justice suddenly congealed, and we have 
not to this day paid over what we liave received to the in- 
dividual claimants ibr damages ! Gi'anted tliat it was a 
most delicate and difficult question of boundary lines; still 
we liad hardly seen the ink dry on ■' the treaty of "Washing- 
ton," and the negotiations of Oregon, by which our limits 
■were adjusted on the north from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
What but the lust of territory, and the schemes of annex- 
ation, and the purposed extension of slavery and the slave 
power, prevented the same results in our Mexican difficulties 
on the south? As " a masterly inactivity" had averted an 
Oregon war with Great Britain, so might it have averted a 
Texas war with Mexico. Never was a finer argument sup- 
pUed to the cause of peace, as demonstrating the superiority 
of her counsels to those of war, than is afforded by the 
beginning of the contest ivith Mexico. Never was there a 
more conclusive exhibition of the truth that what the advo- 
cates of war call "the necessity" of hostilities, is a necessity 
of their own creation, or, at least, of their own exaggeration, 
and has no reasonable foundation in national honor, rightly 
understood, or patriotism, truly felt.* 

* "Mr. Webslcr's admirablo lettsr fo Lord AsIiLiirlon on Ihc enijject 
of Impressment, did more to settle that qneslion tliaii a hundred bottloa 
conld hare rtone."— TIi:, Dewey's Peace ApEnrsE. T.fay29, 1813, 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



AEGmiESTS FOR PEACE, 53 

The condast of oui conduct tow^rdo Gieif Biifiin and 
ill It f iida "Mci^ieo i3 Tcrj mirked It ■\m': e^ld that 
our title to the lihole ot Oiegonma dear ind unquea- 
t onahle hut the fieLts nnd aimies of t!ii Inited States 
1 cie not immedialelj despatched to take po e ion The 
fin J deci loii « a. deUj ed till the next se sion of Congress, 
ind submitted to their msdoiu It nai hnallj settled by 
negotiation and notHithetanding the claim to o4° 40, the 
hue of the tre ifi w as fited at 40° It tl is conceded on the 
other hand, thit the boundancs of Tesas were not " leir 
and unquestio b b m v 

the finaj cere ann n d d 

Dec. 22, 184 b es li Un d 

already taken h p nnhGil h 

Pacific, and up n Nu n n if and 

although Congress was in session at the time, a secret order 
was despatched to Gen. Taylor, on Jan. 13, 184G,— less 
than a montli after annexation was finally adjusted, — to ad- 
vance up to the Eio Grande, into a country winch the ar- 
ticles of the Joint Eesolution themselves imphed was debat- 
able ground. Could any key to such different measures in 
the two cases be detected in the fact that Gi'eat Britain was 
strong, and that Mexico was weak ? or, in the further fact, 
that Oregon was free territory and was not wanted, and that 
Texas was a slave Sla,to and waa wanted, and wanted, loo, 
up to the extreme hmit to which she had' ever swelled her 
revolutionary preteni^ions ? 

It is very true that ilexico was deeply incensed against 
us on account of Ihe annesafion of Texas, that her Minister 
called for his passports and returned home after that mea- 
sure was passed by Congress, and that the further payment 
of the claims was suspended, and that Mexico refused to 
accredit Mr. Siidell as a Eesidcnt Minister. Many states- 
men of all parties in the United States did not blame her 
iodignation. A former President of the Republic of Tesaa 
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said m the 'Senate of the T. niitd Stiles that we annexed 
wjr wicn TM, aiiae\ed Texi>- Hat though mr might 
exiat dejtje m the judgment of the Mexican Government 
since It nt9 througJi the in'itrumeiital ty of citiiens of the 
South an] T\ e t that Texaa mdepenlence wis secintd* 
yet v.'w dil not e'si'^t de facfo The retura home ot 41 
monfe, the Moxican Minister at "Wa hmgfon did not ncce 
sitate the mtcn option of all fnendlj relations between the 
tuo countries witne'^s the recent dismi sal of the Engii h 
Mmioter Bulner fiom tlie court of Spam No decHntion 
of the final non payment of daim= still due hid been an 
nounced on the pait of the indebted nition Th ee iiistal 
menti out of t\eiitj had been ninitualh fid iitl the 
fouilh ttis rectiiled toi but not recenel Me\iLO Vut 
paused to see %il it ou dd be the end of the e th n^B She 
did not reject a commisaioner | empowered to settle the, 
question of boundaiies but bhe refu=ed a res dent miniatei 
09 his reception would imjly that the i-elitiona between tl e 
two countries were entirely amicable. The questions at 
issue must first be settled, and then she would be prepared 
to i-esume all the forms of a mutual good understanding. 

We see, therefore, by this rapid glance, that although 
there were serious irritations and reenminations between 
the parties, there was no aclnal war; not i sword had been 
drawn. There was still hope, that by reason and forbear 
ance on both sides, the term "sister republKs" would not 
cease to be even a figure of speech.f Similar diflicultiCs 

* The Inngaaga of Mr. Vim Bnren in liia 1 ttor to Mr nnmnielt 
April 20, 1844, on the Texan question, way, '■ JSoiliiiis i= (.uher n oio 
true 01- more extensiyely kiion-n tlian that Tcj.in ivi^ nic=ti,l fiom 
Mexico, nnd licr indejwnilence estnblishcil, thruiii,!i t k in inimLnt I ty 
of citirans of the United Stntes." 

t 30th Congresp, Snd Scmton, IIou^c of Ktpieitnta i c F\o(utno 
Documents. So. 60, pp. 16, 17, 24, 2o, 29, 30„31 

t " General W<i:i/i. Has Mesioo licdai-ed n i ^i t the Inited 
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had "been peacefully despatched befoi'e in our international 
tistoiy, and none presumed to doubt that the same result 
■would follow now. It was the nineteenth century of the 
Cliristiaji era. The yorld had gi^wn wiser and hetten. 
Christian ideas had begun to enter cabinets and congresses. 
Negotiations were moi-e satisfactory, as well aa more inno- 
cent instruments than bayonets. War was an unpopular 
game, and public opinion had joined with the higher voices 
of a Christian civilization io branding it aa the master ciime 
of the eajth. So most men felt, wrote, and spoke. 

There appeared to bo no pressing exigency that required 
an instantaneous settlement of the long-standing difficulties. 
No new invasion of Texas was seriously meditated by her 
■old enemy.* Mexico had not the sinews of war. Time 
would heal her wounded honor and pride. A handsome 
bonus for the brilliant gem, plucked from her coronet, might 
iie found in remitting a portion or the whole of the instal- 
ments still outstanding. We had WEuted with other nations 
until they had recovered their reason ; why could we not do 
the same with Mexico ? We had borne long and patiently 
with the old monarchies of Europe, we should naturally 
ti'eat, it might be supposed, with unusua! tenderness and 
long-suffering the young republic at our side. 

Bat the military forces of the United States were firsi 

" General Vega. No 

" Geaerid WiTlh. Are the two conntriea still at pcflce ? 

"General Vs/a. Yes. — MiHutesafimliiiemiewfietu^een General iVurth, 
af ike United Stnles' aimg, and Generat Vega, of the Mexican ariay, at 
J/afnjHOnM, Man:h 28, 1846. 30di Cimgrefis, 1st Session, Housu of 
Sepresencatives, Es. Doc No. 60, p. 138. 

" Ilnslililife" (still not flcdm'ea war) "msj' now bo consiflered as 
«>mnifni-ed " — Geiiertd Taghr's Letter to tie Depeiimeni, April 26, 
•846. same nocnmeiits. 

« Mr. Kanfiiian, of Texas, said in iha Senate, Jnlj- 27, 1848, that 
"the annexation of Toxai was the enusG, bat not llio imnieiiiate or 
»ecoEsar7 cause, of tbe late var wi!li Mexic'o." 
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advanced to Corpus Cluisfi in flie summer of 1845, with 
the oslensifcle purpose of protecting the new State of Texas.* 
Not that any itaminent danger threatened. No army of 
invasion was mHStering against her. At the most, only 
some n-indy menaces, which the sagiicious estimated at their 
true value, were aimed at her secunty. Mexico was deeply 
engaged in her own afiiurs at tome. She had Uttle time 
or m d ah d Eevolution chased 

d 11 the stormy sea of 
age u war of i-e-con- 
m h it was not in her 
p le tremendous baz- 

g p on the western eon- 

h D China ng had said in 1886, 
d perpetual war with 

r S ary of State, when 

as p p b Texas in 1837, had 
T h emajn at war, while 

p h her adversaiy, the 

1 Mia P nipotentiaiy (for an- 

h q on of war with that 
B n h written, that "we 
ion, that the immediate annexation 
of Texas would draw after it a war with Mexico;"! and 
Mr. Clay, in the same year, had used the words "annex- 
ation and M-av with Mexico are identical ;"| and though a 
Texan chief magistrate had, as already quoted, declared the 
sanie, after the deed was consummated ; yet no immediate 
acts of war did follow. Mexico did not refuse to receive a 

« 30th Cungrfss, Sni Sc;sioii, House of Eqircacntalivca, Ex. Roc 
^'o. 60, pp. 79-93. 

t Works, vol. S, pp. 206, 207, 

i 28th Congress, Ist Session, Senale, Xo. 341, p. 114. 

( Ilia Letter to Mr. Hammet, April 20, 1844. 

I, Mr. ClrLvs Raleigh Letter. 
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epecial commisaioiier to treat of disputed questions and 
boundaries, and ive affii'm what Mill be tiie eternal verity of 
history, aa we believe, when we say that facts demonstrate 
theit! would ha\e been no wai tiflei the election of Texas 
into one of the btatcs of the AiBfiitan Union had Gen. 
Taylor never i-emoved hia camp fiom the banks of the 
Kuecea to tho e of the Eio Gi~uidp It was peculuilj a, 
case for cool, aha deliberation, negotiation, digniiied for- 
bearance, in which the greater power i^etdd lose no honor, 
but would gain much, by a temperate and conciliating couree 
with the weaker one. No fiiuil door of conference was 
closed, and much xas to be hoped from that healing efficacy 
of time, ■which soothes at onoe the griefs of a nation aa 
tlwse of the humblest of its citizens. 

But on llie laih of January, 1846, as before staled, llie 
fatal order waa issued by the American Executive, by which 
Gen. Taylor was directed to advance and occupy, witli th« 
troops under his command, " positions xm or near the east 
bank of the Eio del Norte," as soon as it could be conven- 
iently done. liow little this measure was necessaiy for the 
protection of Texas, or to ward off any tlireaiened or sus- 
pected invasion, is apparent from the letters of the com- 
Ttiander-ia-cJiief, who was on th« spot, and knew what was 
going on, wrillen to the Secretary of War at home.* Aug. 
15, 1845, Gen. Tiiylor writes, "Nor do I fear that the re- 
ported concentration of troops at Malamoras is for any pur- 
pose of invasion." Aug. 20th, " Caravans of traders arrive 
occasionally from the Eio Gi'ande, but bring no news of 
importance, Thoy represent that there are no regular 
troops on that rivei", except at Matamoras, and do not seem 

* See this whole correspondence in 30lh Congress, 2nd Session, 
Honso of Tteprescntatives, Ex. Doc So. GO. The President BBid in 
his annual message, Dei;. 1845, that tha forces of the United States 
were in a position (on tho Kneces} " lo defend our own and the right* 
of Texas." "Why then were they advanced to IteRio Grande! 
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to be aware of any preparations for a demonstration on this 
bank of the river." Sept. Ctb, " I have the honor to report 
that a confidential agent, despatched some days since to 
Mafamoras, has returned, and ivsporta that no extraordinary 
preparations are gomg forward tliere," Oct. llth, "Re- 
cent arrivals from the EioGi'ande bring no news of a dif- 
ferent aspect from wliat I reported in my last." Jan. 7, 
1846, " A recent scout of To3unteers fmm San Antonio 
Btruck the river near Presidio, Rio Grande, and the com- 
mander reports eveiything quiet in that quarter," Feb. 
16th, "Many reports will doubtless reach the Department, 
^ving exaggerated accounts of Mexican preparations to 
resist our advance, if not indeed to attempt an invasion of 
Texas. Such reporls have been circulated even at tliia 
place, and owe tJieir origin to personal interests connected 
with the stay of the army here, I trust that they will re- 
ceive no attention at flie "War Department." 

If all were thus tranquil, and hopeful of peace, why did ihe 
world hear that fhunder-clap in a clear sky, tiiat the Ameri- 
can army had changed their quarters 150 miles further West? 
But, to ihose who had fathomed the deep purpose of tha 
Annexation of Texas, "the trumpet ga\e no uncertain 
Bonnd," as it hei-alded the march over that desert prairie j 
for its every noto rang of conquesl, new additions of l«rri- 
torj', and Ihe expansion of Southern institutions. Is not 
this true ? and, if true, sliould it not now be as fearlessly 
spoken, as it was then daringly done ? V/c ai-a no sectioii- 
isls, or disnnionists, or partisans ; but the trath must out, 
else it were better that every lip were cold, and every tongue 
dumb. Wc consider the war had virtually begun, the mo- 
ment Gen. Taylor had struck his tents at Coi-pus Chriati. 
The door of conciliation might then be considered as shut 
and bari-cd. The Ilubicon was crossed. 

The next s;ep in this argiiraent for peace, drawn fi-oni the 
commencement of ihe war, h to cons^ider the boundary 
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question. Who was tlie aggressor? Difficulties existed, 
but not war de facto. Who applied tlie spark that fired the 
magazine ? On ivhich side was ivar an ofi'ensive, and on 
ivliich side a defensive act? And here it is to be obsei-ved, 
that whidiever party in sucli a case first assumes active lios- 
t'.lifies, has much to answer for. It is no liglit mailer lo 
" Cry havoc ; and let slip the dogs of war." And though in 
such events both sides are always to be blamed for pushing 
their quaiTels iuto the neighborhood of such an awful extre- 
mity, yet a peculiar guilt rests ujioa the invader, who strikes 
tlie first blow. 

It is conceded, in all quarters, that there teas a boundary 
question between Mexico and the United States. The oiS- 
cial documents, on bolh sides, demonstrate this fact in the 
strongest manner. The Resolutions that authorized Texas 
10 annex herself to the Union, bore this fact on their face- 
The language of one was : " First, siud State to be formed, 
subject to the adjustment by this Government of all ques- 
tions of boundui-y, that may ai-ise with other governments." 
The clause "other governments," can have no reference to 
any power but Mexico ; because Texas Ijorders upon no 
other country, except the United Slates, to which it was 
annexed. 

Mr. Ashley, of Arkansas, when advocating annexation in 
the United States Senate, said:* "The third (his own reso- 
lution) speaks for itself, and enables the United Slates to 
settle the boundary between Mexico and the United Slates 
properly. And 1 will here add, iliat the present boundaries 
of Texas, 1 learn from Judge Ellis, the President of the 
Convention that formed the Constitution of Texas, and also 
a member of the first Legislature under that Constitution, 
were fixed as they now arc, (tiiat is, extending to the Kio 

* Appendix lo the Coiigresaioanl Globe, asth Congioss, 2d Session, 
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Gr^ide,) solely and professedly with a view of having a large 
margin in (he negotiaiion teith Mexico, and not with the es- 
pectation of retwmng them as they now exist in their statute 
book," Even Texas had not yet ventured to gi-asp such a. 
lion's sliiwe, except as an advantageous position to occupy 
when she went into negotiation. 

Wlien the project of annexing Texas by a ti-eaty was in 
process, Mr. Calhoun, Secretary of State, wrote to Mr. 
Green, our charge d'affaires at Mexico : " You are enjoined, 
also, by the President, to a-^sure the Mexieau Govejiunent 
that it is his desire to settle all questions between the two 
couQiries, whicli may grow out of this treaty, or any other 
cause, on tlie most liberal and satisfactory terms, including 
that of boundary ; and, with that view, the minister who 
has been recentlj' appointed will be shortly sent, with ade- 
quate powers." And again, in the same letter, he says : 
" The United States have left the boundary of Texas with- 
out speeification, so that what the line of boundary should 
be might be an open question, to be fairly and fully dis- 
cussed and settled, according to the rights of each, — tlie 
mutHal interests and security of the two countries." 

Mr. Benton, and Mr. Silas Wright, of the Senate, both 
spoke and voted gainst the Treaty of Annexation, partly 
on this very gi-ound of boundary. " I wash my hands," said 
the former, " of all attempts to dismember the Mexican 
Republic, by seizing her dominions in New Mexico, Chi- 
hualiua, Coahuila, and Tamauiipas. The treaty, in all that 
relates to the boundary of the Rio Grande, is an act of un- 
paralleled outrage on Mexico. It is the seizure of two 
thousand miles of her territory, without a word of explana- 
tion with her, and by virtue of a treaty with Texas, to 
which she is no party." And he closed his speech by offer- 
ing the following resolution : " Resolved, That the incorpo- 
ration of the left hank of the Bio del Korte into the Ameri- 
can Union, by virtue of a trenty with Texas, comprchcnd- 
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ing, as the said incorporation would do, a porHon of the 
ilexiean departments of New Mexico, Cliiliuahua, Coahuila, 
and-Tamaulipas, would be an act of direct aggression upon 
Mexico, jbr all the consequences of which the United States 
would stand responsible," 

Mr. Wright, ill a speech at Watertown, N. T., said : " I felt 
It to be my duty to vote against the ratification of the Treaty 
of Annexation. I believed that the treaty, from the boundariea 
that must be implied from it, embraced a country to which 
Texas had no claims, over which she had never asserted 
jurisdiction, and which she had no right to cede." 

The intention was, however, as is evident from the letter 
of Mr. Calhoun, for the United States, aa Sir. Ashley bad 
said of Texas, to have " a large margin in ike negotiation 
with Mexico." And finally, as a conclusive and unanswera- 
ble proof that there was a question open relative to the 
boundaries, we have the Message of President Polk, Dec. 
1845,» in which' it is said that Mr. Slidell was authorized, as 
" an Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to 
Mexico, clothed with fuD powers to a^iust and definitely 
settle all pending differences between the two countries, 
including those of boundary between Mexico and the State 
of Texa^." The matter was so understood by Mr. Donel- 
Eon, diplomatic agent to Texas, who wrote to Gen. Taylor, 
during the summer of 1845 : " I would by no means be un- 
derstood as advising jou to take an offensive attitude ia regard 
to Mexico, without further orders from the Grovemment of 
the United States." 

" The occupation of the country between the Nueces and 
tlie Eio Gi-anJe, yoa ai-e aware, is a disputed question." 

In 183G, an agent, Mr. Morlitt, was despatched by Gen. 
Jaekson, the President of the United States, to examine 
and report upon the condition of Texas, which had then 

« Sec, on tl.is niHl olhci- points liclow, ll.c official documents of Con- 
ffcsa, ani! the Appcnlix to the Congressional Globa. 
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established an independent government ; and in his report, 
dated in August of that year, he stated : that " ihe political 
hmita of Texas proper, previous to the last revolution, were 
the Nuecea River oa the ivest, along the Red Eiver on the 
north, the Sabine on the j^ast, and the Gulf of Mexico on 
the south,"* 

Again; ilr. Donelspn, in a' letter to justify his I'efusal to 
order Gen. Taylor to occupy the east bank of the Rio 
Grande, writes, July II, 1845, to Mr. Buchanan, Secretary 
of State : " The Joint Resolution of our Congress left the 
question (of limits between Texas and Mexico) an open 

" I have been far fi-om admitting tliat the claim of Texas 
to tlie Rio Grande ought not to be maintained. This ivas 
not the question. It was, whether, under the circumstances, 
we should take a position to make war for this claim, in the 
face of an acknowledgment on the part of this government, 
(Texas,) it could be settled by negotiation. I at once 
decided that we should take no such position, but should 
i-egard only as within the limits of our protection that por- 
tion of teiTitory actually possessed by Texas, and whijh she 
did not consider a subject of negotiation." " What the exe- 
cutive of Texas had determined not to fight for, but to settle 
by negotiation, to say the least of it, could as well be left to 
tKe United Slates upon the same condition." 

Mr. Woodbury, in his speech in favor of ratifying the 
Treaty of Annexation, says: " Texas, by a mere law, could 
acquire no title but what she conquered fi-om Mexico, and 
actually governed. Hence, though her law includes more 
than the ancient Texas, she could hold and convey only 
that, or at the uttermost only what she exercised clear jni'is- 
diction over."t 

* House Joiini:ll, Ko. 35, 2d Session, 24tli Congress : Sllii CongvcJa, 
3d Session, IIo. of lisp. Ex. Doc. No. 35, p. 12. 
t AppcDilij: M Congressional Globe, June, 1344. p. "68. 
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Jlr. Gallatin says : " The Republic of Texas did, by an 
act of Dec. 1830, declare tlie Rio del Norte to be its boua- 
dary. It wiil not be seriously contended that a nation has a 
right, by a law of i(3 own, to determine what is or shall be 
the boundary between it and another country. The act was 
nothing more thau the expression of the wishes or preten- 
sions of the government. As regards right, the act of Texas 
is a perfect nullity."* 

Up to the last moment before the war broke out, Gen, 
Taylor acluiowledged that the question of boundaries was 
open ; for, in his reply to Gen. Ampudia, who commanded 
him to retire beyond the Nueces, he saJd, April 13, 1846 : f 
"I have been ordered to occupy the country up to the left 
bank of the Rio Grande, until the hoimdary shall be definitively 
selikd." 

A work, entitled The Republic of the TJnifed States of 
^bneiica, embramg a review of the war and defending it, 
says, p. 112: "By tlie act of annexation, the question of 
boundary between Mexico and Texas was left an open one, 
to be decided by negotiation between the governments of 
Mexico and the United States," 

Tiie Message of the President of the United States, in 
relation to the territories of New Jlexico and Calitbmia, of 
July 24, 1848, slates: "That Ihe province of New Mexico, 
according to its ancient boundaries, as claimed by Mexico, 
lies on both sides of tJie Rio Grande. That part of it on 
the east of that river ivas in dispute when the war between 
die United Slates fuid Blexico commenced. « • • • 

" Though the republic of Texas, hj many acts of sove- 
reignty which she exerted and exercised, some of wliicli 
were stftted in my Annual Message of becember, 1846, had 
established her clear title to the country west of the Nueces, 
and bordering on that part of the Rio Grande which lies lekno 

* Peace with Mexico, p, 7. 

t SOth CongtesB, Isl Session, Ek. Doc. No, 60, p. 139. 
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the province of New Mexico, site had never conquered or 
reduced to actual possession, and Irroug/it under Iter govern^ 
ment and laws, that part of New Mexico lying east of the Itio 
Grande, which she ciaimed to be within her limits. On the 
brewing out of the war, we found Mexico in possession of 
this dispvied territory. As our army approached Saiite Pe, 
(the capital of New Mexico,) it was found to be held by a 
governor under Mexican authority, and an armed force col- 
lected to resist our advance. The inhabitants were Mexi- 
cans, acknowlei-lging allegiance to Mexico. The boundary 
in dispute was the line between the two countries engaged in 
actual war, and the settlement of it, of necessity, depended on 
a treaty of peace." *i 

Observe, this was a region eust of the Rio Grande. Ob- 
serve, too, that 83 Santa Fe, on the Upper Rio Gi-ande, was 
confessedly not brotight under the ffovernmeiU and laws of 
Texas; so was neither the port of Point Isabel, nor other 
(owns and villages on the Lower Rio Grande. All that can 
be predicated of one can be of the other, so far as their 
being " conquered and reduced to the actual possession " oE 
Toias was concerned, 

Finally, we quote at length a most significant passage on 
the speciill subject of the boundary, and the general question 
of the war, from " the author " of annexation himself, Mr. 
CaJIioun, whose sincerity in declaring his opinions, whatever 
we may think of their nature and bearing, never has been 
called in question. 

He says:t "It is true Mexico claimed the whole of 
Texas ; but it is equally ti-ue that shu recognized the dif- 
ference, and showed a disposition to act upon it, between the 
country known as Texas proper and the country between it 
and the Del Norte. It is also true, that we and Texas 
recognized the same difference, and that both regarded the 

* The italics are outs, 

t Piintcd speech, Unitea States Senate, Feb. 24, 1847, pp, 12, 13. 
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bouadaiy aa unsettled ; as the resolution of annexation, 
which provides that tlie boundary between Texas and Mex- 
ico shall be determined by the United Slates, cleai'ly shows. 
Il is worthy of remark, in this conneetion, that this provision 
in the Joint Resolution is understood to have been inserted, 
in consequence of the ground taken at the preceding session 
by the Senator from Missouri, on the discussion of the 
treaty, that the Nueces was the western boundary of Texas, 
and tliat to extend that boundary to the Rio del Norte would 
take in part of Tamaulipaa, Coahuila, and New Mexico, 
What, then, ought to have been the course of the executive, 
after aimtAaiion, under this resolution ? The very one 
wliich they at first pursued, — to restrict the position of our 
trnopa to the country actually occupied by Texas at the 
period of annexation. All beyond, as far as the executive 
was concenied, ought to ha^e been regarded as subject to 
the provisions of the resolutions, which authoiized the gov- 
ernment to settle the boundary. 

" Wily negotiate, if it were not an unsettled question? 
Why negotiate, if tlie Eio del Norte, — is, as it was after- 
V ards assumed, — « as the clear and unquestionable boun- 
dary? And if not, upon what authority, afler the attempt 
to open negotiation had failed, could he determine what was 
the boundary, viewing it as an open question ? Was it not 
his plain duty, on such an occurrence, to submit the question to 
Congress, which was then in session, and in whom the right 
of establishing the boundary and declaring war was clearly 
invested? Had that courae been adopted, I greatly mistake 
if the sense of this body would not have been decidedly 
opposed to taking any step, which would have involved the 
two countries in war. Indeed I feel a strong conviction, 
that if the Senate had been left, free to decide on the ques- 
tion, not one-third of the body would have been found in 
favor of war. As it was, a large majority felt themselves 
6» 
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compelled, as tliey believed, to vole for the bill recognizing 
the existence of war, in order to raise the supplies of men 
and money necessary to rescue the army under Gen. Taylor, 
on the Del Norte, from the dangers to which it was ex- 
posed." 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE SAME SUBJECT CONTIKUED, 

"" Let US hope, tlieii, that the law of nature, wliioli makes virtuous 
conduct produce benefit, and vice loss to tlie agent, in the long run, 
which has sanetioned the common principle, that honesly is the best 
poiiey, will in time inflnence the proceedings of nations as welt an 
individuals ; that we shall at length be sensible, that war is an instru- 
ment entirely inelficieiit toward redressing wrong ; that it multipliiiS, 
instead of indemnifjing losses.' — JiiFFKKSoy. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing irrefragable proofs that 
the boundary between Texas and Mexico was in dispute, it 
has been asserted that the Louisiana purchase, of 1808, ex- 
tended to the Eio Grande, So it was clauned, as it is cus- 
tomary to have "a large margin for negotiation." But it 
was a trick of diplomacy. "Western Florida was laid claim 
to, as a part of the same purchase, but the clium did not 
stand. So Oregon waa claimed, to 5i° 40', but the treaty 
reduced the line down to 49.° These large margins of 
claims are the last things a reasonable being would suppose 
that nations would he willing to earry before the bar of the 
Public Opinion of Christendom, as adequate causes of war. 
If annexation was but re-annexation, why did the United 
States sleep so many years, and allow tin independent repub- 
lic of Texas to swallow up the claim, and put in peril of 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



AliGCMEKTS FOB PEACE. G7 

perpetual alienation, or of foi-eigti domination, tlie righfa 
of the American Union, frara tJie Sabine to the Rio 
Grande ? • 

Tlie defence that is set up on the ground that Texas, 
when she became independent, clamed to tlie Rio Grande, 
and that Santa Anna, in 1836, allowed the claim, is equally 
futile. Why Texas aspired so fiir, is confessed in the quo- 
tation already made from. Mr. Ashley, in which he vouches 
for the reason why that was done, on the very competent 
tl -t f th P -d nt f th T an C f tl t 
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nver, find then dnergcd to the norllraard some distBiue from llie 
itrenm." — Af^ndix ia the Congrcssiouol Globe, p. 907, 29lh Congress, 
Ist Session. 

t Article Sth of the " Treaty." " The President and Cabinet of the 
Kepahlio of Tesaa, exeruising the high powers confided to them by 
ihp people of Texas, do, for anil in consideraOon of the foregoing 
slipulation, solemnly enpage to refrain from taking the life of th Presi- 
dent, Santa Anna, and of the several ameers of his late orMj." etc. And 
article llth threatens, in case of refusal to enter into such an agree- 
ment, sneh Ijwitnient as Texas might deem proper in view of MeKiean 
crnolties ! 

i Gen. Lamar, Secretary o"f war of Texas, says, in ft letter to the 
President, Bnmel, May 12, 1836, '■ What good can they hope to result 
from an extorted treaty f General Santa Anna is onr prisoner of war. 
* • » What he assents to whilst a prisoner, he may reject 
when a freeman." 
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loses its binding force from tlie veiy nature of the circum- 
stances which give it birth. Besides, he could not constitu- 
tionally act tor the whole Mexican Government, although 
he was President ; and one of the first acts the govern- 
ment did when he returned home, ivas to disown the so- 
called " treaty" of San Jacinto. 

It is true that Texas had exerdsed some acts of " sove- 
reignty and jurisdiction "west of the Nueces. Corpus Christi 
■was on that side of the river. But power was one thing, and 
right was another. She might and did exercise such power 
west of the Nueces ; but that was a Tery different jurisdiction 
from going to the Bio Grande, 150 miles, in the use of her 
prerogatives. She had an imperfect revolutionary title to 
certain places and pai-ts,* as just stated ; but the documents 
already quoted make it as plain as noon-day that both 
Texas and the United States, before and aiier annexation, 
regarded tie Rio Grande only as a negotiable, not as an 
established line. The Texas of annexi^ion was not a de- 
finite, but an indefinite tenitory. Every speech, every 
resolution, every letter, every nisssage declared it without 
a dissenljng voice }>efore the war began. To go to war 
with Mexico for debatable land, was what Texas did not 
expect or require, as Mr. Donelson Stated ; for the ques- 
tion was not one to be settled by war, for war settles no- 
ticing, but unsettles everything ; but it was a legitimate sub- 
ject for diplomacy, and Mexico consented to meet the United 
States in the person of a commissioner appointed for that 
purpose, and for none Other. 

* The Texas coonly of San Palricio was west of the river Nueces, 
and lay in the immediate nci^hhorliooit of Corpus Chrisfj, The 
official language of Mr. Donelson was, ■' Corpus Christi * * * is 
the most western point now occupied by Texas." 

" Tlie occupation of the country Ijetween the Naeees and the Eio 
Grande, yoa are aware, is a disputed question. Texas holds Corpus 
Christi; Mexieo, San^ago, near the mouth of the Eio Grande." 
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The fact that certain gazeteers, geographies, and atlases, 
from 1820 to the present time, stated the Eio Grande as the 
boundary of Texas, are all of suspicious authority, for they 
are chiefly Ameriean works ; and they no more prove that 
such was the real boundary of that province, than Mitchell's 
outline map, extending the Dorlhem line of Oregon to 54° 40', 
proves that that was the true limit of the United States in 
that direction. Claims and rights are different terms. The 
blue and red of geographical Unes are often the negotiable, 
rather than tbe. adjusted limits. Let them pass for what 
they are worth; but they cannot shake one documentary 
fact, one diplomatic concession. Another conclusive proof 
that the left bank of the Rio Grande was not " American 
Bod," in any other sense tlian that it was North American 
soil, is furnished by the facts that Mexican custom-houses 
were recognized at Brazos Santiago, or Point Isabel, and at 
Santa Fe, by the United States ; and that duties were paid 
by its dtizens at those places after the annesation of Texas. 
An official order was issued by the gpcretary of the Trea- 
sury regulating exportation to, and importation from Santa 
Fe, as a Mexican town within the period, when, according 
to ot]ier statements of liigh authority, it must have consti- 
tuted an integral portion of Texas, and, therefore, of the 
United States, after annexation.* 

* An act of Congress was passed, May 3, 1845, "allowing a draw, 
tack upon foreign merchandize exported in (he original packages to 
CliihuiJiua and SaTUa Fi, in Sfexica," etc And Mr. Walker, Secce- 
tair of the Treasury, saj-s, in his annnal report, Decemher, 1S45, that 
it had " gone to some extent into effect" — See tlie 0_ficial Docu- 

The AuHin Denuxi-al, of 1843, in argnitig tlie claims of Texas to 
Santa Fe, puts the case with great strengili : " If Santa Fe is a pro- 
vince taken by force of arms from Mexico, [and, therefore, belonging 
to the United States as a territory, and not to the Stale of Texas), so 
was tbe coonti? between the Kucces and tba BJo Grander and tbe 
very moment Geo. Taylor iBt toot on the wisteni bank of the ffcirnier 
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This poiut was so indisputable, tJiat it was freely admit- 
ted before the war, though, after the war broke out, it 
seemed to be, ia spirit at least, denied. Thus the Secrctaiy 
of War, July 8, 1845, in a letter to Gen. Taylor, wrote as 
follows: — "This Department is informed (hat Mexico has 
some military eatabliahmente on the cast aide of the Rio 
Grande, which are, and for some time Lave been, in the 
actual occupancy of her troops. Ia carrying out the in- 
structions heretofore received, you will be careful to avoid 
any acts of aggression, unless an actual state of war sbould 
exist. The Mexican forces at the parts in their possession, 
and which have been so, will not be disturbed as long as the 
relations of peace between the United States and Mexico 
continue." ' 

On July 30, 1845, the Secretary agiUn wrote to the 
American Genei'al as follows; — "You are expected to oc- 
cupy, protect, and defend the territory of Texas, to the ex- 
tent that it has been occupied by the people of Texas. The 
Rio Grande is clairied to be the boundary between the two 
countries, and up to this boundary you are to extend your 
protection, only excepting any posts on the eastern side 
thereof which are in the actual occupancy of Mexican 
forces, or Mexican settlements, over which the Republic of 
Texas did not exercise jurisdiction at the period of annex- 
ation, or shortly before that event. It ia expected, in select- 

BtfCQm, lie committed an aggression upon a foreign soil, and hoslilely 
invaded a country with which his counliy was at peace. If Laredo 
was our?, so was Santa K ; if Santii Fe was nol, noilhov was Laredo." 
We give a list of the folioming towns and hamlela then belonging to 
Mexico on the east side of the Rio GrKnde, taken from Mr. Davis's 
Epeech in the Hou?e of RepresentaliTes, Doc. 22, 1346, and from I.ieut, 
Emory's Map: — Embndo, Canada, Ifambe, Pojuaque, Santa F6, 
Agna Pria, San Juan, Zandia, Alameda, Allinquerqne, Valencia, 
Tome, Las Kutrias, Panda, Valvordc, Prenido, LaHjdo, and many 

OthSTB. 

* 3D[h CongrcBg, 1 st SeBsicin, Ex. Doc. Ko Go, p. 89- 
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Ing tie establishment for your troopB, you will approach aa 
near the boundary line, the Rio Grande, as prudence will 
dictate. With this view the President desires that your 
position, for a part of your forces at least, should be west of 
the river Nueces."* 

And on Nov, 10, 1845, the American ExecutiTe instruct- 
ed Ml-. Slidell, envoy to Mexico, to offer a relinquishment 
of the claims of the XJnit«d States against that nation, aad 
9 5,000,000, provided she would allow the Eio Grande to be 
established as the western boundary of Texas, f 

It were easy to quote from Mexican authoriijes numerooa 
declarations to the effect that the occupation of the left bank 
of the Eio Grande was an act of invasion, and, therefore, 
of war, on the part of the American (joops. But it will be 
more to our purpose to show, at some length, that such was 
nnconscimisly, and even against stout disclaimers, the feeling 
and natural expression of the Americans, as well as of the 
Mexicans, and even of the prime agents and actors in the 
annexation of Tesas, and the war with Mexico. "Nature 
cannot be driven out with a pitchfork." What men really 
feel, they will unconsciously, and unfavorably to tlieir own 
cause, express, if not directly, yet at least incidentally. 

We pass by in tliis connecticsi the declaration of Mr. Ben- 
ton in the Senate, that to occupy the east bank of the Eio 
Grande, " would be an act of direct aggression on Mexico," 
and quote that of Mr. IngersoU in the House of Eepresen- 
tatives.t that " the stupendous deserts between the Nueces 
and the Bravo (Ihe Rio Grande or del Norte) rivers, are 
the natural boundaries between the Anglo-Saxon and the 
Mauritanian races. There ends the valley of the west. 

* 30th Congress, 1st Session, Ex. Doc. Ko. 60, pp. 82, S3. 

t Ibid. ..o. 53, p, "S. S 25,000,000 were to be offered for Colifomia, 
and $20,000,000 for that province, provided the line of boundat7 
ehoald not include Monterey on the Paciflc. p. 73, 

J 29th Congrces, 1st Session, Appaadix to Cong. Globe. 
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There Mexico begins. Tlience, beyond the Bravo, begin 
tlie Moorish people euhI their Indian associates, to whom 
Mexico properlj' belongs, who should not cross that desert 
if they could, as on our side we ought to slop there ; because 
inlenninahle coiifiicta must ensue from either our goin^ 
south, or their coming north of that gigantic boundary. 
While peace is cherished, that boundaiy will be sa<;red. 
Not till the spirit of conqwest rages, will the people on 
either side molest or mis with each other ; and whenever 
they do, one or the other race must be conquered or extin- 
guished." 

Mr. Calhoun, too, in a letter dated Aug. 12, 1844, to Mr. 
King, the American minister to France, says, " Nature her- 
self has clearly marked the boundary between her (Mexico) 
. and Texas, by natural limits too strong to be mistaken." * 

We come.tlien, tirst, to an incidental and unconscious testi- 
mony of the commander of the American troops himself. 
AVhen he met on the river Colorado on his march, the 
Mexican ofTicei-, who forbade his crossing that river, and 
declared that the act would be regarded as an unwarranted 
aggression on Mexico, how did Gtod. Taylor conduct the 
matter ? Did he act and speak as if the Mexican troops, 
by advancing some thirty miles east of the Rio Grande, had 
vioLited the territory of the United States ?, Did he chai-ge 
them with invasion, and order them to retire into their own 
country on the right bank of the Eio Giinde' Ko at all 
He manifests no zeal to repel imooion He kmdles with no 
indignation that they hould throitcn to shed Amencin 
blood on American sod" Hit whole mien and behiMor 
wear the most indubitable and U'ltural semblance to thit 
of an invader. He dofi not orler eft the opposing tioops 
as if they had no ri'ht there lut lit. m'lmlt.stB i deter- 



• 2Sili Congress, 2nd Session, Appendix to Congressional Globe, 
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mined spirit to go whiUier he was ordered, rigiit or wrong, 
and no matter through what opposition. He had none of 
the passion with which ho would liave met a British force 
advancing in hostile array into New York or Illinois. His 
whole bearing says in words that could not lie, "My march 
is an aggression on Mesico, or af least an advance upon dis- 
puted territory. If the Mexicsms are inTsders, so much 
more am L But a soldier must ohey orders." If these 
things were not so, why did not tlie brave commander fire 
on these presumptuous a^ressors, who had peneti'ated so 
far info an American State under the protection of the 
Union ? Once at least Gen. Taylor so far forgot himself as 
to write thus, " It was my earnest desire lo execute my 
instructions in a pa^iific manner, lo observe the utmost re- 
gard for the personal rights of all citizens residing on ihe left 
banh of the river, and to take care that the religion and 
customs of tlie people should suffer no violation,"* Truly 
a very worthy spirit. But why this exceeding care, if these 
were citizens, not of Mesico, but of the United States, aa 
the pretended boundary claim made them ? 

A similaj: undesigned, and therefore altogether more pow- 
erful, evidence that Gen. Taylor had advanced upon Mexican, 
or at least disputed, soil, is afforded by his ofiicci-s and men, 
writing home lo their friends, or by letter-writers, who wera 
ill favor of the Mexican war, and who did not see the bearing 
of their own statements. "W^ quote high Executive author- 
i:y to the same effect. 

In his anntial message of Dec, 1840, the President saya, 
" by rapid movements the province of New Mexico, with 
Sania Fe, its capital, lias been captured without bloodshed," 

Again, he says iti the same nifssage, " in less tlian seven 
months after Mexico commenced hostilities, at a time select- 
ed by herself, we have taken possession of many of her 

* SOtli Cnngress, lat Suasion, House of Eeprcscnlatives, Ex- Doc 
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principal posts, driven back and pursued her invading array, 
and acquired military possession of the 3Iexioan jsrovincts oi 
New Mexico, New Leon, Coahuila, Tamaulipas," • etc. But 
all ttese provinces extended east of the Rio Gi-ande, except 

T. B. Thorpe, autlior of " Our Army on the Rio Grande," 
and other works, in describing the appi-oach of Gen. Tay- 
lor's army to that river, says, " Large droves of splendid 
horned cattle were now frequently seen ; and occasionally a 
email cotlpn field, hedged in by thorn bushes, strengthened 
by trunks of trees set in the ground, gave welcome evidence 
of a settled country. Scattered Mexican huts next ap- 
peared." Could this have been a part of Texas proper ? 

The author of " the Life of General Zachary Taylor, and 
a History of the War in Mexico," published in the " Brother 
Jfaiathan, Battle Sheet, 1847," an advocate of the war, uses 
the following language; "The administration at "Washington, 
on the 13th of Januaiy, 1846, ordered Gen. Taylor to move 
forward, and occupy the e:\st bank of the Rio Grande, oppo- 
site Matamora£, but not disturb any of the Mexican settle- 
ments, or any military posts that might be on this side of the 
Eio Grande, and to purchase every thing needed for the army 
at Ihe highest price." 

Again, " on setting out on this inarch, he (G!en. Taylor) 
embodied the above instructions in one of his general ordcre, 
which he caused to be circulated among the Mea^cans on the 
cast side of the Eio Grande." 

Again, " on the 24th, Gen. Taylor, leaving the main com- 
mand with Gen. Woith, and taking with lum Col. Twiggs, 
and his dragoons, approached Frontoiie, a small Mexican 
Tillage at Point Isabel, mi the department of Tamaulipas, 

* The Legislature of Tamaulipas has dcmaaded two millions of dol- 
lars of llio Federal Goi-ernment, as inileninily for the teiiitory Korth 
of dM Eio Grande, ceded to ihe United Slates by the neaty of Gaud- 
linpe.-' Naaspaper, ISIS. 
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where Gen. Garcia was stationed with two hundred and lifty 

And once more ; " but three or four inoffeusiTe Mexicans 
were found in the place (Frontone)." * 

"We ask how could all these things have been, if this were 
American, Texan, or United States soil ? 

Capt. W. S. Henry, of the U. S. Army, wrote a work, en- 
titled " Campaign Sketches of the "War with Mexico," in 
which the following passages, unconscious witnesses of the 
truth, are found; 

"Friday, August 1, 1845. After enjoying the delightful 
■riew from the bluff, a party of us strolled over the beiuitiful 
plain, on the boi'ders of which many Mexican families reside." 
Observe that tlus was in the immediate vicinity of Corpus 
Christi. 

"March 19, 1846. Passed many pens in whicli the 
Mexicans confiae tiielr droves of cattle and horses." 

"March 23d. "Tiiis part of the country is really beauti- 
flal, and I am not surprised that the Mexicans are loath to 
part with it." 

"March 28th. As we approached the bank we passed 
through a long line of Mexican huts." 

"Two hours after our aiTival a flag-staff was erected, un- 
der the superintendence of Colonel Belknap, aad soon the 

* A law was passed by the Congress of the United States, after the 
annexation oC Texas, Dec. 29, 18*5, " That the State of Texas shall 
be one colleciioii lUBtriGt, and the atj of Galveston the only port of 
entry, to which shHli Im annexed Sabine, Vclasco, Matagorda, Cavello, 
La Vacit, and Coipus Cliristi, as ports of delivery only." No port 
routes were established beyond tlie valley of the Nueces until after the 

By ail addilional act of Congress, passed March 3, 1347, Saluiia viaa 
made the only port of entry, and Matagorda, Aranzas, Capaao, and 
Corpus Christi, tlio only ports of delivery in that collactioD district of 
Texas. 

Why were Braios, Santiago, and Point Isatel left ont, if they be- 
longed at that lime to T«xai 1 
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flag of our country, a virgin one, was seen floating upon the 
hanks of the Rio Grande, proclaiming in a silent but impres- 
sive manner that the ' area of freedom * was again extended. 
As it wa^ hoisted, the band of the 8th Infantry played the 
' Star-spangled Banner,' and the field music ' Yankee Doo- 
dle.' There was not ceremony enough in PMsing it. The 
troops should have heen paraded under arms, the banner of 
otir country should have been hoisted with patriotic strajna 
of music, and a national salute should have proclaimed, in 
tones of thunder, that ' Liberty and Union, now and forever, 
one and inseparable,' had advanced to the banks of the Eio 
Grande," Then it is certMn that they had not reached that 
river before Gen, Taylor pitched his camp there, by this 
writer's own testimony.* 

The same author says, under date of March 30th, " our 
situation is truly extvaordiuary i right in the enemy's country 
(to all appearance,) actually occupying their com and cotton 
fields, the people of the soil leaving their homcs,t and we, with 
a small handful of men, marching with colors flying and 
drums beating, right under the very guns of one of their 
principal raties, displaying the sfar-^pangled banner, as if in 
defiance under their very nose ; and they, with an army twice 
our size at least, sit quietly down and make no resistance, noi 
the first effort to drive us offl" 

In a "Life of JIaj or- General Zachary Taylor, ivith an 
account of Jiis brilliant achievements on the Rio Grande," 
etc, etc, by C.Frank Powell, is the following passage ; J "we 

* The Italics are onrB. 

t " The popnlation (led nt the approach of your army. I ivisli lo 
know if it has tosat to this, thiLt when an Americiia army goes lo pro- 
tect American citizens on American tenitory, they flee from it as from 
the most barbarons enemy 1 Yet fuch is the assumption of those who 
pretend that on the east bank of the Bio Grande, whore your anus took 
possession, there were Tesas population, Texas power, Tasas laws, 
and American United. States power and law."—, Concin'j Spexhiaihe 
Senate, F^. 11, 1617. J p. 13. 
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shall not make it our province to question the policy of taking 
fordhle possession of a territory known to be held in dispute 
by two free and independent republics ; but nothing is clear- 
er than that the commander of the American forces but com- 
plied with implicit instructions of the Department, which were 
his guaranty and justiiication." 

" We cannot say, that neutrality would have been pre- 
served bad possession not been taken ; and it would seem 
that the acquisition of the republic, — but in equal pai't 
interested in the dispute, — by a third power, did not change 
the position of afiairs, or authorize such power to hivest the 
territory. Be this as it may, however, on the 23th of Mai'ch, 
1846, the United Slates' army took up its quai-ters opposite 
Mataraoras, and planted the United States' flag in the ancient 
department of Taniaulipas." 

Gen. Taylor wrote to the Adjutant General,* April G, 
1846: "On our side, a battery for four 18 pounders will be 
completed, and the guns placed in battei'y lo-day. These 
guns bear directly upon the public square of Matamoras, 
and within good range for demohsliin^ the town. Their 
object cannot be mistaken by the enemy." 

The force of these quotations from active agents or advo- 
cates of the war, is to prove that acts of invasion and hos- 
tility, if committed by either party up to the date of these 
extracts, were chargeable on tlie American authorities. 
They had pushed their troops into a debatable region. 
They had penetrated among Mexican villages and fields, 
and planted their cannon in hostile array, commanding a 
Mesicaa city. If these were not acts of w^ar, (casus belli,) 
they were acts provocative of war; and, if not designed, 
yet, assuredly, they were perfectly adapfed, to plunge the 
two countries into a sanguinary conflict. Had pacific coun- 
seb prevailed in both governments, we can now see how 

c of EpprcFen (alive B, Ex. Doc. 
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easily and honorably tliose occasions and steps might have 
been shunned, which resulted at last in such terrific evils, 
both lo llie victor and the yictim. Far be it irom ua to 
esempt either Mexico or the United States from deep guilt, 
in bringing on the contest; hot which government was chiefly 
instrumental in springing the mine at last, has been made 
siilRciently clear by the preceding remarks. 

In this connection it will be proper, as a part of the liis- 
tory of the war, to state, that it had actually begun, and two 
principal battles, those of Palo Alto and Resaea de la Palma, 
had been fought, before the Congress of the United States, 
the war-making power, was apprized of what was going for- 
ward, and the steps which had been taken to bring matters 
to a crisis ; or had been favored with an opportunity to pro- 
nounce on the merits or causes of a war with Mexica 
Their vote, therefore, was but a foregone conclusion. 
Tliey but registered the decision that had gone forth from 
another branch of the government. While, accordingly, 
the House of Eepresentatives of the 29th Congress, on May 
18, 1846, voted, by a majority of 173 to 14, that, " by the 
act of the republic of Mexico, a state of war exisfs between 
that' government and the United States;" on Jan. 8, 1848, 
the newly chosen House of Eepreseniatives of the 80th 
Congress voted, in a Joint Resolution of thanks to Gen. 
Taylor, his officers, and men, by a majority of 85 to 81, that 
the war was "unnecessarily and unconstitutionally begun by 
the President of the United States ; " and this vote was sub- 
sequently sustained against reconsideration, on Feb. 14th, by 
a majority of 115 lo 94. 

Having thus far discussed the beginning of the war, as an 
argument for peace, as a precedent, illustrating the saying 
uf the "Wise Man, that it is better to "leave off contention 
before it be meddled with ; " we now proceed to make a few 
remarks on the termination of the contest, as also bearing 
witness in behalf of the cause of peace. 
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Vaiious proposals were made to the Mesican Govem- 
luent, during the prosecution of the war, to enter into nego- 
tiations of peace. Offers were addressed, at different periods, 
by the superior commanders; acting under directions from 
home, to treat of matters in di'^pule between the two coun- 
tries ; but Mexico, feeling herself deeply wronged and 
aggrieved, and clinging to the principle of the integrity <rf 
the national domains, rejected with scorn all pacific counsels. 

It was with this view, that an armistice of eight weeks 
formed one of the articles of the capitulation of MoMerey. 
An 1, iflcr the battle of Buena Vista, Gen. Taylor sent an 
officer lo Gen. Santa Anna, " to express to him the desire 
still cherished by tbe American Government, for the re- 
estabhehmcnt of peace," "Say to Gen. Taylor," was the 
reply " that we sustain the mo'*t sacred of causes, — the 
defence of our territory, and the preservation of our nation- 
alitj and rights." 

After the battle of Cerro Gordo, Gen. Scott addressed a, 
letter to the Mexican people, to persuade them to entertain 
propositions of peace, and to understand their true interesLi, 
But the effort was fruitless. 

Finally, the sword, drunk as it was with human blood, 
proving an ineffectual instrument of paciiicatioti, a more 
liopeful plan suggested itself lo the American Government. 
N. P. Trist, Esq., as before stated, was appointed, on the 
15th of April, 1847, an agent, by the President, unconfirmed 
and unauthorized by the Senate, the confirming and treaty- 
making power; and his commission stated that lie was in- 
vested, "in the fullest and most complctp maTiner, with 
ample power and authority, in the name of tiie United 
Stales, to meet and confer widi any person or persons, who 
shall have similar authority from the republic of Mexico, 
and between them to negotiate and conclude an arrangement 
of the differences which exist between the two countries — 
a treaty of peace, amity, and lasting boundaries. Mr, Trist 
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carried with liim to Mexico, from the department of State, 
" a project of a treaty." Its principal features were, the 
cession to the United Stales of the disputed territory be- 
tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande, with the adoption of 
the latter river as the houndary line ; the cession of New 
Mexico, and hoth Upper and Lower California; and the 
free right of way forever across ihe isthmns of Tehuantepec. 
Three millions of dollai-s had beea placed, by Congress, at 
the disposal of the President of the United States, by which 
the provisions of a treaty of peace might he concluded, and 
its objects fulfilled. Mr. Trist accompanied Gien. Scott and 
Lis army to the Valley of Mexico ; and, after the battles of 
Contreraa and Churubusco, he met Mexican commissioners, 
specially appointed to negotiate a treaty. Fram the 37th of 
August, 1847, to the 7th of September, the commission thus 
jointly constituted was in session, at a small village in the 
immediate vicinity of the capital. Mr. Trist laid his pro- 
ject before the Mexican commissioners, who also proposed 
conditions of peace, that rested essentially on these points : 
the adoption of the Nueces as the boundary ; thence west to 
the eastern boundary of New Mexico; thence north wilh 
that boundary to the thirty-seventh degree of latitude ; 
thence west with that parallel to the Pacific ; and that the 
country between Ihe Nueces and the Eio Grande should be 
.left as an uninhabited country. But the commission could 
not agree ; the failure turning wholly on the claim of the 
south part of New Mexico,^which neither party would yield; 
while Mr. Trist was willing to concede Lower California, 
and to refer the question of the Nueces territory to the 
cabinet at Washington. On tiic 7th of September the dis- 
cussions closed, and on the 8th Gen. Scott opened lUa cannons 
on Molino del Rey. 

Mr. Trist was subsequently recalled, by the President of 
the United States, and his authority as a peace commissioner 
declared to be at an end. But he remained in Mexic<J, with 
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the army ; and, on the 2d of February, 1 848,* he negotiateii, 
with commissioners appointee! by the Mexican Govemmenl, 
the treaty of peace, which has ahxiady in the preceding 
chapter been mentioned, as receiving finally the ratification 
of the lawful powers of both governments. The articles of 
pacification are too well known, to be repeated at length. 
It is sufficient to state, that the troops of the United Stalea 
were to withdi-aw from Mexico ; the blockaded ports to bo 
opened ; the Rio Grande to be the houndary line on the 
Gulf of Mexico, and on the Pacific the line between Upper 
and Lower California ; the payment of fifteen millions of 
dollars to Mexico, in consideration of the territory thus 
accjuired; and the exoneration of Mexico fi-om all clfums of 
citizens of the United Slates for spoliations, to the amount 
of several millions more. 

The conclusion of the war thus demonstrates the superior 
power and blessings of peace. Both parties were tired of 
the contest; the one of being defeated and ravaged, the 
other of losing thousands of lives, and millions of money. 
So far as the peace was a measure forced by tiie sword, it is 
as dishonorable in the light of humanity and Christianity to 
the victorious, as it is humiliating to the vanquished nation. 
For Fenelon, noble champion for his day of the humane 
Bpirit in international intercourse, says, in his " Directions 
for the Conscience of a King," that "a treaty of peac«) 
that is made from necessity, because one party is the 
etionger, is like that which is made with a robber, who 
has a pistol at your head." And so far as the power of 
money prevailed, where the power of tlie baj'onet had failed, 
so far as the negotiation, though unauthorized at the time, 
succeeded, where the bravest general had been frustrated in 
" conquering a peace," the treaty might as weU have been 
negotiated iu February, 184G, as in Februaiy, 1848. 

* 30th Congress, 2d Session, House of Representatives., Ex. Doc. 
No, 50, on the Treaty of Peace. Also, Senate, Ex. Doc. Nu. 52. 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 



THE EXPENDITCEES OF THE WAK. 

" I said one day in Veniro, in a company which was very clnmoroii3 
for a war, I wish that each of Ihe great men and great women present 
was ordered by the emperor to conti'ibute, at the rale of four "thousand 
dueals n head, to the charges of the war ; and that the otlier fine gen- 
tlemen among us were made to take the field forthwith, in person." — 
Pbisce Euoese. 

"We devote this diaptei- to " the waste of treasure," pro- 
duced by the Mexican War, to both the nations concemeJ. 
There ore men of reputed wisdom and Iiigh standing, mho 
scorn the considernlion of the cost of a war. They deem it 
a sordid act to put money into one scale, to weigh against 
national glory in the other- "We confess that money is not 
the chief good of life, and that wasting it by millions is not 
the cl ief evil of war. We confess that there are tilings 
which a nation should hold infinitely deaiLi tlnn an oier 
flowing exchequer, and for which it sliould pour out its gold 
and silvei with the bountilulness of the mma of heiitn 
Such ate the main(eniii''e of its ju';* nghts by Oni&tnn 
meinf, the diffusion of educ^llon and i Igicn imong it^ 
people, md the contributioo of food and clothmg for iho 
farai''h''d ■md naked abroad t ivell as to build up every 
good mstitution, a-ylum, and public woik that ^ill msure 
the phyiiial dome'iti'' and moral improvement of its maat,e-. 
But we do not recognize this war as among these objects ; 
it belongs to a very different categor;". 

When we' look, too, on one hand, at the horrid destitution 
and consequent degradation and wrelchedness of extensive 
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strata of society in the old world, and then wiljicss, on the 
other, the fruitlul catise, direct or indiiect, ol this incalcuiiv- 
b!e woe, in the wai debts which hang like Alps and Andes 
around the necka of ihe Euiopeaii poners, we would utter a 
cry that should pieiie the hearts ot our countrymen, and 
warn tlieai fiom the ajnhition of copying into thpir unwritten 
history so daik a chaplcr. Vice and misery need be no rid- 
dle or wonder in England or France, after ive have read the 
history of their battles. Doubtless, many other causes be- 
sides war have contributed to dry up the sources of public 
prosperity, to make the rich richer, and tlie poor pooi-er, and 
multiply pauperism and crime to an almost boundless extent. 
"We, as citizens of a republican government, think we can 
identify these causes in some measure with the old feudal, 
monarchical, and ecclesiastical institutions that j'ct have a foot- 
ing beyond the Atlantic. But it is still our conviction that 
these causes, bad as they may be in themselves, have derived 
tenfold virulence ol' evil from the omnipi-esent and overshad- 
owing institutions and customs of Wai". For war, not only 
in a lime of war, with its ruinous drain, near or remote, upon 
every branch of production and industry in the State ; but 
war, contradictor}' as the terms may be, in a time of peace, 
has swallowed up many mOUons more tlian the civil list. 
The treasury of the richest country on the earth, thus he- 
comes, like the sieve of the Danaides, always filhng and 
always empty. And the fortune of the slate is repeated in 
rainiatui'C in the Ibrtune of the humblest citizen. For the 
waste of war is not half enumerated when we have summed 
itp the huge public expenditures, which are as much beyond 
oiir imagination adequately to coaceiTe, as the distance to one 
of the fixed stai-s, but we must gather up a countless heap of 
items, each minute in itself, but constituting a mountain of 
aggregate loss, — the poor man's garden trampled by the hoofa 
of the war-troop, the com-flelds cut up for forage, the little 
improvements on his acre ravaged, the one " ewe- lamb " ta- 
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ken, the widow'is cow cIriTeti away, or the widow's son wrest- 
ed from her side to bleed and languish in foreign parts. 
These, — aad llie catalogue might be run to any length, — 
constitute " a ivaste of treasure " and of human comfort in 
their lowlier aspects, which are never registei-ed in tLe na^ 
tional legers of the contending powei's, but which are all re- 
corded with a pen of iron in the book of human life and of 
God, where every leaf is a broken lieart. There need be 
some great cause, " known and read of ail men," to justify 
the infliction at home and abroad of such manifold woes, else 
they accumulate and darken into a crime, before which all or- 
dinary guilt is but a breath of air. 

But the expenses of this war, great aa they are, will not 
be too great a price to pay, if they shall serve to awaken any 
considerable portion of the people to the wrongs and barbar- 
ities of this old-world institution. We may rejoice, in one 
sense, in the heavy burdens men bring upon themselves for 
their sins. It is of a piece with the great retributive Provi- 
dence of God, as good as it is just. Fearful indeed would it 
be, if we could tarry on such a contest with a powerful na- 
tion, and not have a mete recompense of reward following 
ailer it, to the pecuniary, as well as other interests of the 
country. "We cannot act in this world under an exhausted 
receiver, in which we are cut oif from the great vital atmos- 
phere of humanity, nor disconnect ourselves from the com- 
poaiid system of life, in which mutual action and reaction 
throughout are reigning principles. Thus viewed, the cost 
of our "Wars, our Slaveries, our Intemperance and other vices 
and vicious customs, is a wise and kind punishment, inflicted 
upon us to remind us how far we have strayed from the ways 
of our God, and how liard and harder, the fai-ther he walks 
in it, becomes the way of the transgressor. 

Property is one of the trusts of God to man, and though 
it is, of and by itself, one of tlie inferior blessings of life, yet 
the spirit in which the trust is discharged, and the uses to 
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which money is applied, are matters of fie first importance. 
As we use or abuse its magic power, we can kill or make 
alive, raise or sink, bless or curse, ouraelves, our family, our 
town, our state. Property is one of the momentous trusts 
of government, and it may be transformed into camps or 
schools, bullets or books, destructive armies, or pacific explor- 
ing expeditions. It may be cast into the scale of civilization 
or barbarism. It may be employed to convert the goodly 
earth into a Pandemonium, or to hapten the Millennia! ages. 

"When, accordingly, the revenues of a people are expended 
in war, and a debt of fearful magnitude is saddled upon pos- 
terity, it is right to demand that a strong and sufficient rea- 
son be made out to justify such extraordinary measures. 
Much as men may be enamored of military glory, and pas- 
sionately as they may re?ent any infringement upon their 
rights, yet war is a ruinous game to the winner as well as the 
loser. Every battle is as truly the destruction, by its imme- 
diate and its ramified infiuences and effects, of millions of tho 
earnings of the laboring and producing classes, as if the balls 
were of silver, and the wadding Treasury notes. And some- 
where and upon somebody the loss will fall, and fall with the 
certainty of gravitation. Far away it may be ; and mixed 
up and mystified with endless details of currency, and tariffs 
and income-taxes, it probably will be; hut upon the rich 
man's property, upon the poor man's sinews even more sure- 
ly, the reckoning will come, and the money, the mines and 
mints of money that were absorbed into mighty fleets and 
armies, and that went down at Trafalgar, or were blown into 
the canopy of smoke tliat shrouded Cerro Gordo, must all be 
paid, cent for cent, and dollar for dollar. Such is the waste 
and profligacy of war. Such is the tremendous responsibili- 
ty of those who set in motion its destroying agencies of fire 
and sword, famine and pestilence. 

The figures used in calculating the expenses of wars in 
general, are so vast that they ai-e blunted in their force by 
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their very magnitude. For when we say, as is said on good 
authority, that the American ReYolution coat Great Britain 
«680,00l),000, tliat the Freueii Eevolutionary war of nine 
years from 1793, cost $2,320,000,000; that the contest with 
Napoleon, from 1803 to 1815, cost S5,7 95,000,000, or an 
average of $1,323,082 every day, or more than a million of 
it fbr war-purposes aloae every day; that Europe spent 
815,000,000,000 for Ihewarathatraged from 1793 to 1815; 
and that we of the United States expended in a period-of 
forty-one yeai-s, fi-om 1791 to 1832, during which time we 
had only two years and a half of actual war, the sum of 
$842,230,891, of which sum only $37,158,047 belonged to 
the civil list, the rest used for war purposes ; when we have 
read a few statistics of this appalling kind, we seem to lose 
in the indefinitenesa of such inconceivahle sums of money the 
vivid impression which even the loss visibly of a single dol- 
lar out of our own pocket would occasion. And it is perhaps 
somewhat to this intellectual incapacity of compi-ehending 
the bilhons of the war-tax, as well as to moral apathy, that 
we may fairly attribute the ease with which every government 
satisfies the mass of its subjects in its outrageous expendi- 
tures for foi'la, and ships, and ai'mies. And the marvel is, 
after we have surveyed the devastations of war upon man's 
prosperity, not that he star\-es, rebels, or speeulates wildly 
about his condition on earth, not tliat multitudes suffer and 
perish in pauperism, famine, ignorance, and sin, but that so- 
ciety has any life left at all, that every vein of circulation is 
not stagnant, and every ners'e of motion palsied. 

Though much of the property thus expended by a na- 
tion is not actually annihilated, but only passes from one 
hand to another in purchasing the ai-ticles of war, yet 
when we have added to the qualified public account the 
innumerable private losses that go unrecorded, the sum total 
would exceed rather than fall short of the above statements. 
And here observe, that nothing of all tliat man does under 
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the sun, is so purely, bo prodigally wasteful as war. It 
is killing, burning, exploding, consuming, wasting, I'lieating, 
in all its processes. It has no producing power. K 
called, in company with other trades and guilds to show 
the results of his labors, the warrior can only point to 
the smoking battle-field, to the shattered city, to the tramp- 
led fields, to dead and dying men and horses, to broken 
weapons and dismounted batteries, as the most consummate 
material trophies of his skill. His implements till no 
soil but '' thB dark and bloody ground, " and his arm 
gathers no harvest but the harvest of dcatli. His mes- 
sengers are missiles of destruction, and his ai-m re=ts when 
he has done his weary day's work on a pyramid of human 
skulls. "Thrifty, unwearied Nature, ever out of our gi-eat 
waste educiug some little profit of her own," may "shroud- 
in the gore and carnage," and "next year the Marchfeld 
will be gi-een, nay gi-eener ;" but for e^ery ear of whca.t 
that waves over the unnatural field, some tear was shed, 
some heart was broken, some life was lost. The produc- 
tiveness of war would furnish a new chapter for Smith 
or Say on the wealth of nations and the laws of political 
eeonomv. 

From the enornious outgoes of other wars we readily 
di-aw the expectation, that our frugal republican habits 
liave suddenly launched out into the most spendthrift ways 
in our recent contest. The Florida war of six years with a 
handful of naked Seminoles cost 842,000,000. The French 
war with Algiers has for sixteen yeais cost $20,000,000, 
aanually, making a gi-and total of 8320,000,000. The AfF- 
glian war, short as it wa,s, cost Great Britain 865,000,000. 
For with all their inventions men have not yet disco- 
vered how to wage a cheap war. They invent labor-saving 
and ingenious machinery for e\'ery other work, but the 
horrid work of battle requires to be done by the practised 
hand and the steady eye of an intelhgent agent. Hence 
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With all the inerex'sed mean^ of At truction man has still 
lu a piie-it iflpa'sure fo Uo the bloodi ilnidgery himself, and 
work his own helhah engine^ he cinDot drig the reluctant 
steam or electricity into his service fo tend his cannon, 
or propel the serried array of his lan«a General Taylor 
la thought to ha^e given a heroic command to his troops 
in hi5 Generil Orden on the day preceding thi, hattle of 
Palo Alto in saving " he wi'-hes to enjoin upon the bat- 
talions of Intintry that their mam dependence must be on 
(he bayonet ," but it shows the manual labor so to speak, 
of a bittle and the impossibility as m the ar^a of peace, 
of shifting off a largp amount of the toil upon the '-ponta- 
neous force' of nilure li reqmic^ men Ic kill men by 
the hundreds and thousand- Ihe bu mess cannot be done 
fey machineiy 

The time of reckoning the co't of tl e Mc\ic^n war has 
not let come The most thit cin bt done now is to make 
some eentril estimates from what is known and authenti- 
ciled to ivhat is unknown, and towhat never will be known. 
But from do"nmentflry statements we Ie'»m that this war 
has not proved an exception to the generil rule. It has 
consumed millions upon millions of Ameiican, and what to 
the philanthropist and Cbriatian will le dcplv, if not 
equallj deplorable, millions upon millions of Mevican pro- 
perty The capital that the two chiei loung republics 
of tlie earth coal J ill afford to lose, has br>en squan- 
dered Hea\y debts that will requiie jears for their 
disbursement have been eontneti.d The energies of many 
thouand men m 1 olh countries ha^e been di-verted from 
industrial and productne occupations Many hare taken 
up the profession of arias and will not return again to the 
pursuits of peace but will seek to find in some "Buffalo 
Hunt on the Eio Grande," or some "Fos Hunt in Canada," 
the chooen theatre of their adventures 

The cost of the war \o Mexico has probably on the whole 
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been aa great as it has heen to the United States,* For 
though her troops did not leave their own soil, nor require 
to be transported thousimds of miles by land and water, 
yet she had three or four times as mitay in the field, and 
the killed and ivoiniiied men, cut off in the prime of life. 
{s'oia all Oi;eiipationa, were far more numeioua. The United 
States in most eases honorably paid the inhabitants where 
the country was conquered for all the articles consumed 
by the troops, but Mexico lost an immense sura by the 
blockade of every port in the Gulf and on the Pacific, the 
diversion of lier maritime revenues into the coffers of her 
enemy, and the heavy military contributions tliat were 
levied upon the respective provinces, invaded both by Gen- 
eral Taylor aad General Scott, and by the commodores on 
the several naval stations. She also lost an incalculable 
amount of public stores, and Ihe material of war of every 
description. So far as conquest was concerned and the 
fruits of conquest, all the gain was on the part of tlie United 
States, and all the loss on the part of her helpless victim, t 

* Three c i c*. have been menlioiied by some feiiolicnl niilpr 
iihj ihe Uiiited biatcs havt sufleicd less pcrunuri loss in this war, 
ihjn naliotts ordinnnlv i3o in iuch contests 1 The distance of the 
acUve warfare from our onn sod 2 The perfect seta tily and fite 
dom of our commerce 3 The influx toi a time of foreign -.pecia, 
uwng to the femme in Enrajie — Adiacaie of Peace, March aid 
l/n/ 1848 pp 178 — i'8 

t The Quaitor Mnstcr Geneml reports T.o\ 24 1847 the receipt 
of S46 960'<2 ciptnrcd m Mexico or nccnung fiom (ustome 

The Secretary of the K'aiy reports Nov 17 1^47 the collection 
bv ofticcn, ol the United btites )f S530 810 4G m the four 
citieB of Vera Cms Tinipico Matamtins inl '^iltillo as mihtary 
conlnbulions leucd upon ibem 

The General Oidcra of Scott, daled Mexico Dcl 31, 18*7, he 
ECsscd $1046 568 on the seieial States of Mexico, according to their 
ihhtv bein)!; "quadruple of the direct taxea patl br the several 
States to their Ffleral Government in the jear 1843 or 1844 ' 
It Vtfs not howevei nparU all collected 
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The actual deatructioa of private and public property must 
necessarily have been immense in the path of the invad- 
ing armies, and at the sieges of Monterey, Vera Cruz, 
Puebia, Atlixco, and Mexico, to say nothing of the bom- 
bardment of other places, Tuspan, Tobasco, and Huamantla. 
It will let us into the secrets of war-making a little to read 
such as the following items of intelligence taken at hazard. 
Edwards, in his sketch, entitled " Doniphan's Campaign," 
pp. 153, 154, writes, " at this same Ceralvo we arrived 
on the tiventv ninth It h one of the few place" which 
Ta\lor did not destioy along the road — he hid been 
compelled to lay was'e most of tiie ranrhos and email towns, 
on account of their aSbrding concealment lo pTities of 
guerillas who iiould occisionillj rob the wiggon trains" 
&en ral Taylor in a letter to the "Wai Depaifment dated 
Monterey bppt ^8 184b say ' The command left by 
Colonel Himey at the Piesidio crossing having been 
fired upon b> the Mevicans with tlie loss of one killed 
andtno v,oanded, get fie to the public storea they i^ ere left 
to protect and retreated to bvn Antonio The bombard 
ment of Vera Cruz wis computed to hue destioyed 
between one and two milhons of propertj * These facta 
may sene to show the loascs which jrobxhlj ensued to a 

Tlo Spc ctjiry f War report Dec 1 l^iS ll Jt the amount of 
contnbnnon'j and aiiils of ciplDicd propcili i.anD0t at that lime 
be fully and aecnrately ascertamed but $J 844 3"3 "7 weie reported 
as received and more » is eipectod from tiew Mlmco and California. 
— 30lh Congress, 2ud Session, House of RepresiaitB.ti>ea. Ek. Uoc. 

An officer, on Iward the United States' man-of-war Independence, 
wrole wntlcr date of April 15, 1843, Mazatlan, that "we have col- 
lected nr secured at the Custom House liere duties to the amount 
of S1S0,000." 

• It was computed by some that tlie hombardmeiit of Vera Crui 
destroyed property to the iimount of 86,000,000; and Mexican ea- 
tJiorilies asserted an equal loss at the capital, but it was no doubt 
o°egerated. 
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greater or less extent at every point, touched or occupied by 
the American arms. When to these considerations we add 
the loss of part of her provinces of Taraaulipas, Coahuila, 
Chihuahua, and the whole of New Mexico, and Upper 
California, we shall stand justiiied in the opinion that not- 
withstanding what she has received in indemnity, viz, 
the relinquishment of the claims, and the payment of 
815,000,000, as a make-peace, the loss to Mexico has been 
fully equal to that of the United Slates. 

■\\'e proceed to state what that is, accoi-ding to the most 
rehable documents and estimates; premising, however, that 
many years must pass, before any one can say what the 
expenses are in fidl ; since all the incidentals, — as pensions, 
bounlies, suid private claims, — of neither the Florida war, 
nor that of 1812, nor even Uiat of the American Revolution, 
have as yet been ascertained and paid. The details, too, in 
official documents, are so diificult to analyze and understand, 
that none but an accomplished financier can do the subject 
full justice. Even Mr. Gallatin himself, one of the ablest 
and most experienced of living men in his day, ia this de- 
paitoient of affairs, in bis Treatise of 1848, entitled " War 
Expenses," is obliged, sometimes, to confess himself at 
feulti 

War was declared by the President of the Uniled States, 
May 13, 1846, and peace was ratified by the Mexican Con- 
gress, May 25, 1848. The two nations were, therefore, 
embroiled with each other about two years. Tlie fiscal year 
of the United Stales ends June 30th, and the two years of 
the war may be regarded as covering, in some measure, two 
fiscal years. The expenses of the war extended, however, 
materially into the fiscal year beginning June 30, 1848, 
and ending June 30, 1849. 
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B expenditures of llic jcac ending June SOlh, 
ated expendilures of the j-car ending June SOth, 



LeBTing the round fcm of . . . 

which may thieily be aitribaied lo tite wa 

Mexico. 
If to this sum we ndd tlie money to be paid (c 



Extra pay for tUree months, allowed by Congress 
July IB, 1848, lo nil soliliei-3, compuleii by the Se- 
cretaiy of War at from 80 lo 100,000, engaged ir 
the war, say ........ 

Claims, for which the GoTernmcnt is liable 



If we take anotlier,t more specific method, wo arrive at 
nearly th.e same result. 

Expenditures of 1845-6 over those of 1844-5, at- 
tributable to Gen. Taylor's movements . $4,299,000 

Expenditures of army and navy proper, 1 846 - 7, orer 

those of previous years 30,777,000 

Ditto, 1846-8 31,715fl00 

Other increased expenditures of the War Depart- 
ment over those of previous years . . 15,217,000 

Expenditures after June 30tb, 1843. for return of 

troops, etc. cte 4,000.000 

For new territories 15,000.000 

Extra pay 2,000,000 

Claims .... .... 3.250.000 

By which we have S106,25S,O0O 

as tliB sum of the positive expenditures, independ- 
ently of the endless array of bounties, pension?, 
and claims, which will now ponf like tiie Gulf 
Stream into Congress. 

* See Official Documents, 
t See Official Documeats. 
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When to this sura, wliicli has been a direet coat, we add 
the long array of indirect expenditures, that will Stretch 
through the nest half century, to reward the officers and 
soldiers engaged ia lhia«ar; the injury to the business of 
the country, by withdi'awmg so many millions of capital, 
and scattering it over a foreign land ; the destruction of so 
many thousand li^es, the loss of health to so many thousand 
more, thus sinHng a large amount of the productive labor 
of the country ; the emploj ment of multitudes in the barren 
and unproductive work of equipping the warrior, Ihe war- 
hoi-^e, and the war-ship, with their enginery of death, be- 
sides the using of military stores and anna in arsenals ; and 
the inleiTuption of business, consequent upon a state of war 
with one of our trading neighbors ; then we shall not think 
it extravagant to say, that the indirect cost of the war, were 
it ferretted out in all its particulars, would equal the direct 
expenditure, and amount to 1100,000,000 more ; thus swell- 
ing the grand total to 8200,000,000. 

To fortify these results, we will adduce some other con- 
siderations, relative to the finances of the. war. Thus the 
military and naval appropriations for the year ending June, 
1847, were $-{0,863,165.96 ; for the year ending June, 18i8, 
831,377,679.92 ; and, for the year ending June, 1849, S42, 
224,000 ; amounting, in all, to SI 14,466,835.88. A part of 
this sum goes for other expenditures than those of the Mex- 
ican hostilities ; but this sum does not include the price paid 
for California and New Mexico, the claims wliich tlie United 
States have obligated themselves to pay, and the bounty of 
160 acres of land • to every volunteer, making, as haa been 

* "The Slcsican War land- warrants -will greatly outnumber those 
of the Bovolulion, or tlie war of 1812, ns thcvB are many more sol- 
diers. They are worth mare, also, as there is a wider field allowed for 
acleclions. Ail the soldiera, who volnnteered for twelve months, aro 
entitled to one hundred ajid fixty acres of land, and the six months' 
volatiteers are enlitled to eighty acre«. The wife, cfaildi^, fatJier, or 
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computed, for 60,000 men 9,600,000 acres, or $6,000,000 in 
Treasury scrip, if the soldiers or their heirs prefer to talte 
the equivalent ; to say nothing of the large sums which were 
voted by State Legislatui-es, or contributed by individuals, to 
equip and furnish the volunteer re^ments and their officers, 
and the tlousands and the tens of thousands espeuded in 
welcoming back, in a festive maimer, the survivors, on their 
return home. 

One Senator statetj, in ^a official place, that the war v/aa 
costing, at one period, at the rate of S500,000 per diem. 

Another smd : " I am satisfied, that one year of this war 
will cost us.about 8100,000,000." He then cited the appro- 
priations, lo justify such an inference. For the army alone : 

Bjthe Actof the I3thMay, 1846 .... $10,000,000 
By the Act of the 20lh Juno ... . 12,000,000 

Bj tlie Act of the Stti August 2,200,000 



Eaised by louna, to meet war expenses : 

By the Act of the aoth of July $10,000,000 

By l]ie Act iiBSHCd winter session, I S46- 7 . . 23,000,000 

Surplus in the treasury when tlie war began, consumcii, 12,000,000 
The necessary appropriations, lo bo passed tlie same 

eesaion 50,000,000 



Total,* $119,200,000 

Such were the expenditures made, or estimated, up to 

mother, of soldiers who died in the sen'ice, are allowed the same quan- 
tity of land." — Newbun/porl Herald. 

* The Secretary of War says, Appendix to the Congressional Globa, 
aotli Congress, 2d Session, p. 22 : " More than 60,000 claims have b*en 
presented under the Act of lllh Feb. 1847, for bounty land and trea- 
snry scrip About 40,000 have been acted on and allowed ; 20,000 are 
now pending; and it is es^niated that there are 40,000 yet to be pre- 
sented." See, also, 30lh Congress, 2d Session, Ex. Doe. No, 1, p. 369. 
90,000 claims bad been presented. May, 1849, at we leomt by personal 
laqniry at the War Depariment, 
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March 3, 1847, according to the uncontradicted statements 
of a United States Senator, made in Jiis seat. 

A distinguislied Governor of Tennessee, an advocate of 
the war, declared, in a public address, that the expenses 
would be $8,000,000 per month. 

Colonel Doniphan's regiment of mounted dragoons con- 
eisted of 1,000 men. They volunteered for one year. "VVhen 
they returned home, each of them received fo60 for his pay, 
his horse, etc., and his land scrip in addition ; making, in all, 
the sum of S7o0,000. 

The claims of citizens of CaUforaia against the United 
States, for money and supplies furnished hy them during the 
war, amounted to 9500,000 or K8O0,000.* 

The President, in a Message to Congress, dal«d July 6, 
1848, stated that the debt of the United States, before the 
war began, was »17,788,799.62; and that, in consequence 
of the war, it had been increased to $65,778,450.41 ; thus 
makmg the actual war debt $47,989,650.79. He then says, 
that »12,000,000 were to be pfud to Mexico; and that the 
unliquidated claims, assumed by the United Slates, were 
$l,.'il9,604.7G, and the interest thei-eon ; all whicli, added to 
the above sum, make the total of a direct debt of S61,509, 
255.55, in July, 1348, according to the admission of the 
President of the United States, 

From these and a variety of other facts of a similar char- 
acter, we draw the conclusion that this war cost the United 
States, directly and indirectly, at a moderate computation, 
$200,000,000, and that it cost Mexico, dii-cctly and indi- 
rectly, an equal sum. 

Suppose this sum were allotted to be paid by the people 
of this co«ntry at so much a poll, and reckon the population 
at 20,000,000, then each man, woman, and child, would 

* 30th Congress, 1st See^n, Seoaie, B«p. Com. Ko. 7^ pp^ S, 

;, IS, 50. 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



be laid under a direct fax of $ 10, or say, on an average, 
each family, of f 50, Or, if wc suppost tlie actual expen 
ses to come within the exceedingly moderate estimate of 
3100,000,000, we should then have a direct tax of 85 a 
head. And if the levy were made not according to heads, 
but purses, the burden would fall on men in proportion to 
their ability to pay, and every man of substance would ask 
with an increased interest, What is the Mexican war? 
Why was It fought? And what are its plea's and benefits? 

As the war wis o-tensibly prosecuteJ, in part, for the 
enda ot a suit at law, to recover i bid debt of an unwilling 
di,btoi, the reauh has Uught the old Itsaon of the folly of 
^om^ to la« loi 1 iLdie'^s of gne^atices. The report of 
the eommisiion that "at ne'irly two years on the United 
States claims for Mexican spoil itiona upon her commerco, 
states that 

Tie nhole ftmount claim lcI wis . SI 1.850,578.49 

llie t»o Mtiican Coniiiiissioner= agreed n alluir- 

aneeofonlr 630,406.76 

The two American Commissioners allowec! . 3,846,311.00 

Awarded liy llie Piassian umpire, Baron 

lloenne S1,586,7J5.00 

Agreed by lUl tlie Commissionera . . 439;iD3.00 



Tulal (iualij' allowed S2,0£6, 1 38.00 

This was the original legal and conceded debt of Mexico 
lo the United States. Her finances were embarrassed, and 
she did not meet her engagements. Nations, like iodivid- 
uals, find it hard to pay old debts ; and the older the harder. 
"Witness France, witness the United Stales, witness Spain, 
witness every nalioa. But in 1843 a new treaty was en- 
tered into, and Mexico agreed to pay promptly and in 
regular instalments, principal and interest. But she was 
poor and revolutionai^, and the Texan difficullies, and her 
jealousy of the United Slates, increased the embarrassment, 
and perhaps, as was natural, th« indisposition to pay. So is 
it explicitly ijedared by Mr. Vobs, the American agent, in 
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an official letter. Some of the instalments were prompt- 
I3 paid,all weie Jeclaied good Lut procraatbation prevailed 
in the Mexiuia council-, and the United States naturally 
liLcame indignant and impatinnt This la one of the final 
and alleged causes ol the ivai that Mexico would not pay 
hei honest debt- But even it liie did not, it was a cosily 
method to collect the dues, to =end Generals Tayloi- and 
Scott, and Commodores Conner, Perry, Sloat, and Stockton, 
as sherifis, with such an expensive posse eomitatus to levy 
on the Mexican estate and pay the debt by such an execution, 
" It was," to use the homely phrase of the American philo- 
sopher, "paying too dear for the whistle." Then, loo, it 
was not for us, who liaic waited long decades of years for 
the old European monarchies to pay up for the spoliations 
they committed on our commerce ; and who, even when they 
did pay, delayed promptly to disburse to the private claim- 
ants ; it was not for us, who have in loo many States repu- 
diated our debts ; it was not for us, the stronger republic, 
to fore to sharp practice and summary puni'slimenf, our 
youngei, weaker sister republic. It was not a juat or a 
magnanimous act, and, — what is mainly relevant to the 
object of this paragraph, — it was not a profitable business 
transaction: for we now pay for the war, pay for the new 
territory, and pay the claimants. 

The master-evil of war-expenditures, however, ia not, as 
before hinted, so much in the money that is lost, as the 
spirit that is left behind. This point haa been so ably set 
forth by the Democratic Meview of B'ebruary, I8i7, that we 
need not apolo^ze for quoting its language. "It is not 
Hlone the war, and the expense, great though it be, that is 
to be dreaded. We are rich and industrious, and having 
plenty of resources, can pay any sums. A protracted war 
i^, however, buildingup a great military interest heretofore 
unknown to our institutions. The great peril which destroyed 
Jlc-xico we are ab^u^ to encounter. The long Spanish war 
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ef independence atifled lier industry and smothered her 
eommerce. No interest flonrislied but the military, and her 
Ebeilies nltimately perislied in ita giant gripe, Thia in- 
ierest, having no sympathy with industi-ia! pursuits, in its 
nature ariatocrartic, ia already rapidly grow'ing among us. 
A few yeara only will CMKolidate its strengthj and spread 
its influence tbi-ough all tiie ramifications of contractors and 
jees, dependent up<»i war expenditures. Such an in- 
terest is one to be dreaded, perhaps, mwe th^i any other, 
when ice reflect upon the materials of strife witlun ua, thB 

mcor of party apirit, and tlie recklessness cf fansKicism." 
A furtjier consideration which will impress upon us more 

vidiy the wicke^eas of "the wasta of treaaui'e" in war, is 
[he various beneficial uses to which sueh mighty sums of 
money might be devoted. ■ If " moneys," as the old Eoman 
said, "are the sinews of war," so are they also the sinews 
of peace. If the "dollar" be not "almighty," and the god 
of this world, it is at least an essenfial instrament in pro- 
moting every good word and wCM-k among mankind. Money 
builds the city, and beautifies the country. Money fills the 
sails and turns the water-wheel. Money tunnels the moun- 
tains, and barricades the rivers. Money speeds the loom, 
and propels the care, and operates the telegi-apH. Money 
gives food to the well and medicine to the sick. Money 
clothes our bodies and rfuses our bouses. Mtwiey erects 
the scboolhouse and the satrctuary, and puts a teacher in 
one and a preacher in the other. Money multiplies the 
Scriptures, and heralds the blessed news of salvation from 
clime to clime. It is money that is needed at this moment, 
as the great coijperator, to send civilization and Chris- 
tianity to those who are now sitting in darkness and the 
shadow of death, as well as to re-civilize civilization itself, 
and to re-Christianize Christendom. Money, money, is the 
call of the educator, the reformer, the philanthi-opist, tlie 
missionary; and it is not a selfish call; for by this power 
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the printing, and teaching, and speaking, and exploring, and 
trayetling, are physically sustained, and "seed is given to 
the sower, and bread to the eater." 

In this light, consider that the S200,000,000 of money 
squandered in this unjust, unnecessary, and un constitutional 
war, would found a library ia each of the ten largest dtiea 
of the United States, namely. New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Boston, New Orleans, Cincinnati, Brooklyn, 
Albany, and Washington, which should contain as many 
volumes as the largest library on the continent of JEurope, 
and endow it with a princely fund sufficient to keep it in 
repair, and enrioh it with the accessions of ail living liter- 
ature from every nation, thus opening inexhaustible foun- 
tains of knowledge for all futm-e generations, and placing 
the interests of learning on a foundation worthy of the first 
republic on earth. 

Or, suppose this sum devoted to the endowment of com- 
mon schoob, academies, arid colleges, of i^ricultural, reform- 
atory, scientific, normal, and professional seminaries of in- 
struction ; and to the establishment of Lyceums, Lowell 
Institutes, Adult Schools, Teacher's Institutes, and then a 
magnificent apparatus of means and agencies of every de- 
scription would be provided to cultivate what the poet has 

'■AcrcB of untilleii brains," 

to develope the mighty mind and the great heart of our 
America, and to prevent the hourly repetition of that pa- 
thetic " tragedy," of which the prose-poet speaks, " that there 
should one man die ignorajit who had the capacity for 
knowledge." 

Imagine such a sum employed in the industrial and ma- 
terial improvements of a country, to give security to its 
navigation and commerce ; to facilitate domestic and foreign 
intercourse; to bind city to city, and State to State, and 
nation to nation, in harmonious cooperation ; to develope the 
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physical and mineral resources of the earth, and make her 
not the step-mother, hut the own mother, of her children ; 
and how many millions of naked would be clothed, and how 
many millions of the hungry would be fed, and how much 
time would be redeemed from inexorable toil to devote to 
the higher culture of our nature, and to the making not of 
money, hut of men, worthy to be called men ! 

Or, were it expended in the fine and the useful arts, to 
join everywhere in eternal union, beauty and utility; to 
stimulate and reward invention ; to carry all the sdences, 
and, consequently, all the arts depending upon them, to « 
higher siat« of perfection; to multiply in the dtiea and 
habitations of a fi'ee people the rarest production'* of archi- 
tecture, painting, sculpture, — the workii of genius baptized 
into the name of Christ; how ample would be the in- 
strumentalities for developing such a national character as 
the world has never before seen, except in the dream of 
some rapt sage, or the vision of some inspired prophet ! 

Let it he consecrated on the altar of philanthropy, and 
what chain would not be broken, what prisoner not vis- 
ited, what sick uatended, what beggar unreliered, what in- 
sane given over, what ijliot abandoned, what blmd, or deaf, 
or dumb, or maimed uncared for, what inebriate unreformed, 
what licentious not purified, and what criminal uninstructed 
and unrecovered ! 

Or, propose the suhlimest of the works done, or to be done 
in this world, and the one in a manner comprehending ail the 
other enterprises referred to, we mean the Chriatianiziag of 
the whole world, the sanctificsUion of the five human races ; 
and in the interest alone of this gigantic war-bill we should 
find abundant means, so far as pecuniary resources are con- 
cerned, to set in operation forty-eight majestic missionary and 
Bible societies, as lai^c as the American Board, and the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, to work with omnipres- 
ent and almost omnipotent powsrin every land, and shed the 
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light of divine trulh and mercy in every benighted heart and 
habitation, and plant the churches of the Redeemer on every 
hill-top and in every vaJley from pole to poie. Call it not 
folly or fanaticism to imagine such a Millennium. It was 
once the hope of prophecy ; it was later the vision of Christ ; 
and it shall one day be the Kingdom of God on earth. 

If this be our strength and glory to raise money, and ex- 
pend it in wicked and wasteful wara, tormenting our neigli- 
bors and ourselves, then is our strength weakness, and our 
glory shame. If a whole nation wiD expend without relucU 
ance their kingly treasures, (that might constitute the moraL 
lever to raise the earUi,) in the arts of human butchery and 
misery, in conquest and invasion, what title has it to be 
called ft Christian nation ? It has none. It is a heathen 
people with a Christian cloak ; heathen in spirit, and heathen 
in practice. We may cry, " Lord, Lord," but the use of holy 
words cannot save the workers of iniquity fiwrn the condem- 
nation of the Judge of all. 

In concluding this chapter, a practical question suggests 
itself; how shall the masses of a nation be made to feel the 
abomination of spending hundreds of millions in war? and 
how shall the future be esempled from.tlie grinding injustice 
of having its labor and property mortgaged in advance, and 
forever crippled by the war-debts of the past ? In one way, 
and we believe in one way only. Let these untold millions 
be paid at once hy a direct tax. Pay as you go, should be 
the rule of nations na well as of individuals. We have no 
right to make our cliildren settle wilh their' toil and tears the 
debts of our folly. Now the war-expenses are not felt, be- 
cause they come obliquely and stealthily, and are so mixed 
up with tariffs and indirect taxes, and the consumption of the 
proceeds of tlie public lands, that few understand their ope- 
ration. ISut apply the principle of a direct tax, and every 
man in the community would inquire into the merits and de- 
merits of a war, and would not fail to clamor loudly and 
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effectually against all wars of aggression, invasion, conquest, 
and slavery. We are happy to strengthen our position by 
the opinion of one of the ablest Judges on the Bench of the 
Supreme Court of the United States.* " All wars should he 
accomplished by a system of direct and internal taxation. 
Nothing short of tliis can show, ia addition to sacrifice of life, 
what we pay for military glory. This was the policy in the 
better days of tbe Rspublic" 



CHAPTEli IX. 

THE DESTKUCTION OF HUMAN LIFE. 

" Seek, —bum, — fire, — kill, — alrtj-;' 

" Food foe powder, food for powilei-." — SiiAKsrEiRE. 

PHYsrciANS are accustomed to make aa examination, af- 
ter the disease has proved fatal, in order to ascertain more 
dearly its seat, causes, and diagnosis. It is not a grateful 
task to enter into the bloody chambers, where life was mys- 
teriously liidden ; but they do it for the sake of the living, 
and to prevent the repetition of like effects. The moralist 
and Christian, too, are sometimes obliged to make, so to 
Bpeak, post mortem examinations, for however painful it may 
be to live overagain scenes of violence and wi-ong, and to follow 
file track of armies, yet they feel it to be a duty if they can 
by this means obtain poweri'ul evidences in behalf of tlie cause 
they advocate. They wish thus to call the surgeon, as well 
m the fioancier, to testify lo the evils of war, and lo invoke 

* Judge MeLeau. 
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tlie hospital no leis than the exchange, to pronounce ils con- 
demning sentence. 

But here, as in the matter of ivar-espendifures, the very 
immenaity of the suffering — wounds, maiming, tdekiiess, death, 
caused hy wsu-, — stagers our -eonception, and piiralyzes oar 
imagination. When we read that a thousand men died in 
battle, that two thousand were sitk in the hospital, we no 
more i-ea3ize that infinite sura of misery than we do the length 
of eternity. But let only one image of personal agony rise 
vividly before us, — the active, hopeful, widely-endeared 
young man, reding headlong from liis horse, cruslked and 
bleeding by the terrible cannon ball, — or the father on whom 
a whole ftanily depends, languishing month after month in & 
foreign clime, anxious, weak,' pained, dying by inches, with 
no hand of wife «r child to bafhe the fevered temples, or min- 
ister the healing cup ; and we have a deei>er imjM'cssion of 
the tmutterable miseries of war than solid pages of statistics 
could give us. And if we could then multiply one by many, 
and consider what a single hostile meeting of armies is, and 
does, oould be in it, and yet not of it, could view it as a self- 
possessed spectator, could see all the cruel machines of death 
in " awful activity," the earth trembling with the thimder af 
Artillery, the air rent with shrieks and shouts, the light of the 
fiun shut out by sulphurous clouds, the waters running crim- 
«on with the heart's blood of thousands, every siiot carrying 
away a limb or a life, every charge sweeping to the dust hun- 
dreds of poor wounded, dying creatures, we should pronounca 
a battle the very incarnation of hell on earth. 

But men do not know wl>at war is, how much of all that 
is most fearful iu pain, and terror, and suffering, and dealh, ia 
as surely drawn in its train, as any cause leads to any effecL 
Men M home who make war, do not know what they are doing, 
what mountains of misery and sin tliey are heaping upon 
their fellow men ; for if they did know and had not hearts of 
flints, they would say, sooner than do this thing, this infinite 
evil, " perish our right arm from ii& socket, palsied be our 
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tongue in ourmoutb!" Men in camp andfieid become mail- 
ed and triple-mailed in their seusibilities by tJieir dreadful 
familiarity with exhibitions of suffmng ; and whei'eaa they 
would once have fainted at witnessing tlie slightest surgical 
operation, they can at last look unmoved oa tlie carnage of 
Waterloo. So that the history of war never has been written, 
and from the necessity of the case, never can bo. We may 
get a glimpse here aiid there, where its Ihunder-clouds are 
parted, and we look upon the ground strewed witli the dead 
and dying! or where we walk tJirough its long range of hos- 
pital wards, and hundreds of ghastly faces start up at the 
sound of Qur steps ; hut its physical, like its other evils, are 
too vast to be comprehended by a finite mind. 

We are accustomed to speiJt of (he late war between Mex- 
ico and the United Slates, as if it were the conflict of two 
soulless generalizationa, two historical or geographical bodies, 
that pitched their camp and arrayed tlieir battle, one agaiast 
the 6ther. The terms are corporate, political, and insensible. 
Happy indeed were it, if it were the meeting of names 
on paper, and not of hvmg men in the bloody field. 
Happy were it, even if the old custom of moi-e chiv- 
alrous daya were revived, and they, the historical pcrsoaagea 
who make the war, should themselves do the iighting, king 
meeting king, or president, president, either in tlieiv own per- 
sons, or in the representatives, and substitutes of their res- 
pective choice and country. Eivers of blood would thus be 
spared, and Uie question subjected to an equally fair mode of 
arbitrament and decision. But the nature of war, as it is now 
carried on, .is far difierent. It is the personal conilict of 
thousands of Mexican men agmnst thousands of United Slates' 
men. It is (lie raising of hand against hand, and the baring 
of hundreds of human bosoms to the awful hail of b.alls, and 
sabre sfi'okes, and lance and bayonet thrusts. It is upon bodies 
keenly sensitive to the least wound, in every vein, and nerve, 
and fibre of which the Almighty has set the seal of his creii- 
tive wisdom and goodness, and which he has made capable 
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nX vast enjoyment; and sufP^aing ; it is upon head and Iieart, 
upon life and limb, that the bruises and Iftcerations come, 
smiting, crushing, snapping th« bones as it' they were worth 
no more than pipe-stems, rending open the flesh as if it were 
the meat of the shambles, and battering to pieces the image 
of God as if it were the common day of tie potter. It ia 
not Mexico that suffers by the war ; it is seme tliousands ol 
her people, many of them innocent men, women, and children, 
who happened to come witJiin the reach of the destroying ball 
and bomb, in the battle and siege. It is not the United States, 
that has been visited by pmn, grief, loss of life, <rf health, 
friends, morals, through the instrumentality of this conflict; 
but it is certain men, families, living hearts, suffering bodies, 
agonized ssuls. In looking then at the tremendous devasta- 
tions of war, let us remember that they all fall on individual 
human beings, and not on soulless corporations, insensible 
nations, or geographical names. 

Tiiis destruction of human life in any aspect in which we 
can view it, is a complex eviL It has branches of mischief 
shooting in all directions. Existence is the free gift of God, 
and not lightly or unnecessarily to he trifled ivili or squan- 
dered. Every man born in a civilized commnniCy, reared to 
manhood, and armed and equiped with the requisite trtdning, 
experience, and principle to act well his part in society, is to 
be considered as so much capital, invested for the best good 
of the land he lives in, and paying the rich percentage of 
usefulness (uid rcciprocily to a large circle of fellow creatures. 
"When prematurely taken away, before he has lived out half 
his days, by accident or sickness, we fee! that it is an inscru- 
table Providdice. But when by suicide he cuts short his 
probation, or when by the exposures and dangers of war, 
another species of suicide in one sense, he dies before bis 
time, there is a great and positive loss to eveiy interest of 
the community. Here is a world of work of every kind to 
do, the season is pressing, time does not halt, the harvest ia 
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white unto lie sickle, but the laborers that should enter into 
this rich and varied field, and reap fruit unto eternal life, are 
taken from their families, and far away ai-e made " food for 
powder," or mowed downhy disease, as if they were so many 
worthless animals. Little calculation is made to save their 
lives, except as constituting oue of the prime materials for 
war. In niaking good a battle or forcing a siege, the aim 
is not to save the men but to gain the victory. Kapoleon 
never hesitated to sacrifice any number of lives, provided he 
could thereby cai'ry his point. Every general, in order to he 
successful, must adopt more or less the same principle. But 
every man that is offered upon the bloody plain to the god of 
battles, is one heart, one head, one life leas, to do the gi-eat 
work for which men were placed temporarily on the earth, 
— to glorify their Maker, and benefit one another. So much 
has been subtracted out of the most valuable capital of a 
country, which no money can replace, A nation's life has 
been abridged ; a nalion's heart has bled some great drops of 
blood. Human life is the basis and condition to all other 
good, and in proportion as any considerable amount of it is 
violently absti'acted from the community, do all the great in- 
terests of humanity receive a sensible shock. 

In immediate connection with the above considerations up- 
on the evils resulting from the loss of life in war, it should be 
added that it has especially a barbarizing influence upon the 
humane and moral sentiments of a people. This is true even 
of the wholesale morlality produced by the plague, cholera, 
famine, eaithquake, or volcano. The heart of a community 
is apparently stunned by the frequent presence of death. De- 
foe, in his history of the piague in London, records with graph- 
ic simplicity the dreadful brutality and wickedness of the 
survivors, even while they were admonished every instant 
that death was at the door, if not rioting in the house. Much 
more does the waste of human life by agencies of man's own 
i operating, harden the hearf, and paralyze the 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



THE DESTRUCTION OP HUMAN LIFE. 107 

conscience. War is the most formidable of these agencies. 
It is " Death on the pale horse," seen by the Eevelator,* " and 
hell followed with him." " And power was given unto them 
over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth." 
In proportion as a Christian civilization has made its benefi- 
cent way among men, it has i-aiscd the value of man, shown 
his worth, and dignity, and set a higher price upon his life. 
Gross and savage customs have been ameliorated, or done 
away. All tliat relates to human comfort, and welfare, has 
been invested with a new and sublime interest, because of 
the nature and destiny of the being in whom it centres. But 
war, waged under the most favorable circumstances,' and with 
all possible palliations and neuti'alizing influences, aiTesis 
these liumaae movements, revives the barbarian estimate of 
life, and all that appertains to it, and strides on to its infernal 
revelry of blood and glory, though it send tlie voice of lamen- 
tation and woe through the homes of a wkole people. The 
oft-repeated spectacle of death under every shocking mode of 
agony, mutilation, carnage, and disease, steels the heart of 
the spectator. The news of it, also, sent far and wide on the 
wings of a war-literature and a martial press, produces a de- 
moralizing influence upon a whole nation. Human life be- 
comes cheap in view of tliese immense butcheries, and then 
human virtue too is undervalued. Men care less what they 
say, or do, or how they live, A spirit of recklessness is en- 
gendered. Crimes increase in number and in turpitude. Of- 
fences against person and hfe are multiplied by the contagion 
of the camp, and the brilliant examples of t)},e battle-field. 
Many are ready to dispute the maxim, that one murder does 
make a villain, if millions make a hero. They emulate the 
daring spirit, and tlie summary Indian justice of war, that de- 
mands eye for eye, and tooth for tooth, and life for life. A 
whole Christian people may thus be sensibly degraded by the 

* Rev. 6: 8. 
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waste of human life, and the means by which it is effected, 
and fall lo a lower statidiU'dof moi'ala aad public order. This 
is not one of the least evils of war. 

It is quite as difficult to ascertain accurately the mortality, 
as it is the cost of the Mexican war. Peraons of different 
views and tempei-anients wiil give different estimates. 
All that we can accomplish in either of these matters, ia 
an approsimation to the reality. National governments 
do not feel it to be a duty to render sueli an account 
of their doings, that the people at lai^e can see how much 
is the cost in life, limb, and dollars of their "glory." 
No open and intelligible debt-and-credit account is kept~ 
Besides, the books cannot be " posted up," till many years 
after the war. AVe have to glean therefore, the census 
of death from many unsatisfactoiy sources, but we shall 
endeavor to avoid the common sin of exaggeration, and 
to justify all inferences by well-authenticated facts. 

There were some causes which rendered the lsi& con- 
flict pcciiiiarly fatal to life. The scene of strife was not, 
as in the Revolutionary war, that of 1812, or the Florida 
war, within our own borders. We were invaders of a 
foreign land. IVe dared the burning Line. A long march 
by land, or a voyage by sea, ti-ansporled the combalanla 
to the scene of action. Their food, climate, habits 
were changed. If sick or wounded, they were too far 
from home for wife or sister lo visit them, too iar to 
be easily restored to their friends. The process of acdi- 
mation had to be encountered under the most unfavorable 
circumstances. Fever, vomito, dysentery, erysipelas, and 
other disorders raged among the troops with terrible viru- 
lence. Far more perished in the hospitals than in the 
field. The deaths at the city of Mexico among the Ameri- 
can soldiery averaged a thousand a month for a considerable 
time after they occupied " the halls of the Montezumas, " 
and three or four hundred a month afterwards. The 
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wounded \ery generally died by the effects ot the clim-de, 
an! the ai ess of si(,kne-5S, The fact, too, that so la-ge 
a poition ot the troops were raw volunteers, wholly unuaed 
to a soldiers lite, and often imiiiUing to submit to the 
neiea-.try "anitary regulatiorui ot the ■»rmy, accounts in 
pait for the dlmo't incredible expenditure of liie Many, 
al o, tint e'fcaped death brought home bi-oken constilu- 
tioiia ind hieked and sliattered tramc- and will hnger 
out 1 speeie= ot luing death the rest of then days The . 
d -iipation oi the eimp, too, pro tnted hundiedi and re- 
lumed many a once athletic jouiig mtn to his tlienda 
dtcrepit in mind and body 

"While on the side of the Ulexican':, (whose woes and 
lo aes now at leist, if not before, we may consider and 
regret, since vfe ire at peace, and fiiends again,) the loss 
in battle nai very great from the precision and npidity 
of tile Amer can fiie and the greater number of troops 
they hid m the field Thej weie al o ill piovided with 
the necc'f'.aiT "supplies of tood and clotluii^, and cimp 
equipments The army ot Sinti Annaiiaa in great des- 
titutnn betore the battle of Duena Vi'ffa and alter its 
retreat, the road side was encumbered for si^.lj leagues with 
thoae who weie djmg of hunger and tlnr t We have 
no accurate statements ot the numbei of •wldier-. on the ''ide 
of Mexico engaged m the wai , but we should set the 
estimate no doubt witbia very moderate bouiiia, if we 
(jhouid say, that three times the number compared with our 
iTOopa were m the field, and that .llio loas in battle averaged 
thi-ee times as much ; and that the loss in battle and sickness 
together was aa much or more than that of the Americans. 

The Northern States, according to one sfatemeat, fur- 
nished 22,136 volunteers, and the Southern States 43,213, 
in all, 6o,34!l, The Northerners generally enlisted for the 
war ; the Southerners for one year or a less term. 

The Export of the Adjutant Genei-al, April 5, 1848, 
10 
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to the Secretary of war» "makes the whole number of 
the regular army employed everywhere in tie prosecution 
of the war, inclusive of December 1847, about 26,690, 
besides a battalion of marines, (330.)" "Twenty-nine 
thousand men have been recruitod since the 13th of May, 
184C, " The whole number of volunteers mustered in the 
service, from May, 1846 was 71,309, of which 56,926 were 
Anally accepted. The naval force was 8,000 at least. 
When to these numbers we add at least 5,000 teamsters, 
and "the large number of recruits," which Gen. Jones 
says, "arrived at Vera Cruz and other places in Mexico," 
and were never reported or accounted for, we deem it a 
very moderate statement to make, that 100,000 Americans 
were in Mexico during the war.f 

Suppose that only one man in five of the 100,000 men, 
who first and last have been in the war, has perished, 
and the verj- moderale computation gives us 20,000 dead. 
It has often been stated in Congressional speeches, that 
the American loss could not be less than that number, 
aaJ we believe it to have been even far more. 

The hospital often proved more destructive even than 
the battle-field. 

On Sept. 3, 1846, Gen. Taylor wrote from Camargo, 
'■ there has been great sickness and mortality in some 
of the ,voluntcer regiments, " 

He writes on June 30, 1847, at the camp near Monterey, 
" it is confidently hoped that the troops in that camp (near 
Mier) will escape, in a great measure, such excessive sick- 
ness as prevailed last year at Camargo, and which is now 
beginning to be felt there. " 

From llie same place he says, on July 27, 1847, "great 

* aotli Conj^ss, 1st Session, Senate, Es. Doc. No. 36. 

t In August, 1S46, Congress niilhorizcd an inerense of the Navy, 
from 7,S00 to 10,000, but owing to vfli-ious circumsMntcs it was not 
incrensod to more than 8,000. 
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eicknesa and mortality have prevailed among the volunteer 
troopa in front of SaltiUo. " 

He adds tlie following, ia a letter dated Camp, near Mon- 
terey, Aug. 10, 18i7 : " There continues to Ije much sickness 
among the new troops, bolii at Mier and Buena Vista, ac- 
companied by an unusual sliare of mortality. Nearly twenty- 
fire per cent, of the iarce present is disabled, at -this moment, 
by disease." 

We see, by these declarations, tliat tlie great warrior 
dreaded the sweeping scythe of disease, far more than he 
did the swoi-d of the enemy. Indeed he declared, in a 
speech made at Port Hudson, La., on occasion of the return 
of the volunteers, reported in the newspapers, 1848, that, 
"of those who have died in active service in Mexico, the 
proportion of thtee cut down by disease to those who fell on 
the battle-field, is about Jive to one ! " 

Besides the losses on the field and in the hospital, on 
Gen. Taylor's line of operations, many petished by the hand 
of violence, — either in private, or by ai'med parlies of gue- 
till as. 

The sickness on the Vera Cruz line was even more for- 
midable than on that of the Bio Grande. It was a more 
southern latitude. The iierra calieate, or hot region, of the 
sea-coast, and the tten-a templada, or table land, of the inte- 
rior, and the valley (rf Mexico, were all found to be fatal to 
tlie American soldier. Gen. Scott writes from Puebla, June 
4, 1847, as follows : " The effective sti'cngth of this army 
has been surprisingly reduced. Besides the discharge of 
seven regiments, and two independent companies, of old 
Tolunteera, we had to leave in hospital about 1,000 men at 
Vera Cruz, as many sick and wounded at Jalapa, and 200 
Bick at Perote. Here we have on the sick report 1,017, 
Not a corps has made a forced marcli, except in the pursuit 
after the battle of Cerro Gordo, and every possible attention 
has been given lo the health of the troops. The general 
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sickness may be attribaf«d to several rauses: 1. The great 
contrast in <i!imaKis, above and below C«ito Gordo ; 2. The 
insufficiency of clothiog, but little having arrived when the 
army marched from Vera Ci'uz ; and 3. The want of salt 
meats, thn troops not having had any oftener than one day 
in nine, since we reached the elevated country ; as our insuf- 
ficient means of transportation allowed us to bring up only 
small quaniities of bacon and no mesa pork. The prevailing 
diseases have been chills and fevers, and diarrhoea." 

On July 25th, Gen. Scott reported the sick at Puebla at 
87 officerefmd 2,215 men;, in all, 2,302. 

Mansfield, in his Histoiy of the'Mexican War, slates that 
Gen. Scott left Fuebla, on Aug. 7 - 10, with 10,733 men, 
and that 3,261 wej^ left in garrison and in hospitals. Of the 
last, the largest part wei-e in hospital, where there were, at 
one time, no less tlian 1,900 sick ! Of these, 700 found iheir 
graves at Puebla ! 

With 3,217 sick in the hospitals at Vera CruZj'Jalapa, 
Perote, and Puebia, early in June, at the very beginning of 
the sickly season, and 2,302 at Puebla alone, the last of 
July, and 1,900 in August, we can imagine what must have 
been the later scenes of tlie same summer, as the array 
fought its way, through Jjuadruple its own numbers, to the 
capital of the country. The accounts of the mortality there, 
before referred to, thus become perfectly credible. The 
names have been publislied of no less llian 700 men, who 
died at Perote in a few months. Even on Dec. 4, 1847, 
Gen. Scott stated officially, that there wei-e. 2,041 sick, exdu- 
sive of officers, in the city of Mexico. 

Let us now consider what have been the losses of indivi- 
dual regiments and companies, and how they sustain the 
above estimate. 

Of 80 Sappers and Miners, who left West Point for the 
battle-fields of Mexico, only 24 returned home; all the rest 
having found graves in that distant land. 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



THE DESTEUCTION OP HrMAN LIFE, 113 

Of the 730 in the Ninth Segiment of Infantry, that left 
Fort Adams, in 1847, there were hut 105 or 106 that re- 
turned home, in 1848; 14 died on the voyage from Vera 
Crue home, between July Ilth and August 14ih. 

The South Carolina Regiment, of 1,100, had, at the end. 
of nine months, only 80 or 90 remaining, to enter with Stott 
the city of Mexico. " The destruction of life in Napoleon's 
march to Moscow did not eqaol this." 

Col. WiEiam B. Campbell's First Eegiment of Tennessee 
volunteers, returned only 350 of the 1,000 it carried into 
Mexico. The average loss was 50 men a month. 

" The North Carolina Eegiment," says an officer writing 
from Euena Vista, in Sept. 1847, " was paid off the last of 
August on muster-rolls made two months previous ; and 
almost every fifth man had died since muster. The Missis- 
sippi Eegiment had suffered sfjll more. Companies, that 
came into the field 85 and 90 strong, now number scarce 80 
men on parade." 

Another officer writes from the dty of Mexico : " Of 
nearly 400 men, who left Columbus (Gieorgia) in the five 
companies, we have not more than 40 fit for duty. About 
35 are in hospital at Jalapa, and the remainder in tliat of 
Perote." 

Of 648 men, in the regiment commanded by Gen. Pierce, 
only 120 remained fit for service in the city of Mexico. 

Col. Baker, Member of Congress from Illinois, declared 
in the House of Representatives, that his regiment of volun- 
teer of 820, lost 100 in six months, in the Kio Grande Val- 
ley ; dismissed 200 more, to die by the way, or find their 
way home, with- constitutions brolten down. He also said, 
that the bones of nearly 2,000 young men, in whose veins 
flowed some of the best blood of the country, who had never 
seen the face of an enemy, were now resting in the mould on 
the banks of that river. 

The Adjutant General, in answer to a resolution of Con- 
lO* 
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gi'cas, reported, Feb. 1847, tliat of the volunteer wlio had 
joined the army up lo that time, there had, in a period of 
fixjni sixty to ninety days, 331 deserted; 76 been killed in 
battle ; died of disease, 637 ; and discharged, in contequenco 
of sickness or dis^iiity, between 2,000 and 3,000 men ; or, 
as staled by Mr. Iludsou, in a speech in the House, Feb. 15, 
1847, a loss of 20 per cent, in about two months and a half, 
or about eighty per cent, a year. 

But it is needless (o accumulate such reports. The con- 
dusion is obvious. Many put the loss at 20,000, on the part 
of the United States ; otliers raise it to 30,000 ; we are safe 
in saying it was between 20,000 and 25,000. 

And, as we liave already seen, if we (um to the other side, 
we can have no doubt tliat Mexico sufi'ered an equal mor- 
taUty, For if the sickness, which was great even among 
the natives, was less, the destruction in battle was treble or 
quadruple, if the American buOetins speak the truth. 

Owing to the limited medical and surgical appointments of 
the Mexican armies, and their poverty of means, great mul- 
titudes of the wounded perished. "When we have added to 
the above list the deaths by disease, we can have no doubt 
that 20,000 is a very moderate estimate for the Mexican 
waste of life. Gen. Scott computed that 7,000 Mexican offi- 
cers and men were killed and wounded in tiie several battles 
in the vicinity of the capital alone. 

We conclude, fi'om these various considerations, that the 
mortality on both sides, during the two years of the exist- 
ence of the war, reached no less than 40,000 ; or 20,000 a 
year, or 10,000 annually on each side. The' reports of the 
generals, the climate, the great number of the battles, sieges, 
skii-mishes, being about tweniy-eight, the proporiioa lost in 
single regiments and companies, and the great proportion 
that died by sickness, assure us that this immense loss of 
human life, with all its attendant evils, and woes, and pains, 
is cliargeable upon tlie authors and abettors of tlus stupen- 
dous system of legalized murder. 
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CIIAI'TEE X. 

THE HOSPITAL AND THE BATTLE-FIELD. 

" Woe to the hand thil shed tli!s costly blood; 
OvBi- thy wounds now do 1 pvopliosy,— 
Whicli, like dumb raoutlis, do ope thujr ruby lips, 
To beg the voiec and atteranco of my tongue; — 
A curss shall light upon the limbs of men," — Siukspeahe. 

Edt besides the catalogue of the dead, there is the great 
array of the wounded and the broken down, whose lot is 
often more pitiable than death. 

'We find eiliier reported, or niodenitelj computed, Americana 
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No one who read thp newspapers during the progie s of 
the war can doubt thit we set the number \ery mut,h 
ivithm bounds when we estunite the woundel and the 
runied in health on both sides at 22 000 For scartely a 
public print came to hand that did not retord the ghostly 
return ot ll e once lobust young man the homd appanfion 
of gaunt, and maimed, and cadaverous torms, that were once 
called fathers, or brothers, or sons. A returned volunteer 
at Brighton, Mass., could not make for a long time hia own 
mother know him, as his appearance was so much changed, 
and he had lost his voice, lie came home but to rest Hs 
anguished head on her bosom, and die. 

The reasons have already been gnea why such ravages 
were made by disease ; but the number of Americaas 
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wounded in the battles, wLo sui-vived to return home, waa 
less tlian in most wars ; first, because the barbaiity of the 
Mexican troops mstigated them often to kill the prostrate 
foe when opportunity ofFered ; then, because the slightly 
wounded in that hot climate, were often snatched away by 
the intervention of some disease ; and, finally, because the 
distance was so great home, both by land and set, that many 
perished in the act of removal. The forces of the TJiuted 
States had not time to be acclimated, ind at the very 
period when tliat process was in its most cntical stage they 
were hurried on with all the daring impetuo^itv of the 
American character, from march to raai-ih, and from battle 
to battle, travelling in some instances on foot forty miles in 
a day. Col. Baker, of the Illinois volunteers, and also a 
member of Congress, stated in his place in the House, during 
the session of 1846-7, that "of 2,400 Ohioans who left, 
Cincinnati in June, 1846, 900 are no longer in their regi- 
ments, — dead, or with ruined constitutions. The number 
of dead, dying, or lost, will make about the proportion of 
forty per cent in one year. Out of 18,000 volunteers of 
June and July, 1846, 7,000 are already dead or gone." 
There were at one time in a single hospital in New Orleans, 
ft30 of thu returned volunteers sick. 

In attempting to form any adequate idea of the sufferings 
of the sick and wounded in hospitals, we must consider that 
they are away from home, and often home-sick ; that they 
are in general nursed, if nursed at all, not by the natural 
kindred of home and neighborhood, or by the tender hand 
of woman, but by strangers and men, and, perhaps, foreign- 
ers, who were often indeed more kind than tlieir own 
people; that medicines are often wanting; delicacies that 
win a sick appetite are unknown ; ill-conditioned and unven- 
tilated rooms, poor furniture, bedding, and changes of gar- 
ments, and the lack of the indescribable atmosphere of home ; 
uneducated and inexperienced physicians and surgeons, ac- 
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cording -fo the testimony of high official authority ; the as- 
fcenriblage together of iarge numbers of the sick and wound- 
ed, with all their groans, insanity, loathsomeness, contagion, 
and scenes of death, in lai^e apartments ; the morbid imagin- 
ation generated and aggravated by such environments of 
discomfort and dalnger. When we have summoned up these 
and similar circumstances of tlie war-hospital, we wonder 
not that death resorts thither as to the chosen hall of his 
revelry, and the inscription seen by Dante, in his awful 
vision, might well be supposed to bo written over the door, 

" No hopo to tliosc thsit enter here." 

A writer, speaking of a large number of dischai^d \-olnn- 
teers sent home by (he ship " Virginia," and dating his 
letter Nov. 13, 1846, Balize, La., says, "Half these were 
wounded or sick, some having lost their legs, others their 
arms, others being wounded in their aims and legs. Will 
you believe me when I tell you tliat with all these sick and 
wounded, and dying men, not a surgeon or nurse was sent 
along to attend upon them, not a particle of medicine fui^ 
nished, not a patch of linen for dressing wounds? Such ia 
tho trath, and such, I understand, is the usual manner in 
which the men who have been out to fight our battles, but 
who are unfortunate enough to get wounded or become sick, 
are sent home, hke ojd horses turned out to die." 

The testimony of another eye-witness is as follows, — and 
we should hear it in mind that most American writers and 
correspondents who went into Mexico, were advocates, de- 
fenders, or at least palliators of the war : — "I left our sick 
at Matamoras yesteiviay. It malies one's heart bleed to 
wiljiess the sufferings of these poor fellows. In camp, you 
must know, few of tlie conveniences considered necessaiy 
to the ill at home, can be had. A man gets sick, and he is 
carried to the hwipital with his blanket and his knapsack. 
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Bed and bedding there are none, and as the country is 
destitute of lumber, bedsteads are not to be had. A blaniet 
and the ground is, therefore, the couch upon which the 
volunteer Ues sick, and dies, if he does not recover. If be 
dies, the same blanket forms bis winding-sheet and coffin, — 
plank is not to be had." 

A shell from one of Gen. Scott's batteries struck the 
Charity Hospital at Vera Cruz, in the siege of that city, 
penetrated the roof, bursting in the room where the sick 
inmates were lying, and killed twenty-three. 

At the siege of Puebia, the less severely sick and wound- 
ed of the liospital were obliged to take an active part in 
protecting the American quarters; and tlie list of tlie pliy- 
Eician and surgeoD numbered, according to the repovt of 
Col. Childs, 1,800. 

A young soldier writes to Tlie Philadelpkia laquirer, from 
Perote, in November, 1847, "Oh, the misery of this hos- 
pital life, who would believe it! * " • 

"Imagination cannot picture to you a military hospital. 
It cannot be given to you on paper. Tall, hony skeletons, 
torn and racked by disease, struggling to make a step, totter- 
ing along like Hamlet's ghost! A year ago they were 
among friends smUing upon tliem. Here they are sick and 
dying in this Lazar-house of slaves, once freemen! See 
there! keep back, and let lliat once manly, now decrepit 
form pass between the areli. His assistants can hardly sup- 
port him. That areli he is passing for the last time. To- 
morrow sees him borne along on the barrow. He looks 
aroTind, the tear glistening in his eye, but, liis manly spirit 
yet unsubdued, brushes it away. That deep sigh proclaims 
all hope fled. His shattered mind dwells on by-gone days. 
He raises his sunken eyes to heaven, and mutters ali his 
earthly joys, — Home, — Father, — Mother ! Others, in 
idiocy or raving lunacy, sink into the slumbers of death. 
Others, with the loss of a leg or an arm, or perhaps both, 
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are still thankful that they have life. And there are no 
eharnis or etijojnient to make them feel their loss. Fame, 
glory, ambition, have brouglit many here, but I assure you 
that bane of society, rum, has had a large share in the 
business , many, many ha\e told me so 

"These few disconnected Ime-* may serve to give you 
some idea ot tlie state of things here, but my powers of 
descnption ai not uSicient to °i\nw up the realities ot 
everj (3i( lite "W lfi, I in Irving I could picture scenes 
that would distieas jou, but which I hope nonp will e\er 
see again. — It is & noted fact, that many who die here, have 
their fate hastened, if not caused, by thinking and griev- 
ing about home. And all this for Fame. I think she will 
break her trumpet ere she can honestly sound tlie glories of 
the Hospital/" 

A soldier from Jlaine stated that he was allowed by the 
Governmeot twenty cents per day fcff his support from New 
Orleans home. The Volunteers from Jlsissaehusettg were 
subsisted home from the same place at about the rate of 
one cent per mile,— many sick and suffering ! Said a 
Western editor, "we spent some hours in conversation with 
those poor fellows, endeavoring to understand the meaning 
of such overwhelming squalor, wanli. and misery; for we do 
not exaggei'ate when we say, that we never beheld ita 
parallel except at the Irish emigrant sheds in Canada last 
summer. The condition of these poor creatures was out- 
rageously offensive to every human sense, as wcU physical 
as moral." Said another editor, " Private Avery died 
yesterday. ; and the sick receive no attention, except those 
who are so fortunate as lo have friends who visit them. 
All are broken; many are destitute; and individual charity 
and friendship constitute the only succor wliich has yet been 
bestowed upon those who have found relief." 

But not to make these det^ls of wretchedness tedious, let 
U9 pause a moment before we conclude, «nd contemplate 
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this tremerdous spectacle of dealli, sudden or Ijngeriug, 
in war. What hut the voice, at which the dead themselvea 
shall live, has potency enough, or can plead trumpet- 
tongued sigainst the deep damnation of such a taking off of 
thousands of our fellow-men ? Life, as well as property, 
is a great trust from the Creator, to be held, preserved and 
employed, according to the will of the principal. We have 
no right to lay violent hands on it ourselves, nor to suffer, 
if we can prevent if, and keep a clear conscience, any other 
man to do it hai-m or liazard. Moses proclaimed from 
MouDt Sinai, Jesus from Mount Zion, " Thou shalt not 
kill." It b the law of the moral and social world, and it can- 
not he openly, fi-equently, and flagrantly broken, as is done 
in war without involving one or both the parties concerned 
in a most solemn responsibility, both to God and man. We 
are pained even at the sight of an animal killed; what should 
be our horror then at the contemplation of a battle where 
men meet in vast numbers with, all the skilful enginery 
of destruction, for the express aim of setting this law of 
God at the utmost defiance, and imbruing one another's 
hands in the blood of children of the same Heavenly 
Father, and disciples of the same Saviour ! The following 
is from an actor ia the battle of Buena Vista : " The morn- 
ing of the 23d came. The fight was renewed, and soon 
the battle became general. Tlie hissing shot swept like a 
hurricane through the serried ranks, opening huge gaps, 
instantly to be closed by fi'esh victims ; the shell, with its 
fearful surging noise, flew over the plain, leaving a blue 
streak behind, and after cutting down several, would burst, 
ita fragments disemboweling and tearing off heads and arms 
alike ; the flesh would be rent from a soldier's body and 
hurled in a million shreds, into the fiice of his comrade, who 
would shrink as if struck by the ball itself. Brains, and 
bone.^ and blood flew in the air over a fightmg line 
like drops (^f wa>er la.'bed from it? ciirrent by a falling tree. 
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Ilsiri; the oppo'iing foicfs 'stood m speaking distance, and 
1 iteoush poured a wa-.tin5 iiro inlo one another'a breasts ; 
tiicre tlw work was hottei aad deadlier, and as tbo column 
Burgpd forward and back, the thrust of the bayonet was to 
Jpude the vn torj In a fen inatances, men threw down their 
„iiu^, and gripplmg the liair or throat, plunged their long 
kiiTe'iuitotln.ir cneiaj, and nnj be, while the reeking blade 
^s I rj.i'^ed for a =econd blow, the strong and blood-dyed arm 
i llhfilc -. A man Mould nse fiom Ihe close embrace of the 
i' 1th struggle, and, ere he wa? erect, a sabre stroke had 
Lit<ned his skull md crushed thiou^'h lus face. In the rear 
n id on the flinks, heavy squadrons of cavalry hung, 

nd flew in thundering gallop, eager to detect some asaMla- 
IiIl point, that thej might trample to death a broken line. 
Oh ' it was a ciniel and heart Mckenmg sight to look upo^ 

hal dense imp-jssioned maa-. of men rioling in blood and 
c Linage hke demons ' 

It K the unspeakable aggiaiation of the loss of life in 
V ai, as oimparul with the moitahty of a famine, or a dis- 
fisp, that it IS man kdling m-m, brother lifting up sword 
a^ajniit bmlher, aad repeitrag the example of Cain, in each 
one ot a hundied oi a thousaud legalized mui-ders. The 
cluef evil of wax is its ainfulnea its unholy motiies, 
Its fiendi'ih passions, its repeal of every thing good and 
it^ encouragt-ment of all the woftt fceliag aid desires of 
the carnal man Its battles fought on Ihe bores of 
lime, wnd their helli=h influences through etemily Ac 
cording to the ingenious mathematii-il demonstration of 
a great Ndtural Philo ophei of the lie cut day ^ batever 
sound ij miJe, goes on and on re-ourding and rever 
berating in ne^er ending echoes — the shiiek of tbe 
murdeied ' tbe confu td nouc of tbp warriors," rollmg for- 
ever through the nnn ei=e and repeated to the last syllable 
of tune. This is a tamt image of the evei'lasting evils that 
will follow on earth and in futurity, tbe convulsions of war. 
!1 
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The loss of life in this manner is attended, also, with the 
two-fold painful feeling, tlrnt many ivho perish are not can- 
didates for this change in (he ordinary course of nature, 
hut that they are often the young, the vigorous, and the 
enterprising ; fathers, sons, brothers, who can ill be spared 
from the sphere of active life. "War feeds on some of the 
most active of our race. But a yet niM-e affecting idea to 
the Christian and moralist associated with this mode of 
death, la that it takes place oftentimes not only in the ab- 
sence rf all suitable prepariition, but in a, state of the most 
extreme disqualification and violent unfitness ; — the soul 
agitated with the moat tumultuous, if not the most diabolical 
passions; the weapons of death clenched in the grasp of 
a dreadful resolutiwi, "the human face divine" hghted up 
with the fires of ambition or revenge, the eye kindling with 
exultation at seeing a brother fail, and the word of impiety 
and undying hate still trembling ou the lips. What a state 
in which to bid adieu to this srfemn hfe of earth, and to 
enter on the more solemn scenes of an eternal world ! 



CHAPTER XI. 



BAEITIES Ol^ ■ 



"Were not the mercies of GuJ infinile, it were in vain for lIiosQ of 
the mililaiy pi-ofcSBion to hope for anv portion of (hem, seeing She 
enielties hy ihcm jjermitted nni] perpetrated are also infinite." — 

MODLUC, MiEf lUL 01" FKAJfCE. 

"War, m its nature, is a barbarism. It implies a return 
to the Ijnite force, that governs men in the savage Eiato, 
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It is a substitution of might for right. The parties do not 
rest Ihe strength of their cause upon the weight, of their 
arguments, but the calibre of their cannon. Since the 
whole system combines physical violence, in all its varieties 
and most shocking displays, we must expect to find, in each 
separate act and scene, the marks of its atrocities and cruel- 
ties. Every battle, from the necessity of the case, must be 
a reign of the Furies. Every camp must be a school of 
abominations. Every march, though "the land is as the 
garden of Eden before," must leave " behind it a desolate 
wildcrnesa." * 

These are natural and necessary results. Wo cannot 
wound and kill men without hurting them. War is the god 
of cruelty. It is the embodiment of inhumanity. It cannot 
be carried on, for a single day, upon Christian principles. 
It mililatea against every social precept of the Gospel. Its 
aim is not to love, but to hale our enemies ; to do them evil, 
not good ; to destroy men's hves, not to save them ; to re- 
turn not good for evil, but evil for evil, a greater evil for a 
less eril, or even evil for good j to curse, not biess our ene- 
mies ; to see how far it can make mankind, not the cluldren 
of " the Highest, who is kind unto the unthankful and to 
the evil but the chiidien ot him who was a murderer from 
the beg nnmg 

In biin mg therefore, the Mexican "War before the bar 
of public opinion and the religion of Christ, we shall expect 
to find it like ill other wars a system of barbarities, — a 
revei-al of civilization and Oiristianify. Though carried 
on between two nominally Clmstian nations, and with loud 
professions at its outset of humanity, we shall soon discover, 
by the testimony of unimppichable witnesses, tliat it is the 
Banie old tnde of h'lrbari^m," as Napoleon called v/ar; 
and that, wh le it was a, contest not particularly embittered 

• Joela: 3 
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by religious animosities, though fought between a Catholic 
and a Protestant power, and while its period was the nine- 
teenth century of the era of the Prince of Peace, the boasted 
age of inteUigence, science, refinement, and philanthropy, 
yet that its outrages and horrors are equal to those of any 
war, of any age, in proportion to its duration and the num- 
ber of its combatants. Its evils, in otlier respects, have 
fitly corresponded to its amazing waste of treasure and 
life. 

There are, in the first place, what may be called the 
hgitimale and inevilahle horrors of the battle, the siege, the 
camp, and the hospital. These we have already adverted 
to; but they deserve a more emphatic consideration, that 
our readers may realize, in some measure, what a war is, 
and for what kind of a thing they vote or speak, when they 
advocate a war. Then there are what may be called the 
illegitimote barbarities ; those which military men themselves 
condemn, and which, even they feel, dim the beauty of their 
great idol, the glory of arms, and wither the laurels of the 
victor. To the examination of the evidence, on both th^e 
points, we will now direct our attention ; and, if testimony 
summoned from these fields of blood possess any credibility, 
— if language convey any meaning, — and if the human 
heart be alive to human pains and sins, — we must feel that 
ive stand in the presence of calamities that ought not to be 
allowed to drop into oblivion, without giving us their most 
solemn lessons of peace, and admonitions against war. 

Here, also, let it be remarked, that we have, in these 
accounts, a more unbiassed description of war, aa it is, than 
can oilen be obtained, fmm the fact, that those who went 
into it were, for tlie most part, not hardened and professional 
soldiers, but men fresh from peaceful pursuits, and, in not a 
few cases, ardent patriots and worthy citizens, though they 
might not, to use the Western phrase, slop " to see whether 
they were right," before they " went ahead." The letter 
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writers, too, were generally spectators, rather lian actors, in 
the scenes they portray. The two leading generals, whose 
reports we shall quote, were also humane and kindly-hearted 
men, so far a^ the profession of arms will allow. We have, 
therefore, a fair chance to know something of the real char- 
acter of war, from the declarations of those whose bosoms 
had not become wholly steeled to its miseries. 

Palo Alio and Hesaca de la Palma. A correspondent of the 
Boston Courier, says : " That night was to me a terrible 
one, which I shall never, ^nevcr forget. The screams and 
groans of the wounded and dying on both sides, mangled 
and torn as they all were, with the grape and six-pounder 
shots — the conflagration of the battleground, fit emblem of 
the awful work of death which had so long been going on, — 
the moans of the poor oxenand horses, so terribly mangled, 
— and the dreadful uncertainty of the extent of our loss, 
and how many of our friends, who were alive at dinner, 
were then asleep forever, — the night-work of our surgeons, 
with tlieir horrible instruments all besmeared with human 
blood, — were sights, and sounds, and thoughts, I pray God, 
in his mercy, may never visit me again." 

An officer of the army writes fi^oia Matamoras, May 23, 
18-16 : " I went over the field, after the battle of Eesaca de 
la Palma ; and the sight which met my eye there was one 
which imagination jan scarcely depict. Bodies of Mexican 
soldiers were lying about in every direction ; some with 
their heads entirely or partly shot off, others without legs or 
arms, others with their entraUs torn out. One man, a fine- 
looking ftllow, w^ Jy^"S °" t^^ ground, with a cartridge in 
his fingers ; having evidently been billed while in the act of 
priming his musket. I crept about on my hands and kneea 
through the chapparal, and at every few paces I would 
come aci'oss dead bodies ; and, at one spot, I discovered the 
body of a beautiful Mexican girl, staked through tho 

11* 
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" Go where you would," says T. E. Thorpe, in " Oui 
Army on the Rio Grande," " and there ivcre evidences of 
the artillery. Ringgold had written the strength of 'his 
arm ' with terrible diEtinetiveness. Arms and legs gone, 
shattered bodies, gliastly wounds, all too hideous for the 
musket, were everyivhere to be seen. It was surjjrising 
that men could live, thus torn to pieces. And yet the great- 
est suifering, apparently, was from a musket ball. Had it 
been grape, or of heavier material, it would have done its 
work efiectually, and left its victim painless in death. As 
it was, it had gone through the breast, tearing the fine 
maehiuery of the lungs to pieces, and yet left vitality enough 
"to have them move on in their ruins, poisoning the whole 
frame with impure blood, and leaving the patient to suffer 
beyond the power of imagination to conceive. Poor sol- 
dier! His breath rattled and tore away at his vitals; hia 
sufferings were, indeed, a dark spot on the bloody page of 
war." 

He also describes the awful scenes at the Rio Grande, 
during the retreat and crossing of the Mexicans, and the 
confusion at the city of Matamoraa : " The water was cov- 
ered witli the miserable beings, who, confused -and despe- 
rate, plunged about in the waves, calling on God to help 
them, or venting their impotent maledictions upon those who 
had forced them to a watery grave. They sunk by scores, 
clutching ea<;h other in the agonies of death ; and the "mad 
river " fairly boiled, with the expiring breath of those who 
had sunken under its dark waves ! 

" In the midst of the panic. Father Leary arrived at the 
bank, and by his presence restored order, in a cert^n de- 
gree, among the fugitives. He took his place on the flat, 
already crowded with troops. It was about shoving off, 
when down the bank swept a flying column of -cavalry. 
Goaded by their riders, the steeds madly leaped into the 
boats ; crushing to death scores of tlieir victims, and driving 
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the remainder into the river. Tiie holy father raised his 
crucifix above his head, muttered an cjaculatory prayer, and 
disappeared, with the mass of his feliow-beiugs, under the 

" Nothing could exceed tlie consternation that reigned in 
Matamoras, on the night of the 9th. Between 4,000 and 
5,000 lawless soldiers were wandering, panic-struck, about 
the streets. » « * 

" The night was made hideons, by the constant arrival of 
the wounded, in sacks ; many yelled like fiends, as the 
rough catiiage and eontrarted form tarted afiesh their 
bleeding wounds others wpre found d^ad in their sacks, 
haling been dioivn«d while crocsing (hp river on swimming 

The more substantiil citizens hurnelly gathered to- 
gether iheir effect" and fled into the countrj miny of 
these fell bj the handa of unoiganized troop* and their 
property was dmded among the mur1i.rep H ndreds of 
soldiers were scattered over the com try who pillagel all 
within their reach and attacked the defenceless that came 
m their waj Social civil and militirs ordei was scattered 
to thewmd^ darii. <n n e and unbndled passion rioted m 
the terrible confusion that followed this terrible defeat. 

Monterey. The attack on this place had the character of 
a battle, a siege, and an assault, and combined the horrors 
of all. Let us call the witnesses, remembering that they 
are war-men, and observing that their stories have internal 
marks of genuineness and authenticity, 

I'oung Wynkoop, of Zanesville, Ohio, writes, "During 
the fight of the second day, a flag of cessation was sent to 
the Mexicans, requesting a few hours to bury the dead 
which were strewed in frightful piles over the Sold. This 
was refused, and the wounded and dead lay where they feU, 
beneath the rays of a scorcldng sun till tlie battle was ended. 
It was then almost impossible tar our man to endure the 
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stench, while they heaped dirt orer the poor fellowa where 
they lay. The bodies of the dead were as black as coals. 
Many of them were stripped of their clothing by the Mex- 
icans during the night. Sevei-al of Ihose who were wounded 
during the first day's fight, crawled into ditches and holes to 
avoid the balls which were i-olling like hailstones over the 
field, whence, exhausted by the loss of blood, they were 
unable to crawl, or give signs of dlst|pss. As a consequence, 
many perished, though some who were found in this con- 
dition were removed, and are reeorering. 

" I am salisfled with glory, if it is to be obtained only by 
butchering my fellow-men ; and I wish some of our valorous 
friends at the North could see a little more of the realities 
of war, and they would not be so anxious to rush into one 
on every trivial occasion. It makes me sick now, whea 
I think of the scenes 1 witnessed. They were perfectly 
horrid. On the night of the 23d, as our shells exploded in 
the city, they were followed by the most terrific cries, per- 
haps from tfomen and children, which did not cease till 
morning. Thank God^ I only threw two shells that night, 
on account of being told the Texans were on the roofs of 
the houses immediately in my line of fire, and ns I was 
about to open in the morning upon the principal ^faea, which 
■was filled with four thousand troops, I was stopped by the 
appearance of a flag of truce, and tlie result was the capitu- 
lation of the city, and a suspension of arms for two months, 
which I hope may termipate in a general peace, and that we 
may be permitted again to see our families," 

But what heart, though it be of stone, is not piereed and 
thrilled with the folloiving tragedy of real life! To think 
that an humble, disinterested heroine like this woman should 
perish in her work of humanity ! Hers was the true glory. 
The wan-ioi-'s fame is a sham and a cheat. She shall live in 
the eternal memory of history. We may say, without iiv 
reverence, of her, as ivas said of the woman of the new Tcs- 
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tament, that wheresoever this battle shall be spoken of " ia 
the whole world, there slrall also this, that this woman hath 
done be told for a memorial of her." 

The following is an extract of a letter addressed to the 
" LouisinUe Cuurier," dated Monterey, Oct, 17, 1847: — 
"While I was stationed with our left wing in one of the 
forts, on the evening of the 21st, I saw a Mexican woman 
busily engaged in carrying bread and water to the wounded 
men of both armies, I saw the ministeiing angel raise the 
head of a wounded man, give liim water and food, and then 
bind up his ghastly wound with a. handkerchief she took 
from her own head. After baring exhausted her supplies, 
she went back to her house to get more bread and water for 
others. As he nareunn nhr mission of mercy, to 
comfort oth n-ou 1 1 [ rib II ard the report of a gun, 
and saw th poo n a cr u fall dead ! I think it 
was an ace d n al 1 la -uck her. I would not be 
willing to b 1 e I I d me sick at heart, and, 

turning from n , I 1 "ily raised my eyes to- 

ward heaven, and thouglit, Great God ! is this toar? Pass- 
ing the spot tlie nest day, I saw her body still lying there, 
with the bread by her side, and the broken gourd, with a 
few drops of water still in it, — emblems of lier en-and. IVe 
buried her, and while we were digging her grave, cannoa 
balls flew around us like hail." 

Bttena Vista. "At one time during the light," says an 
eye-witness, writmg fi-om Saltillo, "we relumed over the 
ground on which we made our first cliarge. We there saw 
the mangled bodies of our iallen comrades, and, although 
animated by the excitement of the fierce contest which was 
just then rencired, yet I think there was not a heart among 
US which did not for a moment cease to beat on beholding 
that horrible scene. But for his straw hat, and a few other 
articles of clothing which the ruffians had left on him, I 
should have failed to recognize the body of young Eggleston. 
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He was shot, stabbed, and otherwise abused. This was, 
indeed, the fate of all whom I saw. Lieut. Moore, and a 
man named Couch, of our company, were the only persons 
whose bodies I easily recognized. 

"After the battle, I rode over the whole field. Parties 
were engs^ed in burying the dead ; but still there were 
hundreds of bodies lying stiff and cold, with no covering 
save the scanty remnant of clothing which the robbers of 
the dead found too valueless to take from them. I saw the 
human body pierced in every pJace. I saw expressed in the 
faces of the dead almost every expression and feeling. Some 
seemed to have died defending their lives bravely to the last. 
Some seemed to have died execrating their enemies, and 
cursing them with their last breath ; others had the most 
placid ajid resigned expression and feeling ; while others 
evidently used their last words in supplicating for mercy. 
Here lay youth and mature age cahnly reposing in untimely 
death. 

"Among the hundreds of the dead whom I saw there, 
1 was much touched by the appearance of the coqjse of a 
Mexican boy, whose age, I should thinli, could not have 
exceeded lifleen years. A . bullet had struck him full 
through the breast, and must have occasioned almost in- 
stant death. He was lying on his back, his face slightly 
inclined to one side, and although cold, yet beaming with a 
bright and sunny smile, which eloquently told the specta- 
tor that he had fallen with his face to liis country's foe. 

" SaltiUo is one vast hospital. Besides our own wounded 
(four or five hnndi-ed in number). Gen. Taylor has collected 
all the wounded Mexicans who were left by their army, 
and put them in hospital. It is most disgusting to visit one 
of these places. All the Mexicans are badly wounded; for 
those wlio were slightly wounded went off. They are dying 
every hour in the day." 

Says Capt. Carlton, in his work called " The Battle of 
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Buena Vista," — "■V\''e imagined that during the battle, and 
upon the field when the conflict was ended, and afterwards 
upon the road over which the enemy had retreated, we had 
witnessed human suffering in its most distressing forms. 
But such was not the case. The scene preaent«d to our 
eyes on entering within the walls of Encarnacion, was so 
filled with extreme and utter agony, lliat we at once ceased 
to shudder at the remembrance of auy misery we had ever 
before looked upon. There were 300 men crowded together 
in that wretched place, 222 of whom had been wounded at 
Buena Vista, and brought thus far. There were five officera 
amongst them. Aa they had received but little surgical 
attention, and had been harassed and worn down by tra- 
velling so far while debilitated with pain and loss of blood, 
their wounds were nearly all either gangrened or highly 
inflamed, JIany of them were enduring the most excru- 
ciating torments ; many were delirious from excess of an- 
guish ; whiie others, whose wounds had become mortified, 
were perfectly composed, and yet were even more piteous 
to behold, as their very quietness was but a more certain 
indication of speedy dissolution. In fine, the whole hacienda 
presented at one glance a picture of death, embracing all Che 
degrees, from the strong man bearing up with fortitude 
against the sure and speedy fate which awaited him, down 
to the poor mortal struggling in the last throe of existence. 
And all intermixed with them, were the bodies of those who 
had just commenced the long journey, yet warm, and lying 
in the various positions they were severally in when life 
departed. Poor fellows ! No beloved eye had beamed 
tearfully upon them in their last moments. No voice of 
affection had murmured in their ear little gentle words of 
hope, or that touching comfort, " we shall meet again" And 
there was no kind hand to honor their remains by straight- 
ening them for the grave," 

Such is war, Christian war, or war carried on by one 
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Christian nation against another, as described by its colonels, 
cfipt^ns, and soldiers ! It is not perhaps in good taste to 
call up such horrid and loathsome images; but betier, in- 
finitely better it is, Ihat we should have our sensibilities 
even pwnfully avoused to feel the unuttei-able hoiTora of 
■war, than that we should ever by our guilty indiflevence or 
unremonstrating silence allow or encourage those causes to 
go into operation, by which all these miseries are produced, 
or should exert a direct and interested part in brining them 
to pass. What indeed must be the magnitude and terror 
of those evils in their reality, when the mere description of 
them on paper is so abhorrent and disgusting ! Let us be 
■willing to encounter a horrid image of distress in our read- 
ing, if it shall move u3 to seek by all means in our power 
to arrest some father, son, brother, fcllow-man, fi-om falling 
into that distress in actual life, or to sfay a nation's myriad- 
handed power from embarking in the busina^s of human 
butchery. 

It was in reference to the action at Buena Visla in par- 
ticular, and other battles in general, that the highest mih- 
tary, executive, and le^slative authorities in the nation used 
the phrases, — " the grateful task of congratulaiing the 
troops upon the brilliant success which attended their arms," 
— " a great and glorious victory," — " a success ■which com- 
mands universal admiration," — "a glorious triumph," — 
" brilliant successes," — " gallant army," — '■ brilliant series," 
"glorious actions," and many other terras of a like import. 
But would it not be more in harmony with the dictates of 
humanity and the Gospel, and with the proper feelings in a 
free and prosperous nation, that this " exultation of success," 
to use the language of the American commander-in-chief, 
should be " checked by the heavy sacrifice of life which it 
has cost ;" and that even if wars are necessary things, ■svhieh 
we are not yet prepared to concede, the heart-rending scenes 
which are exhibited on its fields of death, and in its hospitals 
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of anguisli, should have no such epithets aa " great," " g!o- 
j-ioii.s," "gallant," "hrilliant," appended to them? Far he 
it fi-om us to midenalue courage, patriotism, and many of 
the qiialities wliich the soldier may manifest in the hour of 
danger, but the spifit of glorification is not in good taste, 
either intelleetua! or moral, in these awful scenes. Fiends 
in the regions of ivoe may esult over the fallen and the 
lost, the sorTOwing and the despairing ; but it is not for 
man, frail, suffering, dependent man, needing mercy himself, 
be he king or president, general or senator, to glory in war 
and the exploits of war; but if necessity requires such in- 
conceivable atrocities and agonies, to veil liis face and bow 
his head, and pray for mercy on the victims, as he would at 
the foot of the gallows supplicate for the malefactor. 

Vera Ortiz (True Cross!). According to the statements 
of official authority, Gen. Seott gave permission for the 
foreign consuls and their forailies to retire to neutral ships 
in the harbor, or other places of safety, and allotted time 
before he opened liis cannon £uid completed his investment, 
for all women and "children, and non-combatants, who de- 
sired to do so, to depart from danger into the country. But 
all chose to fake their chance in the besieged and bombarded 
city. The scenes which followed, — behold themi 

The General-ia-chief writes to the "War Department, 
March 25, 1847, "All the batteries, Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, and 5, 
are in awful activity tliis morning. The eflect is no doubt 
very great, and I think the city cannot hold out beyond to- 

Tlie British, French, Spanish, and Prussian Consuls, in 
a letter to Gen. Scolt, March 24th, speak of "the frightful 
results of the bombardment of Vera Cmz during yesterday 
and the day befoi-e." 

The following is an extract from the ifeo Torh HeraU: 
— " The bombardment of four days placed the town in ruins, 
12' 
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under which great numbers of non-combatants, men, women, 
and children, were buried. 

" The bombardment is represented to have been terrific, 
and to its thunders succeeded the moans of the dymg in 
every part of the town for several days afterivai^s." 

The ITew Orleans Commercial Times says, " A shell from 
one of our mortars passed through the dome of one of the 
churches, aiid exploded on the altar, liilUng ten or fifteen 
women who had gathered there for protection." 

A correspondent of the Mton Telegraph, writing from 
Vera Cruz, says, " The French families in the city were the 
greatest suiferera. I heard a great many heart-rending tales 
which were told by the survivors with breaking hearts ; but 
I have neither the inclination nor the time now to repeat 
them. One, however, I will name. A French family were 
quietly seated in their parlor the evening previous ta the 
lioialing of the white flag, when a shell from one of the mor- 
tars penetrated the building, and exploded in the room, kill- 
ing the mother and four children, and wounding the residue. 
Another shell struck the charity hospital, penetrated the 
roof, bursting in the room where the sick inmates were 
lying, and killed twenty-three. Thus rushed into eternity, 
in the twinkling of an eye, not only the invalid, but the 
innocent and unoffending. Such are a few of the horrors 
End fearful calamities that have marked tlie progress of this 
siege and capture." 

Sketches stUl more graphic and heart-rending are given 
in the Advertiser, Auburn, N. Y., from E. C. Hine. " After 
penetrating some distance," he says, "I paused and looked 
around me. Save our little party, not an American was to 
be seen. We were literally alone in an enemy's city, "We 
were the first, of our countrymen who had entered Vera 
Cruz. 

" Never had I beheld such destruction of property. 
Scarcely a house did I pass that did not show some great 
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rent by fte bursting of our bomb-sliells. At almost every 
Iiouse at ivhicli I jiauied to examine the destruction occa- 
sioned by these dreadful messengers of death, some of the 
family, if the house did not happen to be deserted, would 
come to the door, and, inviling me to enter, point out their 
property destroyed, and, with a pitiful sigh, exclaim. La 
homki .' la homha! (the homh ! the bomb '.) My heart ached 
for the poor creatures. 

" During my peregrinations, I came to a lofty and noble 
mansion, in wliich a terrible bomb-shell had exploded, and 
laid the whole front of the house m ruins. While I was 
examining Ihe awful havoc created, a beautiful girl of some 
seventeen came to the door and invited me into the house. 
She pointed to the furniture of the mansion tora into frag- 
ments, and the piles of rubbish lying ai-ound, and informed 
me, with her beautiful eyes full of tears, that tlie bomb had 
destroyed her father, mother, brother, and two little sisters, 
and that she was now left in the world alone. O war! war! 
who can tell thy horrors! 

" During the afternoon I visited the hospital. Here lay, 
upon truckle beds, the mangled creatures who had been 
wounded during the bombardment. In one comer was a 
poor, decrepit, bed-ridden woman, her head white with the 
sorrows of seventy years. - One of her withered arms had 
been blown off with the fragment of a shell. In another 
place might be seen mangled ci'eatures of both sexes, bruised 
and disfigured by the falling of their houses and bursting of 
tJie shells. On the stone floor lay a little child, in a com- 
plete state of nudity, with one of its poor legs cut off just 
above the knee ! The apartment was filled with flies, that 
seemed to delight in the agonies of the miserable creatures 
over whom they hovered ; and the moans were heart- 

" We are yet ignorant," says a Mexican paper, " of the 
exact number of the tilled and wounded ; but, by the best 
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dala we have obtained, estimate both at not less than 1,000 
persons. The damage done to dwellings and edifices is 
Jive or six miUi</n dollars, — which cannot be repiiired foi' 
manj- years." 

The same authority sajs : "In a short time the hospitals 
were crowded with the wounded, the dead being simulta- 
neously buried. The bombs entered the walls of the church 
of Santo Domingo, killing tbe unfortunate wounded, fright- 
ening away the nurses and doctoi'S, who, after ari'iving with 
haste and risk at the church of ~lSan Francisco, and the 
m di 
B L 
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heretofore relying upon certaic incomes, to-day find them- 
selves without SI bed to lie upon,. without covering or cloth- 
ing to shelter them, and without any victuals. Having been 
a target, during five entire days, for G,000 or moi-e projec- 
tiles, which separated when they exploded, forming, with- 
out counting the atones and rubbish thrown up, oilier ele- 
ments of destruction to the amount of 2,500,000 shots, — 
after sustaining this attack, we remain reduced to the most 
frightful misery, without any one knowing how, to-morrow, 
to feed his family." 

Tobasco. " In view of this scene, Commodore Perry or- 
dered the vessels again to be cast loose from the steamers, 
to reta,ke their position for raking tlic town, and now gave 
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the order to open it, in vengeance and retaliation. Two 
houra were spent in throwing shot, round canister, and 
grape, and musket balls, into the place, demolishing parts 
of those houses from which Mexicans were seen to fire ; 
and, at random, but always with certain accuracy, on some 
part of the town, the balls and shelb fell i and wo was 
borae with them, even to the sickening of the hearts of 
those who sent them. Signals, at length, were made by the 
commodore, to nnite-the tow of the different schooners to 
the steamers, — the steamers taking a schooner under each 
wing. The anchors of the steamers were then weighed 
and they stood near in to the town, as they passed up the 
stream, and raked the buildings as they went by. "Winding 
ship, they came down again, discharging their other battery 
continually, and, in a naval point of view, heaatifuUy, ' as 
they glided by the town, and now leil it in its injuries, blood, 

Mexico. One of the surgeons of the army, {who haa 
since been dangerously wounded,) writing to a friend after 
the battles of Contreras and Churubusco, says : " After 
operating, with my assistants, till three o'clock in the morn- 
ing, I left the building of which I had made a temporary 
hospital, to take an houi^s rest in the open air. / turned 
round, to look at my amputcdion tcdAe ; tinder it was a perfect 
heap of arms and legs ; and, looking at myself, I was covered 
with blood from head to foot." 

" We are permitted," says the " Syracuse Daily Journal^ 
" to make <lie following extracts from a letter, written by 
one of the most distinguished otlicers of the army, to his 

" The sight of one battle-field cures one of a desire for 

military life. If he could see the literal piles of mangled 

corpses of the slain, — - some without heads, some without 

legs or anns, some with their bowels torn open, the ground 

12* 
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strewn witli the wounded, dead, and dying. — ho would be 
content wiliiliis lot. 

"The most hearl-ak-kening spectacle I ever heheld waa 
the arch-epi.=copal palace at Tacubaya, converled into a hos- 
pital on the day of Molino del Rey. Tiie floors of the spa- 
cious apartments were covered with wounded officers and 
men, to the extent of many hundred*, who were suffering 
horrid agonies, while the corps of surgeons were actively 
engaged in amputating limbs ; some of the victims screamed 
with agony, while others sustained themselves with heroic 
fortitude. I liad occasion to go tlirough the spacious build- 
ing twice that day, and witnessed many operations. I saw 
the amputated limbs quivering with life, wiiile the gutters 
of the court were filled with streams of human blood. It 
was heart-sickening, and enough to cure any man of a taste 
for war." 

A Mexican writes as follows, of the taking of the Capital: 
" On tiie morning of Uie 1 4th, before day-light, the enemy, 
with a part of iiis force, commenced his march upon the 
city. Our soldiei-s, posted behind the arches of the aque- 
ducts, and several breast-works which had beeo hastily 
thrown up, annoyed him so severely, together with the 
trenches wliich he had to bridge over, that he did not arrive 
at the gates until late in the afternoon. Here he halted and 
attempted to bombard the city, which he did during the 
balance of the day and (he da-y following, doing immense 
damage. In some cases, whole blocks were destroyed, and 
a great number of men, women, and children killed and 
wounded. 

" The picture was awful. One deafening roar filled our 
ears, one cloud of smoke met our eyes, now and then mixed 
with fiame ; and, amid it all, we could hear the various 
shrieks of the wounded and dying. 

" Many were killed by the blowing up of the houses ; 
many by the bombardment ; but more by the confusion 
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which preTailed in the city; and ahogether we cannot 
count our kiUeti, wounded, and missing, since the actions 
commenced yesterday, at less than 4,000, — among whom 
are many women and children. The enemy confesses a loss 
of over 1,000; it is, no doubt, much greater." 



CHAPTER XII. 



BARSAKITIES. 

" Wnr is also tlie fmilful parent of crimes. It reverses, with respsct 
to its ohjects, ail the rules of morality. It is nothing less than a tem- 
porary repeal of the printijiles of virtue. It is a system out of wliicli 
almost all the virtues are e!:cluded, and in which nearly nil the vicea 
are intludcd." — Eobekt Hall. 
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teenth century, between two professedly free and Christian 
nations, was ia most respects no better, and probably no 
worse, than the wars of past times. "We have said all tliat 
can be said, when we call it wae, 

la relation to the march ot i bidy of troops (lom the 
Rio Grande tow ^rds Monterey, a correspondent of the 
ZoujsiiUe Journal ■\yiites ■« follows, m ^mdlt1tlon of severe 
language uaed b> &en Tailoi reapectmg the volunteers 
" The march of the regiment, irom the lawless cliaricter of 
some ot those composing it, was everywheie marked by 
deeds of wanton violonce and cruelty Along thp \\hole 
extent of the m'krch, rantho^ weie burned, cattle Mere 
shot, hogs and poultry were killed and even ptt pigs ^leie 
slaughtered at the very feet of the women ind childicn 
that owned them The ahooling ot cattlt. waa olten done 
in otter wantonness , the marauders either sufTennj, them to 
lie just as they fell, or merely cutting out their tongues and 
leaving their carcases to rot ; thus showing that it was not 
the want of food that incited them to outn^e. These out- 
rages were all reported to Gen. Taylor, before his ai'i'ival at 
Marin, and can he substantiated by Col. Fauntleroy, of the 
2d Dragoons ; Col. Randolpli, of the Virginia Volunteers ; 
Col. Belknap, Inspector General of the U. S. Army ; Lieut. 
Patterson, of the Mississippi Regiment, and many others, if 
necessary. 

"At Marin itself, where the severe language of Gen, 
Taylor is said to have been used, the conduct of the ad- 
vanced guard of Col. Curtis's regiment was marked by sim- 
ilar atrocities. The night before the araval of the Ohio 
Regiment there, Gen. Taylor had slept in the town and 
seen tlie Alcalde, had been the guest of some of the princi- 
pal citizens, had broken bread with them, and had promised 
them protection. But the advanced guard of Curtis's regi- 
ment entered the town; and instantly the work of pillage, 
robbery, and devastation was begun. At least foar houses 
were set on fire by them." 
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The Monterey correspondent of the Charleston Mercury, 
after the capitulatioQ of the city, says : " Aa at Jlatamoras, 
murder, robbery, and rape, were committed in broad light 
of day ; and, as if desirous to signalize themselves, at Mon- 
*creyi hy some new act of atrocity, they burned many of the 
thatched huts of the poor peasants. It is thought that more 
than one hundred of the inhabitants were murdered in cold 
blood; and one Mexican soldier, with Gen. "Worth's pass- 
port in hia pottel, was shot dead at noon-day, in the main 
street of the city, by a i-uflian from Texa^ But for the 
moral influence, and the finally exerted physical force of the 
hirelings of government, the darlt deeds of Badajoz would 
have been repeated at Monterey. Guards of ' mercenaries ' 
are now placed in every street, and over every building, in 
the city; to prevent depredations being committed by those 
who come here from devotion to ' the land of the free and 
the Iiome of the brave.' 

" The Mexicans tViemselves admit, that before the arrival 
of the volunteers upon the Rio Grande, all Eastern Mexico 
was ripe for revolt, and annexation to the United States. 
Now there is no portion of the country so bitterly hostile to 



The army coiTespondent of the New Orleans Picayune, 
Mr. Haile, writing from near Mier, Jan. 4, 1847, says ; 
" Below Mier ivc met the 2d regiment of Indiana troops, 
commanded, I believe, by Col. Drake. They encamped 
near our camp, and a portion of them were exceedingly irre- 
gular in tlieir behavior; firing away lieir cartridges, and 
persecuting the Mexican families aX a rancho near by." 

" On arriving at Mier we learned, from indisputable au- 
thority, that this same regiment had committed, the day 
before, outrages against the citizens of the most disgraceful 
character ; stealing, or rather robbing, insulting the women, 
breaking into houses, and other feats of a similar character ! 
We have heard of them at almost every rajicho up to thia 
place. 
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" Gen Tavlor bai i-fsued prociamitioiis asiuring the i 
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make comraenfa ; but I desire to have this published, and I 
have written it under the approval of Capt. Thomlon, Major 
Dix, (who has in chaise $250,000 of the United Slates' 
money,) CapL De Hart, Co!. Bohlen, Lieut, Tiiora, Mr. 
Blanchard, and my own sense of duty ; and I am deter- 
mined, hereafter, to notice every serious offence of the above 
mentioned nature." 

In eonSrmatioa of these aaonymoua and other statements, 
we cite, from the Reports and Orders of Gen. Taylor, as 
follows. He writes from Monterey, Oct. 6, 1846, to the 
department at Washiiii;fon : * " I have respectfully to report, 
that the entire force of Texas voluateers has heen mustered 
out of service, and is now returning home by companies. 
With thqir departure we may look for a restoration of quiet 
and order in Monterey ; for, I regret to report, that some 
shameful atrocities have been perpetrated by them, since the 
capitulation of the town." 

* 30th Congress, lit Seasioo, Hottse of IEcpreaentativ«s,Bs. Doo, 60. 
pp. 430, 512, Rl?, 521 
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Again ; he issues orders, from the same place, Not. 27, 
TS46, that "The many outrages, that have been recently 
committed in the city of Monterey, and elsewhere, upon the 
persons and property of Mexican citizens, render it neyes- 
saiy to restrict the extensive use of riding animals among 
tlie rank and file of the army." So it appears tiijt the Tex- 
ans were not the only peccant soldiers in the camp. 

On Dec. 2, 1846, ordei-s are again sent out, to the follow- 
ing effect ! " Grave complaints have come to the command- 
ing general, touching depredations alleged to have been 
committed near Marin and Ramos, by troops and armed 
parties passing on the road. The genera! is therefore under 
the necessity of calling the attention of all officers, command- 
ing escorts or other bodies of troops, and of all discharged 
men or others who may travel armed, between this point 
and Camargo, to the great importance of i-especling the 
rights of all Mexican citizens. The good faith of the coun- 
try and the army has been pledged to this course ; and it 
is the interest of ail to see that the reputation of neither be 
disgraced, by scenes of plunder and marauding. The troops 
are well supplied with the subsistence and forage allowed by 
law, and nothing can justify llie wanton destruction of pri- 
vate property." 

On Oct. 5th a Mexican lancer was shot in open daylight 
in the streets of Monterey, according to the i-eport of the 
commander in chief. 

The Special Orders of Dec 7, 1846, relate to a " court 
of inquiry, convened at the request of Captain C. W. Bul- 
lin, 1st Kentucky regiment, to investigate the imputations 
against Company D, bs connected with the violent death of 
a Mexican." 

A published letter from Monterey, dated Kov. 30, 1846, 
says, " The tables have been turned on the Mexicans, and 
for those who have been assassinated of the volunteers, a 
double number of the enemy have suffered within a day or 
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two. It is reported this morning, that Gen, Tajlor haa 
ordered the 1st Kentuckians to Ceralvo, to preTent thia 

"The war," says the same writer, Dec 1, 1846, "between 
the Kentucldans and Mexicans, as it is familiarlj' termed, 
has created no little excitement both in town and the camp. 
It is thought that not less than forty Mexicans have been 
killed within the last five days, fifteen of whom, it is said, 
were killed in one day, and ivilhin the scope of one mile. 
From this, you wiil see that the boys are determined to have 
and to take revenge for the assassination of their comrades. 

" Ever since the occupation of Matamoras by our troops, 
the Mexicans have been cutting off our laen, whenever they 
could be found in convenient places for the job; and the 
compliment has been invariably returned, generally two for 

A letter from Camargo, Jan. 8, 1847, says, " assassina- 
tions, riots, robberies, etc., are so freqaent that they do not 
excite much attention. Nine-tenths of the Americans here 
think it a meritorious act to kill or rob a Mexican ; and as 
large or larger proportion of the latter think it is doing 
' Giod service' to retaliate in kind. Sometimes one side, and 
then the other are the aggressors. Intense and bitter hatred 
exists on both sides; and the impunity with which crimes 
are committed operates as a license. There exists a kind 
of military aulliority and a species of dvil power, neither 
well defined, nor of much efficiency. 

"To enumerate the various acta of violence committed, 
would fill a column or two of your paper, and probably uot 
do much good. lu the newspaper published here, they are 
occasionally briefly stated. Two days since, a Mexican, welt 
known here, was found in the public road, about two miles 
from town, mortally wounded. He lived long enough to 
state that he had been met by two young men with muskets 
and bayonets. They demanded hi; blanket ; he gave it up. 
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and as he iras riding off, one of Ihe men deliberately shot 
him through the body. He leaves a widow and five or siz 
young children. Murders equally cruel, have been perpe- 
trated on our people, and no one can he discovered as the 
guilty person." 

The horrid tale below is from a letter i 
Si. Louis Republican. 

" Camp of the Army at Agua Nueva \ 
Mexico, February 13, 1847. f" 

" Some most unfortunate events have transpired in our 
column lately, which will arouse the vengeajic* of the 'pai- 
sanos' (peasants) in this country against our troops, and will 
furnish the disaffected at home with new food for vitupera- 
tion against the w^ar. Occasional mui-ders of our men have 
been perpetrated ever since we have heen in this country, — 
all killed by the lasso. The Arkansas regiment of horse, 
from their having heen employed as scouts, and occupying 
the outposts, have been particularly exposed to tliis guerilla 
warfare, and have lost four or five of their men. The day 
before yesterday, it was reported that one of their number 
3iad been killed by the Mexicans, as he had been missing 
from camp since the day before, when he went out to look 
for his horse, 

'' Search was made for the body, and it was found about a 
thousand yards frOm our camp, with ^a lasso* around the 
neck, and tied to a prickly pear, having been draped some 
hundred yards upon the face through tke chapparal. It pre- 
sented a horrible sight; the name of the young man was 
Colquitt, a nepiiew of the senator. The Arkansas men 
vowed vengeauce, deep and sure. Yesterday morning, a 
number of tbem, some thirty perhaps, went out to the foot of 
the mountajn, two miles off, to an 'arroyo' which is washed 
in the side of the mountain, to which the ' paisanos ' of Agua 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



145 

Kueva bad flod upon our appi'oach, and si 
indiscriminate and iiloody massacre of tlie poor creatutRs, who 
had thus fled to the mountains and fastnesses for security, 
A nuraber of our regiment being out of camp, I proposed to 
Col. Biasel to mount our liorees and ride to the scene of car- 
nage, where I knew, fram the dai-k insinuations of the night 
before, tliat blood was i-unning freely. We hastened out aa 
hastily as possible, but owing to the thick chapparals, the 
work of death was over before we reached the horrible 
scene, and the perpetrators were returning to camp glutted 
with revenge. 

" Let us no longer complain of Mexican barbarity, — poor, 
degraded, ' priest ridden ' as she is, No act of inhuman 
cruelly, perpetrated by her most desperate robbers, can excel 
the work of yesterday, committed by our soldiery. Giod 
knows how many of tiie unarmed ])easantry have been sac- 
rificed to atone for the blood of poor Coiqiiiti. The Arkan- 
sas regiment say not less than thirty have been killed. I 
think, however, at least twenty of them have been scut to 
their eternal rest. I rode through the chapparals, and found 
a number of their dead bodies not yet cold. The features, 
in every instance, were cwnposed and ti'auquil, — lying upon 
their backs, eyes closed, and feet crossed. — You would have 
supposed them sleeping, but for the gory stream which be- 
dewed the turf around them. In some instances, after the 
vital spark had fled, in the overflow of demoniac vengeance 
the carbine ball dashed out tiie bi'Mns of its clayey victim."- 

The following is an extract from one of the Orders of 
Gen. Taylor in relation to this barbwity. " The Commanding 
General regrets most deeply that circumstances again impose 
upon him the duty of issumg orders upon the subject of 
marauding and maltreating the Mexicans. Such deeds as 
have been recently perpetrated by a portion of the Arkansas 
cavalry, cast indelible disgrace upon our arm=. and tlie repu- 
tation of our coimlry. The General had hoped that he 
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might be able in a short time to resume offensive operations, 
but if orders, disciphne and all the dictates of humanity are 
set at defiance it i \Tin to expect any thing but disaster 
and defeat. The men who cowardly put to death unofi'end- 
ing Mexicans are not the e who will sustain the honor of 
our anns in the dv, of tnal" 

Gen. Taylor shoned ins agacity ia this prediction, for it 
was' precisely Ihoae troops that a few days afterwards were 
the first to fly Irom the held of Buena Vista. 

It was in reference to these and similar barbarities tliat 
Santa Anna said to Glen. Taylor's messenger at Agua Nueva 
on the day after that battle ; " the Americans wage against 
us a war of Vandalism, whose excesses outrage those senti- 
ments of humanity wliich one civilized nation ought to evince 
toward another. In proof of this assertion, you have but to 
go outside of this apartment to see still smoking the dwellings 
of this recently flourishing village ; you passed the same 
vestiges of desolation at La Encantada on your route hither; 
and if you will go a little farther on, there, to Catana, you 
will hear-the moans of the widows and orphans of innocent 
victims who have been sacrificed without necessity." 

We gather the following from, the' Boston Daily T^mes of 
May 11, 1847: — 

" By a lelter from Gen, Taylor of the 4th April, it appears 
that a party of Americans, under Col. Mitehell's command, 
the 1st Ohio U. S. Dragoons, and Texas Rangers, made 
prisoners of twenty-four Mexicans at Guellapea, gave them 
a mock trial by night, and then shot them tlirough the head ! " 

The above narrative will lead us to believe, that the Mex- 
ican accounts of the war ai-e not wholly exa^erations. They 
refer to " tlie thousand and ten thousand assassinations com- 
mitted-by our troops;" "multitudes of Mexicans wandering 
in the woods, and pursued hke viild beasts in their own 
country, robbed of then: property, and driven from their 
families ; the multitude of peaceable and honorable men. 
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who have been insulted, seized and beaten in presence even 
of a beloved daughter, or idolized wife; the proud barbarity, 
the shameless cruelty required to bum the village, to slay 
lie simple rustic, the feeble woman and tlie innocent child, 
03 we beheld at Ag[i& Nueva, Hidalgo, and other towns of 
the North." 

So outrageous was the conduct of the United States troops, 
that General Mora j Villatnil, commander at San Luis Potosi, 
wrote a spirited remonstrance to Gen. Taylor, dated May 
10, 18i7, in which he says;* "that the treacherous assas- 
sinations of Agua Nueva, Catana, and Marin have not been 
the only ones ; " and that the " ruin, devastation, and confla- 
gration of towns mark every where the march of the in- 
vading army." In his reply of May 19, 1847, Gen. Taylor 
acknowledges tlie facts I'eferred to, and says that " they were 
in truth unfortunate exceptions, (to the mode in which the 
war was genei"a.lly conducted in that part of Mesico) caus.ed 
by circumstances beyond my control." He also states the 
violent provocations which led to the above mentioned bar- 
baritiea, and says also, "Mexican troops liave given to (he 
world the example of killing wounded men upon the field 
of battle." In a letter to the War Department at Washing- 
ton, dated May 23, 1847, he discusses the unpleasant sub- 
ject, confesses the iacts, attributes them to the volunteer 
troops, and says, " while no one can regret their occurrence 
more than I do, yet I have not to reproach myself wilh the 
omission of any precaution to prevent them. Without a 
sufficient regular force even to guard our magazines and 
depots, I have found it entirely impossible to enforce, in all 
cases, the repeated orders which have been given against 
marauding and other irregularities." 

Still later, June IG, 1847, we have the following some- 
what " rough and ready " \ sentences from the same pen ; " I 

* SOlh Cong. 1st Scss, Ex. Doc. 60, House of Rop. pp. 1139—1142. 

t " Rough and Reaily ; " thia phraao occurs in Carlyle's etlltimi of 
~ tliB LettcrE and Spceclies of Oliver CTO[nn"iill|" First Parliament, 
Speech Second, 1845. 
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deeply regret to report that nmny of tlie twelve months' vol- 
unteei-s in their route honce of (to) the lower Bio Grande, 
have committed extensive depredations and outrages ujion 
the peaceful inhabitants. There is scarcely a form of crime 
that has not been reported to me as committed by them ; but 
they have passed beyond my reach, and even were Ihey here, 
it would be found next to impossible (o detect the individuals 
who thus disgrace their colors and their country. Were it 
possible to rouse the Mexican people to resistance, no more 
effectual plan could be devised llian the very one pursued 
by some of our volunteer regimcuti. now about (o be dis- 
charged, 

" The volunteers for the war, so far, give an earnest of 
better conduct, with the exception of the comjianies of Tczas 
horse. Of the infantry I have had little or no complaint; 
but the mounted men from Texas have scarcely made one 
espediiioa without unwaii'aniably killing a Mexican. I 
have, in consequence, ordered Major Chevallies' command 
to Saltillo, where it can do less mischief than here, and where 
its services moreover are wanted. The constant recurrence 
of such atrocities, which I liave been i-eluctant to report to 
the department, is my motive for requesting that no more 
troops maij be sent to this column from the state of Texas." » 

A few items respecting the invading " Army of the West " 
win give a like melancholy picture of unbridled passions and 
cruel and disgraceful excesses, at which every feeling of 
common justice and humanity cries out with horror. But 
we record these things not to heap opprobrium upon indi- 
viduals, but to demonstrate the abominableneas of a system ; 
we do it not, because we love our country less, but because 
we love peace and right more. 

F. S. Edwards in his work, "A Campaign in New Mex- 
ico," says, when at Ceralvo, " I liave been credibly informed 
that when these rangers are sent out on scouting parties, a 

* 30tli Ccnj, Kt Sess. Ex, Doc. No. GO. p. 1378. The italica are ours. 
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Mexican guide is generally provided, but that iie never 
returns ; the Texans aJways shooting him on some pretest 
or other before he gets ba<:k, » * « 

" One of the most dastardly acts I ever heard of was per- 
petrated by half a dozen Texan ofRcei-s a short time before 
we came down. They had lost theii' ivay, and hired a Mex- 
ican to show them to their caiap, which he faithfully per- 
formed ! but when they came in sight of it, they di-ew lots 
who should shoot their faithful and unsuspecting guide; — 
the one on whom the lot fell, immediately drew a pistol and 
shot him." 

The same author relates that in his march fi-om Camai^ 
to Reinosa, one of the party incautiously advanced two or 
three hundred yards aliead of the guai-d, and was shot by 
some llesieans who were seen riding off at full speed. His 
comi-ades when they arrived at the next small town, searched 
for the murderers, and having as they supposed found them, 
killed seven men, and burned down the house in which they 
were found. 

Dr. "VVislizenus, in "a Hemoir of a Tour to North- 
em Mexico," published under authority of Congress,* 
writing under the head of Parras, May 14, 18i7, says ; 
" one of our waggon drivers, a very quiet man, had been 
assaulted by a Mexican loafer, and received several 
wounds, from the effect of which he afterwards died. As 
the prefect of Parras was not able to And out the guilty 
person, the friends of the wounded man took revenge on 
some Mexicans, and more disturbajice would haie grown 
out of it, if we had stayed longer." 

We quote another pas=age fiom the same book. •' About 
six miles frem Marin, is the spot where General Canale?, 
with his guerilla bands, had captured, some months past, 
a rich train of the American army, and killed most of the 
unarmed waggon drivers. The bones of these ill-fated 

* 30th Congress, tst Session; Senate. Jliscellancou^ Ko, 26. p. 73, TS. 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



ILLEGITIMATE BAKBARITIE3. 151 

loen, wtieli were either not buried at all, or dragged out 
by the wolyea, were scattered about in aJl directions. 
Another more horrid spectacle oft'cred itself to our eyes 
near Agua Negra, a deserted village, where a man (and to 
judge from pieces of clothing, an American) had been burat 
to ashes, some bones only being left. In seeing such hor- 
rors, known only in old Indian warfare, can any one 
blame the American troops for having sought revenge, and 
Imrning all the villages and ranches oa their route 
wliich gave refuge to such bands of worse than highway 
robbers? The right of retaliation,(?) as well as expediency, 
command, in my opinion, such measures against such una- 
eual warfare ; and when carried out with some circum- 
spection, it will break up those guerHia bands much sooner 
than too lenient a course." 

He states tiat at Ccralvo on May 22, 1847, Nicholaa 
Gareia, a well known chief of a guerilla band, " who was 
eaid to have committed many cruelties against Ameri- 
cans," was ca,ptured by some Texan Rangers, and shot flie 
same day in the public Plaza; " dying like a brave man." 

The following extract from the orders of Gen, "Wool will 
epeak for itself, 

Ileadqaarlers. Army of Occupation, ^ 
Monteren, Mexico, February, 27, 1848. j" 

" A btuid of American robbers, composed principally of 
deserters (ehiefly fi-om the Texaa Battalion, and Captain 
Mear's company oi Volunteer Cavalry,) dishonorably dis- 
charged soldiers, and followers of the Ai-my, have been 
ravaging the country from Parraa to the Presidio de Rio 
Grande, ravishing the women, and committing every spe- 
cies of atrocity on the defenceless inhabitants. 

^' A similar party has recently robbed an entire village, 
under the pretence of being a detachment of the American 
Army, sent to levy coalrjbutions on the place. 
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" These acts so criminaT in tliemselyes, and reflecting so 
much approbrium on tlie American name, call upon eyery 
one to malio all possible exertions to apprehend the viDsuns, 
and bring them to punisliment. The officers commanding 
at Monciova, Presidio, Laredo, Mier, and Ceralvo will 
endeavor to effect this object by every means in their power." 

By command of brigadier General Wool, 

InviN McDowell, A. A. G." 

It 13 unnecessary to go into California and New Mexico, 
and adduce testimony of a like ignominious character 
against some of the actors in the Mexican war. It might 
be said tiiat in those remote and barbarous regions nothing 
but outrage and revenge could be expected. We will come 
then to the theatre of Gen. Scott's operations from Vera 
Cruz to Mexico, and aubstantiate the general ti-uth of l!ie 
statements made, by his own indignant words. 

The difficulties began at the very oulset of the Campaign. 
Gen. Scott reports to the Department at home, in a letter 
dated Vera Cruz, Apiil 5, 1847 ;* " the seven old volun- 
teer regiments with me, now become respectable in discipline 
and efficiency, cannot fail to give us much trouble when the 
time of their discharge and transportation hack to their 
homes, shall aiTive." 

• •*#*• 

" Tlic inhabitants of this city, under the excellent gov- 
ernment of Brevet Major General Worth, are beginning to 
he assured of protection, and to be cheerful. Those in the 
vicinity have suffered more from green recruits, who 
much dilute the regular companies, and from volunteers. 
My last orders, No. 8", herewith, against outrages, have ral- 
lied thousands of good soldiers to the suppoit of autiioi-ity. 
In the mean lime, claims for damages, principally on the 
part of neutrals, thi'ough their consuls, have been many. 
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I am without authority or means to indemnify, and can only 
ieel and deplore the disgrace brougUt upon our m-ms by 
Hndeteeted villains." 

These extracts are from the orders above mentioned, 
dated Vera Cruz, April 1, 1847. "Notwithstanding the 
strong provisions of printed general orders, No. 20, pro- 
claiming martial Imo, many undoubted atrocities have been 
committed in this neighborhood, by a few worthless soldiers, 
both regulars and volunteers, wliieh, though stamping dis- 
grace upon tlie whole army, remain unpunished, because 
the criminals have not been seized, and reported by eye- 
witnesses of the atrocities, » « • 

"One more ^peal is made to the ninety-seven honorable 
men, against, perhaps, the three miscreants in every 
hundred. Certainly the great mass ought not to allow them- 
selves to be dishonored by n handful of scoundrels, Mho 
scout all religion, morals, law and decency. Therefore 
let every bad man be denounced in his act of guilt, seized, 
and reported foi* trial, and this army will march in triumph, 
and be every where kindly received, and supplied with 
necessaries and comforts by tlie peaceful and unoffending 
inhabitants of the country." 

We have spoken in another connection of tlie hanging 
of Isaac Kirk, a free colored citizen of the United States, 
at Vera Cruz, April 10, 1847. 

It is needless to encumber these pages with detailed 
accounts of the outrages to persons, property and liberty, 
which marked the course of the American Army, and the 
honible deeds done by bands of the Mexican guerillas. 
Tliey are a pwt of the history of the war, but they find 
little space for memory except on the tablets of those 
bruised and broken hearts that encountered the storm of 



The American commander writes from the city of Mexico, 
Oct. 13, IMl : "I have heard of many outrages and dia- 
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orders said to have been commilfed by Major Lally's 
detachment about JtJapa. I trust that the runwrs greatly 
exaggerate the facts ; or rather that they are entirely false. 
I will tolerate no disorders of any kind, but eause all to be 
rigorously punished. No ofBcer or man, under my orders, 
shall he allowed to dishonor me, the anny, and the United 
States with impunity." 

In a letter, daled Deu. 25, 1847, he says further ; " I do 
not mean lo accuse the reinforcements generally of de- 
ficiency in valor, patriotism, or moral character. Far from 
it; but among all new levies, of whatever denomination, 
there are always a few miscreants in every hundred; 
enough without discipline to disgrace the entire mass, and 
what is infinitely worse, — (he country that employs them. 
My daily distresses under this head weigh me to the 

The following exfiact from an American correspondent 
in the city of Mexico will illuslrale Hip nature of some of 
Gen. Scott's " distresses." 

" On Sunday night a Texan Eaager named Adam 
Alsence, of Capt. Robert's company, was attacked by a 
number of Blejwicana in (he suburbs of the city, and killed. 
He was mangled in a brutal manner, and the Tesans, exas- 
perated at the cntel death of their comrade, sallied into the 
streets the nest evening, to the number of fifteen or twenty, 
and proceeding to the quarter where Alsence was killed, 
took fearful vengeance upon a" party whom they found armed 
with pistols and knives. Seventeen of the Mexicans are 
j-eported killed, and forty wounded. Alsence was a Ger- 
man, and ser^-ed in Bonaparte's Cavalry and was a good 
and faithful soldier."* 

* The following la an exti-act from !i loHoi- in tlie Alw Orleans 
Delta, dated City of Mexico, Dec. 13, 1847. "About nn hone Hgo, 
some of fhem, (Texans) wore quietly passing tliroiigh one of the 
streets, whan a crowd of Icporas gathered around them, and commenced 
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The following is aa extract from a letter lo Gen, Scott 
from Santa Anna relative to the renewal of hostihiies after 
the armistice and the fruitless attempt to negotiate a peace. 
He saja, and with the ahove declarations of the Ameri- 
can General in our recollection, we shall prohably think 
that he does not speak altogether a la Mexique ; " I have 
■with paia and indignation, received communications from 
tlie cities and toivns occupied by the anny of your ex- 
cellency, upon the violations of temples consecrated to 
the worship of God ; upon the robbery of the sacred ves- 
sels, and profanation of the image ^eneiated by the 
Mexican people. I have been piofoundly afflicted by the 
complaints of fathers and husbands upon the violation of 
their wives and daughters. Those 6»me cities and towns 
have been sacked, not only in ^ lolation of the armistice, but 
even of the sacred principles recognized and obsened by 
civilized nations. I had guarded silence until now, for the 
purpose of not chilling a negotiation that gave hojies of 
terminating a scandalous wai', which your excellency has 
justly characterized as unnatural."* 

A few words in conclusion. The dark and dismal pages 
through which we have led our readers in these chapters are 
but loo easily interpieted They are the old story of war. 
They aie the picture, not only of stately battles, in which 
horror is Intimated, but of a running warfare, embittered 
by old Texan fesids, and waged between the half-savage 

tliron ing stones — tlie result of which wiib, that in a very few minutes 
there were ten dead Mesicana I; ing in the street, and tivo men, badly 
wonnded, tikon to the gnanl house." 

Another paper records tUe fulloning. " The Arco Iris says a de- 
tachment of Amorieim soldieis qoartorcd at Mtedelin, started for a ball 
mthevilhigo abont II o'closk at night. Tlie ball poity took alarm, 
and one of them disili ir^'ed a putol at the advandng Amerieans, who 
returned the fire, killing seven, and wounding nine, one of whom 

* aotli Congress, 1st Session, Senate, Ex. Doc. Ko. 52, p. 347. 
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guerillas of Mexico, and the lynch-gangs of tlie border and 
hunter emigrant population of tlie Western and South West- 
em United States, whose conduct on their way to the seat, of 
war, gave evidence to the cities through wliich they passed, 
what would be the fulfilment of their career when they were 
poured into Mexico. Beasts of prey are dangerous when 
they are set loose. The I'egular soldier may have a species 
of war-conscience, which is better than none at all. But 
they who go on a human hunt for the love of it, may be ex- 
pected to dabble in blood even if it be a little out of the reg- 
ular " orders." 

But after crossing such streams of gore as we have now 
waded through, three questions arise which we would respect- 
ively offer to the consideration of both parlies, the advocates 
of war, and the fi'iends of peace. 

1. What national right can be redressed by an infinite 
series of individual wrongs? 

2. Wliat true glory can be found in connection with the 
perpetration of endless injuries and miseries? 

3. What "healing peace," to use an official phrase, can 
be cemented by a boundless expenditure of life and treasure, 
or based on the memory of ten thousand cruelties, suffer- 



CHAPTEll XIII. 

f EXECTJ TICKS. 



Another list of the barbarities of the Mexican war in- 
cludes the punishments inflicted upon deserters and other 
criminals. Many who have been ni<nt strenuous advocates 
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of lliis ivar, ai-e earnestly opposed to capital punishment. 
But ilieir inconsistency will be apparent wliea it is recollect- 
ed, tliat probably move persons have been shot and hung for 
vjii-ious crimes by the American officers in Mexico during the 
Ijtst two years, than would be capitally executed in the whole 
United States in the ordinary course of justice during ten 
yeara. Some of these executions, too, have been conducted 
in a manner repulsive to eveiy humane and Christian senfi- 

As ihe American army contained many Irish, German, and 
olhei' emigrants fi-om Europe, the Mexican generals issued 
proclamations, and employed every means in their power tf> 
entice away the soldiers from their allegiance. They offered 
large bounties to deserters, promising Land and money to 
officers and soldiers, and giving the officers a guaranty that 
they should retain their former military rank. 

These exertions were far from beinginvain, for no sooner 
was Gen, Taylor encamped on the banks of the Rio Grande, 
than the desertions began, and according to the Report of the 
Secretaiy of "War, made to the Senate, April 10, 1848, the 
enormous number of 4,966 men had deserted in Mexico from 
the troops of the United States. In fact, whole platoons in 
some instances either went over to the enemy, or returned 
home. The Matamoras Flag stated that on Dec. 22, 1847, 
abo'jt 25 Texan Rangers deserted at one time from Saltillo, 
and came home. Other cases occmTcd of a similar char- 
To save tJie army from such disorders, severe punishment, 
■Ai imprisonment, whipping, and other barbaric inflictions were 
resorted to, and a considerable number were put to death for 
desertion, murder, or other erhues. 

T. B. Thoriw mentions, that two men were shot in the act 

of deseriion at Matamoras, and that several were drowned 

in attempting to swim the river. Gen. Taylor, in a letter to 

the Department, dated >Iay ■?'), 184C, confirms the account, 

H 
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and aays, that soon after his " arrival on the Rio Grande the 
evii of desertion made its appearance, and increased to an 
alannjng extent;" and that verbal orders were given to the 
pickets to hail those who were "iwimming the river and if 
they did not return, to shoot them on the =pot 

The Matamorm Flag =ijtis that five Meiicsn feueiillas 
were hanged Dec. 19, 18-17 in the mam plazi ot baltillo 
for the murder of three discharged Mi sumj pians at Einco- 
nada Pass; and that ■^n American named N^izum waa 
hanged a few days previously, tor having murdered a Mexi- 
can in the streets of the city. 

The Cldcago Tninme records the death of Lieut. James M. 
Stewart, of Nilea, Michigcn, who was hanged in Mexico for 
haying been enraged at a superior officer who struck him, 
and having run him through with his sword. It goes on to 
remark, that " an interesting family, consisting of a wife and 
several young children, are thus deprived of husband, father, 
and protector. This is another of the legitimate fruits of 
bloody, infamous, brutal, forever-to-he-detested war." 

Isaac Kirk, a free man of color, according to Gen. Scott's 
Reports of April, 1847, was hung at Vera Cruz for "com- 
mitljng or attempting to commit a mpe " upon a Mexican 
woman ; and in an Address to the Mexican people, he appeals 
and says, "is this not a proof of good faith and energetje 
disciphne?" 

Two young Mexicans of rank and i-efinement were exe- 
cuted Nov. 24, 1847, in the city of Jalapa. 

The Vera Oniz ladtcaior has the following account of 
the affair:-^ 

" Gen. Patterson, while in Jalapa, governed with a rigid 
hand. The Mexicans complain bitterly of the recent execu- 
tion, under his directions, of two young officers, Ambrosio 
Alcalde and Antonio Garcia, who were taken at Jalconumco 
with a party of guerillas, some time since, and wlio v.'ere 
alleged to have Ijroken then- parole. This the two officers 
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and their friends denied, but tJ>e evidence was too strong 
against them, to permit their escape. 

" "When tlie sentence was published, the whole city rose to 
begfor the lives of the young men, and deputations were sent 
lo Gen. Patterson from the council, from the resident for- 
eignei's, from the clergy, regular and secular, from (he ladies 
of the principal families, and (he ladies of ihe convents, be- 
seecHng liim to spare the lives of the unhappy youths, hut 
without avail. They were hanged in the Plazuela de San 
Jose at noon of the 24th ultimo. Their bodies were delivered 
over to their friends, and after lying in state a few horn's, 
wei-e buried with the highest honors that public grief could 
devise. The whole city put on' mourning, solemn proces- 
sions lined every street, and the miserere wm, chanted in the 
churches. A gloom was tlirown over the city nhicii is not 
yet dissipated." 

The Arco Iris, saya that " Gen. Patterson's division left 
Jalapa on the 25th ult. Before his depariure, he hanged, 
on the 23d, two Americah teamsters, tor having killed a 
Mexican boy twelve years old."' 

Reynolds, an American soldier of the Sth Eegiment of 
Infantry, was hanged at Jalapa on Dec. 29, 18-17, for the 
murder of some Mexican women. 

The National Intelligencer recorded the execution at Sal- 
tillo on Dec 28, 1847, of Victor Galbraith, a bugler in Capl. 
Miera' company of volunteer cavalry, who was shot for 
threatening the captain's life. 

But the most cruel and sanguinary scene that was proba- 
bly ever enacted in war under the form of its Draconic coda 
of laws, occurred at the villages of San Angel and Mixcoac 
in the vaUey of Mesico. On the Oth of September, 1847, 
16 deserters were hanged at San Angel, and on the JOth, 4 
were hanged at Mixcoac. But as if these victims were not 
enough to glut the cruel spirit of war, on the 13th, SO more 
were hanged at JUixcoac, makhig in all 50 victims of capital 
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] uniohmeiit m four davs M ithout crediting the Mexican 
account t!w,t thpy were noosed by Ihp neck and drawn up 
and that they died by inches by being straigled with their 
own Height their a^ony lasting more than an hour it la 
uei ertheless an unquestioned fact, that, in the lost cise of 
execution the poor wretches m order to slake the thirst ot 
vengeance, and to as^ciate with the glory of their legiments 
the gloom of their tribunals," were pinioned, ropea put around 
their necks, and each man placed under a gallows, and there 
made to wait nearly two /tours, with death staring them in the 
face, until, according to the declaration and promise of the 
presiding officer, a colonel, whose name shall not pass our 
pen, the neighboring heights of Chapultepec, then assaulted 
by the American troops, were carried ; and that when Iha 
American flag was planted on that fortress, thirty men were in- 
stantly launched into eternity ! We ask why have not tlie 
oflicial reports of these transactions been published, ivith the 
other numerous documents of the war, if they are not too 
black and odious to bear the light of day, and the free judg- 
ment of a people, professing to be governed by the humane 
spirit of Christianity ? 

The rest of this battalion of San Patricio,* under the 
command of Reilly, who were captured when desperately 
fighting at Contreras and Churubusco against the Americans, 
were severely punished; some by being "whipped with fifty 
lashes each, the letter D. for deserter being branded with a 
red hot iron upon the cheek, and then condemned to wear an 
iron yoke weighing eight pounds, with three prongs, each one 
foot in length around the nedi ; to be confined at hai-d labor 

* Nativity of IM Deserters— live Kiw Yin-k Police GaKtIe con- 
tains " the names anii places of natirity of the deserters recently recap- 
tured by our army, from which we are sorry to learn than a large por- 
tion were Americans. Tliey aro classEd aa follows: Americans 54, 
Irishmen 34. Germans 17, Seolcli 4, and one efloh from England, Nova 
Scotia, France and Poland." 
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ia chaise of the guard during the time the army should re- 
maia in Mesico, and then to have thtir heads shaved, and to 
he drummed out of the service, ' and other* were flogged 
with 200 lashes each, after being compelled to dig the graves 
of their companions, who were executed 

Several others, both ofiieers and soldiers, hy the names of 
Hare, Button, JIadson, "Wragg, Stewart, "WaU, and others, 
were convicted at Mexico of burglary and murder, after the 
city was occupied by Scott, andsentencedtobehanged, hut 
they were afterwards respited, or wholly pardoned. 

Buxton, in his "Adventures in Mexico," p- 230, says, 
in reference to the revolution in New Mexico, Jan., 1847, 
that "the troops marched out of Santa Fe, attacked their 
pueblo, and leveled it to the ground, killing many hundreds 
of its defenders, and taking many prisoners, most of whom 
were hanged." Another account slates, that "fifteen Mexi- 
cans were executed as conspirators." 

One man was executed at the town of Santa Cruz on Mon- 
terey Bay, in California. 

We record tlien in all, 82 Americans and Mexicans, 
who were shot or hanged by the martial law, hy the 
Americans, — and we probably have not ascertained all, 
— an amount of capital punishment, small indeed by 
the side of the wholesale slaughter of the battle-field, but 
worthy of being considered by those who are strenuous advo- 
cates of the repeal of the death-penalty, for it is, as we have 
said, a greater number than would suffer thns in the ordinary 
course of criminal justice in ten years in the United States. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



" LawB are silent in vmr." — Cicebo. 

It has already been strongly iafimaled, if not declared in ao 
many words, that the laws of nations, and the constitution and 
laws of our own country, have been repeatedly and flagrantly 
broken in the war with Mexico. But in oi-der to set this 
subject in a more vivid light, we propose to devote this chap- 
ter, if not the most important, at least one of the most 
curious, in the history of the day, to the various iUegalities 
which have been committed. Other portions of this review 
will sufficiently demonstrate tJie opposition of the war to 
every principle of hberty and Christianity, but it will be the 
aim of these few pages to elucidate its equal antagonism to the 
laws of man, and to show that when even a civilized people 
burst through the enclosures of truth and right, they mani- 
fest in many respects the same rfeckless disregard of human 
statutes and constitutions, as is thought to belong to earlier 
Stages of society. 

Numerous unlawful acts preceded the war. The con- 
quest of Mexican territory by citizens of the United States, 
with the connivance, if not the aid, of the national and State 
government, was contrary to the law of nations. The seiz- 
ure of Monterey, in California, Oct. 19, 1842, by Commo- 
dore Jones, was a lawless act, disavowed indeed by the 
Government, but the perpetrator was never punished. The 
annesafion of Texas, by a joint resolution, was contraiy to 
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our treaty with Mexico, to the comity of nations, and to the 
Constitution of tha United Staler. 

The act of war at first was illegal. It was a ^iolafion of 
the law of nations to enter a disputed territoiy, and hold it 
by force of arms, when it was fully conceded lliat it was 
debatahie ground, and when we had recognized Mexican 
custom-houses within the year in that same territojy by 
specific acts of Congress. Detailed proofs and illustrations 
of tliis point are contained in chapter seventh, and need not 
be recounted. 

The origin of the war also was contrary to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. By this instrument it is reserved 
to Congress " to declare war, repel invasions." But by a 
vote of the House of Represenlatives, Jan 3, 1848, it was 
resolved, that the war with Mexico " was unnecessarily and 
unconstitutionally begun by the President of the United 
States ;" and distinguished statesmen deliberately expressed 
their opinion, that he had brought himself within the peril 
of an impeachment. Mr. Calhoun said in the Senate, 
March 17, 1848, " I hold that the President had no more 
right to order the army to march into the disputed territory, 
tlian he bad to order it to march into Mexico," 

The difficulties with Mexico were not brought before 
Congress, although then in session, until Gen. Taylor had 
commenced hostilities ; and when the question was presented 
by an Executive Message, it was hurried to a decision in a 
surprise and panic, without the documents appended to it 
being allowed to be even read, and without any proper de- 
bate or dehberatioii. 

The object of tlie war was an illegal and unconstitutional 
one. The|;e are provisions in the Constitution to repe! inva- 
sions, but not to make them. Far as heaven is from earth, 
was the thought of the framers of that instrument from sanc- 

* Printed epeeth, p. 16. 
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tioning by one syllable of theirs the spirit of conquest. Be- 
sides, liberty is the spirit of that great charter, and a war to 
extend slavery, the slave-trade, and the political power of 
slavery, clashes with the genius of Independence. What is 
its preamble ? " We, the people of the United States, in 
order to form a more perfect union, establish Justice, ensure 
domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, pro-, 
mote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Con- 
stitution of the United States of America." 

The progress of the war was attended by many pro- 
ceedings aa much at ■vai'iance witU the laws of man as 
the laws of God. For the details we refer to other chap- 
ters of this work. The expedition of Fremont into Cali- 
fornia, in 1845 and 184G, was palpaljly unjustifiable, and 
ita purpose but very thinly disguised. The absolution by 
Gen, Kearney of the inhabitants of New Mexico and 
California, from their allegiance to Mexico, his compelling 
the native officers to take the oatli of alle^ance to the 
United States,* and the execution as trsutors by other com- 
manders of those who rose and attempted to destroy their 
invaders, and shake off their control, were deeds that find no 
justification in the recc^niaed laws of nations, however sanc- 
tioned by the bloody code of Mars. Many other illegitimate 
barbarities of lie war are recounted in chapter thirteetilh. 

The introduction from abroad into Mexico, while the war 
was waging, by a written passport of the Executive, of the 
greatest General that country could boast, in the person of 
Santa Anna, who immediately placed himself at the head of 
large armies, and caused an immense loss of life and trea- 
sure to the Americans, waa palpably against the rule fof- 
bidding to " give aid and comfort" to the enemies of our 
country, though the intention no doubt was to secure an 

* 30ih Coiifr^sa, lat Session, Ex, Doc. Ko. 41, pp. 27. 2S. 
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earlier peace, and tlie cession of the terriCoriea -whicli were 
coveled. 

Tho annexation of the territories of New Mexico and 
California, by General Kearney and Commodore Stockton 
to the United States, before any treaty of peace had been 
made, and before Congress had passed any act to that effect, 
were high-handed violations of the Constitution, and also of 
the law of nations. Tliey wei-e too gross to be owned as 
acts of the Government even in ttis history of illegalities, 
and, like not a few of the other mea'sures of the command- 
ing oflicers in Mexico, w ere condemned at "Washington.* 

The establishment in Me^io) of a system of tariffs and 
taxes by the dictation oi tlie Executive of the United States, 
without any sanction or cooperation on the part ot the 
popular branch of Go\ ernment t tlie appropriation ot the 
moneja thus collpcted to uLate^ei uses the Exeeutive 
thought best, and the appointment under such a sidieme of a 
multitude of cuBtoia house ofBcers and pay masier v^ere 
measures de^^laiei both b-( Mr Calhoun and Mi "Webster, 
to be invasions of the laws and constitution of the Laited 
btates 

The dangerous m-xtch of Executive Power. nia flirther 

* 30lh Congress, 1st Session, House of Ropi-asentativos, Doc. No. 
60, p. 150; SOtli Congress, iHt Session, Scnnto, Ex. Doe. No. 33, p. 4ia 

t " 6. On iho Mnre of any State to pnj- its Dsscssments, its functiou- 
arics, as above, will be seiied and impriaoned, and their propa-tt/ leixcd, 
Tegislered, reportfd, and omvaied to the use of Dccupafibn, in strict accoi'd- 
ancQ to the general regulations of lliis army. No resignation or abdi- 
cation of oiUcc by any of the said Mexican fnnctionai'ics shall cxcnse 
one of them from any of the nbove obligations or penalties." See also 
Art.3, 30lh Congress, lat Session, Ex. Doe. No. 60, p. 1064. It would 
li.ive been a very natural mistake if we supposed we had alighted on 
one of the military laws of Santa Anna, or some other chieftain, in the 
above severe enactment, not that it was in very truth a regulation of 
one of those Geaerah whi> came profeaang to free the poor Mexiaiaa from 
niililan/ iiji-asO)! 
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manifested by the creation of civil governments, the appoint- 
ing of the various officers, magistrates, and jijdges, neces- 
sary to cany them on, and the allotment of their duties and 
salaries, without any reference lo tlie authority of Congress, 
or any appeal to its judgment, any more than if that hody 
had been non-exisfent. 

The conclusion of the war was also in harmony with its 
commencement, object, and progress, tainted with the same 
disregard of forms and rules of law. Mr. Trist had been 
recalled by the power which appointed him as confidential 
commissioner to negotiate a peace, but he chose still to re- 
main in Mexico on his own responsibility ; and the plenipo- 
tentiaries of that nation, witli a knowledge of that fact, did 
not hesitate to conclude a treaty with liim.* The record of 
his name, tlieretbre, as an officer of the United States, on 
that document, was not in accordance with the fact of the 

The commissioner, Messrs Clifford and Sevier, conveyed 
the treaty of peace, as amended by tlie Senate, to Mexico, to 
procure its ratification by the Government of that couutiy. 
The changes made by the Senate, were the substitution of 
the third article of the treaty of Louisiana in the place of 
the ninth article of this treaty, relative to the rights of Mex- 
icans in the annexed territories ; the entire suppression of 
the tenth article, relative to Mexican grants in the terri- 
tories, and the alteration of the twelfth article, relative to the 
mode of payment by the United States of $15,000,000 to 
Mexico. The Mexican Government refused to ratify the 
treaty until the American commissioners liad signed a pro- 
tocol, declaring that no essential changes had been made, and 
explwning the ground of the several amendments.* The 
protocol was, however, regarded by many in Congress as 

* 30th Congress, let Session, Senate, Ex, Doc. No. 52, pp. 5, 38 ; 
30th Congress, 2nd Session, House of RcprescntHlivcs, Ex, Doc, Ko. 
50, p. 11, et passim. 
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virtually involving a new agreement on the part of the 
United States, and ita concealment by the Executive for 
nearly a year from the l;nowledge of Congi-ess, was deemed 
another specimen of illegal and unconstitutional proceeding. 
We have thus baldly and briefly indicated some of the 
gross and genei-ally-conceded illegalities wLich have charac- 
terized the war. Monarchies may trample upon the laws, 
and live, because lliey are based upon might. Kepublica 
may trample upon their constitutions, but they will die, be- 
cause they are founded upou right. The only loyalty pos- 
sible in our country, is a loyalty to the Constitution and 
laws, always coupled with (he liberty to amend them and 
square them by the laws of God, and when tliat sense of 
allegiance is gone, the sheet-anchor of the republic parts in 
Inain. The laws of the land are not the perfect expression 
i.if the supreme right and truth. But they are Ihe highest 
yot seen and realized by the mass of the people; and to lilt 
a violent hand against tliem, to violate them with impunity, 
is to weaken the sole restrainis that remain to hold in check 
the turbulent forces of the country. We are admonished by 
niolw in our Atlantic cities, and Mormon wars and lynchings 
in our western borders, and by Ihe new plans of military ad- 
venture coming to hght, hatched by this war, that tliis is no 
peiiod in the history of our republic to relax, by word or 
deed, the sacred bonds of the Constitution and the laws. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



" Of all llie enemioa of public liberty war is perhaps the most lo bo 
dreaded. It is the parent of armies; from these prorecd debts find 
tasEs; and armies, and dehts, and taxes, are the well-known instrn- 
ments for bringing the many nnder tlie dominion of the fuw. IVar is 

tSie true nurse of execntivB aggraiidiicmcnt. No nation conld 

preserve its freedom in tlie midst of conlinned ivorfarc. These truths 
are well established." — Madison. 

Tub science of politics, wisely viewed, is a great and a 
good science. It highly concerns the welfare of states and 
nations. Its principles are noble when they aie drawn from 
the laws of God, And the art of government, or the carry- 
ing out and realization of these lofty principles, is a gloiious 
art. Politics, whether as an art or a science, have fallen into 
low esteem with many sensible people, simply on account of 
the chicanery of politicians, and not because the work of 
oi^;anizing and governing mankind is not in itself of the 
highest dignity and moment. 

And if these declarations hold good of politics and govern- 
ment in general, then are they doubly true of the science 
and administration of republican institutions. For here gov- 
ernment exists and is moulded by the consent and will of 
the governed. Castes, conventional ideas luid arrangements 
give way before simpler and truer views of man's relation to 
man. Freedom is but one of the deep seminal principles of 
i-epublican and Christian politics. Duties require lo be con- 
sidered as well as rights. Mutual help is as essential aa 
personal independence. Love must be the vital air of a self- 
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goveraing community. And he who, possessed and quick- 
ened liimself hy these hfc-giving sentimenU, seeks by act 
and word, seeks above all by the Just and benevolent conduct 
of public affairs, to diffuse them abroad and impress them on 
the heart of a whole nation, and give a high-toned morid 
character to its history and destiny, occupies the position of 
an archangel for doing good, — wide and lasting good to his 

It is when we have taken this more elevated and compre- 
hensive view of the real grandeur of human government, 
when rightly administered, that we descend to the considei-a- 
tion of such a chapter in our national career, as that of the 
Mexican war, with the most loathing and repugnance. We 
think no event has ever occurred, since the establishment of 
the Federal constitution, so ominous to the prospects of our 
country in particular, or free institutions in general, as this 
invasion. Not that we despair of the republic. Not that 
we have lost one jot of our faith in the capability of man for 
republican governments. Not that we see any immediate 
feigns of the overthrow of any one of our chartered and coa- 
Etitutional rights and privileges. But we are taught by an 
impressive and tremendous example, that republics may, 
under all the forms of freedom, full-blown and flourishing, 
do deeds, incur responsibilities, hazard evils, and inflict inju- 
ries, at which any old barbaric monarchy might well stand 
aghast. Still more pungently has the solemn lesson been 
thrilled through our hearts, that if ive would liave a country 
worth the name of Liberty and the love and service of free- 
men, if we would'save the name, — republic, — from becom- 
ing a hissing and a scorn in the earth, and if we would res- 
cue this gigantic empire of the West from sinking into the 
Babylon of the nations, we need to ply in season and out of 
season, with ail our characteristic energy as a people, the 
meaiis of intellectual, social, and religious life, the school, 
the press, and the church, in all their purity and power. 
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Our single trust and hope are in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
to save MS as a herilage of fi^eedom, from destruction, or 
from a warlike, Roiuao ambition, worse than destruction, 
Tliia and Ibis only can dariiy the intellect, exalt the aims, 
chasten the passions, and sanctify the career of a mighty 
people, bursting away in their untamable energies from all 
the revered lanilmarka of the past, and Reeraingly tating 
counsel chiefly of their own impassioned youth. But God 
■works by human ageiietes. And this Gotpel, divine as it is 
in its source, and comiietent as it is as an illuminator and 
Mentor, needs to be sent abroad as freely as the flowing 
waters, and the sweeping breezes, to reach, and elevate, and 
save the millions of the ignorant, the superstitious, the de- 
praved, and the young, throughout our land. 

With these, and similar connected views of the value of 
Christian polities, we approach the subject o£ the political 
character and issues of this conquest, and we would consider 
it not for one moment aa partisans, for sueh we are not, but 
a* calm and impartial patriots, without reference to parties. 
Indeed, in the very matter of this war, so far as parties liad 
anythiijg to do with it, and any guilt rests upon its plannei-s ■ 
and acttffs, we see both the gi^eat parties involved more or 
less in carrying it on ; we shall not stop in this Eeview 
to ask, which was more, and which was less. Both pai'ties 
voted men and money. Both parties fought its battles. Both 
parties talked of the glory gained by the victories. Both 
parties liave brought home candidates for the highest national 
oflices and honors from its red fields. Both parties have, we 
believe, to a considerable extent given their sanction to this 
conflict, and endorsed its effects ; while in both parties have 
been found its earnest denouncers, in its inception, its pro- 
gress, and its results; witness the words of the great states- 
man of New England and those of the great statesman of 
the South i both eminent leaders of their respective parties. 
We choose then to regard tins war as the act of the COUJIU7, 
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and not the act of any party. As such we review it, erificize 
it, and condemn it. The nation's mind must have been par- 
tially clouded, and the nation's soul must have been tempo- 
rarily hardened, to declare hostilities and carry out this giant 
system of ^vil during two long years. At whatever point, 
or in whatever person or persona, the evil came to a head, 
the evil itself must have widely permeated the veins of the 
whole republic. No single act could have brought on the 
crisis, had there not been a general war-spirit smouldering 
deeply in multitudes of hearts, entirely irrespective of aU 
parties, which only needed one breath of the bellows to blow 
it into a flame. 

We think it better to attribute much of such movements 
in human alfmrs to the public sentiment that is behind all 
the forms of law, and that is mightier than tlie throne itself. 
"We prefer to take much of the guilt of (his and like deeds 
to ourselves, and to remember, that if we have not approved 
of the predSe thing in question, we have probably approved 
of much which may have been instrumental of leading to 
such a catastrophe. We have all dijiiik too much of the 
belligerent spirit. 

The demon of war has not yet been exorcised out of the 
heart of Christendom. We do much to pi-epare for war. 
"We educate our youth in war-history and war-poetry. We 
honor the soldier's calling, as a calling, yfe spend in time 
of profound peace more for war than wc do for peace. "Wo 
encourage military education, reviews, drills, musters. We 
manufacture myriads of arms. We put a musket in every 
house, and a sword in every hand. We stud our ports with 
grim war-ships, ajid encamp our mihtia in every village. . And 
it is not in human nature to be thus always and expressly 
and enthusiaatically preparing for a thing, and never doing 
the thing itself. Some militia may be necessary as a police, 
though they often occaaon more riots than they supprees. 
But the brtandle^ preparationa everywhere ma^o in al! 
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civilized countries for war, unquestionably do much to pre- 
cipitate international conflicts. Men wto have teen learning 
the art of destruction all their days, will occasionally seek 
and create tiie opportunities to reduce their art to practice. 
He who goes armed witli a bowie-knife, wiU be likely some- 

We proceed now, after these preliminaries, to consider 
some of the political evils which have resulted from the event 
in question. 

And in view of these evils, and of others which time may 
yet develop, we honor the fearless resistance, and the pro- 
phetic sagacity, with which the great statesman of South 
Carolina, in company with others, plead for deliberation, 
when the nation were about embarking precipitately ia the 

'■ El the present condition of the world," he said, " war 
was a tremendous thing. The whole sentiment of the dv- 
ilized world was turning stronger and stronger agiiinst 
war. And let us not, for the honor of our country, — for 
the dignity of the republic, be the first to create a slate of 
war. Mortal man cannot see the end of it, When I look 
and see that we are rushing upon tliis most ti-emendous event, 
I am amazed. I am more than amazed, — ■! am in a state 
of wonder and deep alarm." 

One of the principal justifications of this warfare against 
our neighbors was the alleged vindication of the national 
honor. We had been injured by Mexico, and we must return 
injury for injury. "We must show that we would not be 
maltreated with impunity. We must demonstrate by the 
glory of our arms that republican institutions could do as 
much, as those of a monarchy, to render us formidable in 
war. Such in brief was the argument. But we propose to 
suggest, that instead of " covering ourselves with gloiy," as 
the military phrase runs, we have contracted a seriou.s re- 
proach, .among the nations, and lowered instead of raising, 
thie trae re^tutatiou of the United States, aa a republic. 
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We are far from denying that the words, " national honor " 
are words of pith and moment. Though often used pro- 
fanely, they have a sacred signilicance. They are cajiable 
of making the heart beat quicker, and of rousing in the true 
man a noble thrill of sentiment. True national honor is 
worth everything. ^ is the national soul, the pulse of the 
inightj' national heart. Who is willing to live 'in national 
disgrace, and to be ashamed when he is abroad among the 
nations, to have it knoivn that he came from such a place, or 
that he is the citizen of such a land ? Who of any country, 
though he be an Icelander, or a Kamtschatltan, but takes an 
honest and an honorable pride in the land that gave him 
birth? And that land, tJiough it be the frozen north, or the 
desert south, who does not glory, if he can call it his own, 
his native land, in its being kept untarnished infame? Such 
is the feeling of all men, savage and civihzed. 

But men misjudge. They do not see what true national 
honor is. They think it is territory, or wealth, or armies, or 
success in war or diplomacy, or some other factitious thing. 
But it is a great error. The noble and honorable nations of 
antiquity, aa they now stand in the eyes of the world, were 
the just and upright and pacific nations. Tiieir glitter and 
gold hav& all perished. But all that they did of the True, 
and Good, and Just, and Beautiful, now lives in eternal 
remembrance on the breathing canvas, and the imperishable 
marble, in song and never-dying history. The gross and 
sensual, and rich and extended empires of the old world have 
rotted out of the record of mankind, for they did little worth 
preserving. While a magnanimous act in the humblest town 
or city has survived, and is borne on the wings of tame all 
over the earth. There is a retribution in history. 

Much is said of rational honor. But what is highly 
esteemed among men is abomination with God. If we would 
seek lie true honor of our own country, we shall use our 
influence to carry out the principles and ideas of Free Insti- 
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tutiona to their full extent. "We shall frown upon all attempla 
to cast down those glorious principles and ideas to the base 
and vulgar glory of ages of barbarism. It is no honor to us 
that we have three millions of slaves. It is no honor to us 
that we, the etronger republic, and one that can afford to he 
generous, should make war upon the weaker, one. It ia no 
honor to us to grasp the whole continent, when we find it a 
sufficient work to take care of what we have. But so far as 
we do what is just, pay our own debts, live in peace with our 
neighbors, give the poor Indian and African their due, carry 
forward education and morality, and enterprise in every direc- 
tion, and at once civihze and Christianize our, vast popula- 
tion, we are on the high road to honor, and shall live on the 
brightest pages of history. So may it be, should he the 
prayer of every true American. 

But the whole war-system of the civilized countries is 
false and disHonorable, War is for savages, not for citizens, 
gentlemen, and Christians. Its direct effect, as far as it goes, 
is to carry back civilization some degrees towards barbarism. 
It is the animal in man, triumphing over the human. It ia 
an appeal to force, not to right. It is poor policy, as well as 
bad morality. It generally loses in the end more than it 
g^ns. It may gain notoriety, but it destroys true renown. 
It niay conquer new lands, but it wrecks character. It is 
antagonislical to Chiistianity, and thereftre it must he false 
and wrong, and in the end evil, and evil continually. 

We have not been able to see, thus far, much difference 
between this and most other wars. It probably had aa 
much cause to excuse its origin, it has been as well con- 
ducted, it has bad as good a close, as most otlier wai-s. IVe 
believe it is unjust, that it had no adequate reason to justify 
it. We believe it is a disgrace, and not an honor, to the 
American name. We believe that its victories are not glo- 
ries, and that its results wilt not be blessings. We know 
that tlie conscience of the civilized world, and tJie sympathy 
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of Christendom, are against us, as they always are against 
ihs powerful in tlieir contests with the weak. And it needs 
no jirophet's eye to read, in the future, tlie impartial con- 
demnation of history. There we shall be defeated, witJiout 
douht and without help, however successful we may be in 
blowing up Mexican cities and dispersing Mexican armies. 

But tliis war is only a small part of a great system, — 
the war-system of nations ; and tliat system is unjust, inglo- 
rious, murderous. Wliat we would scourge most sevei-ely, 
if we could wield the pen of a Juvenal or a Pope, would be 
tliis whole childish, ridiculous, if it were not much more, 
this wrong and inhuman method, of settling national dis- 
putes. Our Mexican War is as good, and as bad, as the 
war of France against the Algerines, — that of the Russians 
against the Circassians, — and that of the English against 
die Sikhs. And, if we speak of dismemberment, Poland 
BOW stands not alone. 

"What national honor, in fine, could be gained in a contest, 
which, before it broke out, Mr. Tliompson; our Minister (o 
Mexico, s!ud, in his " Recollections,"* would be inadequately 
expressed by an encounter between " a feeble woman and 
a, strong man armed! " 

The political evils of national debt, loss of life, and acts 
of barbarism, liave already been descanted upon at length. 
We proceed to consider some other miscliiefs, that may be 
classed under the head of " politicah" 

The recent war with Mexico liaa produced a kind of dvii 
warfare in our own borders. It has been a veiy embiltei'ed 
topic of debate and diWsion. It has been a firebrand of con- 
tention and anger, on the floor of Congress. The press has 
distilled gall, when the subject has been iutrodnced. And, 
worse llian all, it lias created strong sectional alienations,, 
exasperated all the local strifes of the country, and added 

« Eecoliecrions, p. 345. 
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new venom to politics. It has brought up tlie quesiion of 
slavery, and not brought it up in auch a way that we can 
hope for a happy issue from it. 

Words ai-e not, it is true, hullels, and the pen, however 
sharp, does not prick like the bayonet; but the earnest lover 
of his country will deprecate tlie occasions of violent party, 
and especially sectional conflicts, if they can be avoided 
without the sacrifice of prindple. A quarrelsome nation is 
but a more extended quarrelsome family. And aa, in do- 
mestic life, we think it wise to shun petty bickerings, so in 
national life, great animosities and the causes that fan them 
up, should be carefiiUy avoided. There will be more or less 
friction in the social, as in mechanical machinery ; but, in 
both instances, it is well to reduce it as much as possible. 
"Fi-aternity" is one of the great wonls of a tnie national 
motto; and no "root of bitterness" should be lightly suf- 
fered to spring up and (rouble us. The spirit of war is 
essentially a spirit of discord at home, as well as abroad. It 
fends to shake, everywhere, the pillars of confidence, good 
wll, and a good understanding between citizens, if they be 
on opposite sides of party lines. 

The Mexican War will be a standing topic of crimination 
and recrimination, through the pi-esent generation, if not 
during a longer time. It has sown our soil with dragons' 
teeth, and they will spring up armed men. It lias started 
questions of free territory, slavery, boundai-ies, pensions, 
private claims, and new schemes of conquest and annexa- 
tion, that will embroil the next fifty years, both in our pub- 
lic councils, and among the people and tlie press. These are 
no contemptible evils, when wo remember thsU union is the 
strength of a republic, and peace and_ love the first duties of 
the Christian code. 

So far especially as the Mexican conquests have banded 
North and South agiunst each other, and, by widening our 
domains, weakened tJie joints of our body politic, they are 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



POLITICAL EVIL3 OF THE TFAB AT DOME, 177 

greatly lo be deprecated. la this aspect, they war against 
the glorious sisterhood of the Stales, and pa\e the way for 
no remote dismemberment. By introducing into the righta 
and privileges of American citizens a horde of "outside 
bai'barian*,' the mongrel races of New Mexico and Califor- 
nia, they have cheapened the American birthnght, and loos- 
ened the very comer-stone in our fabric of Federal Free- 
dom. If Ihe spirit, of which this invasion is the first-fruits, 
be not speedily and effectually discountenanced, the day 
cannot be £tr distant when a rupture will take place be- 
tween the widely-separated Slates, and clashing interests of 
different sections of our beloved i-epublic, tiiat will prove 
incurable. War, in its Anglo-Saxon derivation, means 
"beware;" and well would it be for us, as a people, if the 
catastrophe which lias befallen us should put us on ourguai-d 
against evils yet to come, and, above all, the final dissolution 
of the American Union. 

Again ; the liberties of mankind, as all history teaches, 
are so hable to be stolen away fi-om the unwary many by 
the crafty few, that we can neveE be too watchful of their 
unimpaired preservation. The forms, too, of freedom may 
survive, when the sphit has ebbed away. A republic, like 
a churcli, may have a name lo live, when it is dead. "Wliat, 
then, needs our perpetual vigilance, as citizens of a free 
land, is, that the great ideas, out of whidi our Stale and 
national constitutions were bom, may be maintained, in their 
original power, in the minds of the people. There is a 
meaning in going back to the fathers of Ihe Kevolution ; for 
we are then In reality going fonvard in the pi-ospectivc 
career which they marked out,' — in that heroic, and, eo to 
say, inspired age of the nation. But, as the love of money, 
Ewnbition, ease, familiarity with free institutions breeding 
contempt, corruption in high places, and the power of dema- 
gogues, wax stronger, and mould to had uses lai^e and un- 
suspecting parties, it is impei-alively necessary lo quaff anew 
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of the spirit of 76 ; and, if we do not serrilely copy what 
the sages and heroes of that period did, yet it is wise to 
conaider what, under the influence of such a life-giving, 
and comparatively disinterested spirit of freedom, as then 
burned in their hosoms, they would now do, were they in 
our places. 

"War is, in itself, a temporary despotism. Slavery is a 
tremendous evil ; but he who hates slavery should just as 
cordially hate war, for war gave birth to slavery. The cap- 
tives of war are the victims of slavery. The African sla^-e- 
trade feeds on war. But, more than that, war enslaves 
those that are engaged in it. Soldiers are slaves. The infe- 
rior officers are all slaves to the superior; and the whole 
array, or fleet, are subject to the most absolute, and often 
tyrannical despotism of one man, the commanding genei-al. 
They have no wills, or consciences, or hearts of their own. 
If they are ordered to kill the widow's only cow and bum 
her cottage, they must march up and do it, without flinching. 
He who undertakes to have a private opinion of liis own in 
an army, will soon find out his misfake, by means of cash- 
iering or the cat-o'-nine-tails. The defender of war is 
obliged, from the necessity of the case, lo defend this abso- 
lutism ; for otienvise tliere could be no marching or fighting 
to any efficient purpose. The better slaves, the better sol- 
diers. The more total, and unquestioning, and mechanical 
the obedience, Ihe more fit and successful is the army for 
accomplishing its objects. Can that be a good institution 
that makes men into machines, that enthrones another's will, 
however wicked or arbitrary, over the wiUs, consciences, rea- 
son, and every " faculty divine," of thousands and tens of 
thousands of responsible and immortal beings? 

"We have already recorded the words of Madison, in which 
he warns his countrymen to beware of the despotic influence 
of war. It was timely advice. We would single out, 
indeed, no one man, or class of men, as aspiring to destroy 
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the liberties of their fatherland. But we cannot avoid see- 
ing tliat every war fuimislies an occasion for a daring march 
of executive power upon t)ie otlier functions of government! 
for file creation of a multitude of offices, dependent upon, 
the gift of one man, or a few men ; for the elevation of 
mililary talents over those .of tlie civilian ; for the increase 
of a standing array, always a supple tool of arbitrary power ; 
foi"the erection of military governments over the conquered 
countries ; and for the introduction of officers into every 
branch of the government, from the higlicst to the lowest, 
■whose sole or chief distinction is p'rowess in ai-ms, and who 
would naturally make military maxims the basis of tlieir 
official administration. It was when the Pretorian Guards 
of Eome bore the emperor into olKce by their despotic will, 
that the mistress of nations began to decline. And when, in 
any nation, the glorious gifts of Christian statesmanship, and 
ripe experience, and large converse among men, and a life- 
time of civil services to one's countrj- and the world, are 
postponed and set aside for " the conquering hero," the 
Genius of rational, heaven-descended Liberty is ali-eady 
meditating her departure to some more congenial clime. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

POLITICAI, EVILS OP THE WAR ACKOAD, 

"Freedom is fighting her battles in the world, -nitTi suffi dent odds 
against lier. Let us not give new ctmncoa to hor foes." — Cuasnino, 

The Mexican War has done incalculable harm to the 
cause of liberty, throughout our country and the world. 
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This central idea of our govemment, institutions, and des- 
tiny, has been foully disowned. We had already done great 
discredit to our good name, by our violations of Indian 
treaties, our slaveiy, and our repudiation of Stale debts. 
But this attack on weak neighbors, to steal away their lands, 
is capping the climax of wrong and dishonor. See, says the 
monarchist, the aristocrat, your boasted government of the 
people can do as wicked and unjust things, as were ever per- 
petrated by the kings and kaisers of the old world. It ia 
the same game of ambition, oaly it is played by different 
bands. It is tlie ancient spirit in a new form. The reality 
is the same, sugar it over with fair names as much aa you 
please. "War is war, and tyranny is tyranny, and slavery 
is slavery, — ^hetier in tte United States, or Eome, or 
England, 

The example we have thus set before the world is a most 
noxious one. The sligma we have brought upon the name 
of Liberty will not soon be wiped out. We have caused the 
hearts of pacific lovers of freedom everyifhere to sink within 
them, at tlie speclacle of a govemment of the people forget- 
ting the rights and intei'csts of humanity, and waging, on the 
ground of the oid-world notions of retaliation, force, glory, 
security, and indemnity, a war of invasion, conquest, and ter- 
rible barbarity. 

But when, to all these considerations of the unfavorable 
bearing of the Mexican war on the interests of ft-eedom at 
home and abroad, we add that it was begun, continued, and 
ended, to subserve the extension of slavery and the slave 
power, we have revealed its full enormity. That all who 
were engaged in the contest, as counsellors or actors, oa the 
American side, were actuated by this motive, would be 
more than any wise man would assert. But we regard our- 
selves as holding two impregnable and historical positions, 
when we maiut^n, that had it not been for the institution 
of elavery, Texas never would have been conquered and an- 
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nexed ; and that had it not been for the annesation of Tex- 
as, and Ihe dcBiig ibr more Mexiijan soil, not a drop of hu- 
man biood would have been shed, nor would such endeared 
names as "beautiful sigLl," "true cross," "holy cross," "sa- 
crament," ever have been raised from their innocent obscu- 
rity to become the dark and terrible iianiea of battles be- 
tween two Cliristian nations. AVe iiave ah-eady adduced, in 
the third cliapler of this essay, documenlai-y evidence from 
both the Executive and Legislative Departments of the 
United Slates, to substantiate these positions, "We need not 
recapitulate that testimony. Suffice it to say, that since that 
chapter was written, the most ample declarations have been 
published by some, who were pi-ominent in the measure of 
aiinexation, that tliey acted either under tlie influence of a 
panic got up for the occasion, that Texas was about to iJirow 
herself into the arms of some foreign power, or that pledges 
were given to insure their votes, wliich were not ai'terwards 
fulfilled. We hesitate not to say on these and previous tes- 
timonies, that the Texas plot was one of the darkest con- 
spiracies that history anywhere recoi-ds, agiunst human lib- 
erty ; and that the plot not only succeeded perfectly, but 
tiat it drew after it, as an almost necessary consequence to 
the same i-apadous scheme, a war of conquest, still further 
to extend this wicked and unnatural, and naturally injurious 
relation of absolute ])Ower on one hand, and helpless, hope- 
less servitude on the other, over vast regions of God's earth, 
among unborn millions of his children, and down through 
too patient years of wrong and suffering. What the result 
will be for the new territories thus acquired, it would be 
presumptuous to predict; we can only entertain the strong 
hope that the Proviso of Freedom, under whatever name of 
man it may be called, wiU be extended like the wings of a 
guardian angel over this immense wilderness of nature. 
But the feeling and the fear of bringing Mexican land, 
purged of slavery and Ihe slave-trade, under the dommion 
16 
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of the United States, cannot, in concluding this liead of the 
subject, be better expressed than in the stirring words of a 
Mexican poet writing at Ihe beginning of tlie war, end of an 
American one writing during its progress. Tliis lyi'ic is by 
Jose Ho Ace de SaltiUo.* 

'■ Huavkpn I from our Northern torilcrs 
Sounds Arista's bugle call ; 
On the banks of Bio Bravo 
Bursts the shell and plongbs tlie ball I 

" Ghastly hanfia in Tcnochtillan 
Strike th' old Aliee battlE-<lrum ; 
Sharp of Ijeak anfl strong of talon, 
Lo ! Moxitli's cnglos come I 

" Coldly siecp our elangliterod brothera ; 

While above their hasty graves 

Sounds the hurrjing hoof of rspLne, 

And Ihe robber-banner waves, 

"On thej come, the mad invaders, 
Like the fire before the wind ; 
rroodom's hnrvcst-field before them. 
Slavery's blackened waste behind I 

" Prom the sellers of God's image 
From the traffickers in man, 
Mother gracions, mother holy, 
Shield thy dark-browed Mexican ! 

"Hearken! np the EIo Bravo 

Cornea tho negvo-catcher's shoat: 
Listen ! 'tis the Yankee's hammer 
For^ng human fctlers out) 

" Let the land ive love be wasted, 

Blaek with (iro and rough with graves ; 
Better far for God and Freedom 
Die at onee than hvc as slaves I 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



POLITICAL EVILS OF THE WAE ABROAD. 183 

"We are few and lliey aro many, 

Strong in arras, and wealth, and pride ; 
But the saints and Iioly angeU, 
And man's lieiirt are on onr Eide. 

" Hark ! from ancient Tenochitlan, 
Sotiuds once more the Atzcc dnun ; 
Not for conquest,. not for vengeance, 
' Bnt tor Preedom, Fuitlt, and Home I " 

In the poem entitled " Yorktown," referring to the com- 
promises of the Constitution, and tlie perpetuation of slavery 
in the United Slates, Whittiev breaks forth in these indig- 
nant Stan z us, — 

" Oil! fields still green anfl fresh in story, 
Old days of pride, old names of glory. 
Old marvels of the tongoo and pen. 
Old thoughts which stirred the hearts of men ! 
Ye spared tlie wrong ; and over all 
Behold the avenging shadow full ! 
Your world-wide honor Btained with shame, 
Your Freedom's self a hollow name. 

" Where 's now the flag of (hat old war 1 
Where flow its stiipes ! Where huius its star t 
Bear witness, Talo Alto's day, 
Dart Vale of Palms, red Monterey, 
Where Mexic Freedom, young and weak, 
Fleshes the Northern eagle's beak: 
Symbol of terror and despair. 
Of chains and slaves, gd seek it theie ! 

"Laugh, Prussia, 'midst thy iron ranks 1 
Laugh, Russia, from thy Neva's banks [ 
Brave sport to see the fledgling born 
Of Freedom, by its parents torn ! 
Safe now your Speilhnrg's dungeon cell, 
Safe drear Siberia's frozen hell : 
With Slavery's flag o'er both unrolled, 
What of the New World feara the Old I" 
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But we have gained, still, say the war-advocates, a great 
renown, and made the nations of the earth, especially poor 
Mexico, trenihlingly afnud of us. This is one of the glories 
of wai", and its avowed merit. But is this a manly, a 
rational, or a Christian mode of reasoning? Love is as 
much better than fear among nations as it is among indi- 
viduals. If we have taught the nations to dread or hate ua 
for our injustice and rapacity, have we probably retarded or 
advanced the cause of freedom in the world .' We have 
taught them that republics can be as ambitious as'monar- 
chies, and can load their people with war-taxes as unspar- 
ingly, and squander their lives and happiness as recklessly 
and as causelesaly. We have shown that the eagle has 
claws aa sharp, and a beak as bloody, as the tooth of the 
lion, or the paw of the bear. Besides, the question is, whe- 
ther this reputation for military glory is what a nation 
should chiefly seek? Whether the arts of peace are not a 
better foundation for honor than the arts of war ? And 
whether those nations or communities, — tlie mobs of Euro- 
pean cities, the cabinets of, warlike States, the fierce, and 
brutal, and bloody men of the age, who have no just sense 
of the value of human life, and little touch of the spirit of 
Christ, — whether those are to be our judges, to whom we 
are to look for approval in our national acts? Are we 
to kill thousands for the sake of propitiating the military 
class of Europe, or any other quarter, to the opinion 
we are after all as adroit cut-throats as" they are them, 
selves ? Is such a character the one we should be 
lous to gain in the infancy of our republic? Is it not es- 
sentially a guilty, blood-stained glory, unbecoming a C 
tian people, and quite at variance with those smooth and 
honied professions of liberty and peace which have been 
upon our lips from the beginning ? Injustice never j'et 
gained sincere respect. The truth is, the nations hate and 
loathe U3 for this very war. They despise the cowardice 
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that pounced upon a weaker country, and dismembered ifa 
territory by force of arms. Tliis war has gained us the good 
opinion abroad of'none whose good opinion is worth possessing. 
Tlie political effect of the war on Mexico has been bad. 
Tlie whole attention of that country has been devoted two 
years to war. This cannot have been favorable to the work- 
ing of free iastitutions. The funds of the nation have been 
diverted into channels of barren expenditure, yielding no 
profitable returns. The talent, skill, power, and time of the 
Mexican people for two years have been turned away from 
all the works and processes of improvement, to the siege 
and the battle-field. Her commerce was destroyed, and her 
agriculture waited. The manners and moiuls of lai^e num- 
bers of her people were infected by the pernicious contagion 
of camp vices and habits. Her national pride and self- 
respect have received a severe blow, and prepared lier to 
strive with less "might and main" to perfect republican 
forms of government, or repel future iiivasiona. She has 
lost between one-third and one-half of her territory. The 
spirit of revolution, always rampant in her Capital and pro- 
vinces, has receiveda new impetus in the generally disor- 
dered state of the countiy. Her military leaders will gather 
new materials for civil contests in the measures that the war 
has developed, and new instruments to carry them on in the 
iiordes of disbanded soldici-s that are now thrown out of em- 
ployment, and are ready to join in any scheme of violence 
and plunder. So wide ha^e been these injurious influences 
upon the political weal of Mexico, that it has been sdd by 
competent authority on the spot, that "the whole male 
population of Mexico appears to be fast relapsing into a 
stale of brigandage," The system of guerilla warfare must 
have done much to demoralize tlie peasantry, and to infuse 
into the remotest sections of the country the deadly virus of 
war-habits, vices, cruelty, and abandonment of the regular 
occupations of industry and honesty, 
16" 
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Not the least of the erila of the war will be an increased 
hitteniess and hostility in Mexico against the United Slates 
and against free institutions. This was the result of the 
Texas difficulties, aeeording to Mr, Thompson, in his Eecol- 
lectjona of Mexico, " The feeling of all Mexicans towards 
us, until the revolution in Texas, was one of unmixed admi- 
ration i and it is our high position amongst the nations, and 
makes our nusaion all the moie responaible that every people 
Struggbnft (o be free regard us with the =ame feelings — 
we are mdeed (he looking ^la a in nhith they dre s them- 
seU ea As a philanthropi t I have deeply deplored the 
eftei-ts ot the annexation of Teiia upon tht. fcehngs of the 
people of all classea in Mcxro towaids thi» countiv as 
diminishing their devotion to republican institutions tliis 
shoul 1 not be so bul it \s ill be 

Much mdeed has been said of the yoliticil benebts accru- 
ing to Mexico from this conquest. But were these benefits 
commended to us as a people, we should not be long probably 
in testifying our repugnance to the mission of foreign proga- 
gnndists. We should altogelher prefer to manage our o\ni 
affairs in our own way ; and we should very much question 
the right of any nation, however wise, or good, or powerful, 
to rivet their measures upon us by force, slice off hundreds 
of thousands of square miles of our national territory, kill 
thousands of our citizens, destroy millions of our property, 
and ere the seal was hardly cold on the instrument of amity 
and peace, fo plot new schemes of invasion, or allow them 
to be plotted. So impcrfet-tly can we arrive at a true knowl- 
edge of the internal state of affairs in that unhappy, dia- 
ti-acted country, that only on the general ground indicated 
in these brief woi-ds do we come to the conclusion, that, 
though Pi-oiidcnco, in its wise chemistry, may elaboi-ale, 
even out of this war and its misene", good to the suffering 
republic, 3-et we have no commis-ion or license, as a nation, 
any more than individuals, to " do evil that good may come." 
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Kvil is evil, and sin is sin, and the consequences cannot alter 
the moral complexion of an act. No doubt, as Nature heala 
on her beautiful face the scars of the torn battle-plain, wipes 
away with her tears, shed from heaven, the stiuns of blood, 
and even clothes herself with a greener vesture and more 
blooming flowers than before ; so the infinite Providence, in 
which all worlds and all beings ai-e embosomed, with a like 
hopefulness and soothing eflii,icy of time, may work out of 
the bitter woes of war a gieater good than man thought of; 
but God's goodness, instead of exeuaing our wickedness, only 
makes it appear all the more guilty and shocking. Mexico 
may not fall. The blow she has received may rouse her 
latent energies of sell improi ement But if the period 
should ever arrive when the Invest republic on earth, next 
to our own, and the most hopeful and consistent. one, is blot- 
ted out of the record ot nations and bcLomes the Poland of 
the West, we shall stand condemned in the eyes of heaven 
and our own, as the authors of so tremendous a catastrophe. 



CHAPTEE XVII. 

THE NEW TERU I TORIES. 

"And what, in principle, is war? It is llie dud between nations, dif- 
fering In no raspocl from tlic duel between individuals, except ihat the 
Eutcessfiil combatant is nlloived to cnrry off as £poi! the cfTecla of his 
vanquished antagonist." — Bishop Potter. 

The acquisition of the territories of New Mexico and 
California is regarded by many as a sufficient compensation 
for all the losses and evils of the war, and a stunmary answer 
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to all objectors. The ports on the Pacific, 
extent of country, and above all the astonishing mineriil 
wealth are adduced as i-easons to satisfy us that it ivas well 
tlie war was waged ; as if tJiese good tiling^ were some fair 
exchange ; as if the question had been put to us, ivliat shall 
it profit the nation, if it gain tlic whole world, and lose its 
own soul of faith and fi-eedom ; and we liad seemed to 
answer, it shall profit us riolily, if we can gain San Fran- 
cisco, the Pacific port^ the Sacramento, river of gold, and a 
boundless extent of new lands. 

There are, however, important drawbacks to the value of 
our poasessioiis,'and to the satisfaction witii which an honest 
man can epeak of tliem. 

There is, in the first place, the way in which they were 
acquired, — by force, by conquest, by miglit, and not by 
right. As eai'ly as June 24, 1845, Commodore Sloat re- 
ceived secret and confidential oi-ders from the Navy Depart- 
ment, to employ his squadron in the Pacific in warlike 
operations, seizing and occupying San Francisco, and other 
Mexican ports, as soon as he had ascertained with certainty 
the existence of war between Mexico and the United States, 
Seven ships of war and between 2000 and 3000 men and 
ofiicere afforded him ample power to carry into execution 
hia ordere. Having heard rumors of the battles on the Eio 
Grande, he seiaed, July 7, 1846, Monterey, Upper California, 
widiout resbtance, and issued a proclamation,* in which he 
annexed the country peiinanently to the American Union, 
saying that "henceforward Califoraia will be a portion of 
the United States," and in which he assured the people, that 
" the same protection would be extended to them as to any 
other State in the Union ; " thus virtually excluding the idea 
of any changes in the government, which a treaty of peace, 
or the action of Congress might produce. In the language 

« 30ih Cong. 2d Session, Ho, of Eep. Ex. Doc No. 1, p. 1010. 
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of Commodore Stockton, "tbe intelligence of the commence- 
ment of bostilities between the two nations, allliough- it had 
[lassed through Mexico, had reached Comraotlore Sloat in 
(ulvaiiue of the Mexican authorillcs. When he first made 
his hostile deraonstralions, therefoi'e, the enemy, ignorant of 
tlie existence of the war, had regarded his acts aa an unwar- 
rantable exercise of power by the United States, and the 
most lively iiidigiiatioii and bitter I'esentment filled the coun- 
try." The motives under which the conqueror acted are 
portrayed in the following extract froia a letter to Coranian- 
dei' Montgomery, dated Monterey, July 6, 18-tG,* " since I 
wrote you last evening, I have determined to Jioist the flag 
of the United Slates at tliisplaceto-moiTow,asI woiiWyre/fr 
heing sacrificed for doing too much than too Utile." 1 he d m- 
ger to which he mas cxjwsed, of being Eaciificed for doing 
too little, was well set forth in a letter fi'om Mi Btnci-olt, 
Secretary of the Na\ y, which, after chiding liim loj i cm \m 
ing quiet fi-om June Cth, when he heard of the aflaiia on the 
llio Grande, till July 7th, when he crtptuied Monteiej, used 
lliis tone; t "hut your mixicty not to do wrong hiis led you 
into a most unfortunate and univari-anled inactivity." Would 
it not oilen be better for our country, and for all countries, 
if public oUieers had more of that " anxiety not to do 
wrong?" 

But the jiart enacted by Fremont in California suiTicicnlly 
indiLatid tliat he was there, and that he took part in the 
le^olutionary and wm-like movements, not without high 
authoiity implied, ihougli not perhaps distinctly expressed, 
lie leit bt Louis in June, 1845, on a topographical and 
Bcientific survey of Oregon and California, with a command 
of tixtyttto men and two hundred horses. The Oregon 
boundary was in dispute, but the California boundary was 

* SOtli Cong. 1st Session, Senate Rep. Cora. No, 75, p. 73. 

t 30tb Cong. Iflt Seasion, Senate. Rep. Com. No. 75, p. 71. Also. 
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clearly defined. And no armed party of men from thn 
Uniled States had any more right to be travelling in, and 
Burveying that country, than sixty armed Mexicansto enter 
FloHda and travel through it on a topographical and sden- 
tific survey. There was an ulterior motive besides science. 
It vraa remarkable too that several months had been devoted 
to California, which belonged to Mexico, and not a day to 
Oregon, whidi did belong to the United States. What Fre- 
mont's instructions were when he was sent out, are secrets 
buried in the archives of the Goveraraeiit. But the facts 
are indisputable. Fi-emont was Ihere, ready for any move- 
meaL He naturally awttkened llie suspicions of the Cali- 
fornian authorities. Gen. Castro, military commander of 
California, ordered him to leave the cotintry. But he took 
an intrenched position and avowed his intention, if attacked, 
to die in defence of the flag of his country, though he had 
dislionored tliat flag by confessedly planting it on tiie foreign 
soil of Mexico. He retired hoivever to the north, inio Ore- 
gon, before the forces of Castro, and was there readied by 
an oiScer, Lieut. Gillespie, the beaver of important despatches 
from the United States through Mexico, which he had com- 
mitted to memoiy, ihat chance might not betray them to the 
Mexican government. On the 10th of May, 1840, the par- 
ties met. Tiie nature of the message will best be told 
in Fremont's own language : " He bi-ought me a letter of 
inlroduction from the Secretary of State, (Mr. Buchanan,) 
and letters and papei-s from Senator Benton and his family. 
The letter from the Secretary imported nothing beyond the 
introduction, and was directed to me in my private or citizen 
capacity. The outside envelop of a packet from Senator 
. Benton was directed in the same way, and one of the letters 
from him, wliile apparently of mere friendship and family 
details, contained passages enigmatical and obscure, but which 
I studied out, and made the meaning io be that I was requii-ed 
by Iii6 Gdvemment to 'find ouf- any ftfrbign schemes in itla- 
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tion to the Califomiaa, and to counteract them." * He fur- 
tlier saya, "the letter from Senator Benton had a decided 
influence on my next movement^' Lieut. Gillespie also 
testified essentially to the same slateraent respecting hia 
instructions from the Lome government. Capt, Owens also 
declared before the committee on " California clfums," that 
he did not think the revolution against the government wouid 
have taken place, or the people been united without the aid 
and protection of Captain Fremont. They had not confi- 
dence enough in their strength to undertake the war without 
Buppoi't. Captain Fremont's party was strong and n-ell armed, 
and went together like one man. Another witness, I^jker, 
testified, " then commenced the revolution." t 

Turning hack from Oregon into " the unsettled parts of 
the Sacramento," and hearing rumors of warlike movements 
by Gen. Castro, Fremont put himself, June lOfh, at the head 
of the American settlers at their earnest request, joining 
them "with his party, and (what they deemed of great 
moment) hia name as an American officer." The first act 
of this clandestine war was the seizure of some horses of 
Gen, Castro. The fort of Sonoma was captured, and on 
July 5tli, the Califomians declared their independence, and 
adopted the figure of the grizzly bear as their standard. Soon 
afterwards, howevei-, Fremont and Stockton united their 
forces under the flag of the United States, and the republic 
of California had an even shorter existence than the republic 
of Texas. 

Thus by violence and conquest, hatched, abetted and con- 
summated belbre it was distinctly known that any declared 
war existed, was the territory belonging to Mexico torn 
away, and proclaimed to be an absolute and perpetual pos- 
session of the United States. la it not within the bounds of 
imagination to conceive, that had the English, instead of the 

• 30lh Cong, ist Scision, Senate. Ex. Dor. No. 33. pp. 373, 37*. 
t Sjth Cong-, let Scrtten, Scnata Efcjt. Com. "So. T9; pp, 88, rf9. 
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these o B ers wou daep^edb p ddo 

Th n o n e of p was f e U -a ed by 

the de na n wh h & o k on d o h offi ga e o 
those o e and ea Le o e 'k alh th n 

rehe and isu get * nh n hey e L n e e con e 
sedlj ac ng wi hou ^yha are ca ed e of ar f 

Frem n figli n ia he i know ed^ed on 1 s own hook J 
and S o k o o p d powe f om h s go emmen 

One word is due to Ni-W Mciico, aiter which other topita 
relating to the new territories acqiiii-ed, will be discussed. 
The conquest of this Mexican province was effected by Gen. 
Kearney with a command despatched for that purpose. But 
he overstepped the luie of authority, as did the officers in 
California, by erecting New MesJco into a territory of the 
United States before peace was made, and by absolving the 
inhabitants from their allegiance, threatening them with 
death, if they took up arms, § enacting laws, in some in- 

* Cntts' Conquest of Califomia,pp. 129, 130, 133, 157, 161, 163. 

t The juBlificaitioii of Mexican cruelties towards llio prisoners taken 
in the Texan war, was tliM tliey were rebels, trnitors to the govern- 
ment, and therefore deserved to lie imprisoned or exeeuled. SSlh 
Cong. 1st Session, Senate, 341, p. 72. 

J "In June of the year 1846, being then a brevet captain of topo- 
graphical engineers in the service of the United States, and emploj-ed 
as such in Culifomi&,he engaged in mititarf operations with the people 
of the country for the eatiiblishment of the indopendenee of CtJifornia, 
hrj'ure the existence of war betmeea tlie Uiiiled Slates and Mexico teas 
kitown, and waa successful in swd undertaking," etc. 30lh Cong. 1 st 
Session, Senate. Rep. Com. Ko. 75, p. 1, "I informed him, that I had 
acted solely on my own responsibility, and without any authority from 
the government !o justify hostilities." p. 13. 

5 Cutts' Conquest of California, p. 46, 51, 57, 58. Perhaps (he bc?t 
parallel to the ancient anecdote of Alexander and the Pirate is found 
in the following interview between Gen. Kearney and an Indian war- 
rior: " Jast as we were leaving camp to-day, an old Apache chief eame 
in and harangued the gsneriil thu^ .■ ' You haiis taken Santa Ffe, let Ofl 
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EtaiiceB cruel and unnatural, and forcing Mexicans against 
flieir will to become Americans. After the conquest, Texas 
claimed New Mexico as rightfiiily belonging to her, and 
endeavored to extend over it her juiisdiction and her system 
of slaveiy. What will be the result remains yet to be seen. 
She is proliibited hy the joint resolution of annexation from 
extending slarery farther north than 36° 30', but her laws 
make no such scrupulous limits to the dominions of oppres- 

The vast domains acquired from Mexico, partly under 
pretence of giving fhem a better government and free insti- 
tutions, have been more than a year since the treaty of peace 
m-as declared, deprived of any but a fluctuating military gov- 
ernment, without efficiency or consistency, and the prospect 
now is that this slate of things will exist for some time 
longer. The determination to reestablish slavery over lands 
(hat have been redeemed and emancipated from its curee, 
may still farther postpone the erection of suitable territorial 
governments. Meantime, slaves have been carried into these 
new regions, the buying and selUng of human beings has 
commenced, and the language of the slave press is, " Here 
is a vast field opened to the wealth and labor of the South, 
which if improved, promises a rich harvest. Slave labor 
can be employed more profitably in mining in California and 
New Mexico, than it possibly can be in any portion of the 
United States. Thus an extensive domtun will be created 
for slave labor, the surplus of which is now crushing the 
Southern states,"* 

Parts of Tamaulii^is, Chihuahua, Coahuila, and the whole 

1,-0 on nnrt take Chiliuahni ami Sonoia; we will go with you. Yoa 
figld foT tlie soil, we fiijU for plunder; so ux idHI agree peifa^i/. These 
people are baJ Christians; let as g^ve them a goad thrashing'" etc. 
CnpL Johnston's Journal, 30th Cong. 1st Session, Ho. of Kcp. Ex. Doc 
Ko. 41, p. 550. 

* The Xi:s!mll<: Uitlon, 1849. 

17 
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of New Mexico and Upper California, iiave all been added 
by the late war and tlie treaty succeeding it, to the United 
States. How much Uiis measure may have done to slake the 
natural thirst for territory may he considered, wlien it is 
kown, tliat, according to tlie statistics furnished Congress in 
1848 by the War Department, New Blexieo contains 77,387 
square miles, and California 448,691 square miles; or total 
526,078 square miles, or 366,589,920 acres. Besides this 
boundless sui-face, thatwould make more than eleven states as 
large as New York, Texas Las gmned additions to her before 
immense temtory, so that she possesses now 325,6'20 square 
miles, or 208,822,800 square act-es, or a region that would 
make, in all, more than seven States as large as New York ; 
and if united with New Mexico and California, would con- 
stitute a territory carved out of Mexico more than eighteen 
limes as lai^ as the Empire State, or more than one hundred 
and nine times as large as Massachusetts ; a li-act of country 
about as large aa England, Ireland, Scotland, France, Spaiu, 
Portugal, Italy, and Germany combined! 

But vast as these domains of New Mexico and California ai-e, 
the testimony of many travellers is, that they ai'o not highly 
valuable either for agricultural, commercial or maiiufacturing 



Col. Hardin, who was killed at the Batlle of Euena Vista, 
says, " irrigation is necessary to insure all the crops in Mexi- 
co." "Nothing strikes an American eye sooner, or more 
Btrangly, than the denuded landscape every where presented 
to his view in Northern Mexico." 

Major Gaines, another officer, says, " The country from 
the Nueces to the Eio Grande is poor, sterile, sandy, and 
barren, — with not a single tree of any size or value, on our 
whole route," Yet it was this disputed tract of desert that 
led to tlie first conflict of arms. He adds, *' I have no hesi- 
tation in saying that I would not hazard the life of one valu- 
able and useful man for every foot of land between San Vn- 
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tricio (or tlie Nueces) and the valley of tiie Bio Grande. 
The country is not now and never can lie of tlie slightest 

We liave already quoted Hon. C. J. IiLgersolI, as calling it 
'■ a stupendous desert." 

Euilon, an English traveller, &ay& of New Moiieo, " the 
general character of the department is extreme aridity of 
soil, and the consequent deficiency of wafer, which must 
ever prevent its being thickly settled. The valley of the 
Del Norte is fertile, but of limited extent, and other portions 
of the province are utterly valueless in an agricultural point 
of view, and their metallic wealth is greatly exaggerated." 

Lieut. Peck, of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, 
says, " tlie boundaries of the territory (New Mexico) have 
ne\er been very exactly defined, as a gi-eat share of the line 
lies over desert countries, where very little importance can 
attach lo any exact location." " Many niineraU, as iron, cop- 
per and lead occur in the mountains ; but situated at the dis- 
tance they ai'e from the markets of the world, they will hardly 
he wrought." 

Mr. Famham calls the east pai't of California, " a howling 
desolation." 

Of another portion of California, more to the west, Col. 
Emory of the U. S. A. says, " the land in the naiTow valleys 
is good, but high, surrounded every where by barren moun- 
tains ; and where the land is good, the seasons are too dry 
for men to attempt cultivation without facilities of in-igation." 
Speaking of alt the northern states of Mexico, he says, "in 
no part of tliis vast tract can the rains from heaven be relied 
upon to any extent for the cultivation of the soil. The earth 
is destitute of trees, and in great part also of any vegetation 

Captdn "Wilkes, commander of tie Exploring Expedition, 
gives no very sanguine views either of the agricultural or 
commercial prospects of California, denies the alleged supe- 
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rior excellence of San Francisco, as a great Pacific port, and 
eajs, "although I am not disposed to question its extent and 
^^iy, yet I think there are many considerations which show 
that it is not so well adapted for the purposes of trade, or 
facilities for promotingit, as ia generally believed." 

The testimony of some of these and other travellers ia, 
that the intellectual and moral aspects of the people are of a 
kin with the desert character of the soil ; that ignorance, 
licentiousness, idleness, intemperance, and every savage and 
every civilized vice, have a rank growth among the heteroge- 
neous population. Ruxton represents the whole people as 
bitterly opposed to the United States, in proof of which fact, 
60 far as New Mexico is concerned, he adduces the insurrec- 
tion ia which Gov. Bent, and his followers were cruelly mur^ 
dered. "We have made a poor bargain to wage an expensive 
and sanguinary war to attach such a country to our States, 
and mix such elements of ignorance, vice, and discord with 
republican blood. El especially has been the annexation, 
when in addition to the war we paid some «20,000,000 for it 
to Mexico, though as an act, we rejoice that it was done, if 
the land were to be taken, on the score of its juslice. 

We may then class this terrilory among the political evils 
resulting from the Mexican war. We had more land before 
than we could settle and till for years to come. We had 
room enough and to spare. The new teii-itories have intro- 
duced new topics of dispuie. They will require a lai^ 
standing army for their protection from the Indians, and 
others.* They expose our boundaries to perpetual inroads. 

* The eleventh nrticle of the Trcnty wilii Mexico ohligates the Uni- 
ted States to prevent the incursionfiof (lie Inflians from New Mexico, 
ajid C.iliforaia into the adjoining piovinces of Mexico, if necessary, by 
force of anna. Bat most cruel and dflvastating wars have been waged 
in IS48, and IS49, hy llio Indians both within our own and tlie lim- 
its of Mexico, against tlie provinces l;^ng on the Bio Grande ; and oa 
the other hand (he local Mexican authorities, as a desperate measure, 
hive offered Texan Iroops 50 dollars a head for every Indian killed, 
as if tlicy were so mnnj- ivild beasts ; 
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They are not in themselves generally ^ery valuable, except 
in certain narrow I rait*!, that mmister to the "auri sacra 
fames" the accursed hunger for gold "We have compelled 
many thousands of people in those regions to come under our 
government, which is far from practising on the doctrine of 
civil and religious iiLerty, and basing government on the 
consent of the governed. We had established military in- 
stitutions over these countries, and dissolved the allegiance 
of the inhabitants io Mexico, and annexed them to the United 
States, before a treaty of peace, the only proper tribunal, had 
decided where they should belong. We have inflicted a 
cureless wound upon the sejf-vespoct of Mexico, by dismem- 
bering with a violent hand her provinces, and destroying the 
integrity of the national domains. We have made an im- 
placable enemy where we needed a fast friend. And so far 
as we hv e unjustly, by might and not by right, acquired pos- 
•JCaSion of parts of Tamauiipas, Chihuahua, Coahuila, and all 
of New AIe\ico and Upper California, we must sooner or la- 
ter suflcr the most condign punishment for the gigantic 
wrong As surely as there is a God reigning in heaven, or 
a Proiidence faking note of human conduct, the day cannot 
be fai- remote, when we shall be overtaken by the penalty of 
the law we have broken. Yes, our punishment has already 
begun. The minisiersof InfiniteJustice are upon us. Eve- 
ry interest of our beloved country, social, pecuniary, political, 
domestic, and moral has felt the shock of this war. The 
f agle eye of Liberi^y has drooped in sadness at the triumphs 
of oppression. And the Keligion, whose interdict is, " Thou 
f^halt not covet any thing that is t!iy neighbor's," veils her 
holy face in abhorrence at the apostasy of her professed 
children. 

But finally, it is alleged that the new possessions are rich 

in the precious metals. Gi-anted. Let every liill be a 

Potosi, and every stream a Pactolus. Let millions of gold 

and silver How into the coders of our republic fi-om the 

17' 
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El Dorado of the Pacific. But ia it a wise prayer to pray 
(liat our eountjy siiould be exposed to such a templatiou ? that 
our countrymen should be drawn still deeper into the passion 
for money ? These lands \s'e have seen were aa much forced 
fi-om Mexico against her will, as the robher's booty is ex- 
torted from the helpless traveller by anns and threats. 

We beat, we threatened, we coaxed Mexico to do what 
was against her wishes and interest3. Can such treasui-es, 
thus procured, carry a blessing to their rapacious possessors ? 
Not if life has one lesson left to teach ; not if thei-e ia any 
truth in God's word; not if Providence has any oversight 
over human affairs. Ill-gotten riches, — when as a genei-al 
rule have they benefitted individuals or nations? Ai'ewe 
not rushing into the love of money, into extravagance and 
worldliness, and unrepublican and unchristian habita with 
sufficient rapidity, but we must invoke new powers from the 
god of gold to add to their momentum ? It is quite a sufll- 
cient offset, ia the judgment of not a few, to all the abomina- 
tions of this war, that it has resulted ' th <] ' t ^ 
so much more material wealth ; aa if h'U h nr t 

good of life, as if that were what we ra t Id th 
country, as if it were not the means of s m 1 t t 

intensity, the eager desire for gi«n, and mal L d U 

more than ever the deity which the m 1( t d r«l j 
Enterprise is spoken of; but had we al eady a, 

try resting on two remote oceans ? was h y 1 I f 

room? Could " the American multiplic t bl as lis 

been called, replenish the land to ov fi 
two centuries ? Must we cast covetous es 1 

bors' lands, because we are a progres peopl ? Head 
tlie history of the nations which have m t b d d 
the precious metals ; read the tales of Calif n hf th 
far developed, and then let the true lov f h tr} 1 t 

the friend of freedom and free institutions, say v.heihei li 
he were to select any mode of retribution for the stupen- 
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dous folly and crime of such a war, he could deTise any one 
iLat under a fascinating disguise carries a Pandora's hos 
of greater evils, tlian the acquisition of the gold lands of the 
Sacramento. The wounda of the sword may heal, but to 
pamper the lust for wealth is io inflict deeper wounds than 
those of the sword. The scars of the battle-field may be 
grown over by the unwepied powers of nature, and the bom- 
barded city may again be built, but the deep, eating canker 
of avarice preys upon the uation's inner life, and frets and 
poisons and consumes what is most fair and noble and 
great and good in the character of the chief republic on the 
globe. The ancient saying may be fulfilled, " He gave them 
their request, but ho sent leanness into their souls." Who 
that reviews the violent and fraudulent means employed 
to revolutionize and conquer California, can look with honest 
complacency on the gold coin stamped with that appeila- 
t on i' "Who that uader^tands in any measure what makes a 
State what constitutes the true grandeur of nations," but 
mu t liment with an unu ual bitterness of sorrow, thai, 
1 reaking away from the lugh .promise and beautiful charm 
(1 our youth ind abjun „ the splendid destiny of justice, 
peace and humanity, we should be content to crawl in the 
dust to scrape together a Uttle of the perishable pelf of the 
world ; and to care less for obedience to those eternal prin- 
ciples on which the moral universe is built, than for certain 
plantations stocked with slaves, certain harbors on the 
Pacific, and certain valleys barren in aught but the fiery 
gold!* 

* " lam a friend to gold currency, hnt not lo gold mining. That is a 
pursuit wtiich the Gxperisncc of nations shows to be both impoverishing 
and demoralizing to a nation. I regret that me have these mines 
in California ; but they a^(^ tlicro, and I am for getting rid of them 
as Euon as possible. Make the worthing as free as possible," 

" I care not who digs it up. I ivant it dug up. I wanllhe fever to 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



NEW SCHEMES OF INVASION AND ANNEXATION. 

" Peace is praeminentlj onr policy. Our road to greatness lies not 
ever the ruins af others, bnt in Ch<; quiet nnd psBceful doTelopment of 
oar immeasurably great internal resciorces,— in subduing our vast 
forests, perfecting the means of inlcrnal iatercontsc throughoot our 
indely extended country, and in draiving forih. its unbounded sgricnl- 
taral, manufscturing, mineral, and commercial resources. In this am- 
pJe field, all the indnstry, ingenuity, enterpriie, and energy of our peo- 
ple may find etnployment [or ocntnries to come; and through ita 
mecessful cultivation, we may hope to rise, not only tu a state of pros- 
perity, hut 10 (hat of greatness and influence over the desliny of llie 
human race, higher than lias ever been attained by arms by the most 
renowned nations of ancient or modern times. War, so far from ac- 
celerating, can hut retard our march to groalncsa." — CAUioira. 

The alleged benefit of war as ridding society of many of 
its worst members, and drawing off tlie vicious and aban- 
doned to supply the decimation of its boapitals and battle- 
fields, is very problematical. For it often returns home 
more vagabonds and villains, than it enlisted. It demoral- 
izes many who were beibro pure, and spreads by means of 
its disbanded troops an immoral influence far and wide in 
the land. A lai^e class of reckless, adventurous spirits are 

be over. I want Ihe minmg finished. Let all woit Ihnt will. TaA 
them ravage the earth — extiqiate and exterminate the mines. Then 
the sober indostry will begin which enricihes and ennobles a nation. 
Work as hard as we may we cannot finish soon." Speech of Mr. 
Benton in the Senate, January IS, 1S49. 
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educated and instigated in times of war to such a pitch of 
liardened brutahty, that they leam by practice to love to 
fight. They are intoxicated with tlie excitements of battles, 
and when peace is declared, they have become so enamored 
of the profession of the soldier, that they long for some 
new occasion for wielding the sword ; it matters little what 
the justice or merits of the cause may be, provided it open 
a theatre for bravery, promotion and pay. 

In accordance with these principles, we find that the sol- 
diers lately embarked in the Mexican Foray, are many of 
them anxious to go upon another human hunt. Some of tbem 
remained in Mexico, and enlisted in the army there. Some 
of them returned to Vera Cruz, and offered their services to 
Yucatan in the late con e t w 1 tl e Ind ans. But still 
others, — and it has be n dail 1} 1 nted th t (housanda are in- 
terested in the plan — l ro; o e to renew und r the pretext 
of " a Buffalo Hunt on h R o Grande the process of 
Mexican dismemberment, ■« I erect a ew republic out 
of the provinces be ween tl e b era Madre ind that Eiver, 
at first designed to be ndpiendent but aferwai-ds to fall 
into the hands of the Un ted S a es a r pe fruit from the 
tree. The press has b en full of n n o o i the subject. 
Information was requested I v Co g ess f on the PrBsident 
of the United States in relat o to the expedit on ; to whicli 
he replied that he had no offic al format on that any dtizen 
or citizens of the U tel States vere planmng to revolu- 
tionize any part of M xico 

But however this par ular plan miy be t is sufficiently 
evident to all, that tl swu las gven o r oualrymen a 
taste for national a^randizement, thit n 11 a k for more and 
more. "When the w Id b a 1 1 as hpped h s ngue in blood, 
he rages for new prey. The strong passions that have 
been quicliened by this conquest will not soon subside. 
The Sierra Madre republic may become an exploded idea, 
but not so the ambition and reckless spirit of adventure and 
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free-booting out of wliich it sprang. Intimations have been 
given, in quarters entitled to serious craisideratiiM, tliat Cuba 
would be a desirable and easy acquisition for the United 
States,* The present spirit, if Itwig indulged, will become 

• The following documenl, wliicli camB out several months after the 
text was written, proves iJint tlie fears expresseil there have not been 
groundless. 



There is reason to believe that an armed expedition is about to be 
fitted out in the United States nith the intention to invade the Island 
of Cnba, or some of the provinces of Mexieo ; the best information 
whieh the Executive has been able to obtain, points to the Island 
of Cuba as the object of this expedition. It ia the dot/ of this 
Government to observe the faith bf treaties, and to prevent anj 
aggression by onr citizens upon the tcrritoiies.of fiiendly nations. 

I have therefore thought it necessary and proper to issue lliis pro- 
cloinatinn to warn all citizens who shall conneet tbeinscFves irith un 
enterprise so grossly in violulion of our treaty obligations that they 
toII thereby subject themselves to the heavy penalty denouneed 
against them by our acta of Congress, and will forfeit their claim to 
the protection of their cotintry. No such persons must expect the in- 
terference of this Government in any form in their behalf, no matter 
to what extremities they may bo rodoeod, in consequence of their 
condaci 

The enterprise to invade the territories of a friendly nation, set 
on fool and prosecuted wilhin the limits of the United States, is in iha 
highest degree criminal, as tending to endanger the peace and com- 
promise tlie honor of the nation. And therefore I expect nil good 
citizens, as they regard our national rcpntation, as they respect our 
laws, and laws of other nations, as they value (he blessing of pence and 
the welfare of their country, to discoarage and prevent, by all lawful 
means, any such enterprise, and I call upon ever; officer of this Gov- 
ernment, civil or military, to ose all cfTons in his power to arrest for 
trial and punish every such offender against the laws providing fur the 
performance of our sacred obligation to friendly powers. 

Given nnder my hand the 11th day of August, intheycarofour Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fbrty-nlne, and 74th of the inde- 
pendence of the United States. 

Z. TAYLOR. 

3. M. Clattov, Secretary of Slalo. 
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a perfect lust of conquest, and overrun the continent, if not 
the world. The fasciniUing, but false idea of political pro- 
pagandism may yet wreck our faireot hopes, if it he not 
seasonably checked by an appeal to right and truth. God 
grant, in his infinite mercy, not for our sakea only, hut 
for the cause of dvil and religious liberty,* and free insti- 
tutions throughout the world, and the pi-ogress of humanity, 
that these pohtical evils, which we have considered, may 
so far be counteracted and neutralii^ed by the zeal and 
fidelity of the friends of peace, and all good men, that we 
may be spared from disunion, a profiigate ambition, 'and a 
warlike destiny .f 

* Who can fiiil (o rccognine the wisdom of the remarks of Mr. Pol- 
look of Pennsylvania in the House of Representatives, Jan. 26, lfii7 1 

" Do gentlemen desire the extension of our dvil and religious privi- 
leges T — the pure piinciples of republican institutions t The influenea 
of our example will accomplish this more speedily and certainly than 
the bayonets of onr soldiery, or the thunder of our cannon. Yon may 
conquer their tctitory, but yon cannot compd Che people to be free ; 
yon may overthrow existing governments, but you cannot establish, by 
the sword a system of sef/^govemment. Self-government imposed by 
force npon a people would be tyrauny to them." — Printed Speecli, 

t A bill was introduced into the Senate of the United Slates, May 
4, 1848, but not passed, to authorize tlie President " to take temporary 
military occupation of Yucatan," now the scone of a sanguinary civil 
war between the Spanish and Indian portioB of the inhabitants. A 
long debate ensued. 

Gen. Scott, senior officer in command in the American Army, ivroto 
a letter in 1849, approving of the annexation of Canada in due time 
to llio United States. 
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CHAPTER. XIX. 



" But glory, glory !" shout the defenders of the war. 
" Much that you say of iU evib may be true, but these eviU 
are counterbalanced by a greater good. The war wilh 
Mexico has won for our army and country a European re- 
nown. None win now ask where are (he United Stales, and 
wliat have they done ; Monterey and Buena Vista, Vei-a 
Cmz and Cerro Gordo have answered that question." 

The reply to this claim of glory has already been made 
in part in chapter seventeenth on the subject of true and false 
national honor. But the noxious spirit of military ambi- 
tion .among individuals, and the stru^le to rise by the 
arts of war instead of the arts of peace, have been increased 
by the late events ; while many care little what is for the 
honor and welfare of their country, provided they can win 
fame and place. 

The disposition to laud miUtary heroes, and thus falsify 
the true and christian scale of intellectual and moral great- 
ness, lias received a fresh impulse in the late atrocious war. 
The great men in these United States, who are they ? Are 
they the poets who are striking the finest chords of the celes- 
tial lyre, and awatening, by strwns of sublimity that will never 
die, the tastes and aspirations and immortal energies of men 
of all generations ? Are they the artists who are shaping the 
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marble into beauty, and giving life to Uie canvas, and thu3 
refining and elevating tiic soul of tlie ivoild ? Are they the 
oratoi-a who hiive jileud lor liberty with angelic toiigue, and 
urged the infinite coucenia of religion witli a melting persua- 
sion? Are they tlie princely merehants who have given 
their tens of thousands of dollars to the cause of education, 
and the welfare of a hundred ages to come ? Are they the 
retired aiid liurable scholai's, who, poor and unnoted by 
the ivorld, trim the lamp of learning, decipher the meaning 
of life, unroll the map of antiquity, and extract the wisdom 
of libraries, and the history of empires gone? No; our 
great men arc not poets, nor philosophers, nor philanthro- 
pists, nor artists, nor judges, nor jurists, nor statesmen. 
Sad day is it for humanity, when the heroes are the 
destroyers, and hosanuas are sung over ruined cities and 
sinking nations, to lliose whose weapons are not love and 
truth, but fire and sword ! 

Every pains is taken to make the soldiers and officers think 
that they are the greatest and best of their day. Doubtless 
they have often acted from an ardent devoted patriotism, 
and liad good intentions, tliough not the high standard of 
Christian duty. But we submit, that dinners and speeclies, 
triumphal arches and temples, swords and other costly 
presents, honors and titles, and all the " pomp and circum- 
stance" with which the troops and their officers are 
welcomed home from the scene of their tenible work, are 
calculated to start the germs of a dozen future wars in 
the breasts of the rising geaeration, and to make onr 
American j outh thmk that nothing is so glorious as war. 
Such is the praelieal lesson. This is our war-education. 

Tliis disposition to applaud the men of war, and to rai=e 
them to the highest offices in the State, and even to canonize 
their memories, as if they were also the brightest orna- 
ments of the church, has been conspicuously seen in two 
celebrated cases, belonging respectively to the two main 
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political parties of the country. "Without uttering a word 
to stir up the embers of etiife which are now going 
out, in the cold ashea of the dead, we are nevertheless 
clear in the belief that tlie choice of men from tlie battle- 
ground to guide the majestic counsels of a free Christian 
nation, is in exceedingly poor taste, bad policy, and worse 
moi-ality. David was not allowed to build the temple, be- 
cause he was a man of war ; those tt ho enter our consecrated 
temple of liberty ought to have pure hands andclean con- 
sciences, and hearts unspotted of their brother'a blood, else 
they are not fit for that place, however well tbey may 
be qualified for some other station. 

One objection is, that it is to employ men in one profes- 
sion who have been serving all tlieir lives in another, and 
very different one. It is not surely a wise man who gets his 
blacksmith to work dh his t«eth, or hires his house-carpenter 
to make a suit of clothes ; and yet there is really aa little or 
less incongruity in these respective callings, than there is in 
appointing military men, who are liable to be despots by 
the very nature of their command, to manage the civil con- 
cerns of a republic It is to introduce a martial spirit and 
war maxims into the administration of national affairs. It 
is to pave the way for future wars, to plaice camp-schooled 
and battle-tr^ned Presidents in the "White House, who may 
hoist a flag of defiance against the world, and who wiil 
be ready to foster that system of afiairs, in whose troubled 
waters they navigated their course to honor and renown. 
It is to repudiate siill longer, and to hold in abeyance 
for some centuries the precepts of the Prince of Peace. 
We want civiUans, not swordsmen ; Catos, not Cssars, nor 
Syllas at the head of Christian America. If our hearts, 
and our consciences were alive and awake, we should reject 
the idea with horror of making a military man the great 
man of the nation, and enthroning Jiim aloft, as our grand 
representative before the eyes, either of Chrisfendom or 
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heathendom. "We virtijally should say by such an act, thai 
13 our highest ideal of what a great and good man is ; Utat 
is the American man. 

It will not be one of the least of the disasters of this 
Mexican crusade, that it adds new force to a false principle 
in the working, of our goTerament, and opens still wider to 
military ambition, not only its peculiar field of distinction, 
but the nohlev walks of civil policy and national statesman- 
ship, where it propej'ly has no part nor lot.* It is time that 
a policy which is too manifest in its evil efiects, through all 
past history, should be abandoned forever by a government 
of the people, and a government, therefore, whose great 
interest is, and always must be, Peace, Peace. 

The illustrious "Washington, himself a warrior, has testi- 
fied against war. He says : " How mucli more delightful to 
an undebauehetl mind is the task of making improvements 
on the earth, than all the vain glory which can be acquired 
from ravaging it by the most uninlerrupted career of con- 
quests. How pitiful in the eye of reason and religion, 
is that false ambition which desolates the world with fire 
and sword, compared to the mildei" virtues of making our 
fellow-men as happy as their frail condition and perishable 
natui'cs will permit them to be I It is time for night^er- 
rantry and mad heioism to be at m end ' 

The true pitriot, therefore, is he who not only cries, 

«"'Ti3 not 111 bitllta thit from voatU wa trim 

The Goveinor who mast be wise end (.not 

And temper nitfi [he stcmnoss of the lirain 

Thoughts motheily and meek as womanhood 

■Wisdom doth hvewitli children round her kneea 

Books, leisure perfLit freedom and tl o talk 

Man holds with weuk-day man in the hourlv walk 

Of the mmd s bumness these are the degrees 

By which true Swaj doth raonot this ii the stalk 

True power doth grow on , and her n ^hls are these " 
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peace peace but eimestly eschew a wii lie most honora 
liis natiTe land and si on a lumatlf ila beiit triend and 
staunchest dtlender not ho [iiuio oil on the war-flame, 
and exhprts the j oung men to fight to then Lountry, " right 
or wrong," but who advocates peace, by woi-d and deed. 



CHAPTER XX. 

r OF OUR COUNTRY, 



" Yonr mission was, to bs a model for ftll goveinmcnts and fov nil 
other loss favoreil nntions; to ndhera to tlie most elevaWd principles of 
political mornlLtji to apply all your facultios to the gradual improre- 
mcnt of your owu inatilutiona and social state; and by your example 
to exert a, moral influcnca most beneficial to mankind at Isigo. Instead 
of this, an appeal has been made to your worst passions ; to cupidity, 
to tJiO thirst of unjust aegrandizemont by brutal force ; to the love of 
military fiune and false glory; and it bas even been tried to prevent 
the noblest feelings «f your nature. The attempt is made to make 
you abandon the lofty position whlcli jonr fatliers occupicii, to substi- 
tute for it the political morality, and heathen patriotism of tho heroes 
and statesmen of antiijuity," — Gallatin. 

One of the evils which llie success of the Mexican inva- 
sion has produced, is to foster the pernicious notion, that ive 
are, in these ambitious movements, following out our des- 
tiny.* Men have, in past times, committed the most abom- 

* "It is our destiny to oecupj that vast region" (Texas J. Mr. Cal- 
houn to Mr. King, Aug. 12, 1844. Append, to the Cong. Globe, asth 
Cong. 2d Sess. p. G. When Mr. Adams referred to Gen. 1 : 26, 27, 28, 
as the ground of the Amoricau litlo to Oregon, )io was asked by Mr. 
Kaufman of Texas, if it wonld not apply equally well to the Bio 
Grande. 
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inable deeds under the holiest sanctions and pretexts. The 
first conquest of Mexico was achieved at an awful cost of 
human life, under iJie plea of extending the kingdom of 
Christ and the church. The second conquest has been per- 
petrated under the audacious assumption of fulfilling the 
plans of Providence by extending the so-called "area of 
freedom," and accomplishing the destiny of the Anglo Saxon 
race. Many words are not wanted to expose this infatuation, 
as it has already been handled in an earlier connection of 
this Review. 

There is a genuine Anglo Saxon destiny, of which we can 
conceive, that would be truly glorions in itself, and benefidaJ 
to mankind. But it is a destiny <rf liberty, not of license. 
It is a destiny of peace, not of war. It is a destiny of justice 
and noble ideas, not of invasions and violent annexations. 
It is a destiny whose emblems and imjdements are not the 
bomb and the bowie-knife, but the printing-pi-ess and the 
Bible. It is a destiny of riusing up the fallen races, and 
administering wise and equal laws, wherever our dtaniniwi 
extends, not of trampling under the hoofs of the war-horse 
the prostrate red man, black man, or " dark browed Mexi- 
can." Science, commerce, and Christianity have given Eng- 
land and the United Slates, the two Anglo Sason powers, 
tm almost immeasurable influence over the rest of the human 
family. But God has put this sceptre into their hands for 
no idle and vain-^lorioua purpose, but to promote the welfare 
of mankind. Did the grand vision of a true and providen- 
tial destiny, tlie real mission God has sent (hem to accom- 
plish, dawn upon the minds of our statesmen and orators, 
our rulers and people, they would sheathe the sword for- 
ever. They would "trust not in uncertain riches, but in tho 
living God ; " not in carnal, but spiritual weapons. This is 
the only worthy destiny; the only one that heaven will 
bless, or futurity honor. It is impious to talk as if any 
people were fated to be ambitious, and grasping, and a tenor 
1&* 
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to the race, and not a blessing. "We might with aa much 
propriety say, tliat an inJividuiil iv.os destined to be a knave, 
or a mffiaa. The Croatot- has, in one sense, destined all his 
children to be good and true, to obey his laws, and share ia 
his promises. " He is not willing that any should perisli, 
but that all ^liould come unto repentance." But men have 
been gifted with tlie power of choice, and the opportunity 
of good and of evil, and if tliey come short of the gloiy of 
God, they may be said to have fi-ustrated the divine pkn, 
and not fulfilled their mission and destiny, as inimorial be- 

These two nations are capable, if tliey have grace to seize 
the memorable opportunity, of leaving a marlt upon the his- 
tory of mankind, " above all Greek, all Romau fame." They 
can make themselves felt for good, — we yet hope that in a 
measure they are doing so, — to the remotest isle of the sea, 
and to the savage tribe, ivliose name even has not yet been 
domesticated in a, civilized tongue. They have the saving 
ideas of Science, Freedom, and Christianity, that are able, 
if diffused, to keep the life-blood floiving, in strong and pure 
tides through their own hearts, and also to stir the deep sleep 
of jMiganisia with fresh and waking pulses of regeneration. 
They have both the personnel, and the materiel, the ships, 
tools, arts, studies, truths, men, to do this magnificent work. 
They and their allies of kindred European races, if faithful 
to the high vocation, wherewith they ai* called, and "obe- 
dient to the heavenly vision," can, in two centuries, change 
the aspect of the whole habitable globe, and make the soli- 
taiy place glad, and the desert blossom like the rose. 

Bat if, abjuring this kingly power of beneflcenee, and 
turning away from tliis subhme mission of i-ealizing the 
kingdom of Christ on earth, they bow themselves down to 
the base uses oi' Slammon and of Mars, they will fling away 
an opportunity of usefulness, sucli as has been i-are5y afforded 
in any juncture of liisiory. If they consent to track the old 
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bring oilier tribes and n d 
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they ave destined to a no pas ui 

dally acting on them p ed 
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whips enough to sc m Th m n 

which might have pro m cal 
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millstones about the: ks p d n p di 

Destiny is a fearful d w 

remember most vividl m man 

colled himself tlie " h d b 

iiant as it ivas, rushed h m m n 
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nations are, doth no Lo p h 
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judges of tlie earth oa an y 

To «se an asti'on mi i5<nire ur na g b his 

enough centrifugal imp l»o h ds re p 

tendency. It flies round and round witli feai-ful sweep and 
speed, but may heaven grant, that it be held to the only trae 
centre of its rotation, God. For a long time past, we have 
been but too boastful of our career, as if we could run any 
race out of the circumscription of the Deity, or attain any 
destiny but perdition, unless we followed his eternal ordi- 
nances and achieved his plan, and not our own caprice. Blind 
and foolish indeed must we be, if with the combined lights 
of history and Christianity on our path, we see any other or 
grander destiny for ourselves as a republic tlian tlmt of 
righteousness, and freedom, and peace. "Peace bath her 
victories no leas renowned than war." If the Anglo Saxons 
have any other destiny than that, let tliem beware before 
they run upon the thick bosses of those hucl;lers of the 
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Almighty, which have already drank up tlie blood of tha 
proudest victors. God keep us from our own worst passions 
under a sanctified name ! 

Besides, the extension of our arms is far fi-om being the 
extension of our ideas. We are far from believing tliat our 
armies liave been missionaries of liberty or the cross to our 
semi-civilized neighbors. The battles they have fought have 
not been the triumphs of the Prince of Peace. The thou- 
sEmds killed will not be regarded as martyrs to the arts and 
sciences. The blood of Buena Visla and Cerro Gordo will 
not prove the seed of a new civilization. Battered cities, 
and ravaged farms are not the most significant tokens of the 
march of improvement. For we cannot suppose, that Mex- 
ico, after all the infinite evils and suCerings we have heaped 
upon her, will love us or our institutiona any better than she 
did before. We have, on the contrary, violently aj'rested all 
those gentle and irresistible processes of assimilation and 
amehoration which were in liappy progress, and taught her 
diildi'en to curae " the men of Northern tongue " No ; the 
■voice ol hiatorv is clear, that the conquered hate the conquer 
ora, ind all that belongs to them, and vtiy reluctantly, if 
ever wdl thej adopt their religious belief, social usages, 
forms of fxovemment, art-, and sciences, anl methods ol 
sjhancement, except by stem compulsion The \ery idea 
of fighting a nation into a love of progress, is preposterous. 
We cannot overlap another country with our improvements, 
or put upon one civilization the party-colored patch of an- 
other. The spear is no instrument to take the place of the 
pruning-hook, nor the sword to do the work of the plough- 
sliare. The tree of civilization witiiers and dies, when 
watered with liuman blood. 
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THE STATESMAN S KETIUBPTIOS. 



math kBB frcqmiiit." — Fbanklih. 

BoDERT Hall remarks iri liis liefleefions on War, that, 
"if ata,tesraeti, if Christian statesmen at lea^t, hfid a. proper 
feeling on tliis subject, and would open their liearts to the 
reflections wLicli such scenes must inspire, instead of rushing 
eagerly to arms, would they not try'every expedient, every 
lenient art consistent ■with national honor, before tliey ven- 
tured on tids desperate remedy, or rather, before they 
plunged into this gulf of horrors?" None but an affirma- 
tive answer can be given to such a question. But the diffi- 
culty is, that many statesmen are not Christians, and tliat 
they do not have a proper feeling on tlie subject of war. In- 
deed, as a genera] rule, it is not warrioi-s that make war in 
this age, so much as it is statesmen. -Warriors know what 
■war is, and they do not involve nations in a conflict so readily 
oftentimes as those who only know the theory of war : wlule 
statesmen, sitting at their eiise, in cabinet or congress, by a 
vote or a slip of the pen, gather vast armies to the fleld, and 
give the signal for great nations to dash themselves agsunst 
each other in mighty conflict. They liave little proper feel- 
ing of the waste in war of life, treasure, happiness, virtue, 
liberty. 

They know not what they are doing, or if they know, it 
is a dreamy, misty, distant, and uufelt species of knowledge, 
tliat does not press with any motive-power on the springs of 
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actioB. O.ie daj'g hard march over the baming plain, one 
hour of Curro Gordo, one night's fevered watddng in the 
Jiospital, the amputation of their little finger, would teach 
Ihem more wliat they rea,lly do when they set a ivar in opei-a- 
(ioii, — its wounds, and paiua, and horrid deatlis,— than tlie 
whole experience of -their life-time. " I have read," said an 
actor at Palo Alto, "many accounts of battles, but never a 
description of one." 

The lale sanguinary contest was originaied in political 
causes, aa ah^ady demonstrated. It was not generals but 
politicians that filled the magazine, and laid the filial train. 
There was a huge mass of combustible war-passions lying 
latent and ready in the American population, but they are 
chiefly respousihle at the bar of God and man, who wittingly 
and deliberately touched the explosive spark. Had there 
been any " proper feeling " in the great body of American 
statesmen, of the evils and gnilt of war, they never would 
have voted men and money with overwhelming majorities in 
both houses of Congress to wage a distant and invasive war- 
fare beyond the limits of our own country. Many of those 
men have ali-eady lived to lament the act into which they 
were betrayed by a sudden temptation, and many others will 
yet live to see the day when they shall bitterly deplore tliat 
deed of darkness, and all its evil consequences to their coun- 
try and the woi'ld. They mistook the age in which they 
lived, when they feared to be called peace-men. They did 
not anticipate llie gloiy whicli would encircle the immortal 
sixteen, " faithful found among the faithless." If ever an 
earnest rebuke were deserved by large bodies of men, it is 
by those who at first weakly yielded to the call for mUlions 
of money and thousands of men, and voted year after year, 
after the odious schemes of conquest and slavery were dis- 
closed, still to uphold sucli a system of wrong and wretched- 
ness. The inconsistencies of political men and parties ni-e 
ti,o glEiring to be allowed to pass without uotice and severe 
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condemnation. Professing freedom, they waged a wai- to 
extend slaveiy. Calling tliemselvea the friends of tlie people, 
they sanctioned and supported a war tLiit loaded their country 
■with a heavy war-debt, and sent misery into multitudes of 
once happy homes. Putting peace fonvard as their policy, 
they have been contented with waging, for the short period 
of ila eoatinuanee, one of the sharpest, bloodiest, and most 
injurious of wars. Advocating universal humanity, and the 
righte of man as men, they have forced our free institutions, 
as we call them, by stress of arms upon large portions of a 
foreign land and a foi-eign people. Sucli palpable and llagi-ant 
violations of right and justice will bring a retribution sooner 
or later to the authors of the war, and will involve many 
of the innocent with the guilty. Men of place and power, 
exalted as their position may be in the sight of men, are 
amenable to the laws of God. "The statesman's retribu- 
tion" is no empty phrase, but expresses a most solemn and 
instructive lesson of history. 

For it is well known the actual elfect of war is, that instead 
of raising poUtidans to honor and authority, it puts them 
Tery unceremoniously aside to make way for the elevation to 
the highest civil offices of those who hare fought their way 
to fame. The revolutionaiy war furnished one warrior, but 
more a dvilian than a wai-rior, for the Presidency. The war 
of 1812 supplied two candidates of opposite parties, who 
entered the "White House under a perfect whirlwind of 
enthusiasm. The war with Mexico has already given one 
incumbent to the lofty chair of state, and it has half a score 
of others in expectancy. Meanwhile, the great statesmen of 
the country, who have guided by their wisdom and eloquence 
the national councils, and who liave shed an intellectual and 
liistorical glory over the pages of the past, and who will live 
forever on the tongues of men, have" been passed by, or if 
raised to this more than kingly eminence, have occup'ied it 
but for tlie shortest possible period. 
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" Wken politicians bring on war," says the Wordi Americcai 
Eeitiew, Apri!, 1843, " they must pay the penalty. In repub- 
lics, if civilians wish to retain their just influence as states- 
men, they must preserve peace. War alwaj'S has given, and 
always will ^ve, in our own ind in every free country, 
ascendency to mihtary reputation Snitching the prizes of 
pohtical ambition from the politiLian it wUl carry the suc- 
cessful general to his •spala ot power Some of the poli- 
ticians who pushed this tountry into the war of 1812, still 
live to brood over the fact, that that wir riused up mihtary 
chieftains who clutched from their grasp the presidential 
crown, which othenvise would have encircled their brows in 
suTO succession. It is a most instructive circumstance in our 
history, that when James Madison, then at the head of the 
government, manifested a reluctance to favor a declaration 
of war with England, a committee of tliree was despatched 
fivsm a republican caucus to communicate to him the deter- 
mination of that party to insist upon the measure. The 
experienced wisdom of that great statesman was overruled, 
and constrained by the shorlr-sighted zeal of less wary poli- 
tidans. Of that caucus Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun 
were the master spirits, and of that committee they were 
members. Although quite young men they had, by their 
genius and eloquence, even then acquired the greatest degree 
of jwpularity that can be attained in the sphere of states- 
manship. The whole nation was waiting, with admiring 
eagerness, to confer upon tliem, one after the otlier, its high- 
est honor. They had their way, and war was declared. 
When the revolutionaiy series of Presidents was brought to 
a close, on the retirement of James Munroe, Gen. Jackson, 
the hero of New Orleans, took from Mr. Clay so many of 
tlie electoral votes of the IVest, and fr6m Mr, Calhoun so 
many of the votes of the Soath and Middle States, oa to 
leave them both distanced in the race. The popularity of 
Jackson yielded only to that of General Harrison, the hero 
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of Tippecanoe ; and a fresh crop of mifitary cliieflains has 
just been reared, to destroy, in all probaiiility, the last chance 
of these veteran aspii-ants for die gi-eat prize. It b not the 
least of the eminent sej-vices they have rendered their coun- 
try, tbat, in their bafiled amhitkin, the distinguished states- 
men and truly great men wlwm we have named, teadi to aJl 
coming times the saluiary lesson, tliat, if pohticians will have 
war, they must step aside forever fixim. the path of honor, 
and relinquish tlie posts of power to overshadowing rivals, 
ci-ealed hy their own suicidal hands. It is not unlikely, that 
(his lesson will be coiToborated by the political results of the 
war in which the country is now involved. Let us hope that 
it may make a deep and dui-able impression upon tliat class 
of pei-sons whom it so vitally concerns. When the leaders 
of parties become convinced, that in promoting warlike 
measures and a military spirit, they are digging their own 
graves, we confidently rely upon perpetual peace." 

The same gcnei'al rule has held good in regard to a host 
of other oIRces, The warrior has ever taken precedence of 
the statesman, liowever wise or great. We have preferred 
men of action lo m'en of thought, and have cared little appar- 
ently what their actions were. Nothing shows more dis- 
tinctly the low and coai-se type of modern civilization than 
this choice of warriors to conduct the afiiiii-s of Christian 
nations. No mistake could he gi-eater than for civilians to 
encourage the madness of war, and hope in times of turbu- 
lence to rise to honor and place. For by every war they 
foment and wage, they are ctdling into existence numbers of 
popular and well-known rivals, who will easily distance them 
in any i-ace for office. However well educated, large in 
experience, ripe in civil wisdom, eloquent in council, sagacious 
in trouble, indefatigable in serving the country, patriotic in 
sentiment, and really laboring for the tnie glory of the land 
and the true good of llie human family, the mighty oralor, 
tbe profound statesman, the far-famed jurist, or the unsuUied 
19 
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patriot will be bmshed aside from the path to honor of the 
successful warrior, aa if he were a mere fly. The motto at 
the head of this chapter is significant. When will politicians 
learn wisdom? When wiU they pause before they make 
wars, vainly hoping thus to gain poptdarity with their coun- 
trymen? "V^lien will they cease to be instrumental of the 
bold incongruity of mingling the despotism of war with the 
working of free institutions, and the professions of a Chris- 
tian people with the morality, manners, and spirit of the 
camp ? When will they open their eyes to the fact, that so 
far as they encouraged the spirit of war in their countrymen, 
they ai-e preparing trouble and ruin for the days to come; 
that they are going counter at once to the dictates of repub- 
licanism and Christianity ; tliat they are reversing the pro- 
gress of the world, and bringing back the s^es of darkness 
and blood ? And when, especially, will they learn that im- 
pressive lesson of the past, that statesmen however eminent, 
legislators however sagacious, diplomatists however success- 
ful, and juiTsts hcwever learned, will stand no chance in the 
competition for political honors and office with him who has 
smelt gunpowder? The highest admonitions of patriotism 
and religion thus combine with the lowest of self-interest to 
warn them against the folly and the wickedness of seeking 
to make our country a great military power. 

Let them strive to repress and calm the mania for war in 
our land. Let them direct llie energies of a youthful nation 
into the channels of industry and public improvement. Let 
them understand that it will be no honor or happiness for 
us to attempt to live over the warlike past of the old world, 
and acquire war-debts, war-taxes, and war-customs, that will 
make the remotest generations groan and curse us for our 
foolishness. Oh, let the great men of our counfiy under- 
itand, that if they would be truly great, and would live in 
the glad remembrance of their countrymen, they must ally 
themselves to loily principles and causes, — Freedom, Peace, 
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Temperance, Righteousness, Truth, — which will survive 
the transient excitements of the day, and the little questions 
of party and place, and bear on the names of their advocates 
to be loved -rnd reverenced by genfriJiona y"t unboni For 
as Ihe mtellectual and moral lile ot mankind is mire devLl 
oped and the spsiitual aim of the Gospel is more uedrly 
reached tht true benet wstors of the race w ill be more -md 
more aasociated mth tlua new eri of progress w hile the 
names of thoae who proved t il=e to the high tiust of then 
times, and basely consented to the iniquities which have 
blasted the life and liappiness of successive nations and races 
in history, will be held in deserved and perpetual execration, 
as the real traitors to their country and its institutions, who 
were willing for a mess of pottage to sell the birtliright of 
Freedom, and the Hope of the world. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

WAK MAXlllS. 

to slapghter, and to tommit every violence; and then call 
e bj a lying name, — government; and when they have 
spread a general devastation, — cull it peace." — Tacitus. 

Most men desire to maintain some consistency of charac- 
ter and condacf, and hence, in order to justify the doing of 
such deeds, as wo have recorded, they appeal to certain prin- 
ciples like the following. " Our country, right or wrong ; " * 
or, as paraphrased by a distinguished general, "between my 
government and a foreign natiou, I never ask a question. 

* Commodore Decatur, 
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My goyernment is always right." "Conquer a peace;" 
" Do evil that good may come." Make war on Mexico that 
we may extend " the area of freedom," and civilize, and 
Protestantize b !r. To all such principles it is enough to 
reply, that they are good enough as secondary, but not as 
supreme motives of conduct. Our first and highest relation 
is to God, and our first duty, therefore, is to ask, "Inard, 
what would'st thou have us do?" Christ is a greater name 
than countrj'. He must pronounce upon all social customs 
and public aflwra, and what he condemns, is condemned, and 
what he approves, is approved by all his fdthful followers. 
"VVe are not allowed to make our country our god, though we 
are bound to do her good service. The only difference of 
opinion is, what is good service to her? Is it to encourage 
and assist her in a wicked and barbarous war, and to fan tJte 
war-spirit to greater intensity, or is it to check her going 
headlong in a heaven-defying career of conquest and usur- 
pation? He docs most to keep her fame untarnished, not 
who fights her unjust battles, but who pi-esen-cs her tmth, 
and justice, and freedom from becoming obsolete ideas in 
the working of her institutions. Jesus said, " he that loveth 
father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me." Even 
the tenderest social relations were less to be regarded than 
the spiritual claims of his faith and love ; then how much 
more would he have ssud the same of the ties of country. 
They are good, but not the best ; they are great, but not the 
greatest. 

This wronging of conscience and sophistication of reason 
by the maxims of this war are not the least of the ill efiecta 
to which it has given birth. How many have adopted the 
masim, " our country, right or wrong," cannot be known, 
but it has had a wide-spread currency and popularity. The 
ancient doctrine, " the king can do no wrong," * has been 

* King Henry V. in disi/iiUe and three soH/btb.] 
K. Henr/). " Mctliinks I would nut die any where so eontented as in 
tlie king's company ; liis ciiubc being just and liis quarrel lionornble. 
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supplanted by anotter maxim every way as fatal lo a Chris- 
tian manhood. If we are to be ruled by a tyrant, whose 
behests must be obeyed at wliatever saciifice of individual 
scruples and remonstrances of conscience, it matters litlle 
whether that tyrant be called "king," or "country." A 
democracy may oppress as well as a. monarchy. If we pro- 
ceed upon the principle, that we are under obligations to do 
whatever our rulers command, be it an act of pillage or 
blood, not because it is right, but because fhey command it, 
then we are back again, as to all practical intents and pur- 
poses, in the age of passive obedience and blind adhesion to 
authority, slaves, tools, of the make-plots and the mar-plota 

Will. '■ That 'a more tlim we know. 

Boies. "Ay. or more than we slioiild seek after; for we know 
enongh, if we ai-o the king's subjects ; if his cause be wrong our obe- 
dience to tlie king wipes the crime of it out of ua. 

Will. "Eul if the cause be not good, !he king himself hath a heavy 
reckoning to make ; when all those legs andnrms, ami heads chopped 
off in battle, shall join logother at the latter da; and cry all, ' Wc died 
at such a place ; * some swearings some erpng for a surgeon ; some, 
upon thrar wives being left poor behind them; some npon the debts 
they owe; some upon their children rawly left. I am afeiired there are 
few die well, that die in battle; for how can they charitably dispose of 
any tiling when htood is their argument? Now if these men do aot 
die well, it will be black matter for the king that led them to it, whom 
to disobey were against all proportion of subjection. 

K. Hiairg. "Then if they die unprovided, no more is the king guilty 
of their damnation than ho was before guilty for those impieties for 
wbich they are now visited. Every subject's duty is (he king's ; but 
every subject?? soul is his own. Therefore should eveiy soldier iu the 
wars do as every sick man in his bed, wash every moth out of his con- 
science : and dying so, death is to him. an advantage ; or not dying, 
the Ume was blessedly lost, wherein such preparation was gained : and, 
in him that escapes, it were not sin to think, that making God so free 
an offer, he let him outlive tliat day to see his greatness, and lo teach 
others how they should prepare. 

Will. "'Tis certain that every man that dies ill, the ill is upon hia 
own head, the king is not lo answer for it." — Sholspeore. 
19* 
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of the men in power. In foisting such a saying into the 
mouths of men at this day, and getting it into a newspaper 
immortality, tyranny has stolen a march upon freedom, and 
free institutions hecome but a name "to point a moi-a!, or 
adorn a tale." The old spirit has revived under a new name. 
"We are to have not the tyrant 0«fi, hut the tyrant Million, 
who may be quite as intolerable, and quite as subversive of 
that true liberty, which respects the rights of conscience, as 
the dearest object of life, and the last a moral being would 
consent io relinquish. If we arc to uphold our country in 
her wrong, as in her right principles and measures, farewell 
to the prerogatives of an American, the patrimony of free- 
men. We are then a nation of slaves. 

Was it not for these same rights of conscience, that the 
toil and treasure of the past have been freely lavished ? Was 
it not for this birthright of tlie soul that our fathers fled their 
country, lived in exile, crossed the ocean, made the wilder- 
ness their home, and corapanied with wild beasts, and wilder 
men? What nobler staple runs through the history of the 
past than this sturdy, lofty independence for conscience' sake ? 
This is the glory that still lingers on many a spot of the old 
world, and makes holy ground of many 3. battle-field, tomb, 
and church, where wise and holy men lifted up the voice of 
non-conformily to the acts of tyrants, and dared all, and lost 
all, for the sake of keeping "a conscience void of ofieace." 
And shall this new world, in her virgin promise, repudiate 
the single glorious principle which sheds such splendid renown 
over the darkest scenes of history ? The names of Huguenot, 
and Covenanter, juid Puritan are not lightly thus to be taken 

Instead of thb blind twid unquestioning devotion to " coun- 
trj', right or wrong," or rather to the existing government of 
the country, for we believe that a majority of the American 
people were always hostile to the war, how much more truly 
noble and Christian it would have been for the ofQcers, who 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



were opposed lo tte invasion, and many of the'Ieadiiig ones 
were, to say; "we will defend our country wlien she is 
attacked ; but onr duty ean never require of us to go on a 
warfare of conquest. This is not the purpose of govemmenf, 
and especially of our government, which is to secure tlie 
riglits, and protect the lives, and liberty, and property of alL 
We can fight in a defensive, but not in an ofiensive war ; in 
a defence of freedom, but not in a crusade for sluvery. We 
will rather imitate the example of Lord Eflingham in the 
British army, and Capt. Thrush in the navy, and retire from 
the sefvice, than wound our consciences, and really wrong 
our country by encoui-aging those who hold her destinies in 
their hand, to plunge into a career of rapine and blood. If 
this be treason, make the most of it. It is better to rebel 
against oup country than against our G!od." 

If our country be wrong in her internal policy, or admin- 
istration of civil national affairs, does any press or person 
hesitate a moment to condemn the wrong, and uphold by 
word and deed, by the potent weapon of a freeman, the 
ballot-box, the cause of the right? No, never. Why then 
should so different a rule obtain in international affairs ? 
Are not (he questions of war and peace as momentous, as 
needful to be determined by the principles of right, as the 
measures of tariffs, internal improvements, or sub-treasury ? 
The same laws bind us as citizens that bind us as men. If 
we are not at liberty to do wrong as men, we are not at 
liberty to do so as Americans, If it would be wrong to up- 
hold an evil among ourselves, because it is llie voice of the 
government, which is not always the voice of the people at 
the time, and whicli is often far from being the voice of 
God, shall we advocate the idea of vindicating, even to the 
death, our country's course, when we openly avow, or strongly 
suspect, she is in the wrong? Never, never. "For what 
BhaU it profit our country, if it gain the whole world at the 
expense of its soul?" 
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To "cOTiquer a peace,"* another plirase often used, if it 
have any Mrdinary meaning, signifies to destroy a peace, and 
overthrow it. Duiing two long years of bicwd, and rapine, 
and demoralization, did this war subjugate the powers of 
peace. But at the last the sword settled nothing. Nego- 
tiation was mar& powerful than eighteen-poundera. The 
pen of the commissioner was miglitier than the sword of the 
ecmqueror. Two wise men from Mexico and the United 
States, meeting amicably together, could, upon the basis of 
the late treaty, have ensily secured to the United States, 
in the way of a business transaclion, all the territory she 
wanted by means of the bonus of $20,000,000 she has now 
paid, without shedding one drop of human blood. The like 
has been done bdbre, and it might have been done ag^n. 



Some other phrases referred to have been considered in 
otier connections of this review, but we turn to another war- 
maxim. 

The coat-of-arms of Great Britain has the motto, with 
heraldic devices, "Dieu el mon droit," " God and my right," 
£anked by a lion on one side and a unicorn on the other. 
But where would Great Britain be, if she were treated her- 
self on the principle which she thus holds forth as the high- 
est expression of the spirit of her government? Suppose 
the nations of the world should insist on the utmost claims 
of right with her, where would be most of her riches and 
possessions? What would be the result of carrying out such 
a doctrine in the world but eternal war? Observe that it is 

* Coleridge is said to be tbe original aiittior of this soIf-coHti'ailirtorj- 
phrase. Slmkspeare better says, 

" A peace is of the nature of a eonquesl ; 
For tlien both parties nobly are subdued. 
And neither party loser." 
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not God and right, but my right ; not yours, hut viine ; that 
selfish word, my. I will have my rights, whether you hava 
yours or not. I will yield nothing, >xinciliate, compassionate 
nothing, but exact sternest justice. 

So, likewise, we have a much commended saying among 
us, that we "will ask for nothing which is not right, and 
will submit to nothing which is wrong." Then we cannot 
live in this worid. For we are often obliged to forego our 
rights, often obliged to yield to what ia wrong in others. 
Wliat would be our condition as a nation, as individuals, if 
we were treated one day by God as we propose iii this rude 
and barbarous justice to treat mankind? We should not be 
at all. "We should he non-esiatent. For we hang upon the 
skirts of the divine eompassioa ; we live at tlio momentary 
merciful will of our God. If Le treated us as we deserve, 
and were strict to mark our iniquities against us, who could 
stand before him? Could we as a people? could we as 
individuals? Not one moment. IVe are not so carcfti! to 
render to others their dues and their rights, as not often to 
need their pardon for the wrong ; we are not sO' particular 
in our conduct towards oiir Supreme Judge, as not daily and 
hourly to need his forbearance. "VVe are to claim our right, 
but not with wrong ; we are not, Shylock-Iike, to practise 
on a blind and inexorable justice alone. The apostle assures 
us that sometimes mercy is to rejoice agiunst judgment ; at 
any rate, that he is in imminent danger of having judgment 
without mercy, who has shown no mercy. It is a fearful 
declaration, aod should make us pause, before we say that 
we will submit to no wrong ; else we commit ourselves to a 
principle at war with nature, providence, and the whole 
structure of human society. 

In truth, a great proportion of the difficulties in the world 
arise from this disposition to vindicate our own rights, let 
whose rights else suffer, and to push mattera to the utmost 
verge of lawful allowance, rather than to pursue i mild and 
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forbearing policy. We are men, mortal, erring, sinful. 
Who are we,.lo judge another man's servants? Who are 
■we, to take into our hands the blazing thunderbolts of ven- 
geance ? " Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, hut rather 
give place to wrath." 

We profess to be a Christian nation, and we would feel 
(^grieved if we were denied this honorable name. And 
what is the law of our master, and how do we obey it ? la 
it not mercy, pardon, forbearance, forgiveness, from one end 
to the other of the Gospels ? Did he not enrol it among the 
beatitudes ? " Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy." Did he not say with emphatic reiteration, " Bless 
them that curse you, and pray for them that despitefuUy use 
you ?" Did he not command us to " foi^ive our enemies, 
and to be merciful as our father in heaven is merciful?" 

In short, it is right lo be merciful, according to Chris- 
tianity ; it is not a weakness, but a duty. It is right some- 
times to yield to a wrong, and overtook it, rather than com- 
mit a greater wrong by resistance and exaction. It is right 
sometimes to waive our rights, and generously to suffer our- 
selves, rather than to make others suffer, though they deserve 
it. It is not weakness, but strength, not shame, but honor, 
to forgive, not seven times only, but seventy times seven, it 
the offender turn and pray to be forgiven. 

We cannot better conclude this chapter thin by bntflj 
adding, to what has been elsewhere said on the subject 
o{ preparing war by preparing for war, the late remiiks 
of the Earl of Aberdeen, formerly Secretaiy ot Slate for 
Foreign Affairs, in the House of Lords, in England,— -"I 
am disposed to dissent from that maxim whith his been so 
generally received, that, 'if you wish for peace, you must 
be prepared for war.' It may have applied to the nations of 
antiquity, and to society in a comparatively bai-barous and 
nniMvilized state, when warlike preparations cost but little ; 
but in tl.e state of society in which we now live, when the 
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warlike preparations of great powers are made at enormous 
etpenae I say that ''o tar from their being any security to 
peine they aie diiccilj the contrary, and tend at once to 
wa Fot it t natural that men having adopted means 
they tlunk tfficient to an end should desire to put their 
efhcienty fo the teat and to have some direct result from 
Iheir lalor and .xjitnae. 



CHAPTER XXUI. 



M4BTIAL LITERATDEE. 



" Seven years' fighting setH a whole kingdom back in lostning and 
virtue lo wliich thej were creeping, it may be a whole age," — Jkremt 
Berth All. 

" The courso of cduciition from infancy to manhood, at present piir- 
Bueii, tenda lo inspire liie mind with military ardor and a love of 
glory. Almost ns soon as n boy is born, care is taken to give bis mind 
a military turn." — William Ladc. 

"We have before us a list of forty-eight volumes, which are 
connecte3 with the late war, and which generally approve 
highly of its occurrence. They consist of both prose and 
poetry, history and biography, travels and essays. They 
are deeply imbued with the martial spirit, and laud to the 
skies the achievements of the American arms in Mexico. 

One of the unhappy consequences of this war is, that it 
has thus created a literature adverse to morals, refinement 
and religion. This war-literature has circulated through 
the newspapers and cheap works over the whole land. 
The lives of victorious generals, the bloody feats of prowess, 
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the histories of battles and sieges, have formed a good part 
of the reading of the mass of the people, and especially of 
many young persons, during the three ^ast years. The 
sacred power of poetry has been desecrated to laud the cruel 
deeds of war. The historian has exhausted upon it all 
his roiseardi. The fine arts have been employed to pamper 
the love of war, and by pictures and panoramas, to set on 
fire the blood of youth with llie intoxicating passion of mar- 
tial achievements. The country is full of these things. 
Every village has its " views " of battles, and the siege at 
Vera Cruz, or the charge at Duena Vista. The eye of youth is 
taught to sparkle at the sight of a battle-piece, before it 
knows what war is. The natural effect upon society of such 
reading, and war-songs, and exhibitions is exceedingly unfa- 
vorable to all the leading moral interests of a free country. 
It places before tJie individual a false standard of character, 
and cheats him into the belief that tie best end of life 
is to figure in some important scene, (o do some great thing, 
however wrong or bloody, and lo disown the quiet pur- 
suits of peace. It places before the nation a wrong standard, 
and befools the people vrith the idea that war, and not 
peace, is their real interest, that they shall gain some 
valuable end by invading tlie domains of their neighbors, 
and conquering a vast extent of barren and unhealtliy terri- 
tory. The idea of the true destiny of our country in liberty, 
equality and self-government, has by this miasma of war 
been corrupted into the false idea of our destiny as con- 
sisting in power, military renown, and the vulgar guilt of 
the savage nations of old, or the unbaptized empires of 
modem Europe. 

The news of war, the descriptions of cities taken, of vic- 
tories won, of men killed, are of a poisonous moral influence. 
They paganize a Christian people. They familiarize them 
with carnage and cruelty. They make them forget the 
sermon on the mount, and the prayer on the cross. They 
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fill the heads and hearts of the young with perverted notions 
of right and wrong, and educate them in their day and gene- 
ration to be men of blood. No nation e\ei came out of 
war but with a lowered standavil of moral principle, and 
an increased amount of profligacy, and an augmented num- 
ber of drunkards, vagabonds, gamblers, and wretched, rumed 

At the present day, when tlie people almost univer- 
sally read, the evil of such a literature is gteatly enlianced. 
It is BO cheap that all can buy it. It is so diffused^ that 
it enters every nook and comer of the land. It is so stimu- 
lating to the curiosity and p^sions of half-educated minds, 
that they find it invested with all the charms of romance. 
Indeed not less than half a dozen novels of the cheap kind, 
independently of the histories and biographies above enume- 
rated ; have already taken their plota and incidents from 
the war with Mexico. Nor has this military literature by any 
means exhausted itself. The advertising columns show that 
it has new productions in reserve The seed of future wars 
has thus been sown broadcast ovpi our country -md n rong 
iraprt'J'.ion's liave been made upon thousands of joung 
ml ductile minds which will ne^ei be eifaced 

riie numerous wii speeches in ind out of Congress the 
i luminous wai dotument issued fiom the capital of the 
CO m ly an 1 Uip publiL journals spreading befoie the eyes ot 
million ot readers the ' glorious news from Mexico thp 
giPit ^ictorj won, all beloig to this noxiou-s spene? 
oflitei*t«ie For unless accompanitd nith propei correc 
tives and remonstrances, they pervert the moitd prmciples 
of the people, aroust, their passion for arm^ uid withdraw 
then interest and attention ftom tlio^e humble but praise 
woithy pmsuit'j of i^nculture commerce and manufacturc-a, 
which cannot compete with the biilhaut exploits ot sieges 
and bittles in pomp and circumitanee The pe=ti 

leii 1, thit iialkelh in dirknesa and the dcfiiuction tlat 
20 
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■wasteth at noonday" have been abroad in our land, and 
gathered from city and country the fearful harvest of death ; 
but better, far better, that an annual cholera should deci- 
mate our population, than that the deadly malaria of such a 
literature should infect the mind and corrupt the heart of 
America. The evil in one case is death to the body, but 
in the other it is death to Freedom, death to the progress of 
Peace, and death to the hopes of the world. Vast and 
beneficent is the influence of a pure and elevated literature ; 
but when the historiai ' ' " contribute 

by their works to fostei pagan pas- 

sion of glory, they ar< ea of blood 

and oppression agaia . Many a 

splendid lyric from th y a persua- 

sive appeal from the s] gone forth 

against this war. 'W ! indignant 

remonstrances against isted. But 

let us pray, if for one an another, 

that the literature and nay be res- 

cued from following thi Id, and that 

they may consecrate t genius and 

beauty to the God, n< Let them 

adopt the noble motto cs." 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



" The Iramp of marching hosla disturbs the ploagb, 
The sword, not sickle, reaps the harvest now, 
And where tlie soldier gleans the scant snpply, 
The helpless peasant bnt retires to die ; 
No laws his hut from licensed outrage shield, 
And war's least horroc is th' ensanguined field. 
Fruitful in vnin, the matron counts with pride 
The blooming youths that grace her honored side", 
No son returns to press hor widowed hand, 
Her fallen blossoms strew a foreign strsnd." 

Mrs, Babbadld. 

Begakdinq, as we do, the domestic relalions of life as 
the appointment of heaven for the education, and happiness 
of mankind, and home as the centre of some of the purest 
and happiest influences known in society, we come now to 
consider the Mexican war in its beai'ing on these great 
interests of the respective countries involved in the conflict. 
The preceding chapters have ah-eady fold a part of the tale. 
But the subject is one of sufficient moment to deserve a 
separate consideration. "The war and the fireside" need to 
be brought into direct juxtaposition, that all the wickedness 
of the one may be revealed in the light and blgssedness of 
the other. When Satan approached the Garden, where 
dwelt the happy pair, the mighty poet represents him as 
clothing himself in the most seductive, but most fatal, guise. 
War puts on ifs most spedous garb of honor, patriotism, 
and freedom, when it comes to take away the pillars and 
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ornaments of the Christian home, but it allures only to 
betray, and pramises but to disappoint. Its vast multitudes 
of warring, desperate men, are all sons, snaay of them 
fathers, and husbands, most of tiiom brothers. They not 
only bear the dreadful implements of destruction, and the 
badges of their respective corps, but they carry in every 
feature and outline of body some hereditary trace of an en- 
deared parentage, some look of the fireside, some habit 
of home. These beings are not fiends and devils, though, 
when flipy are plunged in the hurricane of the battle-fleld, 
they might be so regarded by a spectator from some other 
planet, unfamiliar with the proceedings of men upon our 
earlh. In that dense array of armed men meet the diverg- 
ent lines of ten thousand happy firesides ; the cords of love 
from some far-distant log-cabin, or refined familj', are pulling 
at the hearts of the embattled host, and nothing- rises so 
vividly to memory, while they hang over the giddy risks of 
life and death before them, as the dear ones that they have 
left behind, perhaps forever. " War and the fireside" ! 
how contrasted, and yet how connected ! One, the name of 
every thing most awful in passion, pain, vice, outrage, and 
death ; the other, the name of all the sweetest joya, hopes, 
po3):essions and associations out of heaven. 

And when the fight is over, humanity once more re- 
assumes her sway, and returns to the field wliere thousands 
lie dead, thousands in the agonies of death, and thousands in 
the ten-fold agonies of life, disputing with death the posses- 
sion of her subjects. As tlie hand of kindness raises this 
soldier's gory head, what word does he murmur? It is, 
wife, mother, sister I As the blood gurgles from the shot- 
hole in tlie side of that dragoon, and every pulsation grows 
fainter, what whispered syllables still linger and tremble on 
the convulsed lips ? They are, father, brother, son. O 
God, we devoutly ejaculate, when we see or think of such 
scenes, can this be the work of thy human cliildren, and of 
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brothers one of another ? Can the tender frames that were 
once borne in a mother'a arms, and nursed at a mother's 
breast, have made the living breast-work against the cannon's 
mouth ? Can the hand that once gi-asped a tenderer hand, 
and vowed the vow " for better for worse, for richer for 
poorer," now swing the cleaving sword, or ur^e the piercing 
bayonet ? War has brought all these horrors to pass ; and 
when its dead are buried, and ils sick collected in the hospi- 
tal, then it sends back to the lovely places of domestic 
hfqjpiness the heart-rending intelligence of ita dear bought 
victories, or bloody defeats, and fills a whole land with lam- 
entation and tears. Eveiy mail carries ita sorrow to some 
household. Every newspaper records the bereavement of 
some fond wife, some aged father, some widowed mother, 
some orphan children. And into myriads of once happy circles 
where the messenger of the ill (idings of death never comes, 
he nevertheless sends the perpetual chill of gloomy fears 
and forebodings, and keeps every ear on the alert to hear a 
sinister step, every heart-string quivering with the anguish of 
hope deferred, or torn by tidings of sickness, or wounds, or 
captivity. 

And then, putting aside all these considerations of the 
heart, which all (hat have hearts must feel, how positively 
does war wage a universal hostihty against every physical 
and economical interest of home. It induces reckless habits, 
and spendthrift ways. It squanders on the extra iinery of 
the uniform or the equipments, what would fill the larder, or 
give a book to a child, or a quarter's tuition at school. It 
raises the taxes already high, and ill borne. It withdraws 
the prop and best workman of the family to waste his sinews 
in a remote co'.mtry. It returns the halt, the lame, the 
blind, the maimed, the sick, to be nui-sed and cared for the 
remainder of their days. It leaves many a widowed and 
orphan group to the tender mercies of a cold and un- 
feeling world. And it hands down lo succeeding ages the 
20* 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



234 WAK AKD THE 

legacy of its debts, taxes, expensiye rices, pension list, sine- 
cures, and its immoral histories of violence, blood, and 
outrage, to sow tiie seeds of trouble in new bridal homes, 
and fling a shadow of gloom over tlie firesides of the thirf 
and fourth generations. 

The following i-eJlections, after " a famous victory," by 
one of the most popular editors aad writere of the country, 
are as feeling and beautiful as they are true and melancholy. 
"Why cannot those who make war "think of these things," 
before they set in operation, by a few strokes of the penj 
such an engine of domestic wretchedness sad I'uin ? 

" Every battle field," says the Louisville Journal, " is the 
source of inexpressible grief, and woe, and agony. To say 
nothing of the gory victims that on such fields yield up their 
latest breath, who shall attempt to portray the agony that 
must pierce the hearts of their surviving friends ? The battle 
of Buena Tisfa may be consecrated to fame, and poels may 
hymn its glone^, and attune their harps to sing the praise 
of its survivors, and to chant mournful requiems over the 
graves of the gallant dead , but that bloody field will also 
be consecrated to human woe Each one of the thousand 
that were martyred to the fell spirit of war, had his friends, 
by whom his loss will be moamed. Many fathers there fell, 
leaving helpless childi'en to struggle with the stormy tides 
of life, without the protection of the parental arm. Many 
husbands there died, leaving trusting wives to lament in 
bitterness of soul their loss. The deariy-belovtd sons of 
hoary-headed sires there sighed their last breath away, to be 
mourned awhile and soon to be followed to the land of spirits 
by those to whom their loss is u'reparable. "VVlien we reflect 
on the desolation that will be earned to thousands of fire- 
sides, — the gloom thatwill hang like a cloud over number- 
less homes, lately bright with the hues of happiness, — the 
tears of orphans, the shrieks of wives, and mothers, and sis- 
ters, the groans of fathers, and sons, and brothers, — the 
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ivide-«pread and lasting grief that will result fmni the cai-- 
nage of the field of Buena Vista, what heart can refuse ita 
sympathy with the bereaved, or refmn frcan cursing the 
infatuation which renders such scenes of blood necessary ?" 

" You could tell at a glance," says Capt. Henry, in his 
" CamiMvign SketcJie.*," " the wounded of Palo Alto or Eesaea 
de la Palma. The latter were mostly bullet wounds ; the 
amputated limbs told of the cannon's fearful execution in the 
former. Beside one poor fellow a beaulifiil girl of seventeen 
was seated, keeping off the flies. She was his wife. In 
another corner, a family group, the mother and her children 
were seated by the wounded father. One bright-eyed little 
girl quite took my fancy, and my heart bled to think that 
thus early she should be introduced to so much wretched- 
ness. On one bed was a corpse ; on another was one dying, 
holding in his hand tlie grape-ghot that had passed through 
his breasL He showed it to us with a sad counlenance. I 
left the hospital shocked with the horrors of war," 

" On the field of Resaca de la Palma," says Mr. Thorpe, 
"there was an affecting scene enacted among the dead sol- 
diers. One of the first that fell mortally wounded was an 
Irishman, — a remarkably brave fellow. All the night ensu- 
ing, liis poor wife sat upon the field, the stiilened corpse of 
her husband resting on her lap, her little child asleep by her 
side. As the sun rose in the morning, she was discovered, 
mri-ounded with the dead, her head upon her husband's 
breast, absorbed in grief. As the day wore on, the stench 
of the field became offensive ; but stilt she held her seat by 
the side of the lifeless clay, and in paroxysms of ovenvhelm- 
ing sorrow she was torn from the dead, that it might be con- 
signed to its mother earth." 

Speaking of the houses whei-e the wounded were placed 
at Matamoras, he says ; " amidst all their misery and deso- 
lation, amidst these places so humbling to pride, so sacrificing 
to vanity, woman wa* there, devoted to a husband or a broth- 
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er ; she sat in the dust, fanned away the torturing insects 
thai lived on blood, and revelled in wounds, sanctifying the 
most menial oiBces by her spirit and influence, and shedding 
by her smiles, by her silent attentions, by hei' teacliings of 
hope in another world, the only bright rays that are seen to 
glimmer in a Mexican hospital," 

Speaking of another battle, he writes, "appalling indeed 
were the scenes on that field of carnage. Many of the 
wounded writhed in agony, and others, quiet in their last 
hour of life, gazed with anxious eyes towards the setting 
sun ; their faces, in the morning glowing with health, were 
now wan as if witli months of consuming disease. All begged 
but for one drop of water to quench the thirst that consumed 
their vitals. Along the pathway of the shot that lairiy 
raked tlirough the solid columns of the Tennessee regiment, 
lay extended the dead in every conceivable position of hor- 
ror; headless trunks, and limbless bodies cut in twain. The 
faces of some wore the placid smile of happiness ; in others, 
the life-blood had ebbed away, leaving the expression of 
defiance and revenge marked upon the inanimate day. The 
wounded strove to creep about, or, thrown hurriedly into 
wagons to be conveyed to the surgeons, were in despair for 
their condition ; for they well knew that war permitted no 
care for their condition, no thought for their relief, no gentle 
sympathy for their pain, and before them was wasting dis- 
ease, perhaps lingering death. Far from home, no assiduous 
friend, no aflectionate sister, no loving mother soothed their 
anguish. The poor private died unnoticed and unknown, 
yet by some quiet hearthstone, far from the tumult of cities, 
tears will be shed forliis fall; the stem old lather will nerve 
himself to his loss, by the thought that the sacrifice was made 
for bis country, wliile the aged mother's heart bleeds with a 
wound time cannot heal. To such retreats must we go, if 
we would learn all the suffering that resulted from that scene 
before tha walls of Monterey." 
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It was ill reference to another battle, tliat Whittier com- 
posed the noble poem, entitled, " the Angels of Buena Vista," 
founded on the ibllowing facts, 

"A letter writer from Mexico states, that at (he terrible 
fight of Buena Viala, Mexican women were seen hovering 
near the field of death, for the purpose of giving aid and 
succor to the wounded. One poor woman was surrounded 
by the maimed and suffering of both armies, ministering to 
the wants of Americans as well aa Mexicans, with impartial 
tenderness." 

We give a few of the concluding stanzas of this melting, 
pafhetic ballad. 

"Look forth onee more Ximenn!" "Like a cloud before the wind 
Soils tlie battle doivn the mountains, leaving blood and death behind; 
AM they plead in vain for mercy; in the dust the wonnded strivej 
Hido joor feces, holy angela ! oh, thou Ciirist of God, fov^ve ! 

" Sink, night, among Ihy mountains 1 let thy cool, gray ahailows fall ; 
Dying brolhcrs, fighting demons — drop thy curtain orcr all 1 
Through the quickcniag winter twilight, ivido npart the battle rolled ; 
In his sheath tJio sabre rested, and tha cannon's lips grew cold. 

"But the holy Mexic women still Iheir holy task pursued, 
Through that long, dark night of sorrow, worn and faint, and lacking 

Over weak and EulTering brothers with a tender care they hung. 
And the dying focman blessed Ihem in a strange and Northern tongue. 

" Not wholly lose, O Fatlier I is this evil world of ours ; 
Upward through its blood and ashes, spring afresh the Eden flowers; 
ITrom its smoking hell of battle, Love and Pity send their prayer. 
And still thy white-winged angels hover dimly in our air I " 

The personal narratives from trustworthy sources are intro- 
duced in this review of the Mexican war, as revealing to us 
more distinctly than whole pages of general description 
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could do, the indescribable and infinite miseries whieb alight 
upon the homes of warHng nations. We have much more 
of the same materials on hand, but these roiist suffice, and 
perhaps more than suffice. We have already " supped full 
of horrors." 

War ia indiscriminafe. It confounds the innocent with 
the guilty in one fate, or, it may be, spares the bad to in- 
volve the righteous man in rttin. It bums the widow's cot- 
tage, while it may leave unharmed the tyrant's palace. It 
kills, perchance, the father's only son, the staff of his old 
age, and lets the assassin and robber escape with impunity. 
Fearful, therefore, beyond the power of human thought, is 
his act who lakes the responsibihty of involving two nations 
in its wide-spread havoc. What is it but to assume for the 
moment the powers of the Omnipotent without his wisdom 
ajid mercy? to vault, as it were, into his seat, and let fly the 
armies of devouring locusts, or lilt the lid of the boiling 
volcano, and inundate cities with floods of fire and la^a, or 
rock the Uaid with earthquakes, and overwhelm multitude'* 
of human beings beneath ibe ruins of falling temples and 
dwellings ! When will the rulers and legislators of the 
nations awake to their awful accountableness in being either 
principals or accessories to bringing on a war ? 

How shockingly mcd apropos and incongruous was that 
sentiment given by some orator on a festive occasion to some 
companies parading for their depai'ture to the fields of Bles- 
ico, — "Washington, our homes, and our country!" For, to 
omit other considerations, we have seen in this and the last 
chapter before it, that the warfare against the foreign foe is 
suicidal ; that (he sword is two-edged, and cuts us as well as 
our enemies. The recoil of every blow struck abroad is 
upon some dear breast al our own fire-side, of father, bi-o- 
ther, son, lover, friend. The huzzas of every triumph have 
been reechoed by the groans and shrieks of wives, motliers, 
orphans, bereft, distracted, penniless, friendless. Into how 
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many circles of tie wise and good, the pi'osperous and power- 
ful, liaa tiie messenger of heavy tidings come ! Into how 
many lowly Jiomes and cabin doors has the grim image 
stalked, and youth, and manhood, and age, bowed Iq speech- 
less agony at his coming ! The son of a Clay or a Webster 
has fallen by the side of tlie poor and obscure man's son. 
Tell us not of famine. There is no mutual strife, but the 
strife of self-sacrilice. Tel! us not of cholera. There is no 
hand wet with a brother's blood, " smelling rank to heaven." 
But in both instances there is help rendered hv the weak 
and sick to those weaker and sicker than tliemielves Theic 
is the sharing of the last potato with the famishing Tbct t, 
is danger dared to give but a cup of medicme to the suffer 
ing. There is heavenly pity bending with moist eye ovei 
the hungry she cannot ieed, and over the sick she cannot 
cure. There is godlike charity, with folded hands -uid up- 
raised face, invoking that aid from God which min cannot 
yield. 

But it adds immeasurably to the patriotic compunction 
with which an American should look on thi- war, iihen we 
consider that, terrible as may have been the acenea ot be- 
reavement, destitution, and distraction it oui onn fiie sides, 
and amid "the pleasant placra," the bp^utiiu! abodes ot 
dvilized and Christian life, we have been busy actors, as 
well as stricken sufferers, "We have invaded the homes of 
another nation. "Wc Lave smitten down young and old, 
man and woman, rich and poor, sick and well, in the relents 
less conquest. Verily, we have been guilty in this matter, 
and our brother's blood cries against us from, the ground 
where it bas been spilled. The poor cot, the rich hadenda, 
the bishop's palace, the church of God, the halls of a repub- 
lic, have been entered, plundered, bombarded, burnt. In- 
deed, could a fallen spirit be imagined as hovering over 
Mexico in the character of its evil genius, and devising an 
extended system of wrong and sufienng, a huge and com- 
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plicated machine of exquisite, and multiplied, and far-reach- 
ing cruelties, one that should do the greatest possihle evil 
with the least possible good; one that showid pierce the 
most hearts, tamiah the most honor, wi-iag forth the most 
groans, darken the most hearths, and set a-going the most 
prohflc causes of sin and wretchedness in every direction, 
and to the worst imaginable issues, then we should recognize 
with a shudder our own country as the evil genius of un- 
happy Mexico, and war as the infernal engine with which 
we have worked her nameless and numberless evils. And 
when, in addition to the essential evil of this instrument of 
woe, the evil genius be supposed artfully to veil its abomin- 
ations with the gorgeous drapery of the stars and stripes, 
and to seduce into its unholy service the flower of youth and 
the vigor of manhood, to operate at the engine's crushing 
wheels and dislocating puUies, the picture of that Briarean 
Inquisition we call war would be complete. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

THE VICES OF THE CAMP. 

" We have heard much of the corrupting tendency of some of the 
rites and eustoroa of the heathen ; but ivhat cuKtom of the heathen 
nntions had a greater effect in depraving the human character, Ihim. 
the custom of war." — Noah Wobcebtee. 

" War producea the characters necessary for ivar. The camp ia 
infectioua. The few who go there lirtnous, if they i-otnm at all, 
generally retnm Yicious, nnd cany tha infection into our peaceful 
hainlelS and [iie bosom of families." — ; WiLLiAJi Ladd. 

Many of the battles of the Mexican war were fought 
whoUy or pailly on the Sabbath. At Monterey, Saci-ar 
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mento, Cerro Gordo, Chapultepec, and Mexioo, more or 
less of the iigliting ivaa done on tlie Lord's day. While the 
BMembliea of Christians, all over the earth, were ,met to- 
gether to hear the word of God, confess (heir sins, and seek 
the mercy of heaven through thai name which is far "above 
BTery name that is named,'' then, in those hours of sacred 
rest, devotion, and brotheiir love, the death-shots were fall- 
ing thii^ and fast, the etoi-ra of battle was sweeping with 
resistless fury over hundreds of the wounded and dying, and 
many souls cut off unprepared and in the midst of their 
days, appeared at the bar of a righteous God, to bear wit- 
ness against (he war-system of two professedly Christian 
nations. Could there be a more shocking con>re~temps than a 
desperate, bloody battle, or siege, on the holy day, when 
God has said, " Thou shalt not do any work," and all the 
noises of the earth should be hushed, and man should " be 
still and know that I am God P" The only conceivable case 
is a fight on Christmas. Tlie battle of Bracito was fought 
on the generally-received anaiversaiy of that greatest era in 
the world's history, when angels from heaven sang the birth- 
anthem of the Saviour of men, " Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good will toward men." 

But battles are not the only violations of the law of the 
Sabbath. Marchings, drills, all kinds of work, preparations 
for battle, or burying the dead, and all the bustle, din, and 
dissipation of a camp life, go on comparatively unchecked. 
In one word, there is no Sabbath to the warrior. He must 
work, or march, or fight on the day of rest just as much as 
on any other day, if his commander and circumstances re- 
quire it. Many of the greatest battles have been fought 
on that day, though historians have not cared to state the 
fact. Waterloo and Plattsburg occur to mind now among 
olhera. In a very few instances, generals have refused 
battle on the Sabbath, bnt the ca'^es are rare. Wk^n men 
commit themselves to this murderous business, they gear 
21 
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eraJly shut out God, and the thought of his laws, and their 
aecountableness to him, from their mind, and know no re- 
ligion, no Sahbath, no mercy. Tlie motto is, kill, kill ; 
plunder, plunder j bum, bum. Suppose two hostile ships 
meet on the sea on Sunday, what do the chaplains pray for ? 
Ib it for love to God and love to man ? No ! but for death 
to destroy as many as possible of the other party; for the 
lire, and powder, and bomb-shells, and sahrra, that they do 
as much esecution as possible in marring the image of God, 
and hurrying mortals before their time to the bar of an 
eternal Judge. No single extensive cause has worked more 
efficiently to abolish the Sabbath, and bring it into dese- 
cration than war. All history unites in casting this sin at 
its door, and God will hold war-makers to account as so far 
Sabbath-breakers. 

We need not waste many words on the point that the 
vices of intemperance, profaneness, and licentiousness have 
a rank growth in war. The single key of explanation is, 
that the whole animal nature is called into action. The 
passions and appetites are supplied with unusual means of 
excitement. The moral restraints of home and surrounding 
sodety are taken off. The refuse of society congregate in 
the camp, and he must be a moral hero who is not soon 
laughed out of his virtuous scruple at any vice. The army 
has in it many good men, as the world goes, but their in- 
fluence is comparatively overpowered by the daring spirits 
of wickedness. 

Something has been done during the last twenty years 
to stay the rav^es of inteniperance, but this war engenders 
habits of excess, and tends to i-eopen the flood-^aiea of deso- 
lation. For the recruiting and enlisting rendezvous lias not 
unfrequently been a grog-shop. Rum has been the pre- 
siding genius of the mess-room and the camp. Bum has 
been the spirit of battle. Sutlers and retailers have throng- 
ed the encampments, and, in spite of the strictest commands 
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of the officers, tJiej- have found way lo appropriate the last 
cent of the poor soldier for a glass of nun. The disbanded 
soldiers will scatter aaew through the length and breadth of 
the land the prolific seeds of intemperance. 

The violent pfissions and the reckless feelings enraged by 
war naturally find their vent in the most homble profane- 
ness. This vice is as congenial to ileets and armies, as birds 
to the air, or fishes to the sea. Jt js spoken of m hntorj as 
a wonderful triumph that Cromn ell w as able to baniah it 
from his Puritan troops. But most geneijls hive taken no 
pains, and liad no desire to have the thud commandment 
observed by their men ; indeed, is an almo t unii er^al rule, 
they have been themselves gi-ossly addicted lo this practice, 
whicli is neillier "brave, polite, nor wise." From tlie camp, 
from the man-of-war, more curses tlian blessings, more oatha 
than prayers go up before high heaven. If you wish to 
imtiate a young man in a short time into this soul-destroying 
habit, you could not do better than to send him to the battle- 
field, where human nature is wrought up to the highest 
pitcb of maddened,- defiant, ferocious, blood-thirsty passion 
(and must be so in order to do the awful work which is to 
be done there), and pours out volleys of profaneness against 
heaven while discharging voOeys of death at heaven's chil- 
dren. He who wishes to see the doom of a profane and 
God-insulting people averted from bis country, will bold up 
both hands to vote against war. 

Licentiousness is another vice which ia diffiised by war. 
The habits of the camp in this particular are too well known 
to need deacriptioa. Indeed, multitudes flock to the stand- 
ard of war because they know that they siiall thus find 
means to gratify their passions. A chaste army would be 
as novel a thing in the world aa a sober one. The camp is 
the resort of hordes of abandoned females. 

When a besieged city is taken, it is sometimes the premium 
on the bravery of the soldiers to deliver it up to lust and 
plunder. 
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Such 13 llie licentiousness of war. The friend of purity 
ivili be the friend of peace. 

Indeed, when we consider the morals of war, — aad the 
late war, as we have demonstrated in the preceding pages, 
has been not an esception, but the fulfilment of the general 
rule, — we would "wi'eak" our thoughts on some such words 
(^ these, war, what shall we say of thee, thou dark 
spirit, thou fearful minister of wrath, thou flaming angel of 
swift desti-uction ? When thou art let loose, there is a 
shudder in heaven, and the angels veil their faces in horror. 
Tlie sound* of thy trumpet strikes ten-or to the mother's 
heart, and makes the sister turn pale with fear and fore- 
boding. "Wives shrink from the sound of thy coming, and 
children flee from the thunder and liavoc of thy train aa 
from the whirlwind. Is there purity? Thou dishonorest 
it. Is there temperance? Thou debauchest it. Is there 
mercy? Thou tumest it to stone. Is there love? Thou 
curdlest the milk of human kindness to liatred. Is there 
prosperity ? Thou cuttest off its resources, thou multipliest 
taxes. la there home? Thou layest it waste with fire and 
eword. Is there religion? Thou repealest every law of 
the decalogue, every precept of Christ. Is there patriot- 
ism ? Tliou puttest in place of the true a vile substitute, 
current neither among gods nor men. Is there honor? 
Thou chealest the world with a base compound, tJiat bears 
tlie same relation to true honor tliat pewter coin does to 
■pure silver. Is there freedom? Thou draggest her a bound 
captive at thy chariot wheels. Is there commerce ? Thou 
chasest her from the seas. Is there agriculture? Thou 
tramplest her harvests under the hoofs of thy coui-sers, and 
riotest in her plenty. Is there art, pi-actica! or ideal ? Thou 
burnest her workaiiops, thou plunderest her galleries. Is 
there any good thing on earth, which Leaven has given, or 
which maB has made ? Tliou art the curse and destruction 
of all. TPhere thou roovest, a garden is before thee, and a 
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desert behind thee. Thou art hell let loose upon the world ; 
and when we see Ihy banner in the sky, all the good angels 
of heaven seem to have taken flight, and left us to ourselves 
and to our own worst passions. Tliine attendant spivits are 
pain, and woe, and despair, and sickness, and licentiousness, 
and intemperance, and profancness, and Sabbath-breaking^ 
and murder, and robbery, and ci-uelty. Thy victories are 
the defeats of humanity. Thy conquests are the losses of 
liberty. Thy rejoicings are the wailings of the poor and 
suffering. -Thy glories are the shame of immortjils, and the 
trophies of tigers and hyenas. Thy laurels are red with 
blood, and thy hosannas are the shrieks of the wounded, the 
yells of the dying, the sobs of widows, the cries of orphans, 
and the lamentations of nations. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

E-SPIKIT AKD TtJE < 



"The depravity occnsionLd Ij « »r is not lonfined lo tVe aitny 
Every species of vice gams cround in a nation during war And 
when IL war is brought to n clo^'* seldom peihips does a. eommuiiitj 
retuni to its former standard ot morals —Noah WoKi-ESTtR 

"What distinguishes war is not that man is eJain hut that he ia 
slain, spoiled, eruslied by (be cmeltv the injustice the treacherv the 
mnnterons hnnd of man. Tlio evil is moial evil Wax la the conccn- 
tratjon of all humnn enmes Ueie is its diEtingniahing ao(urseil 
hnind. Under its standird Rather violi-nce miiln;nit> Tii^ iraud, 
perfidy, rap'adty, and lust - Cn\NM\o 

"We devote this chapter to what we regard as the chief 
evils of the Mexican war The moral and sf intual fieul- 
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ties are at the head of the human constitution, and the in- 
terests resulting fi-otn thera and involving their development 
and welfiire, are the leading intei-ests of liuroan society. 
Whatever reverses this order, and puts last what should he 
first, and first wliat should be last, desfi-oys the true per- 
spectiveof human life. War, perhaps more than any other 
single cause, works this stupendous wrong. It discredits 
and dwarfs the moral man. It supplies undue excitements 
and gratifications to all the animal passions. It .obscures 
the tEue end of our existence, and substitutes, in place of the 
honor and dignity of serving God and man, the gorgeous 
mockery of mditary glory. 

Had the war now in question been instrumental of the 
loss of not one dollar or one life, and yet had it laid waste 
the great moral and religions interests of the United States 
and Mexico, and left a deep wound upon the cause of Christ, 
we should assign it a foremost place among the foes of our 
laws, our liberties, and every social, materia!, and political 
interest. For every part of our complicated life is con- 
nected with every other part, as joint with joint, and limb 
with Urab in the body. If one suffer, all the Others suifer 
with it. When the moral interests of society are thrown 
into disorder, the evil extends through every department of 
thought and action. We have by an enumeration of separate 
evils demonstrated that, if every other argument failed, the 
immoralities of this invasion stamp it with the darkest colors 
of guilt, and cover it with the deepest abhoiTence of the 
feeling heart and the tender conscience. We have examined 
its legei', and looked into its hospitals, and recited its hor- 
rors, but we will now consider its spirit. Space will compel 
us to be brief, where a volume only could do fidl justice to 
the subject. 

It is sometimes alleged, that those who flghl have no 
enmity, one towards another, and that it is not that they 
hate their enemies, or wish them evil ; but they contend at 
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the call of tlieir country, and are just as good friends when 
they stflp firing aa any men in the world. Witness, it ia 
said, tiie kind acts they do each other, and the relief they 
give to the wounded and dying foeman. So be it. Let all 
possible palliations relieve the horrid picture of the held ot 
blood. It docs us good to think that what is beat m man 
sometimes appears even araid such scenes. But we propose 
to record some indications of the war-spirit, and to show 
that where there is such a spirit, the spirit of revenge, h ird- 
heartedness, cruelty, delight in the sufferings of others, or 
cold-blooded indifference to them, there cannot be the spirit 
of him, who stud, " Love your enemies." And certmnly 
we are not allowed to repeal his laws of love, mutu^ good 
will, intercessory prayers for our enemies, and returning 
them good for evil ; no, not even for an hour, though that 
hour be the period of battle. How then can war and Chris- 
tianity agree together? If it be possible to love our enemies 
at the moment we are pouring voliies of grape into their 
dense ranks, and to pray for them at the time we are medi- 
tating a charge with naked bayonets, fheri we c; 
of a war conducted on Christian principles and 
but not otherwise. " War must be," as Robert Hall says, 
" a temporary repeal of the principles of virtue," The truth 
is, that men cannot be brought up to the point of fighting 
except by the stress of most powerf'ul motives, and those 
motives in general are drawn from the animal passions. 
Generals have usually deprecated a strong religious influ- 
ence in the camp.* Some have gone so far as to declare, 
the worse man, the better soldier. There is a species of 
morality in war, but it is of a very abject nature. Far are 
we from denying that there are many good men engaged in 

* The examiniag committee of the Mililarj Academy at West Point 
stiLle the significant fact in their report, 1849, that the chapter or sec- 
tion on War in Wayland's Moral Science, a text book in the inslilatiott, 
is cot B^lraitted in tJie eosrac of Etufiies '. 
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the army and navy, but if there are siwh, it is ia spite of the 
Bfarit of war, not in obedience to it. The better men, and 
the more comprehensive Christians they become, the more 
thoroughly will they abhor their calling, and say, with a 
British officer of lugh rank in the army to Ins associates, 
" ours is A danmable profession." 

The war-spirit of the press has ^ven expression to scnti- 
meots during the conflict like the following. "We do not 
give the names oC the pajwrs and reviews, because our 
object is to Hlastrate a principle, not to attack persons. But 
we quote from highly-respected and widely-circulated jour- 
nals. 

These are the words of one ; " Nothing but a complete 
subjugation of Mexico seems to answer the present emer- 
gency. Foraging on the enemy, and levying contributions 
were at !ast agreed upon. The anxiety in every man'a 
countenance to-day is stioa^y d^icte^ and the universiiJ 
cry is, war in earnest-— war ; not for peace, but for conquest 
and subjugation, — a real bona fide war, which supports itself 
and seizes on the enemy's treasure. "Unless we distress the 
Mexicims, carry destruction and loss <^ life to every fireside, 
and make them feel a rod of iron, th^ will not respect us." 

Another journal speaks thus ; " Under these circumstances, 
and in view of the perfidious conduct of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, our Government is bound by eveiy c<»isideratioB 
of honcn-, d«ty and justice, to chastise them most effectually, 
and to beat tiicm into a :£spositIon itt ask for peace, and to 
accept it on such terms as we may be disposed to grant 

" No more offers of peace, — no more paying for supplies, 
— no more confidence in the professiMis and promises of the 
enemy ; but stern, vigorous, relentless war, until our just de- 
mands are fully complied with. Such must and will be our 
policy now." 

Another gives utterance to the foUawing; "Our work of 
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subjugation and conquest must go on np ilj m th augmented 
forces, and, as far as possible, at t! B exppn e oi Mes co 
herself. From Mexican eontribulion'i 1p\ ei ind e zed it 
need be, by the strong hand, our tu-mies must now be sub- 
sisted and supported in the field. The policy of forbearance 
and conciliation, however magnanimously adopted by us, 
and in hoivever generous an attitude it may have hitherto 
presented us before the world, is now exhausted. It has met 
with no response, hut new rancor and contumely from our 
vanquished foe. Henceforth we niust seek peace, and compel 
it, by inflicting upon our enemy all the evils of war," 

Another expatiates tlius ; " With a nation like Mexico, 
with whom ao accommodation can be hoped for, and as sad 
experience has shown, no faith in treaties, even when made, 
can be enterkiined, there can be no end to the war short of 
her annihiliktion as a nation. The matter should be taken in 
hand, in the spirit of Bonaparte's bulletins, in commencing 
the Prussian war: " The House of Bran'denburgh has ceased 
(o reign in Europe," His vigorous strokes ceased not until 
tiiat edict was apparently accomplished, and a few weeks 
sufficed for the purpose. Of the same nature should be our 
proceedings. " The Spaniards have ceased to rule in 
Mexico," should be the motlo, and corps after corps poured 
in at all quarters, until it is enacted." 

Another speculates after this wise ; " if Santa Anna still 
holds out, then we must take it for granted that the Mexican 
people want vinx to the knife ; and it will be time for our 
government to resort to the severest measures ii! order to 
make the war tell upon the population. It is to be hoped 
that our army will then forage on the enemy, lay every 
town and hamlet through which it passes under heavy con- 
tribution, and instead of suffering the wealthy citizens 1o 
depart and withdraw to the interior, retain them as hostages 
for keeping the peace." 

Still another exhorts to a miUtary colonization ; " Let our 
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armies begin immediately to ratliat* from the city of Mexico 
into all the Mexican States. And then, as a finishing stroke, 
our Government should give freely of the Mexican domain 
lo as many of our citizens as would emigrate. This would 
soon fill up the country with ariaed Americans, who would 
complete not only the subjugation, but the civilizatiott of 
Mexico." 

"A manifest-destiny" ectitor holds forth thus ; " The 
glorious sierras and valleys of Mexico are fated to be linked 
to the mountains and prairies rf the United States.* • . * 
Politicians may connive, or quake and tremble as they will ; 
"Wilmot Provisos, Abolition, and Disruption of the Union 
are lost in the tremendous shout of the American people, 
Mexico must not, — shall not he abandoned ! * * Shall 
we resist Providence, that guides the course of nations ? • * 
A continent for freedom ; its boundary the icebei^s on tho 
north, the oceans east and west, and Central America, (until 
we need it,) on the eouth, and short of that boundary, no 
human power can stop the irresistible current of the Anglo 
Saxon race." 

But the following atrocious sentences are almost too bad 
to copy, did they not illustrate a feeling but too prevalent, 
though sometimes expressed in more refined words. 

" We go for giving the Mexicans hell, whether Christ be 
our guide or not. "We go for whipjring them thoroughly, 
any way ; and we must do it, or stand disgraced in the eyes 
of the civilized world. None of your senlimentalism, — none 
of your " weary, wounded and worn" ItHes. If we had lis- 
tened to them in by-gone times, the star-spangled banner 
would not, as it now does, float in proud triumph over every 

One more ; " "We trust now that we shall hear no more of 
armistices or suspension of hostilities, at leaat from our side. 
War, vigorous, devastating, unrelenting war, is the Only 
resource, and it is to be hoped that the Mexicfuis will be 
made to esperiance it." 
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A member of Congress said in hia ofBdal seat ; " He 
trusted it would be a war of conquest ; he was not one of 
tbose who would have a mild wai-, who were afraid of strik- 
ing heary blows. He would show no mercy till the war 
was ended. If he would have bis own way, one blow should 
follow another without mercy." 

Says a Governor of a State," in my judgment, the motto, 
to ' conquer a j>eaee.' is now made indispensable — ^there is 
no alternative. Then let the nation's power be summoned 
to a mighty effort, and let it break upon that devoted country, 
peal after peal, in one unceasing note of thunder. Let the 
public right arm be made bare, and the sword remain un- 
sheathed until peace is extorted," 

Let these suffice to exhibit the war-mania that seized 
upon a portion of the American press, and politicians. 
Must not such sentiments demoralize the public mind 
wherever circulated? 

But we proceed to another point. Let us see what is the 
war-spirit of warriors, and how far it accords with the pre- 
cepts, spirit, and example of our beloved Eedeemer in his 
sojourn on earth. Hei-e, too, we avoid tlie invidiousness of 
giving names for an obvious reason, We attack a system, a 
custom, not individuals. Our aim is principles, not men. 
What are the most prominent ideas, which some men attach 
to such words as grand, hriUiithi, spkndid, heaviiftil, glorious, 
etc, will appear -in these extracts. We copy from .official 
reports chiefly. The italics are ours. 

Says Lieut. , " Whilst this was being done, I galloped 

to the top of tlie hill above Arispa's mills, where a grand 
sight burst upon my view. The whole column (of the ene- 
my) was winding its way along the foot of the mountain 
and through the ravines, more than half the column being 
in range of my gun. I galloped back to bring it up, placed 
it in position and fired rapidly into their crowded ranks, pro- 
ducing considerable confusion, and much e: 
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Tliis is the description of anothei- at tlie terrible siege of 
Vera Cruz ; " In a few jnomenta the steamers, Spitfire and 
Vixen, and five gunboats, the whole under command of 

Captain of the navy, ran in close to the lime-hiln, and 

opened a beaiuifvl iire ivith !ai^e Paixhan guns upon 
the town and castle. Nothing could have been done more 



" Soon after our batteries opened, Captain ^ 

Major , stepped out to a rather exposed position 

witness the effect of our shells. " Major," remarked Captain 
v., with enlJaisiasm, " as you pass the mortars, please tell 
the ofiieere tliat die shell are doing their duty aceuratelj/." 

Another officer writes as follows ; " The stormi 
Cerro Gordo was a magnificent spectacle, as well as i 
the most brilliunt, if not t/ie most hnUiant feat ever accom- 
plished by American arma. What a glorioits feeling ofela- 
ti<m took possession of my sovl.at thai rnoment I I cam 
describe it Of the wounded, dead, and dying, we will r 
speak. I have seen Death robed in all his ghaatly terrors, and 
feel tliat I am becoming indifferent to the sufferings of my 
fellows ; my pKifession demands it." 

Of an Amei'ican Lieutenant, aged 72, a -correspondent of 
the Jlfew I'orl: Post says, " he had left a home of afilu- 
ence and ease, with the expressed wish to die in the service 
of his country, and, if need be, on the field of battle. ' Tiiey 
cannot cheat me out of many more years,' said he. When 
ordered with a battalion, lite a forlorn hope, to the trying 
contest in the mountains, ho exclaimed with a looL of joy, as 
he drew his sword: ' Now, boys, this looks like doing some- 
thuig.'" 

"I remained with him," says the surgeon attendant on the 

dying Blaj. "all night. He had but little pain, and at 

inten-als had some sleep. During the night he gave me 
many incidents of the battle, and spoke witli much pride of 
of /lis shot. He had but one thing to regret. 
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and that was the small number of men at his command." 
His only regret that he could not kill more Mexicans ! " The 

condition of the brave and esteemed Capt. " says au 

eye-witness, " is melancholy indeed. The whole of hia lower 
jaw, with a pait of his tongue and palate, m sliot away by a 
graps-sliot. Ho, however, survives, though entirely incapable 
of speech. He communicates hia thoughts by writing on a 
slate, and receives lie necessary nutriment for the support 
of life with much dif&culty. He does not desire to live, hut 
converses wUk ekeerfalneas and extdladon upon the siiccess of 
our arms, and concluded an answer to some queries con- 
cerning the battle of the 9th, by writing, ' iPe gave the Mexi- 
eansheUJ" 

«"When Lieut. , during the battle of Euena Vista, 

was sent by Gen. Taylor," says the New Orleans Bulletin, 
" with' a flag to a detached body of 1000 to 1500 Mexicans, 

that were being cut to pieces by our fire. Col. was on 

the eve of charging them with his dragoons ; hut as Lieut. 

was passing with his white flag displayed, rode 

out and crossed his path to inquire the object of his mission. 
'I am going to tell those fellows to suri-ender, in order to 
save their lives.' — 'Wait till I have cliarged them.' — 'Im- 
possible ; the old man has sent me, and I must go.' — ' But, 

my good fellow,' said entreatingly, 'for God's sake just 

reiii up for five niiiiutes, and give us a cliance at them.' — 
' Would do any thing to oblige you. Colonel ; but I have the 
old man's ordere, and there is no help for it.' And he gave 
rein to his horse, while the Colonel returned to the head of 
his regiment in the worst of all possible humors against the 
tilings called flags of truce." 

The diabolical passion of fighting for the love of fighting 
is illustrated by tliis rep6rt of an American General, in the 
bomh:irdment of a Mexican town, in which 219 were killed, 
and 300 wounded. 

"As we approached, several shots were fired at us, and, 
2i 
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deeming it unsafe to risk a street figJit in an unknown town 
at night, I ordered the artillery to he posted on a hill near 
the town aad overlooking it, and open ita fire. — Now ensued 
one of the most beaiOifid sights conceivable. Every gun was 
served with the utmttst rapidity; and the crasli of the walla 
and the roofs of the houses when struck by our shot and 
shell, was mingled with the roar of artillery. The bright 
light of the moon enahled us to dii'ect our shots to the most 
thickly populated parts of the (ov>n'' 

At another action, in his report says another ofGcer, now 
promoted to a generalship, "I cannot speak too highly of 
Capt. K. and his management of his batteries, 'His shells 
and shot feU beautifully upon houses and churehes where the 
enemy were in great numbers. Whenever his shot took 
effect, the firing soon ceased," 

Such is the spirit of war and warriors,* and such, from 
the necessity of the case, it ever must be. How totally in- 
consistent with the spirit of the New Testament! Is it not 
a hidden art, even in this inventive age, to wage war upon 
Christian principles and seniiments? Killing men, women, 
and children can hardly be done on the basis of loving our 
neighbors, or foraying our enemies. The single question is, 
whether Christ be our supreme Master or not. When that 
is settled, it will be comparatively easy to dispose of the ques- 
tion of war. 

* The many controversies and quarrels among the aulhors and advo- 
catea of this war and the offieers of the army and navy strikingly illua. 
trate the comhuslible nature of the materials on whith the war-syslem 
is built. Perhaps we ask too much of men, who cannot keep the peace 
among their own coontrjmen, that they should keep the peace with 
the rest of mankind. Witness the qurmi wars of Scott ps. Trist, Pillow 
vs. Scott, Scolt IS. Marey, Keamcy its. Fremont, Fi-emont ks. Mason, 
Benton vs. Kearney, to say nothing of other conlrovcreies and duels. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

" War is in ilself a mighty evil, nn incongruity in a scheme of Boeial 
harmony, a canker at the heart of improvement, a living lie in a Chris- 
tian land, a curse at all dmcs." — Losdos Timeb. 

It has already been shown by a detailed examination of 
separate items, that tlie late war has been totally inconsistent 
witli the comnjands and spirit of the Gospel. But we treat 
now of its general spirit. It has been an appeal to might, 
and there is no evidence that the success of a battle is any 
proof of the justice of tJie cause of the victors. Napoleon 
once remarked, that he had always taken notice that Provi- 
dence favored tlie heavy battalions! Victory perches on the 
banner of might, not always on that of right. 

We have seen that even the usual laws of war, and laws 
of nations, have been rudely broken by the barbarities per- 
petrated on both sides ; how much more then that perfect 
law of love, revealed by Jesus Christ ! If the doctrines of 
Grotius and Vattel have been set at nought, how much more 
have those of Paul and John? 

The inconsistency of our invasion of Mexico with the 
Christian faith has been brought into a stronger contrast, 
from the fact, tliat at the very moment we were loading 
down a vessel of war to the very edge with bread-stuifs for 
the famisliing Irish, and despatching them on this mission of 
mercy, we were sending bomb-ships, laden with the most 
destructive implements of war, to lay waste the cities of 
Mexico, and bury men, women, and children in the rums of 
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their dwellings and churches. It is a serious inquiry for 
every Cbrisiian, whether, while we have thus been aiming 
fafal hlows at the physical life of a sister republic, we may 
not have placed ourselves in the way of i-eceiving the fmita 
of spiritual death in ourselvei. 

We can conceive of no line of antitheses more directly 
pitched, one against the other, than the qualities called into 
the most lusty life and growth by such a war, and those 
recommended and enforced ia the instructions of our blessed 
Lord, and shining with a holy and beautiful light ia his char- 
acter, " as the brightness of the firmament." It is ambition 
fi-oniing meekness; pride, lowliness of mind; revenge, for- 
giveness ; retaliation, forbearance ; cruelty, mercy ; wrong, 
justice ; Late, love. " They," said Erasmus, " who defend 
war, must defend the dispositions which iead to it ; and these 
dispositions are absolutely forbidden by the Gospel." 

Mexico was weak, we were strong. Common magnanim- 
ity, much more that holy law that bids us "support the weak, 
and he patient towards all men," condemns the onslaught of 
war. In private life, our blood boib with indignation to see 
the feeble beset and maltreated by the robust. Does the 
magnitude of scale alter the nature of the rule ? Speaking 
of those most immediately responsible for the war, Mr. Gal- 
latin says, ia his widely-circulated pamphlet, "there is not 
one of them, who would not spurn with indignation the most 
remote hint that, on similar pretences to those alleged for 
dismembering Mexico, he might be capable of attempting to 
appropriate to himself hia neighbor's farm." But can the 
hiw of Chmtian honesty be so palpably violated in the 
smaller instance supposed, and does it receive no wound in 
the larger one? 

It has been complained of by the advocates of this war 
that the pulpit has generally been arrayed against it. The 
fact is probably true. The great mass of the clergy of every 
denomination have uttered their condemnation of the war 
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They have preached and prajed against it. Indeed they 
have felt that no prayer or song could be made out of the 
subject, except in distinct and decided opposition to cari7ing 
our arms beyond the boundaries of our enormous territory 
into those of a weak and distracted neighbor. The eccle- 
siastical bodies of this country, wit!! scareely an exception 
in the free States, have come out in votes and resolutions of 
the most stringent condemnation of the war.* These facta 
may show how utterly they have deemed it to be opposed to 
the Gkispel of Jesus Christ, and may by some he regarded 
as an intimation, though by no means a proof, that such waa 
the reality. 

But, in marked contrast with the above, we record aa 
exemplifications of the fatal, corrupting influence of the war- 
miasma, the cases of some even oT the ministers of Christ, 
■who entered the army, and who preached and prayed in 
iavor of the war. A private letter from a Lieutenant in 
the service, says ; " We have here among the volunteers a 
preacher who is a captain, his oflicers and non-commissioned 
officers are deacons of his church ; and the privates mem- 
bers. He js called the fighting Preacher. He and his com- 
pany are from ." 

"We have already mentioned that a preacher was kiUed in 
the ranks in the battle of Euena Vista. 

Sermons, which are now before us, were preached both 
on the Eio Grande, and at the city of Mexico before the 
troops, justifying the war, talking largely of the "Anglo 
Saxon destiny," comparing the progress of the American 
arms with llie enU'ance of the children of Israel into the land 
of Canaan, and giving the sanctions and benedictions of Chris- 
tianity to the awful wrongs and barbarities of one of the 
most cruel, sanguinary, and demoralizing wars on record. 

* Advocate of Peace, Nor, and Dec. 1847, pp.IM — 137. Feb. 1848, 
pp.!66,167. Oct. 1348,pp.274 — 27G. 
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But we need not say that this surely is no period of the 
world for true Christians to justify war, and especially wars 
of aggrandizement, retaliation, and slavery. When could 
the Mexican invasion assume a more hideous aspect in the 
eyes of good men, than at a time when the missionaries of 
the cross ai-e penetrating (o the remotest parts of the earth 
on their glorious errand of evangelizing the heathen ; * and 
when even Mohammedan powers, the Sultan of Turkey, the 
Sliah of Persia, the Imaam of Muscat, and the Arahian 
chiefs have either abolished slavery, or very much re- 
stricted it ; and when there seems to he a universal move- 
ment in the world towards a happier age of Freedom, Peace, 
and Philantlii-opy. Thus the spirit of the age rehukes and 
condemns our war. For into that spirit Las entered, we 
helieve, some faint portion of " the mind that was in Christ" 
Surely this of all periods, since the world began, is not the 
diiy to exact "the pound of flesh next the heart" with a 
cruel greediness, nor to resent injuries with a hasty 
revenge, nor to flght for glory, territory, or oppression. Let 
us hope that our countrymen wili yet come to tlieir senses, 
and fi'own upon a spirit and a career so utterly at variance 
with the holy religion we profess, and check any symptoms 
of a renewal of wars of invasion, conquest, and slavery. 

*A Oiincse eniijeror once said: "Wherever Christians go they 
whiten the soil with human bones ; and I will not have Chrislianitj in 
my empire." 

A Turk at Jcrna.ilem once sniil lo Wolff, tlie niissionaiy, " Why do 
jon como to ns?" The missionmy repliecl, "(o bring you peace." 
"Pencel" replied the Turk, leading him to a window, and pointing lo 
Monnt Calvnry, " there ! npon tlie very spot where jour Lord ponrcd 
out his bbod, the Mohnmmedan is obliged lo intei-fere to prevent Chris- 
tians from shedding the blood of each otlicr!"— Cii^Hflicf 0/ Pence. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

THE WESSONS OP THE WAK WITH MEXICO. 

" Oiii' sole Sim being to pi'omote the cause of permanent peace Tiy 
turning this war into efftciual warnings iigninst resorts to tbo swotd 
hereafter." — Pbopobals fob a Review or the Wak bt the 
AiiEKicAH Peace Socieiv. 

A BRIEF survey of some of the more prominent lessons, 
taught lis by the events of the last two years, is all that can 
be given now, though the future will no doubt tea,c!i us faf 
more upon this subject than the past. 

The friends of peace had fondly cherished the hope that 
pure repuUics, the governments of the many as contradis- 
tinguished from monarchies and aristocrades, the govern- 
ments of the one, or the few, would be pacific. War lias 
been charged upon rulers, thougb. it has been confessed it 

"b a gBine, w!iich, were tlicit subjects wise, 
Kings lYonld not play at." 

But we are disappointed. We see that republics can wage 
as fierce, brutal, and unjust wars, as feudal ajid despotic 
powers.* The mania of conquest may riot in the veins of a 
democracy as furiously as in those of a kingdom or empire. 

* ■Witness repnWienii France, waging a cruel war agninst republican 
Rome to restore the Pope ! The example of our wlckoJnoss will find 
in fntare history but too mnny imitators. Snch cases need not in the 
least shake oar fiuth in repoblicftnism; bat they should convince as of 
Iho necessity, if we would have a trne republicanism, of componading 
with, it largo admixtures of sound edocation, pure religion, and the 
Bpirit of universal brotherhood. 
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In this respect we ■witness the non-fulfilment of many -wise 
predictions and cherislied hopes. The very independence 
and self-reliance tauglit by free institutions malse the repub- 
lican the most formidable soldier on earth, when he cuts 
loose fi'om the scrujiles of a religious education. The state- 
rivalry and panting for distinction by the members of differ- 
ent sections of the Union have also blown up the war-passion 
to a hotter flame, and made tlie battle-iield an arena for the 
most intense competition. 

The Mexican war has accordingly taught us not to trust 
to political institutions alone, however free and admirable, 
for the maintenance of pacific relations among mankind. We 
must strike a higher key. We must appeal to deeper motives. 
Men may know their rights in a republic, and still be igno- 
rant of their duties. They may know their duties, and not 
discharge them. They may have a morbid jealousy of 
tyranny over themselves, aad yet play the tyrant over othera. 
We would bring no railing accusation agiunst our own, our 
native land. Heaven bless it, every acre and rood ! But 
because we love it, and would ever rejoice in its unsullied 
honor and Christian fame, we deeply, deptoringly remonstrate 
against the spirit of political propagandism. If we have so far 
lost sight of the nature of free institutions, and the true mis- 
fiion of the United States, aa to propose to offer. Mohammed- 
like, the alternative of freedom in one hand, and the swoi'd 
in the other, to the other nations of the earth, tlie sooner our 
days are numbered and finished, the happier for the peace 
of the world. We say thus much, not to give " Lud or com- 
fort" to any enemy of liberty and the institutions in which 
liberty is organized, but to "point the moral" of the late 
war. It is not that we love our country leas, but mankind 
more. It is not that we would be any the less devot^ 
patriots, but that we would sanctify and dignify that charac- 
ter by being the more devoted philanthropists and disciples 
of Christ. 
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And, in general, wo have been taught by this war how 
broken a reed we lean upon, when we propose to accomplish 
the magnificent result of a general, permanent peace by caiy 
temporal txpedien/s, any carnal weapons, any industrial, social, 
political, tommercial, or selfish arrangements. Satan cannot 
cast out Satan, nor can even selfishness itself exorcise the 
demoniac spirit of war. Jlen will hardly give up the grati- 
fication of their lusts, though tliey could turn a penny by it. 
Yea, we see that they will, under the instigation of the strong 
and animal passions, fling eveiy consideration of Interest, 
honest reputation, consistency, and safety to the winds, and 
embark in a crusade against which Iheir pockets, their lore 
of life, and every appurent interest cry out. But-wara and 
fightings come from a different part of the human constitution 
than the calculating faculties. A vliole boiling cauldron of 
ambition, excitement, pleasure, ret enge, sympathetic ai'dor, 
is in the breast of the volunteer, lie cannot he controlled 
except by principles and sentiments mightier than those tliat 
have usui'jied the dominion o^er his reason and conscience. 
But "where the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty;" 
liberty from those unsanctifted la'ils and passions of the 
human heart, out of which all the terrible deeds of war 
come, as streams of burning lava from the volcano. The 
motives that are to emancipate e\en the freest and most 
refined nations fram enacting the appalling tragedy of the 
battle-field, must descend from a higher plane Ihart the leger, 
the statute-book, and the laws and inleresls of conventional 
life. God must thunder and lighten out of heaven. Jesus 
must spread out his arms in the agony of the cross, as if to 
draw all men to their spiritual unity and head. Man's rela- 
tion to man, as a brother, owning equal rights, and bound hy 
equal duties, must be revealed in its full solemnity and ten- 
derness. Then, and not till then, can we hope to see this 
foul spirit cast out, from the hearts even of good men, much 
less out of the sensual mind. We welcome with delight 
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every new tie uniting distant lands in the intercourse of com- 
merce, science, and a material civilization. All hail to Ihe 
press, the steamboat, tLe railroad, and the telegi-aph, as 
connecting men together more and more, not by links of 
ii-on only, but by cords of love. But thecausesof warai-e too 
inveterale to he cured by any thing short of the miraculous 
touch of the Son of God. He is Ihe Prince of Peace. He, 
and he only, can say to a warring world, as he once said to 
the raging deep, " Peace, be still," and the winds and waves 
obeyed him. Thanks be accorded to all who are laboring 
for human improvement in every direction, and by every 
instrument, for they are co-laborers with the advocates of 
the uninterrupted brotherhood of nations. 

But chiefly as Cliristianity pervades the mass of mankind 
in its life-giving spirit and efficacy, will men awake to the 
unutterable wickedness of war, and learn its horrid arts no 
more. Civilization itself is no adequate remedy; but civili- 
zation, after the Christian type, and uplifted and empowered 
with Christian ideas, wilt outgrow war. It has outgrown 
many bai-barous notions and customs,— the orJea!, torture, 
persecution, superstition, — of eariier ages ; and it is only a 
question of time and faiiliful efibrt, when this great cmboUi- 
meat of barbarism shall drop off from the expanding limbs 
of Freedom, on which it has so long hung as a hideous and 
monsti"ou3 excrescence. 

Another lesson from these hostilities h, that what are called 
the improvements nf varfare are poor pretests to justify its 
contmuance. Commend us not to war as a thing iihich is 
very susceptible of improvement. The de^il cannot be dis- 
guised, though he be elotlied in a suit of broadclotlt, and 
have a musket and canteen, instead of a bow and arrows. 
He is still the devil. He was a murderer from tlie begin- 
ning, and he will be a murderer to ihe end. He ni!l make 
children orphans, and wives wMows, and parents childless. 
He may use different to'ols, the bomb instead of the baller- 
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ing-ram, the rifle instead of the cross-tow, and the cannon 
instead of the scythed chaiiot ; Imt the devil is the devil 
yet, and war is war. It cannot he smoothed, civilized, or 
evangelized. Much assurance indeed was given, tliat the 
late contest should be conducted on humsine and just princi- 
ples, so far as such a hellish work could be thus carried on. 
But the fulfilment of these fine promises must be looked for 
among the legitimate and illegitimate barbarities perpetrated. 
If large masses of men are trained to kill in the most dex- 
terous and scientific modes at the behest of their superiors, it 
cannot be thought very strange if they sometimes do a little 
murdering on their own private account. If they are led 
forth to conquest with their passions stimulated to the utmost 
■with the visions of national glory and aggrandizement, it 
were natural and pardonable, perhaps, that they should pilfer 
a trifle on their own hook, in view of the splendid example 
held up peipetuaJly to view. Such has been the fact. Plun- 
dering, massawesj cruelties, the killing of the wounded on 
the field of battle, and even in some eases burning alive at 
the stake, have been recorded on the highest official author- 
ity, as a part of the history of the Mexican war. Two free 
Christian nations, in the nineteenth century, going to war 
with one another, and in that war witnessing and perpetrat- 
ing barbarities that would disgrace New Zealand ! Away 
with the idle pretence, that war can ever be any thing else 
than barbarous, sanguinary, cruel, and full of all manner of 
evU ! Let not those who uphold it as the true method of 
settling international disputes, encourage the idea that it ever 
can be, fi-om the very nature of (he case, any thing else but 
violence, fraud, murder, and a temporary repeal of every 
commandment of the King of kings. If we are to have war, 
let QS call it war, nor seek to baptize it in any other Chris- 
tian title or surname. "Woe unto them that call evil good, 
and good evil ; that put darkness for light, and light for dark- 
ness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet fbr bitter !" 
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We see another proof in this contest of the essential injus- 
tice of all war. As a mode of redressing injuries, it iB per- 
fectly absurd, for it creates a thousand injuries and wrongs 
where it redresses one. It runs posterity into debt without 
their consent, and mortgages the industry and capital of 
future ages. Instead of punishing the guilty, it often visits 
the innocent with its heaviest calamities. The hattle-iield 
is not entitled in any sense to he regarded as a solenm tri- 
bunal of justice. The very notion of A battle is, that men 
temporarily lay aside all that they had gained by thou- 
sands of years of civiJizing and Christian processes, re- 
solve themselves into savages, and appeal from right, from 
reason, from the exercise of all those nobler faculties of our 
constitution, that had been predominant in peace, to the 
coarse, rude, and vindictive passions. The greatest of the 
poets drew it all to the life ; — 

"In peace, there's nothing eo hecomes a toon 
As modest stillnces and humility; 
Bnl when the blast of war bloivs in our ears, 
Then imitate the action of the tiger ; 
StitTcn the Hinews, summon up the blood, 
Disguise fair natmc willi hard-favored rage ; 
Then lend the eye a lerrihle aspert ; 
Let it prj througli the portage of the head, 
Like the brass cannon ; let the brow o'eiwhelm it. 
As fearfully as doth a galled rock 
O'erhang and jutty bis confounded base. 
Swilled with the wild and wasteful ocean ; 
Now set the teeth, and stretch the nostrils wide ; 
Hold hard the breath, and bend up evcrj- spirit 
To his full beighl." 

Our actions will, of course, partake of the nature of those 
passions or feelings which ai-e uppermost at the time we 
act. If then the deeds of war are performed under the 
powerful stress of the animal nature, they must of necessity 
be of like color and character, "earthly, sensual, devilish." 
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And by what alembic a long career, a campaign, or several 
campaigns of such actions are to be sublimated into justice, 
and wrong to be righted, and evils to be cured, and injuries 
to be placated, is more than we have been yet able to 
discover. Such temporary returns to the brutal age of the 
world inflict deep wounds upon a Christian state of society ; 
for they are a virtual renouncement for the time being of the 
reign of truth and justice, and they cast discredit and dis- 
couragement upon all the moral and religious instrumen- 
talities by which society is drawn up from the slough of sen- 
sual customs and habits into the light and life of civihzation. 

The Mexican war was, as we have seen, a signal example 
of this resorting to might instead of right, and employing the 
strong arm of force to compel the surrender of a part of 
another country. It was a compound of the crime of the 
highway-man, who puts his pistol at your head, and cries, 
" Deliver, or die," and the truckling of the pedlar who trades 
in small wares, and chuckles over his hard-driven bargain 
after it is made. Kevcr was there a finer opportunity for 
what might be called national magnanimity, than for the 
stronger power in this case to bear and forbear with the 
weaker one, and aid, not thwart it, in carrying out the ex- 
periment of repubhcan institutions. 

A score of names, perhaps, in the whole range of history, 
have been accounted, called great. But who are they ? 
How poor are all the results they left on eat'th compared 
with his who repressed the ignoble strife of his followers, 
who should be greatest. They were from below, he was 
from above. Some good men have attained tiie title, an 
Alfred, a Peter, a Charlemagne ; but most have been great 
in crime and blood ; an Alexander, a Pompey, a Csesar, a 
Herod, a Louis, a Henry, a Frederic, a Ciiarles, a Buona- 
parte. They were great in many things ; great, perhaps, in 
ability, great in resolution of will, great in means of influ- 
ence, and striking in their results ; but little in 
23 
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of a truly great character ; little in honesty, in truth, in love, 
mean, selfish, crafty, cruel, and implacable. They have been 
willing to sacrifice any amount of human life or happiness, 
to secure th«r end, and he accounted the greatest. But 
how poor the honor, how blood-stained the glory ! How 
many death-pangs it has taken to refine their thrill of plea- 
sure, how many tears to water their garlands of victory, how 
much human gore to dye their purple robes of royalty ! 
"What curses have loaded their names on earth, what awful 
memories must haunt them in the world of spirits ! 

We want no more such great ones. We have had enough 
of them. We want the truly great, the truly good. And if 
we would have such from among our youth, we must fill 
their heads and hearts not with pagan, or Mohammedan, but 
with Christian ideas and sentiments. We must baptize our 
children not only into the name of Christ, hut also into his 
spirit. We must show them how mucli greater in reality 
Jesus, the weU-boloved of the Father, was in waslung his 
disciples' feel^ than Xerxes riding forth at the head of his 
army to lay waste the fairest countries with fire and sword ; 
Jesus dying in ignominy on the cross, than Ca;sar making his 
triumphal procession into Eome with the spoils and captives 
of vanquished kingdoms. 

This strife has repeated, in fresh and distinct tones, this 
lesson of the perverted standard of judgment created by war. 
We see how poor a thing is mere animal courage, and mar- 
tial fame. We see that the most fariUiant deeds of the 
soldier, (soM^ier, the man who is sold), are of such a charac- 
ter tliat, were they done by any other profession, the actors 
would be convicted and punished as the highest offenders 
against the peace, and order, and rights of men. Wliat right 
can man dtam .thus to invent a system of war-morality, war- 
honor, war-reputation, which conflicts at every point with the 
government of the Most High ? 

The true nature of much that passes current in society as 
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n of the highest kind, when exhibited in war, is so 
well exposed by a moflcrn writer, Dr. Bushnell, that we 
need not apologize for repeating his dialinclion between 
" bravery " and " courage."* 

" No, the true hero is the great, wise man of duty, — he 
whose soul is armed by truth and supported by the smile of 
Grod, — he who meets life's perils with a cautious but tran- 
quil spirit, gathers strength by facing its storms, and dies, if 
he is called to die,-.as a Christian victor, at the post of duty. 
And if we must have heroes, and wars wherein to make 
them, there is no so brilliant war as a war with wrong, no 
hero so fit !o be sung as he who has gained the bloodless 
victory of truth and mercy. 

" Bat if bravery be not the same as courage, still it is a 
very imposing and plausible eounterfeit. The man himself 
is told, after tlie occasion is past, how heroically he bore him- 
self, and when once liis nerves liave become tjanquillized, he 
begins even to believe it. And since we cannot stay con- 
tent in the duO, uninspired world of economy and work, we 
are as ready to see a hero as he to be one. Nay, we must 
have our heroes, as I just said, and we are ready to harness 
ourselves, by the million, to any man who will let us flght 
him out the name. Thus we And out occasions for war, — 
wrongs to be redressed, revenges to be taken, such as we 
may feign iospiration and play the great heart under. We 
collect armies, and dress up leaders in gold and high colors, 
meaning, by the brave look, to inspire some notion of a hero 
beforehand. Then we set the men in .phalanxes and squad- 
rons, where tlie personality itself is taken away, and a vast 
impersonal person, called an array, a magnanimous and 
brave monster, is all that remains. The masses of fierce 
color, the glitter of steel, the dancing plumes, the waving 
flags, the deep thi-ob of the music litUng every foot, — under 

* Phi Beta Oration at Camliridge, 1848, pp. 21, 52. 
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these the living acres of men, possessed by the one thought 
of playing brave to-day, are rolled on to battle. Thunder, 
Are, dust, blood, groans, — what of these ? — nobody thinka 
of these, for nobody dares to think till the day is over, and 
then the world rejoices to behold a new batch of Iieroes ! 
" And this ia the Devil's play that we call war." 
And, finally, we have been startled by this wild crusade 
into a new conviction of the vast latent tcarspirit of our 
country and of the world, and the necessity of more unliring 
and devoted labors, and more comprehensive plans to carry 
the peace enterprize to a triumphant couclusion. We be- 
lieve in the true mission or destiny of our nation to illustrate 
the idea of Freedom and a Christian State. But if we dis- 
own the glorious career, God is not so poor that he has not 
other nations and races which he can employ for purposes 
equally grand and beneficent. We may hug the delusive 
phantom that we are a species of Israel among other people, 
but let us not forget that Israel did not escape the fiery 
furnace of punishment and retribution for all their traoa- 
gressiona and backslidlngs. 

And, as we reflect upon the work to be done to guide this 
giact republic ou a safe and peaceful career, we ask who is 
BufScient for these things ? Oh, for parents of peace, who 
will make their well-ordered families so many living peace 
societies ! Oh, for Christian teachers, who will early train 
(he tender minds under their care to govern those passions 
whence wars and fightings come ! Oh, for Christian histo- 
rians, who will write the dark register of crime and cruelty 
with a melting heart, and a righteous, wholesome indig- 
nation, and warn while they instruct ! Oh, for statesmen of 
peace, who will feel that they ai-e amenable to God more 
than man, to Christ than to country, and that every war is a 
Btah at the very existence of civil society, a reversal of dvil- 
ization, a suicide of the republic ! Oh, for Gospel ministers, 
who will proclaim the whole coansel of God on tliis subject. 
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and from the commanding station of the pulpit, with the 
meek wisdom of tlieir master, win all men to " study the 
things that make for peace!" 



CHAPTEU XXIX. 



" In thirty-ono days the natural results of this eyslcra of peace anil 
fralcmity bave (>een more valuohle to the CHUse of France and of 
liberty and of Poland htriclf, than ten battles with torrents of blood." 



Wb have already argued at length oa the beginning and 
ending of the war, as instructive and striking lessons of 
peace. In continuafjon and expansion of the same idea, in 
a little different direction, we would take up the means of 
preventing war by negotiation, ai'hitration, congress of na- 
tions, or some other method. Surely such an infernal system 
ought not to go on without the wisest counsels, and the most 
strenuous efforts of all Christi^ins, patriots, and philanthro- 
pists to arrest it. " Shall the sword devour forever ?' We 
believe not. We have full faith, that there is latent abhor- 
rence enough against war in Christendom to sheathe the 
sword, were it given utterance, and positive, practical appli- 
cation. There is an amount of sleeping indignation and 
opposition, so to aay, in the minds of the Christian men and 
women in America, were it called forth, oi^anized, and put 
into execution, to sweep the accursed institution among our- 
selves into eternal oblivion. But hitherto thers have not 
23» 
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been sufficient decision and action on the subject. "We have 
tampered and played and compromised wifli the evil. We 
have perhaps unconsciously and unintentionally, but actually, 
■nursed the war-passion in tlie tender minds of our childi-en 
and youth. Our great institutions of array, navy, militia, 
arsenals, naval and military schools, have done much to 
"educate the heart of the people for war." We have gloried 
in the past wars of our young republic, and promoted their 
heroes to the most brilliant posts of honor and emolument 
at home and abroad. 

The subject of Peace and War, therefore, comes as 
surely under the law of cause and effect, as that of any 
other in tiie material or moral world. The causes and 
means of Peace, if properly and faithfully employed, would 
eventually result in peace. Just as the causes and means 
of War have resulted in war. With a peace-education, a 
peace-literature, a true, and not a counterfeit " peace-estab- 
lishment," a peace-administration of the general government, 
and shall we not say in view of some feets which have been 
stated in this essay, a peace-religion, the i-elalions of the 
United Stales with every other government would be con- 
solidated on a pacific basis, which nothing would be able to 
shake. And to the furtherance and ultimate carrying out of 
these peaceful influences on the part of society at lai^e, two or 
three additional ideas should be incorporated into the peiv 
manent law of nations. 

1. Medialiim and Arhitration. These instnimcnfs of avert- 
ing war, settling international questions, or putting an end to 
hostilities, have been often employed of late, and oftener as 
the relations of nations to one another have been seen more 
in a Christian lights and as falling, like the relations of in- 
dividuals one to another, under all the solemn and binding 
eanctions of the law of God. 

Thus, in the very matter of these difficulties between 
Meaieo and Texas and the United States, we have no less 



Hosted byGoOgIC 



StTBSTITDTES FOR WAR. 271 

than three instances of the friendly offices of other gorem- 
menta, and in two of them the result waa partially or wholly 
successful, and promoting a good understanding. 

In adjusting the claims for Mexican spoliations, 1840 — 
1842, a Prussian umpire was employed to decide between 
the Mexican and American commissioners. 

In 1845, through the intervention of Great Britain and 
France, Mexico consented to acknowledge the independence 
of Texas, " provided she would stipulate not to annex her- 
self or become subject to any country whatever." That 
provision was not however fulfilled. 

In 1846, Great Britain offered her mediation both to 
Mexico and the United States, to effect a treaty of peace, 
but by both powers it was either declined, or neglected. 

But were there a proper spirit prevailing among the high 
officers of Christian governments, and were they sustained 
by the good sense and forbearance of the people, it would 
be held to be no more derogatory for two nations to accept 
the intervention of a third power to effect a peace, or to 
prevent war, or to submit their disputes to a friendly arbi- 
tration, than it is for individuals to do the same or simi- 
lar things in their private transactions. Unfortunately 
however, the sensitivness of national honor is such, that it 
often refuses, after the duelist's example, to be satisfied with 
any tiling short of human blood. "Were the great mass of the 
population in any civilized country brought to see and un- 
derstand the miseries, losses, and sins of war, they would 
sustain their rulers by the omnipotence of public opinion in 
any honest measures that would avert such an inundation of 
evils. How much more truly honorable in the sight of God 
and the nations would it have been, to submit our questions 
with Mexico to a board of impartial referees, or to accept 
the mediatorial offices of fnendly powers to stay the rivers 
of blood ! He who in private life is bent upon going to Jaw 
with his neighbor, and rejecW the proffers of conciliation, 
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is thought to be governed by sinister mt^ives of revenge 
apprehension of the badness of his cause, or of the results 
of an unbiassed examination. May not a hke unfavorable 
construction be put upon the conduct of the nation th^ scorns 
pacific mea8ures,and strides on lo its workof blood, deaf to the 
entreaties, and auiicable remonatrances of other powers ? 

The best method to inswre arbitration in all cases of diffi- 
culty, is to insert in every treaty an article binding both 
parties to adopt that mode of adjusting boundaries, claims, 
and aU questions. Mr. Eoberts,first President of the Republic 
trf Liberia, stated at the Peace Congress in Brussels, Sept. 
1848, that " he had caused to be inserted in treaties, made 
with many of the African tribes, a clause, binding the parties 
to refer their difficulties to arbitration, and had thus suc- 
ceeded in preventing war from breaking out between thoso 
savage tribes for ten years. If the measure were practica- 
ble among such populations, whose ruling passion wa? war, 
vhat might it not do for peace, if adopted by civilized and 
Christian nations ? '* 

There ace many reasons why nations should settle tb&r 
dispute by legal forms, rather than by the nncert^n chances 
of the battle-field. It is done by individuals and in corpora- 
tic«s, and in our Union by the several States, and were it 
done by nations the change from barbarism to law would be 
completed. Then the chances of justice being fulfilled would 
be multiplied. The innocent KtHiId not be involved with 
the guilty in the horrid sufiuinfc- of wir \T;t sums of 
money would be saved The unopcak'jfale di grace and 
wickedness of nominally Clinitian nations engaged in cut- 
ting one another's throats on some punetiho of claim or 
ceremony, would be aveifed It is lo be hoped that every 
future treaty contracted by the United Stiles ■md the Euro- 
pean nations will contain 1 specific proi isioQ for arbitration, 
Bke the following one in the Treaty with Mesno 

*Advo3atecfP rr \d ui p >a 
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" If unhappily any disagreement should hereafter arise be- 
tween the governments of the two repuhUcs, whether with 
respect to the interpretation of any stipulation in this treaty, 
,or with respect to any other particular concerning the politi- 
cal or commercial relations of the two nations, the said 
governments in the name of those nations, do promise to 
each other that they will endeavor, in the most sincere and 
earnest manner, to settle the difference so arising, and to pre- 
serve the state of peac« and friendship in which the two 
countries are now piacii^ themselves ; using, for this end, 
mutual representations, and pacific negotiations. And if, 
by these means, they should not be enabled to come to an 
agreement, a resort shall not, on this account, be had to re- 
prisals, aggression, or hostility of any kind, by the one 
republic against the other, until tlie government of that 
which deems itself aggrieved shall have maturely considered, 
in the spirit of peace and good neighborship, whether it 
would not be better that such difference should be settled by 
the arbitration of commissioners appointed on each side, or 
by that of a friendly nation. And should such course be 
proposed by either party, it shall be acceded to by the other, 
unless deemed by it altogether incompatible with the nature 
of the difference, or the drcumsfancea of the case." 

The next Article in the Treaty is an attempt, as has been 
said, to bind the parties, if they should again fight, (" which 
is not to be expected, and which God forbid I"j to make war 
on Christian principles ! 

And let it not be here said, that nations must be left to 
manage their own concerns for themselves, and that it is the 
business of jio third party to say how they shall settle their 
quarrels. On the contrary, it does very much concern every 
nation that every other nation be at peace. It is the busi- 
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ness, very pi^operly and necessarily the business of every 
nation, that iU neighbors be not embrMled in sanguinary 
conflicfa on shore, spoliiiticwis upon one another's commerce 
on the sea, nor that they should in any way interrupt the 
great channels cf human intercourse, trade, and improve- 
ment. There may at particulur periods be pai-fial benefits, 
arising from war aaiwig their neighbors, to neutral powers ; 
but in general it is the deranger of ctaomerce, the embroiler 
of international connections beyond the parties directly in- 
volved, the signal to confusion aad every evil work through 
the world. The war-trumpet blows discord into the ear 
of listening nations. A alight contest between inconsiderable 
powers has sometimes in history brought on that awful era 
IB human events, called "a general war." Much responsi- 
bility rests upon lh(Ke who first break the peace in the 
family of nations. And from such considerations it is pifunly 
the interest and duty of neutral nations to use their good 
offices to restore peace between the beUigei-eats. On every 
ground, too, of humanity and Christianity, it is imperative 
that democracies of all governments should cordially wel- 
wwne the amiable intervention of others to heal their 
discords ; for war is the enemy of the people, the enemy of 
liberty, the certsun subverter of most of the benefits pro- 
posed by free institutions. History is full of warnings upon 
this subject, and if we are not deaf as adders, we shall 
hearken to the solemn voice that issues from the grave of 
departed republics. 

2, Oongress of Nations. But mediation or arbitration, val- 
uable as it may be and has been, is not sulRciently systematiu 
and general, to contribute very effectually to extinguish the 
firebrands of war. We have just had mournful evidence that 
some more efficacious instrument is demanded for the pacifi- 
cation even of Christian republics and near neighbors. 

The most satisfactory plan which has yet been suggested 
is that of a Congress of Nations ; or a Congress and a 
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Court of Nations, one as the preliminary and legislative 
Ijody, and the other as the judicial and esecufive one ; the 
one to enact rules, and the otlier to judge cases, and carry its 
decisions into effect. Many objections have been raised 
against this, and every other project of perpetual pacification 
among the nations, but tliey are in general founded either 
on a misconception of the plan proposed, or on the old no- 
tion, that what has been, must be. If an august body should 
meet, of the wisest and best men, venerable for age and ser- 
vices, experienced in all matters of a legal, judicial, political 
and moral character, elevated far above the aims of a selfish 
ambition, consulting with a large vision not for any narrow 
sectional interest of one or a few, but for the welfare of the 
world, it would be a spectacle in itself to command the uni- 
versal admiration, homage and obedience of mankind. This 
object would be as sublime as it would be beneficent, to 
pacificate a warring world, to staunch the bleeding wounds 
of kingdoms, to actualize the prophetic and millennial age, 
and establisli in steadfast loyalty tlie undisputed reign of 
the Prince of Peace. 

The details of such a world- Congress, or Court, one or 
both, would of course require more discussion than caa be 
given to tliem in this review. Tliey will be found, however, 
at length in the Prize Essays on a Congress of nations, pub- 
lished by the American Peace Society, and in a compiled 
Essay on the same subject by the late distinguished philan- 
thropist, William Ladd. We only insert the subject here 
in cobaection with anotlier frightful chapter in our history, 
that speaks in thunder-lones of the need of such an institu- 
tion, or some one like it, to averi^ these wholesale murders. 
When a new idea is first broken to the mind, tliere is apt to 
be some revulsion from it as being novel, extravagant, and 
aggressive upon our previous views. But the longer it is 
entertidned, if it be true and valuable, the more fully do we 
become convinced that all truth is harmonious, safe, and pro- 
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fitable ; and that precisely what the nations are perishing 
for, is lack of knowledge ; that what tlie " whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth " for, is the faithful application of 
tie truths of Christ to the wants of human society, in all 
public aflairs as well as in private conduct and to the in- 
dividual heart. The word of God is no mere fine theory, 
but the eternal verity, deeper than the sea, higher than the 
heavens, of these momentous interests of man living with 
man, and nafioa with nation ; " neither is there salvation in 
any other." 

But most (horougld)- are we persuaded that there is 
nothing in the plan in question more wild or Quixotic than 
the institution of civil society itself, especially than the 
leagues and alliances recorded in history, and the Federal 
Union of thirty independent States in our own government. 
"What is needed is, tliat the idea of a great pacific tribunal 
to settle the disputes of the world, should he broached, 
familiaiized to the people, sent alffoad on the wings of the 
press, hammered by dint of heavy and oft-repeated argu- 
ments into the mass of admitted and accredited truths, and 
then the woik is done, "We Laie trained mankind to war, 
■we must now train them to peace When the spirit of 
pe'ice IS largely develo[ ed in the [ uhlic '(entiment of Europe 
and Amend, this ins-titut on v, 11 be bom in a dai The 
lendencj of these remarks is to ^-how that tl e a^ tation of 
the sulject is whit is now most exigent By books and 
pamphlets by the hving voice ind the inspired pen tins 
theme must be brought home to the minds and hcirts of 
men and they must te made to feel that eierj individual, 
be he iii;,h or lo i nth or pooi is ^ itally conceme 1 in hav- 
ing tht, great qua^lel^ of kingdoms ju fly and amicably 
settled, as he is that lustiie «houll be done Lets e^n mjn 
and man ind peace and order prevail in his hamlet or 
village For in the carthquike shocks oi wai a tbouaoiid 
homes aie oveitum d ind the maik ol blood ii left behind 
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on ten thousand spheres of life once usefully and happily 
filled by fathers, sons, husbands, brothers. Let us hope, and 
labor, and pray, that the day may not be far distant when 
civilized and Christian men will see the madness of war, its 
bald inconsistency with the theory of a republican govern- 
ment, ila hostility to the spirit of the present age, and its 
nullification of every law, and promise, and prayer of the 
Lord Jesua Christ. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

PACIFICATION OF TUB ■WORLD. 

" When ihe drums simll throb no longer, 
And the baltle-flags bs fuiled 
In the Partiamcnt of man, 

The Federalion of the ivorld."— Tesnysoh. 

" Neitlior shall they learn n-ar any more." — Isaiah. 

Since war has so many evils, and peace so many bless- 
ings, may we not labor ivith hope for the fulfilment of the 
prophet's vision ? Since the expenditures of military ex- 
peditions, the destruction of multitudes of fives, the harhari' 
ties, executions, illegalities, persona], domestic, and political 
evils, the vices of the camp, the creation of a sx^'^es of 
niardal literature, the introduclion of false maxims of con- 
duct, and the countei'action of the Gospel by the war-spirit, 
chargeable upon our conilict with Mexico, are virtually the 
same in all wars, may we not hope that the good sense of 
mankind, and tlieir feelircii of Immnn lirfitlicvli^iul will 
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filially gain such a predominance as to effect the pacification 
of the whole world? And, cspccialiy, is not this expectation 
encouraged by the well known fact that many other evil 
customs and habits have disappeared and are disappearing 
before the more Christian civilization of the present day? 
What now is witchcraft? An obsolete superstition. "Where 
are torture, and the appeal to fire, or water ? Laid away 
among exploded ideas. Where are the Inquisition and per- 
secution for henesy? Gone beyond ail power of recall. 
Where are privateering, and piracy, and the slave trade? 
Ail entered in the " Index lixpurgatorius " of iiifemational 
law. Wliere are slavery, intemperance, and war ? Grad- 
ually falling under the same ban, and no longer acquiesced 
in as necessary evils, but recognized as mutable and capable 
of eradication with the other corrupt usages specified, if 
efScient and Christian means be applied, with faith and per- 
severance, for their removal. The day is gone for any 
man, with the Bible in his hand, and God and heaven above 
him, to say that war must be eternal. We do not presume 
to date the year or century of the laying aside by the 
nations of their cumbrous coats of mail, and the disarma- 
ment of their numerous troops and squadrons, and the eslab- 
lishment of those modes of adjusting international difficulties 
detailed in the last chapter. But we see already symptoms 
of returning health in the body politic, though joined with 
some other prognostics less favorable. Cases of mediation, 
arbitration, and peaceable intervention, are multiplying. 
Treaties are constructed with more reference to perma- 
nency. It has become fashionable even for kings and states- 
men, out of deference to a certain rising public sentiment of 
mankipd, to speak well of peace. War has been summoned 
to answer for itself before the judgment-seat of civilization 
and of Christianity, and it is found to make biit a poor jus- 
tification. ■ The friends of peace are in earnest and increas- 
ing. The solitary protestations of a Penn or Worcester 
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have multiplied into the deep-toned remonstrances of a Lon- 
don, a Brussels, and a Paiis World's Convention of Peace. 
The press and the pulpit are enlisted. The power of asso- 
ciation is invoked. " Olive leaves" are flying far and near. 
"While, therefore, the drum-beat still heralds the morning 
sun round the globe, we will not so far distniat God, or 
despair of our race, aa to believe that, when daily triumphs 
are achieved over the brute elements of nature; and lire, and 
■water, and steam, and magnetism, and electricity are bowed 
to the service and control of man, he is never to acquire any 
better government over those brutal passions of his own 
nature, whose outbreaks are far more disastrous to life and 
happiness than the volcano, the earthquake, or the hurricane. 

When we consider how little has been done to prevent 
war, and how much to cultivate its spirit, and to invest its 
feats with a factitious glory ; how literature and the fine arts, 
and politics, and, sad to confess, even professed Christians 
have encouraged, applauded, and diffused the passion for 
arms, we wonder not at the frequency of battles, and the 
human blood that has stained half the land and seal of the 
whole earth. Indeed the martial spirit has been so prevalent, 
mankind have drunk it so greedily as if it were as innocent 
as water, that we are prone to foi^t what a thorough educa- 
tion we give our children for war, and how little we do for 
the pacification of the world. 

For when we inquire how this vast underlying passion for 
war has been educated and ripened in the heart of society, wc 
shall be constriuned to answer : It is by the wai'-songs of child- 
hood, and the studies of the classics. It is by the wooden 
sword, and the tin drum of boyhood. It is by the trainings 
and the annual muster. It is by the red uniform and the white 
plume, and the prancing steed. It is by the cannon's thun- 
der, and the gleam of the bayonet. It is by ballads of Robin 
Hood, and histories of Napoleon, and "Tales of the Cru- 
saders." It b by the presentation of flags by the hands of 
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the fair, and the huzzas for a victory. It is by tke example 
of the father and the consent of the mother. It is liy the 
fear of cowardice, and the laugh of the scomer. It is hy 
the blood of youth, and the pride of manhood, and stories 
of revolutionary sirea. It is by standing armies, and majestic 
men-of-war. It is by the maxims of self defence, and the 
cheapness of human life, and the love of excitement. It is 
by novels of love, and the " Pirate's Own Book." It is by 
the jars of home, and the squabbles of party, and the con- 
troversies of sects. It is by the misconception of the Bible, 
and ignorance of God. It is by the bubble of glory, and 
tlie emulation of schools, and the graspings of money-making. 
By one and by all, the heart of the community is educated 
for war, from the cradle lo the cofBn, "When we sow the 
seed so copiously, we must not complain that the harvest is 
abundant. 

And if we would inquire, how the heart of the world can 
be calmed, and enlai^ed, and inspired with the life-breath 
of peace ; we can only say that such a heart comes from the 
nurture of home, and the solemnity of the church, and the 
tomb of' the loved and gone. It comes by the closet of 
prayer, and the communion of nature, and the table of the 
Lord. It comes by a sister's love and a brother's example, 
and the memory of " (lie good old place." It comes in the 
distilling dew of Christian instruction and the infinite sanc- 
tions of death, judgment, and eternity. It comes by the 
sweetness of Fenelon, and the love of Scougal ; by the maj- 
esty of Luther, and the humanity of Penn. It comes by 
the horror of blood, and the courage to be a coward in the 
wrong. It comes by the testimonies of the wise, and the 
heroism of the good. It comes hy the Beatitudes of the 
New Testament, and the Lord's Prayer, and Pj,ura master- 
piece of Charity, and John's epistle of Love. It comes by 
him who was bom in a manger and died on a cross, the Son 
of Giod, the Prince of Peace, the Saviour of sinners. 
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By these means the weaker spirit of war may be made to 
yield to the mightier spirit of peace, " And," in the words 
of an English divine,* suggestive of some of the foregoing 
remarks, " it must appear to what most awful obligation and 
duty we hold all those IVom whom this heart takes its nature 
and shape, our king, our princes, our nobles, all who wear 
the badge of office, or honor; ail priests, judges, senators, 
pleaders, iiiterpretera of law, all instructors of youth, all 
seminaries of education, all parents, all learned men, all pro- 
fessors of science and mt, all teachers of manners. Upon 
them depends the fashion of the nation's heart. By them it 
is to be cliaslised, refined, and purified. By tiiem is the state 
to lose the character and iitle of the beast of prey. By them 
are the iron scales to fall off, and a skin of youtli, beauty, 
frealiness, and polish, to come upon it. Ey them it is to be 
made so tame and gentJe as that a child may lead it." 



CHAPTEH XXXI. 

CONCLnSION. 

"I hayo been apt to think there never has been, nor ever will be, any 
aoeh thing lis n good war, or a bail peace." — ruASKMN. 

" Then, at least shall it be seen, that there can te no ptnce that is not 
homraile, and there, enn be no war IIkU is nol dishoitoraUe." — Chables 

SUUSER. 

Ak able writer of the present day has said, that "the 
philosophical Study of facts may bo undertaken for three 
,t purposes ; the simple description of the facts ; their 

* Rev, Dr. Ramsden. 
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explanation ; or prediction, meaning by prediction, the deter- 
mination of the conditions under which similar facts may be 
expected again to occur." Tlie Mexican war is now num- 
bered among the things of tlie past. 'What has been done, 
is done ; and what lias been writteii, is written. Its conse- 
quences, however, will long remain, and will mingle with 
future events and influences materially lo affect our national 
prospects. A treaty may stop the war, though some symp- 
toms are unfavorable, but it cannot stop the war-results. The 
question then is, how can this great evil be turned to the 
best account. After nan-ating and explaining its events, so 
as to get a clear idea of its origin, causes, losses of life and 
treasure, and its social, political, and moral evils, the next 
step is to state the conditions on which we may predicate the 
recurrence of simitar mischiefs ; or draw such lessons of 
warning and eacours^ement, as will tend to prevent them. 
Tliis end the American Peace Society propose to accomplish 
by publishing a Review of the War, and pointing out clearly 
and impressively to the citizens of our land, what measures 
should be taken to save us from plunging again into like 
calamities. Thus reviewed, and exposed, this dai'kest of all 
the passages in our country's hisltiry, and most ominous of 
evil lo come, in the judgment of wise statesmen, and sage 
moralists, may be converted into ao unexpected blessing. 
The wars, consequent upon the French Ecvolwtion, aroused 
the friends of Peace on both sides of the ocean to more 
positive and combined action in behalf of this cause, and 
induced the formation of associations to work for the grand 
object of a universal and perpetual pacification of the world. 
Much has thus been effected to enlighten bolh rulers and 
people, and to impress upon both their solemn dulies. Much 
has been done by the devoted and untiring laborers in thia 
department of Christian philanthropy, over which angela 
must rejoice, and the King of kings exfend his benediction. 
But the great work has but just been commenced. We 
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cannot suppose that 8o " splendid " a sin as war can at once 
be stripped of its false and fascinating garb, tliat tiie deeply- 
rooted and long-revered customs of naiions can be torn up 
in a day, martial passions and liabits be checked, and a pub- 
lic opinion, and a public conscience and heart too be fonned 
Oil the subject, of sufficient potency to sheathe the sword for- 
ever. But the slowness of progress, the discouragements of 
efforts, the violent opposition with which a good cause and 
its advocates meet, do not release us from our duty to that 
cause, or furnish in reality a solitary reason why we should fold 
our arms in despair. The cause of Peace only suffers a like 
fate from opposition, misconstruction and misrepresentation, as 
the other glorious causes of philanthi-opy, and as that parent 
religion of wliich these causes are the legitimate and hopeful 
offspring. We may be sure that nothing is lost, that is done 
in a true spirit and a high aim for the furtherance of human 
good, and the divine glory. God forbid that we should ever 
fear that " His ear is heavy that it cannot hear, or His hand 
shortened, that it cannot save!" 

In this faith, the Mexican war is a new weapon, put into 
the hands of peace, wherewith to win her bloodless victories. 
It teaches us, were lessons wanting, the folly of all war, its 
sin against God, and its subversion of His great plan. It 
teaches us by its gory fields of carnage, and the screaming 
hells of its hospitals, that a retributive God sits in the heav- 
ens, and that those " who take the sword, shall perish by the 
Eword." If rightly interpreted and faithfully laid to heart, 
it is capable of showing us the emptiness of military glory, 
the contentious and unchristian spirit which it cherishes 
among the officers and soldiers of the same side, the torrent 
of vices that is let loose in the path of armies, and the pro- 
fuse waste that is made of ail that men hold dear, or labor 
most industriously to attain. It is a lesson at home, a repub- 
lican, an American lesson. It has been brought nigh to 
many a heart, alas, and many a home, and burnt as with a 
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red-hot branding-iron upon the memory of thousands, hy 
bereavements and pains, such as God only can know, and 
eternity measure. And we believe that all Ihe waniings and 
forebodings of the opponents to the annexation of Texas 
now sland vindicated in the light of a fearful and guilty his- 
tory. Their prophecy is now fact. ITiey predicted a war 
with Mexico, the extension of slavery and the slave-power, 
and infuriate lust of territory, the hatehing of new schemes 
of war and plunder, and a headlong course of conquest and 
' aggrandizement. We are deep in these evUs and their 
results, or waver on tlie blink, apparently about to plunge ia 
deeper than ever. If these things be so, then let the pre- 
dictions and warnings of the friends of peace at this time 
not fall, Casaandra-like, on cold hearts and insensible con- 
sciences. But let every patriot and Christian, eveiy lover 
of liberty and man, study what he can do to help stay the 
hour of his country's danger, and, perhaps, ruin. It profits 
little to sit still and croak, like tlie ill-boding raven, of ills to 
come i but we must forth into the field of duty, action, and 
influence, and by voice and vote, by pen and purse, by 
example and precept, by a living and by a dying testimony, 
whether ours be the widow's mite or the rich man's offering, 
the influence of the high, or the word of the humble, stiive, 
as for life, to arrest the downward tendency of things, recall 
the promise of our young republic, relight the torch of free- 
dom, shame modem degeneracy with the early doctrines of 
our history, and set in vivid contrast the heathen nation we 
are in danger of becoming, with the glory of a true Chris- 
tian commonwealth. 

Let, therefore, these awful Lipses in national virtue only 
serve lo arouse to a more comprehensive and resolute course 
of acliOQ the disciples of the Prince of Peace. Let them 
thank God and take courage, that if they cannot wholly 
extinguish the wide-spread conflagration of war, they can 
yet rescue many victims from its fiery passions and its cor- 
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rupting moral code. Let them bear their testimony against 
evils, Btiil too powerful to be subdued at once. Let them see 
the hope and beauty of a brighter to-morrow symhohzed in 
the rainbow that spans the departing thunder-cloud. War 
is but one section of the kingdom of Satan tliat is doomed to 
be overthrown by the kingdom of God. There is as much 
encouragement in laboring to remove this sin as any other 
of the gigantic evils that prey upon humanity. Failh, there- 
fore, faith is the word; faith vivifled and illuminated by 
hope ; f^th made strong, and gentle, and patient by charity j 
faith ,in Jesus Christ, our Lord, the spiritual Governor of 
men, in whose kingdom of liberty, righteousness, and love, 
all nations, races, colors, clans, and sects, will at last be har- 
monized, and God shall he all in all. 

Tea, despite the late war, despite the belligerent symp- 
toms of the day at home, despite the warhke aspect of Chris- 
tendom abroad, though all Europe seems to be turned into 
barracks and camps, and every country to he resoundii^ 
with the march of armies hastening to the combat, our just 
and reasonable confidence in the ultimate triumph of the 
Gospel of peace is not in tlie least shaken. The last thirty 
years of comparative pacification have not passed in vain. 
Darker clouds than now overhang our horizon, have in 
former limes shut out the light of heaven and hope. If in 
the solid midnight of sin and superstition, when the whole 
world lay hound at the chariot wheels of a military despoil 
ism, Jesus and his aposlies knew that a better day was com- 
ing, how undpng should he Our faith amid the breaking of 
the morning light I For the truth is great, and it will pre- 
vail. God is faithful, and his promise will be redeemed. 
The Grospel is from the Almighty, and it must prevail over 
man. It is light from heaven, and the darkness of earth 
must flee before it. Its power is infinite, and its obstaciea 
only finite. 

Though for a season then, or for ages its victory may be 
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delayed, the £na1 result is none the less certain, for it is 
guaranteedby Him who alone is True. Verily, tiough the 
world should again plunge into that gulf of liorrofa, called a 
general war; though Christian nations should apostatize, 
and the churches sink inio corruption; though the mighty 
impulses of philanthropy should fail, and the missionaries of 
the cross should return home, and renounce the sublime hope 
of evangelizing the world; though our holy faith should 
retire from the city and the assembly of men, and hide itself 
irom the gaze of the world, we would yet follow her in fear 
and darkness to her last holy retreat on earth, to the spot, 
where a mother was kneeling over her new-hom infant, and 
offering up to the Father of spirits her tiianks and supplica- 
tions, and even there catch a, new inspiration of faith and 
hope for the revival of Christianity. For we should remem- 
ber the sacred scene, eighteen hundred years ago, when the 
mother of Bethlehem prayed over Ike babe in the manger, 
and blessed her Saviour-child ; and angels fi-om heaven sang 
the anthem of his birth ; " Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men." 
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THE niaroitiCAL events i 



od rentaii llhnt ttliilora flonered 

id rule above tte reat) 

md all their fiuue devQured, 



All honor to the hciut; old English FoeC, who dared Ihas, in a 
warlike »ge, to nnveil the hideous idol men worshipped, nnder the 
Eelf-coiitradietory tonns of military glory. lie repteaenls the god as 
no yonng and knightly cavalier, riding forth, splendidly arrByed, at 
the sonnd of martial mnaic, to do the (eats of chivalry, and redress 
the wrongs of the injured. Far truer is his personification. The 
Egnre of his brain, moulded in a feeling heart, was that of a grim 
and ghastly giant, bringing np the rear of the procession of Remorse, 
Dread, Revenge, Misery, Care, Malady, Taniine, and Death ; his face 
dark and stem, and scarred with wounds j his hands filled with the awful 
hesoma of destruction, fire, and hnnger, and the sword; his rent and 
battered sliield hanging at his side ; and his path marked with bnming 
cities, desolated cotmlries, falling realms, haggard want, and rain and 
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oblivion. Ho thtts wrote, in the words of Poetry, the solemn truth of 
History. Would to liearen that all his brethren of the immortal art 
had been equally faithfull 

In raeording a brief sketch of the events of the Mexicnn War, for 
the purpose of reference, wb shall paint no hallle-scenes, and utter no 
eulogies- Enough of them may be found in other quarters, to satisfy 
the most morbid appetite. Tho lettcr-writsr, the hiographer, the poli- 
tician, (he historian, and the rhymster, hayo vied with one another, in 
giving illuminated editions of its fearful tales. The artist has painted 
the features ol its heroes, and ihs panoramas of its marches and baf 
tics. The engraver has traced on wood, and stone, and steel, the 
deadly chaise, the smoke of musketry and artillery, and the dead and 
dying stretched upon the bloody earth, with tho Stat-spangled Banner 
leading on its hosts to victory. Dazsicd with the false sliow, and 
excited with (he intoxication of a momontaiy triumph, men thus fail 
to see war as it is, in all its heart-rending realities and its lusting re- 
Bults. It is a mere gorgeous vision, a passing dream of glory to them. 
They do not look doivn into its abysses of pains and agonies ; its awful 
Aceldama of groans, and tears, and death. We desire, by no word of 
ours, to invest these scenes ivilh aught but their own proper charac- 
ter. We would simply narrate coldly, and it may bo tamely, tho bare 
facts. 

Tho Mexican War dates virtually, though not actually, from the 
3d of March, 181.^, when, by a Joint Resolution, which was passed by 
holh branclies of Congress — in the House of Eepresentatives, by a 
vote of 120 lo 98 ; and in tho Senate, of 27 to 25 — and which was on 
that day, tlie last of hLs administration, signed by the Pi-esident, John 
Tyler, Texas was aimexcd to the American Union. 

Tho Mexican Slinister, Almonte, immediately demanded his pass- 
ports, and left the country ; declaring the act of annexation to be an 
act of hostility to Mexico. Distinguished statesmen of the United 
States also took tho same view of tho sulgeet. 

But Mexico was poor, distracted, and revolutionary, and she had no 
means to vindieate what she regai-ded as her violated honor. The act 
of war did nut follow. She contented herself with protesting. 

The United States, however, were not idle. In August, 1845,* Gen. 
Taylor was despatched, with a r^ular body of troops, draivn from 
diiferent posts, — first as an army of " Observation," then of " Occupa- 
tion," — to tho town of Corpus Chrisli. 



* SOih CoBgrere, Isl SnA 
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Bat on the 13th of January, 1846, Mr.Mnrey, Secretary of War of 
the United States, wrote to Gen. Taylor, a? follows:* " I aiE directed, 
by the President, to instruct yon to advance and occupy, witli the 
troops under your command, positions on or near the east bank of Iha 

Kio del Korte, as soon as it can be conveniently done. 

It is not designed, in oar present relaEiDna with Mexico, that yon. 
should treat her as an enemy ; but shoold she assume that character, 
by a deelaratjon of war, or any open act of liostility towards us, you 
wSl not art merelg on the defensive." Gon. Taylor obeyed orders. He 
received the letter early in rebraary, and, on the 11th of March, he 
comnicneod his march from Corpus Christi for the Eio Grande, one 
hundred and Hfcy miles distant, across a desert, or rolling prairie. On 
the 20th of the same month he was mot, at (he river Colorado, by the 
Mexicans, whose commanding officer, Gen. Mejia, announced, that 
if the American forces shouM cross that river, it woold be considered 
aa a declaration of war, and actual hostilities would ensuc.t But the 
warning was disregarded, and the troops pursued their way, and 
arrived on the bajiks of the Rio Grande witliout any serious molesta- 
tion. Kepcated remonstrances were made by the authorities, both 
civil and military, to the Ameiican commander, against the occu- 
pation of what they regarded as a part of the Mexican province of 
Tamaulipaa. They declared the alternative of liis withdrawal to the 
Nnoces or war. But Taylor remained, and erected Port Brown, on 
the left bank of the Rio Grande, commanding tlio city of Matamoroa 
on the other side. Several skirniishos took place between parties of 
the two Dations, in which lives were lost. Port Brown, and a small 
force left to keep possession of it, were bombarded, during the absence 
of the commander.in.chief and his main army, to obtain his mili- 
tary stores, which had been landed at Point Isabel ; but the Americana 
miuntained their position, though summoned to surrender. 

On his return from Point Isabel, Gen. Taylor was met by the Mex- 
ican army, under the command of Gcn. Arista, at a point on the prul- 
ries, a few miles from the Kio Grande, called Pah Alio, which is dis- 
tingiULshcd, as giving a name to the first battle of the war. The eon- 
test occurred on the 8th of May, 1846, commencing at a!>out two 
o'clock, P. M. ; and was sustained during live hours, when the Mes- 
ieans wore defeated, with great loss in killed and ivonnded. Tha 
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Americans nambored 2,300, according to the report of iheir general ; 
while he says " the strength of the enemy is believed to have been 
nbont 6,000 men." 

X)a the following dny, May 9tli, Gen. Taylor advanced two or tJirea 
miles' along the ronci throngh tlie chapparal, towards tte lUo Grande, 
■when he found the enemy in position for baltJe, at a ravine called 
Kesoca de la Palma. The action commenced aiiout fonr o'clock in the 
afternoon, and lasted one hour and a half; when the Mexicans, andcr 
the (ommand of Ansta «ere entirely rented and pursued tu tbo river 
m. wh th muLtiludes nero d owned m attemptmg to iross to Mali 

Thi, immediate icsult of these Mctones was tlie capture wilhont 
resistance of the city of Slatamora' and the opening of the whole 
Valley of the Eio Grande to the American arms The forces of tlie 
enemy were dioperscd and to uoo the military phrase rfemoraiiuai 
The reverses of Palo Alto and Eesaca de la PaJma had sent dismay 
through the country. In tJio courae of the snmmcr Gen. Taylor oeen- 
pied, without any difficulty, the towns of Keyoosa, Camaj^o, Mier, and 
Ceralvo, and advanci^ upon Monterey. 

In the meantime, advices had been recoired at Washington of the 
critical situation of Gen. Taylor, about the 1st of May ; and the Presi- 
dent, in Bi Message to Congress, dated tbe lltli of thai montli, used 
the following language : * " But now after reiterated menaces, Mexico 
has passed the Itoundary o Um es has invaded our tcni- 

tory, and shed American Am an soil. She bas pro- 

claimed that hostilities ha mm d an that tbe two nations are 



ffbrts to avoid it, exists 
on, by every eonsidera- 
decision, the honor, tiic 



by the net of Mexico lierse 
tion of dnty and patriotism 
rights and the interests of o tr 

On the same day, a bil ed H of Iteprei 

to 14, and, on the snbseque as by the Senate, 42 to S, 

declaring, that, " by the acts of the Repnhlie of Mexico, a state of war 
exists between the United States and tiiat republic ; " placing ten mil- 
liona of dollars at the disposal of the President ; and anthoriang^ hlin 
to employ the land and naval forces of the United States, and to ftc- 
cept the services of volnntocrs, to a number not exceeding 50,000, in 



• aOfli UoDSKSs, lat Session, H. 



i>f Kopn^uhiLres, Ex. I^oc. 60, p^ 
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prosocnting the war. On the istli of May, 1846, a Prociamation of 
War mas isfiaod by the highest executive anthority. 

A wathks entJiKsiasm ran, like wild-fire, over the WeBlem, Sonth- 
Westefli, and Southern BCcliona of Ihe country, and, iu many in- 
stances, the number of volunteers, said to be 300,000 in all, was 
far greater than could be mustered into service, according to tlie gene- 
ral appropriation of the respective States.* The Great Valley re- 
sounded with the din of preparation. Fathers and sons enliatecL 
Some of more than the allotted age of man, seized the musket. More 
than one of Ihe ministers of tlie Prince of Peace caaght the dangerous 
contagion. The latent passions of the heart took fire, like tinder, at the 

In snch popnlar escifemcuts men do not reason, they only feel, and, 
feeling, act. Thus impelled, they may do the noblest deeds ; they may 
also perpetrate the most wicked crimes, and set in motion the most 
irretrievable calamities. The call to arms is the ocdsion, of all others, 
when human beings seem to lay aside the more manly and Christian 
attribntes of character, and put on those of the beast of prey, or 
worse. But it is necessary also to admit, that a leaven of wi^-inten- 
tione<l, though often mistaken patriotism, mingles with the dark mass 
of animal and demoniac passions. A wild love of adventure, without 
reference to the innoeencc or guilt of the objects to which it is directed, 
also carries away the settlers in a new state of societv as w th a flood 
Add some anticipations of booty ; some old gmlgco of Santa F<- and 
other border traders; some Texan vengeame for the masiaeres of 
Goliad and the Alamo; some ideas of Anglo-Saxon dotmy some 
hope of distinction, and desire of bettering perhaps desperate fortunes , 
and we have glimpses of the more prominent elements that moulded 
thousands to one purpose, and precipitated them npon a second con 
quest of Mexico" 

The means, however, of tranflporling the titoj-s to the theatre oi 
action, were not sufficient to enable the American cun raandcr to 
advance rapidly into the enemy's countiy. About 9 OOO men onlj 
were under the command of Gen. Taylor, in the beginning of June 
and he assaulted Monterey, the capital of JSnevo Leon about thieo 
hundred and forty miles fiom Mafamoras, with less than " OM On 
Ihe 19th of September, 1346, he appeared before that city, and invested 
it. Active operations were cairied on during Sunilav, the SOtli. 21st, 
sad, and 23d ; and on the 24(h, the Mexican commandei-. Gen, Ara- 
pudia, surrendered. 

• i'onne's Illatflij of Mcaco, p. S80, 
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Santn Anla retnrned from the West IiidLes to Vera Craz * an3 on the 
15th of September, 1846, ho reEnterod the capital, from whitii ha had 
been driven into exile, and was placed at the head of the Mexican 
armies, lie infused new resolution into Iiis countrymen, after all their 
reTEraes, and aasemhled an army of more than 20,000 inei^ called the 
" Liberating Armj ot the North," to oppose Gen. Taylor. He contri- 
buted laigelj, of his own ptirate property, to fomish supplies to his 
troops, and W9s engaged for momlis in equipping, drilling, and organ- 
izing the different corps of his forces, at San Luis Potosi. 

In the autumn, Gen. Taylor Advanced bodies of troops to Saltilio, 
sixty-five miles from Monterey ; while Gen. Wool marched an army 
of S,400 over the Rio Grande, at the Presidio del Norte, and occupied 
Monclova, and sulaeqnontly Parras. Gen. Quitman captured the town 
of Victoria. In fiict, the northern frontier of Mexico, upon tlie Rio 
Grande, was in the complete possession of the Americans. 

But tlve Mexican comniaader-in-ehief dotemuned to strike a deci- 
sive iilow i^ainst the invaders of his conntiy; and, on the 22d and 
a3d of Fehmary, 1847, he met Gen. Taylor in the valley of Buen^i 
Vista, (beautiftil s^lit,} six miles sooth of Saltilio, with troops, as he 
stated in liis challenge to surrender, amounting to 20,000 men. After 
a terrible and sanguinary battle, Ibught two days, the Americans again 
won a complete victory, at a feaifol cost of life. 

The Mexicans retreated in great disorder, daring the n^ht after the 
battle, and the late formidable army was wholly disoiganized and 
seattered. The route, by which ^oy retired, was strewed with the 
dead and dying. Santa Anna retimed to the city of Mexico, and 
Gen. Taylor reoccnpied Ids forraer positions, and advanced as far aa 
lo Encamacion. No victory conld bo more decisive in its results. 

With the exception of guerilla skirmishes, do other battles wci-e 
foi^t by Gen, Taylor except llie four successful ones of Palo Alto, 
Sesaca de la Palma, Monterey, and Buena Vista. He u-ged upon the 
Mexican Government &om time to time the question of peace, but 
they persisted in dcelaring that as long as a single invader had liis foot 
upon their soil, they scorned the pioposal. " Say to General Taylor," 
said Santa Anna, when tlio sabjoct was commanicated to him after tho 
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Iialtlo of Buona Vista, " that we siisUin tlie most sacred of cansea,— 
the defoncs of our territory, and the prosavvation of our nationalily and 
rights; that we are not tlie i^grossora; and that onr Goveniment has 
never offended that of the United States. Wa can say nothing of 
peace while the Americans are on this side of the Eio Bravo do! Norte, 
or ooonpy any part of the Mexicau territory, or hlockado om: ports. 
We are resolved to perisli or vindicate onr rights." 

After this necessarily brief and imperfect k h f pc ati 
what was at first called " the Army of Observ n tl n h Arm 
of Occupation," and ivhat finally became, w h a n tlcai 
Army of " Invasion,"* let us turn to view an p th fi d 

of war. 

It liad been proposed soon after the war b k d 6 -a 

at three difTorent points, and thns divide and d rac h f cs T 
main army, nnder Gen. Taylor, was to advance from the Bio Grande 
towards San Lnia Potosi ; a second snuilter division, called " (he Army 
of the Centre," onder Giea. TVool, was to inarch from Bexar, in Texas, 
upon Chihnahun, the results of both of which movements have ali'eady 
been given. But a third expedition, to be_called "the Armyof tJie 
West," was to proceed from Missouri, cross the plains, ocenpy Kew 
Mexico, hold its capital, Santa F£, and after that was achieved, a por- 
tion of the same troops was to pccapy California; 

On the 30th of Jnne, 18*6, Gen. Samuel W. Kearney led the Army 
of the West from Fort I^avenworth, situated on the rii-er Missouri, and 
afier a mai-ch of 890 miles, took possession of Santa F6, without re- 
sistance, on the 18th of August, 184G. On tho 25lh of September, 
after making provision foi' a temporary government of Kew Mexico, he 
took 300 dragoons, and marched on tho route to California. Learning 
on the way that that territory had been brought nnder tho flag of tlie 
United States by Commodore Stockton and Licnt.-Coloiicl Fi'emont, 
after some severe skirmishes with the enemy, he left 200 of his troops 
in New Mesico, and with tho remainder he marched 1,050 miles to 
San Diego, near the Pacific Ocean. Sovond conflicts occurred with 
the enemy, in which a considerable number were killed and wounded 
on both sides. But victory attended the American arms in most in- 
stances, and tlio territoiy was hopelessly snbdned. 

Of the troops Icll; behind in Kew Mexico, and augmented by rein- 
foi-comoBls from the States, one portion was nnder the command of 
CoL S. Price, and the reminder nnder that of Col. A. W. Doniphan, 
floIivBcea la the House oC Bepre- 
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29i APPENDIX. 

On the 19Ui of Januarj'. 1317, tlio Mexicans and Indians rerolleJ 
against Got. Bent of lliis territory, and pnt him and his followers, to 
the Dumlicr of fifteen, to denth. Col. IMcc, with a body of 353 men, 
met the enemy al the town of Canada, on Sunday, Jan. 24, 1847, and 
iliBpersed them. A dolaclimcnt of tire aaroo troops, under Capt. Burg- 
win, engaged and eonquorcd ihe enomj on Jan. 29tb, at tlie pass of 
Embudo. On Feb. 3d nnd 4tli, Col. Piico bCBiegcd astronghold of the 
insai^ents, called Pueblo do Taos, defended by 600 or 700 men, and 
took it after a severe contest. 

The other section of Gen. Kcnrney's army, 85G monnlcd riflemen, 
under the command of Col, Doniphan, left Santn r6 on the 26th of 
October, 1846, and traversed Now Mexico, Chihnahna, Durango, and 
New Leon. At Bracito, in New Mexico, on Dec. 25, 1846, on Christ- 
mas Day, the Colonel, with abont 500 of his troops, met and defeated 
1,220 Mexicans, The battle of Sacramento, in Cliihuahno, was fought 
on Sandfly, Peb. 28, 1 847. After a bloody encounter of three hours 
and a half, the Mexienns fled. 

The following is a short summary of the naval operations carried on 
in the meantime against Mexico, On the ISlhof May, 1840, the Amer- 
ican aqtzadron under the flag of Commodore Conner, consisting of &vb 
ships of war, blockaded Vera Crui, and one sloop of war was stationed 
offTampico, On the Hth of November, Commodore Conner look pos- 
sesion of the latter port without firing a gun. Previously to this. Com- 
modore Perry ascended the river Tobasco ECvenly-four miles with seve- 
ral vessels, and on Sunday, Oct, 25lh, he anchored opposila the town of 
the same name, and summoned it to surrender. On the succeeding 
day the town was severely cannonaded, and nearly demolished. 

Several other ports on the easlem coast of Mexico, Tnspan, Alva- 
rado, Patiueo, were occupied by the Americans, and many vessels weto 
Cflpturad. In ihcl, the naval power of the enemy was annihilated. 

On the Pacific, Commodore Sloat occupied Monterey, the capital of 
Upper California, on the 7th of July, 1846, and announced by pnj. 
clamaHon to the inhabitants that " henceforward California will be a 
portion of the United Stales, and promised that ali the peaceable in- 
habitants should enjoy the same rights, privileges, and protection, as the 
other citizens of the republic," But in the comae of the following win- 
ter, 1846-7, the Califomians rose and offered resistance to their in- 
vaders, which was suppressed by Col, Premont with a handful of sol- 
diers, and by Commodore Stoditon with a detachment from his fleet, 
and subsequently by Gen. Kearney, as before related. 

The prindpal operations of the naval force in the war had thus far 
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been on InnJ, or figninst ports anil towns capable of being reached by 
vessels at anchor, with the exception of the service of tiansponing 
troops fkim tlie United States to the scene of action. Bit! a new the- 
atre of greater importance, though of similar character was opened b7 
(he siege of Vera Cruz. 

Mexico hud been repeatedly solicikd, after Iho vaiions sncccBBfiil 
movements which have been described, to enter into negotiations of 
peace, hut she wonld hearken to no terms whatever while her soil was 
covered with hostile forces. Her noble motto was, " The integrity of 
the national territory." The next step accordingly was, to carry 
the war more into "the vitals" of the conntry, and to "conquer a 
peace" by conquering the capital of the rapublic. A campaign was 
therefore entered upon by Gen. Winfield Scott, senior officer of the 
regular army of tho United States, in the cariy part of 1847. The 
plan was to captnre Vera Craz, the principal sea-port, make that tbe 
base of operations, advance into the interior by the great line of com- 
munication, and take the city of Mexico, situated in the heart of tho 
country, about 350 miles from the gnlf of the same name. 

Vera Cruz and the Castle of Sao Joand'Ulloa were invested by land 
and sea with the American forces under the direction of Gen. Scott and 
Commodore terry, in March, 1847 ; and on Monday (he a2nd of that 
month, after a summons to surrender had been offered and rejected, 
the batteries were opened upon the city. The inhabitants were in nam- 
her about 4,000 or 5,000, besides the families of the foreign constds, who 
had not taken advantage of the permission icranted them by Gen. Scott 
to retire from (he scene of danger. A terrible carnage ensued among 
the people from the heavy metal and the fatal accuracy of the Amer- 
ican gunners. It was computed that 6,700 shot and shell were thrown, 
weighing 463,600 pounds, in four days. On the £Sth, Gen. Landero, 
commanding o^cer of the place, made overtures for a capitulation. 
The awful desolation that reigned over the devoted city counselled 
submission. Tho terms of capitulation were signed on the 27tli, exe- 
cuted on tho S9lh, and possession given of both tho town and the al- 
most impregnablo castle. 

The next principal engagement took place on the heights of Cerro 
Gordo, fifty miles from Vera Cruz, on Saturday and Sunday, April 
17th and 18th, between Gen. Scott and Gen. Santa Anna, in wliich the 
latter was entirely defeated, and murowly escaped being taken prison- 
er aa he fled from the field. 

On the 15th of May, the ci^ of Pnehla, eighty miles from Perote, 
on the rente to Mexico, was taken without opposirion. During the 
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